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| our of his Vineyard a faithfull labourer, and from 
my ſelfe a louing and deare Brother, I thought chat 
in ſome manner the cquitic of this conſtitution, 
now antiquated and aboliſhed, did lay hold vpon 
me. Andthat being the next Brother, I was to doc 
he office of a Rrother;:to continue, and cternize 
kis blefled memoriall in Gods Church, by bring- 
ing to light this preſent Tx zaT1s ez. Hehim- 
ſelfe whileſt be lived wrote it, and had perfeRtedir | 
before his death : I haue bur onely raiſed it out of 
his priuate ſtudie , tothe publike vic of Go » s 
Church. T hechildren, ſaid Hezekiah, are come to 
the birth, and there &s no ſirength to bring forth.Thus 
it fared with this Author. Hee had hniſhed, and 
perfeted this worke, and broughrit cuen tothe 
birth, but there was no time to bring itforth God 
preuenting him, and, by his death, bringing him 
ro theend of his faith, (his tranſlation inco the 
Heauens) before hee came to bring this-worke to 
the end of his defire , (the publication thereof ro 
the benefit of Gods Charchy:) I thought itgreat 
pittic that ſo hopefull an Iſſue ſhould perith for 
want of a little helpe in the birth; And-I thought 
withall in.caſe of my negligence, orrefuſall of this | 
brotherly office, how jultly Fmight haue deferued 
| the ignominious. .ceremany/of the bones in my 
| Dew.15 9. face. Hereupon | willingly performed this taske, 
of pervling and ſetting forth of this Treatiſe. Za- 
Z1cbarias ex | charie when hee couldinptHeake, heavrome:-So I 
rr fenf,” | deired thar his Pen ake fome fupply of | 
Ambr, | the want of his tonguc; that as LI_EnN 
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F ſo heby his workes, being dead might yerfpeake, | yy. 
Thus in bricfe hath your Ladiſhip,the reaſon of | 
my preſent endeauours. 

For mce to ſay any thing in commendation of 
this worke is nothappily lo fitting ; It being both 
hard for one brother to commend another with- 
out boaſting , and the younger and inferiour his | 
commendation adding little creditor grace to the 
worke of his Elder and Superiour. For, «s the eſſe | Heb.7,y, 
is bleſſed , ſoalſo prayſed of the greater : I mcanc | 
therefore herein to bee ſparing. Onely this; I will 
bur as the widdowes, which ſhewed Peter the coats | 
and garments which Dorcas made , while ſhee was 
with them, So onely will I ſhew, andſer forth ſome | | 
part of his labours, which he performed whilſt he | p,,,... 
was with vs : _Anadler his owne works prayſe him in " 
the gate. And ſurcly this worke will doeit, if cither | 
Matter, or Manner, Argument or Art will doe it. | 

The matter and argument of it, is ſuch as yet 
handled at large by none before him that I know 


of. 

And beſides it is excellent by reaſon of the dai- | 
ly vic which occurres in praRice. Sothat of rhe ti- 
tle and argument of this Booke may [ ſay,as Gelirs | ,,,,...., 
| fpeakes of a goodtitle which Meliſſme had giuen to ef ingeatis cu- 
a Booke of his owne which it ſeemed ſcarce deſer-_ age reve 
ued it: That the very title had a great alluring and en- 1, Grieg, 
tiſing force 10 draw mento the reading of it. Suchis | Taippe de pre 
the Argument of this worke of fuch ſpeciall vſe in | /*rarrmaguer 
| our practice, that it may eaſily perſwadeany, both | Noa. Acic.l, | 
| torcad,and like it. It comaines the right 195 _ 18.cap.6, 
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Perf. 


the art of knowing a mans ſelte; it diſcouers vnto 
vs, the infinitely intricate windings,and turnings of 
the darke Labyrinths of mans heart, Indeed often- 
times thediſcoucries of coozenages , and deccirs in 
the World, make many, before honeſtly ignorant, 


roturne Ceozeners and Deceiners : But heere needes 
noſuch feare, for here we are taught no new decesr 
or coozening 1ricks, which yet we pratiſe not; but 
rather are conuinced of that coozenage,with which 
wee decciue our owne ſoulcs, and yet will not bee 
borne downeto be guiltic of impoſture, This point 
is worthy our beſt wits, and knowledge.T hat hea- 
then Phyloſopher neuer thought himlelfeto be- 
gin to know Phyloſophie, till he began to know 
himſclfe : But ſurely we neuer begin to know D#- 
'ninitie or Religion,till we come to know our ſelues: 
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[,but-our hearts are deceirfull aboue all: things; who 


be able.in ſome good meaſure to know them. Here 
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ſtriediſplayed, by which, millions of ſoules are in. 
wrapped in theſnares of Satan: And ſo byſeing 
their-ſelfe=deceit ſhall- come to their ſelfe-know- 
ledpe. A knowledge neuer more negleted; Yr ne- 
mo in ſeſetentat deſcendere, nemo. Men cate not for 
knowing'themſelues, whoare oftentimes too-too 
curiouſly greedic of knowing all things elle; Being 
hereinlike ro fook{h Traucllers, tbat louc rotra- 
uelt into,% talke of other ſtrange Countries, tran« 


our ſclues we cannot know,til we know our hearts. | * 


can know them?T hey whowithdiligencethalper- | 
vſe this preſent T reatiſe, ſhall with Gods bleſiing 


(hall they find that dangerous Art of Se/fe-Sophi- | 
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wonders of their owne. As for the Art,and manner 
of handling this argument in this Treatiſe, I leauc 
Icro the Readers iudgement,aduenturing notwith- 
ſtanding my {clfe to ſay thus much, that had this 
T reatiſe but age and antiquitie an{werable to the 
ſufficiencie, it thould calily find anſwerable accep- 
tance. Nothing preiudices Writers more then ci 
ther mens knowledge of their perſons, or their 
want of antiquitie. May not a man ſpeake of ma- 
ny of our new Writers, as Gel ſpake once of a 
good ſpeech that Fauerinus made? Nonne,faith he, | Not. Attic, 
ſ id Antiſthenes aut Diogenes dixiſ/et, dignum me- | **7- 
moriaviſumeſſts? It Diogenes or Amtiſthenes had but | 

ſpoken, thar which Fazorinus did , the ſpecch had | 

gone for halfean Oracle : now happily the more | 
reſpeRicſle, becauſe from Fanorinus, that was in- 
feriour it may beein nothing to Diogenes, butin 

ſtanding. How many worthy moderne Writers | 

3monglt vs arc negleed, onely becauſe moderne? | 

Nowne ſi hec Auguſtinus, aut Chryſoſtomus , ec. | 

Had but .1ugizine or Chryſoſlome, or ſome ancient | 

Father wrote them, how had they beene admired, 

now negle&ed, onely becauſe as Bilded ſpeakes, | 199 39: 
they are but of yeflerday ? Moſt mens iudgement of 

writers is the ſame with that of wine, Lake 5.39.T be | 

olds better: And yet oftentimes the old is hard,and | 
tart, and neerer Vineger then Wine,when the new 
is ſweet and pleaſant. How many workes of ſome 
of the Fathers , which have little worth elſe in 
them beſides Antiquity,and the credit of an ancient | 
Fathers name? How would wee vilifierhoſc ſame | 
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things in new, which we fo magnihic inold VWri- 
ters? I ſpeake itnot to derogate ought from the 
worth of thoſe ancient Worthics and reucrend 
Sag*s (I giue them all due reuerence and relpe) 
bur only ro mect with that fond humour, which 
- meaſures worth onely by age , as if nothing could 
be good, but that which is old;and froma mcanc 
conceit of VVriters perſons knowne, are readieto 
preiudge their workes vnread and vnknowne:; 

But as for your Ladiſhip3 1 perſwade my ſelfe, 
that your knowledge of the Authors perſon, parts, 
and endowments , wherewithall God had graced 
| him, will be the greater meanes to winne your Ho- 
nourable acceprance of this worke , And ſo much 
the rather doc I preſume vpon your Ladiſhips fa- 
your herein, becauſe whilſt this Author lived (our 
ofa loue to his graces , and honourable diſpoſiti- 
| on) he intended this Worke to haue bin honou- 
red by the Patronage of your Worthy and right 
Noble Brother , who now alſo together with this 
Author, isatreſt , ſinging heaucnly Halelniahsin 
the preſence of the Lambe. 

Pardon me good Madam, if I renew your griefe 
with the mention and remembrance of ſo preata 
loſſe. Give vs leaue to teftifie onr fellow.feeling of 
your ſorrowes. Publike loſſes may not paſſe with- 
out publike heavineſle. It is alofle that yeclds vs ar- 
gument both of great griefe,and as great feare.Can 
ic be a ſmall] griefe to ſec our ſelues deprined of the 
vie and benefit of ſo many rare Vertues and Ho- 
nourable inclinations, of ſo great Learning, inſo 
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ſo few yeares,of ſo great Grace, Holineſlc, and Re. | 
ligion in ſo young yeares , as were ſweetly met | 
and combined in him ? His rare endowments, | 
his noble diſpoſition , his religious conuerſation, | 
his hopefull ſeruice to Gods Church and this | 
Kingdome, conlidered, I may ſay of the Church | 
and Common=wealth , as one Yalerizs ſpake of 
Cornelia, inthe loſſc of her louing Husband : Cor- | 7a1iib.4..6, 
neliam neſcio an faliciorem dixerim quod talem vi- | 

rum habuerit, an miſeriorem quod amiſerit : Itis * 

hard to ſay whether we were happier in the enioy- | 
ment, or vahappicr in the loſle of ſuch a perſonage. 
And as in the lofſe there is great cauſe of griefe , o 
no lefle of feare. VVe may grieue that ſo greaz good 
i taken from vs, we may feare, becauſe ſome great 
enills comming vpon vs : The righteous perijheth, | Plal-57.1, 
and no man conſidereth that be & taken away from the 
enill that « to come. Surely, when good men, 
eſpecially being great men , and young men too, 
are taken away, it isa fearefull preſage of much an- 
ger, and cuill rocome, The Lord make vs all wiſe | 
to conſider the deaths of ſuch men, that the feares 
of cuill to come, may make vs feeke to auoid euill 
preſent, and make vs prudent in the foreſight of 
the Plagues, to hide our ſelues. 

But yetin the middeſt of this griefe and feare, 
your Ladiſhip is not left altogether comfortleſſe, 
As it1s a comfort that God honoured your Fami- 
ly with ſucha one, ſo is thisalſo none of thelcaſt 
comforts to you, that you mourne notalone, but 
hauc the hearts of all good men heauic with yours. | 
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It makes our ioy the greater, to haue others re. 
ioyce with vs when wercioyce: butitmakes our 
ſorrow thelefſe, wt.cn we hauc others to weep with 
| vs when we weep. Did Abner ſaid Danid, dye #4 4 
| feole ? Soof him it may be ſaid; Did he dic as an 

immeriting, as an ignoble perſon? Without teares? 
' Without Jamentation?I think I may boldly ſpeake 
| it, that never any of his place and of his yceres,left 
more heavie hcarts behind himthen hee had done. 
Thele are miſcrable griefes indeed, when others 
find matter of ioy in the matter of our gricfe, and 
laugh at our teares 3 but then may wee grieue 
comfortably , when wee fee others ioyne with 
vs, and take to heart our lofles, as well as our 
ſelues. 

I would willingly both inlarge his commenda- 
tion, and ourgriefc, but theſe require rather a vo» 
lume then an Epiſtle. And I may ſpeake of him, as 
Auguitine of another, 111a quidem anima in ſocieta- 
tem fidelium & caſtarum recepta, laudes nec curat nec 
querit humanas initation? rantum querit: he deſires 
more the imitation then commendation of his ver- 
rucs; and the imitation rather of his life, then a la- 
mentation for his death. 

Yertm2y I not a!lrogether paſſe ouer in ſilence his 
holy and religious courſe ; which was, to keepe # 
Catalogue or digrie of hisſinnes againſt God: and 
every night, or the next morning, to review the 
faults of the day paſt : Euerie Sabboth morning, 
Or night before , roreview thefaults of the whole 
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the whole moneths tranſgreſſhon. This did' hee 
daily , weekely , and monethly, thereby the ber- 
ter to humble himſclfe for his finnes,and renew his 
praQife of Repentance. And the day beforethere- 
ceiuiug of the holy Sacrament did alwaies vſc to 
| huimble himſclfe before the Lo « Þ with Faſting, 
| Prayer, and Confethon, thereby the beter ro 
prepare himſelfe for the more worthy and com- 
tortable receiuing of the holy Communion. 

I ay nothing of his religious obſeruation of the 
Sabboth by himſclfe alone, and with his people a- 
bout him, both beforeandafter the publike Excr- 


ciſes, in meditation,reading, prayer, & repetitions. 


His carcfull expenſe of time, his keeping of ſer | 


houres of ſtudie. Thus did he with good 79{ab, | 
while he was yet a child ſecke the Lord: By meanes of | 
which his holy and conſtant courſe in ſeeking the | 
Lord, in few yeares he became wiſcr then his an- 
cients and teachers, and preſeruced his young yeares 
ingreat honour andreputation, free from all the 
blemiſhes and ſtaines of youth, notwithſtanding 
the manifold occaſions to the contrarie in regard of 
his place and condition. The truth is, the world 
was not worthy of him: His vertues , and his gra- 
ces were fitter for heauen, then this impure carth. 
Let vs now that are behinde, turne our 2rzefe in- 
to care; let our care be to follow thoſe holy ſteps he 
hath trod before vs. Trucitis you can neuer reco- 
uer his perſon, bis graces you may : T hegriefe will 
be the lefle for rhe loſle of his perſon, if you make a 
recoucry of his graces. Vhileſt his ſpirit is doubled 
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vypon your Honour, and his graces ſhall ſuruiue in 
your religious imitation,ſo long we ſhall count him 
living in your ſelte. 

And gow right Honourable, I intreate you by 
che louc thathe bare tothis Author,and by the loue 
that you bare to his honourable Patrons, your des 
ceaſed Farher and Brother (both now glorified 
Saints) to teſtifie your loue to this Author by your 
honourable and fauourable acceptance of this 
worke. 

May your Ladiſhip but pleaſe to vouchſafe the 
reading, and diligent peruſall thereof , and I dare 
preſume vpon as much. Thus as I haue raiſed this to 
light, ſo I commend it to your Honours patronage 
and prote&ion:and your Honour tothe patronage 
and proteQion of the Lord Ieſus. May 5. Epping in 
Eſſex. 


Youur Honours 


in all Sernice, 


I:zza, Drxyx, 
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THE DECEITFYVL-: 
NESSE OF MANS 
HEART. 


Text M. 17, 9, 10» 


The heart us deceifull abdue all things, and ewill, who can | 
know it? Fthe Lord ſearch the heart and try the reynes, 
that I may gine to euery one according to bis wayes, Ac= 


cording to the frurt of his workes., 


M—_—_ _—_ 
” ts. — .. —_—_ 


3 8 7 a 4 


The Text opened; 4 Preparation to the Treatiſe following , ſhew- 
ing the originall of the Hearts deceitſulneſſe, the difficul- 
2 tie, and yet the mcanes of knowing it+ 


» He Prophet hauing grieuouſly mena- ' 


ced the Jewes inthe beginning of this 
>> Chaptcr; becauſe hee ſaw how-much | 

2 they bore themſclues out againſt theſe 

Ny clircatnings, vpon hope of the «Egyp- 

>Þy, tc his hclpe ; therefore in the fift 

><&@ Verſe hecurſeth all ſuch as relye ypon 

man, and make fleſh their arme : con- 

trarily , bleſſing ſuch as in their dangers ſhroud and 
1 . | B | ſh:lcer 


þ 


Coherence, 


Plalme 3.4 
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: 


| 


P:cu 26.3: 


Refojur;on 


4 and ſ{cace. 


| from him, ; hough not their tongues, yer their hearts, This 


| The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


CCC 
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| ſhelter themſclues vader the wing of the Almightie. 
But hcere the Iewes, hauing made a coxenant with Hell 
| and Death: would be ready to obieR againlt the Propher, 
| What then is allthis threatning to ys?We are none of thoſe 
' that with-draw their hearts from God. Vic of meancs doth 
not preſudice truſtin- God : Fruſt in God, as it cannot and 
| with rroft #37 mcancs ; ſoneither without w/e of meanes 
whenthey may bee had, Wee 1cpoſe our ſelues on God as 
much as thy ſclfe, or any elſe : and we repaire to the ſecond 
cauſes , onely as ſcruice:ble , and ſubordinate to the tft. 
| Therefoie as the Sparrow by wandring,and the Swallow by 
| flyme, eſcape, fo cnis thy cauſleſſe curſe ſhall not come:i\el- 
', ther are weluch childrento be skarred withbugſ-words, 
The Prophet therefore in this verſe preuenteth this ob- 
ic&ion, and keepeth them from this tarting hole , ſaywg, 
The heart ts deceitfull ; as if hee, ſhould fay ; Flatter not 
your ſclues ina yaine conceit, that you with-draw not 
your heart from God, and ſo God will not with-draw his 
from you : Nothing more cafie then for a man to deceiue 
bimſelfe ; for the heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſſe 
thereof, is abottomleſle and ynfearchabte gutfe of guite; 
inſo much as none c2nknoy,nort only anothers, but not his 
| own heart:The Lord onely hath reſerued this as a preroga=- 
tive Royal! to himſelte , exaRly ro-know the depth of our 
hearts; that ſo though men concciuing well of themſclues, 
may conceiue amiſſe of God,as one that by his doings will 
| not iuſtifie the P:ophers ſayings; yet hee iudging of men, 
according to the ſecret i pofition and coriſtitution of their 
he:rt, may deale with them accordingly ,bleffing thoſe that 
in truth doetruft in lym , but curfing ſuch as with-draw 


is the order and general] purpoſe of the words. 

They containe in them a propoſition concerning the 
hearts deceitfulnefſe. Here two things are to be conſidered: 
what is meant by heare; what by decer full. 
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The deceitfalneſſe of Mans Heart. 


Wil 


By heart, mans heart is meant,as appeareth by the con- 
text, Aud now becauſe mans heart 15 ouc of the principal; 
ſeats of the ſoule of man, the:efore by a Aerontmy of the 
[bie, ir 1s viually inthe Scripture put ſometimes toi the 


ipeciall facultics in the ſoule , as more {pecia'ly belong to 
the hcart, as the Will and AﬀeCtions. But hcerc it is 


of, the Vnderſtanding, the Will, the Aﬀections : for all arc 
deceitfull. | 

The word decesrfall is fignificant in the Hebrew , com- 
ming of a Verbe which fignifieth to ſupplant , as Run- 
ncrs in the Race vſe to doe; and from this word had 
lacob his name , becauſe hee caught £/ax by the heelc 
when hee was comming forth of the wombe : So doe 
our hearts cunningly ,-as it were , trippe our heelc 
when wee are to runne theRace which is ſet before ys. 
Trough hcere alſo that reaſon of rhe name which Z/as 
fally gaue to [acob, may truly agree to our hearts; well 
may they be called 7acobs, becauſe they coozen many,and 
doe their endcuourto couzen all of Gods blefſing,and the 
heauenly inheritance. But it may be asked, Is this deceit- | 
fulnefle givento all men indiffercntly, or onely to ſome? 
Anſw. To all, ſauc Chriſt, in whoſe month, (and fo heart) 
was found no guile. By nature, all our hearts arealike. And 
the change that grace makes in this life isnot ſuch but thar 
in ſome ſort, the heart ofthe beſt may be ſaid to be {till de- 
ceitfu],Chriſt indeed gaue Nathanse/ this prayſe,that there 
was no guile in his heart, and D axid ayes thelike of euery 
juſtified, man:bur this is true onelyof,the /pirit,ofthe new, 
or young manthat is created by God inthe regenerate, and 
not ofthe fleſh, that o/dman; anold Foxe indeed , that by 
reaſon of his age is often too hard for the yong man : for 
youth is bur ſimple mregardof old age : Howbeit as yong 
men grow (ill to further a” and arc on the encrea- 


2 ſing 


— 


whole ſoule, fometumes (and that more frequently ) for ſuch þ 


to bee taken for tke wholeſoule, and-all the parts there- | 


q 


« 


Gnacob. 


| Gen.27436- 


Pjal.32.24 
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|| fing hand ; whereas '01d mendecreaſc , till vl ength age 
| bririgs dotage:+ ſo heerc the crafe of this old man 1s daily | 
weakened, the rather ſor thoſe many- wounds which the- 
| ſtronger yong, mans arme giues him in the braine, whereas 
| the/prrituall wiſdome of the youg man increaſeth daily. 
| Thus then we interpret theſe words of the Prophet, Fhe 
| heart of manu adeceitfall, enen the whole heart of the wie 
hed; becaule it is wholly fleſs, and part of the heart of the 
| godly, namely , the vn-regenerate and flefhly pars, The 
| heart of the wicked is deccitfull with a full, ſtrong, and | 
| raigning deccitfulieſſe, the deceitfulneſſe that is: jn the 
' heart otthe godly is weaker;zas being t1{cerned of them,and 
trouen againft by them, The heart of the wicked ſhewes 
itdeccitfulneſſe in the wholecomrſe of their lines. The god- 
ly onely in ſome particular attions. As it is ſaid of D amid; 
hee was wpreght #n all things ſ=ne onely in the mates of 
Uriah, Theigenerall current'of his life-was free from de< 
ceitfulneſſe, though not the particular aftion; Contratily, 
the heart of the wicked may be vpright in /amze particuhar 
attons, as eAbimelechs.in the taking of Sarah ; I-hnow 
Gen.20.6, (faith God) rhow hat done this in the vprightneſſe'of thy | 
heart : yer not inthe mayne of their lives. This is proper 
Pſal119.2. only torhe godly,thar they arc wvpright :n their way, that 
is , the conſtant tenour of their conuerſation, _— this 
decenfulneſſe here giue11to the heart, is ſer forth; Firſt, by 
the gredtneſſeof it: aboue all things. Secondly, by the 
cauſeof it, and exill. Thirdly, by the wnſe earchableneſſe of 
it,{uch thar none ca know it, ffgured with an Imerronati- 
on, who can know it ? that is, none of himlelfe , by his 
owne mother wit, withoutan higher an clearer light , 
{ Theoriginall Tobegin f(t with the decertfzlneſſe of the heart, and 
of the hears | then trocome to theilſultrations. of it afterward » Jr may 
deceitfulnede. | he asked,for the better vnderſtanding thereof: How comes 
this deccitfulnefle into the heart? Is not the heart Gods 
creaturc? and did he not make it ſimple, plaine , andrrne? 
Whence þ 


— —— 


_ w—<—-— 


1. 


Whence then this fraud ?, Lord , thquſowedRinghis field 
of mans heart, the good Cornegt Fauby Truth, Sincerity: 
whence then theſe Tarcs ? Salomop' rels vs, Zcolefe 7-3 1. 
Ged made man righteous.: hut they have. ſought out many 
inuentions. For howlocuer theſe znwentions and deceits, (as 
Moſes ſheweth , Gen.3,) were firſt forged iughe Deuils 
braine, and came out of his ſhop, yerbecayſe they were fo 
readily apprcbended , andasit were brought yp ſofaſt by 
our firſt Parcnes, therefare Salomon alcribes themto man. 
So that howſoeuer here alſo the queſtion conceming thee 
T ares, yi, ThiitHes of treachery , and ponichenaeſie in 
our hearts,qnuay truly be anſwered with that, in the Goſpel: 
The enuious man hath ſowne themzyet withall it, may iuſtly 
be aid, becauſe the ground did ſq open her mouth forthem, 
that the belts te did bing. them farth. IF ar. the firlt, 
when 25 this fickd,was as;the pleaſant Eden of God-z haw 
much mote now, when haying the /2/e as it wereof Gods 
curſc ſowne vpanir, itis become as a barxen Wildernefle? | 
If Adam aud Exe might be charged as the firlt fathers and | 
founders of theſe degeirfullaguencions ſuggeſted by Satan, | 
our greedy apprebenſion of chem, whereby we driukethem 
in as.che fiſe doth water ? It they for welling conſenting to; \ 
how mpch more, for, will conſpiring with the Deusl? 
So, that, whatſpeuer the $eziptures ſhall rell ys concerning | 
| the, Temptersywiles, we may ſafcly draw it hither, andap- 
| ply.it.to,our ſelues, partners and practizers with Satan in 
his (tratagems againſt ourowne ſoulcs. ; 
| . We ſcethentherocke, whereout this deccitfulneſſe was | Th, 4;5culry 
| hewen: A pigge it is of qur owne Sowe; a flower (weede of finding out 
rather) of our. owne Garden. It remayneth , that, more | this deceitful. 
particularly , we ſhould ſee what itis , wherein it conſiſts, | *e- 

and ſhewes it ſelfe. Alabour ſurely full of difficultie, For 
as the woman of Samariafaid of her Wellto Chriſt , The | lokn 4. 
VVell s deepe, andthox haſt no pitcher, the {ame may we 

B 3 ſay | 


lob 1 5.16. | 


_ 
x _ 
-_ = 


C onfcft. lib. 1I0- 
cap.lg.Sunt 
ift« plangende 
tenebre, an qui- 
| bus me latet [a- 
cxltas mea que 
in me eſt, 8 a- 
nimus menus de 
viribus ſuis iſe 
ſe mterrogaxs 
nom {acile fibi 
credendum ex- 
iſt1met, quia & 
94-84 ineft ple 
runque occis!tic 
eſt, niſsexperi- 


entia manifeſtc- 


fr. 

Confcfl. lib.4. 
cap,t6.Grande 
proſundum eft 
bomo,cum ctia 
capillos tu Do- 
minenumeratcs 


babes, Et tamen 
Caphll; ens 19.- 
£4 numirabiles 
ſunt, quam af- 
feftus ers, & 
matus cory. 
Ezck.8.6,13. 


| ny blind corners, the ſecret turnings and windi 


| number (thinke wee) increaſed fince , there bei 
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ſaytoour fclues of this pie, this puddle, this den, this dun- 
geoi\ ; 1t is very both darke and deepe'; Who can ſecir? 
who can'found ifAnd alas,where are our biickers roemp- 
tie it? Who hath not cauſe to complaine with Saint e-Lx- 
ſten , Inſt ranſe hane Ito bewaile that darkneſſe, in which 
that power that is within mee, 'i3ahid from mee; ſo that 

ſoule aching it ſelf conceraing it owne ſtrength cannot Y 
ly beleeme it [elfe , becauſe even that whichindeed i wn vs, 
is kept ſecret - 4 vs till experience manifeſt it.O yee ma. 
;the per- 
plexe Labyrinths , the cloſe krrking holes that arc here! 
who would thinke, that within the compaſſe of fo ſmall a 
piece of fleſh, there ſhould bee roome enoughto harbour 
ſuch ſwarmes of v1inc and vilethoughes, defires, and affe- 
tions; and thar farce more ſecretly from being epyed by 
vs,then the largeſt and waſteſt Cities candoe any couting 
naughty=-packe? Afar us a great deepe , whoſe very haires 


Heart. 


aweannitbed before thee, O Lord: cAnd yet eafrerit ts to 


know the number of his haires, then of the motions and af- 
feftions of his heart, as excellently Saint eL:fen.For,as in 
Hercules Monfter, (till freſh heads, one; pringing vp after 
' thecutting off of the other : and as itt Ezehielr Temple,afs 
ter the ſtghrof ſome 2bhominartions, fill moe : o heere in 
this ſo infinite a receptacle of deceirfill choughts, one de- 
ceit ſucceeding and pteſſing hard at the hevles of another, 
Many inventions, aid Salymon, ſpeaking of thoſe arrhe 
fu inthe heart onely of Adam and Eve : How then is the 
being none, 
whoſe brainc or breaſt hath not caft in his //3dowes Mite, 


at leaft into the common Tresſury ? 'If this Rtinking 
Riuer wereſogreat where- it firſtroſe , how then (thinke 


| wee) hathic inlarged it ſelfe, being-runne rhus farre? No 


maruel{thenif the Prophet, as it were amaze\l to ſee ſuch 
litters, yea, legionsof deceitfullDeuils, couching cloſe in 
this their ſtinking Rye, cry out, as here wehearc liim, The |. 


heart | 


—u  — 
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heart is deceitfull aboxe all things , who can know it? So 
myiticall ae theſe hearts of ours ; ſo deepe andabitruſe 
arc her myſteries of deceit, Why then will ſame lay, doe 
you trouble your ſelfe in yainc? for if none can know this 


you make vs know it? | 

1 anſwer, though no man kuow it as of himſelfe, yer; 
the Lord know; and if wee plaw with his Heifer, wee (hall 
know the darkeſt Riddles. There is a myſtcrie of finn: 
(fayes one) lying in the folds of our hearts, which we ſhall 
neuer ſce, volcfiethe Spirit of God enter in, and giue vs 
light : For this fpirie ſcarcherh the deepe things of Gad, 
x-Cor.3. much more can it ſcarchthe deepneſle of Saran, 
and of mans deccirfull heart. If then wee conſult with the 
Lords Spirit, wee may lcarne of him what theſe deceits 
be, ſo farre forth , as hechath rcucaled them in his Word; 
which is alight whereby wee may ſee in this, 'cuen more 
then «Egyptian darknefſe. Therefore our Saxonr coun- 
ſclleth vs to take the benefit of this light, and notto let it 
Rand vnder the bed; and that vpon this ground, for there 
6 nothing hid [namely in our hearts, though ncuer ſo cloſc- 
ly]4xt 5t ball be opened, namely , by the power of the 
Word, moft plainly. And this Pau/ cxemplifies in his 
Ideot, comming into the Church afſemblics,and in hearing 
the Word opened, ſeeing himſelfc and his ownc heart ope- 
ned, and the ſecrets thereof diſcouercd : Connſell[vnder- 
ſand it of craftic counſell] & 5 the heart of man; but « 
man of underſtanding (vnderſtand ir ſpecially of ſpirituall 
 vnderſtandingout of the Word) w4ll fech it out, faith $S«- 
lomon. Heere the Holy Ghoſt maketh the wiſdome of the 


of the deepeſt pits of deccirfull hearts. And if the wiſe 
man haue 5$kill to let downe this Bucket into other 
mens hearts, and draw it vp full againe, much more then 
into his owne, Though then naturally wee are all blinde, 

B 4 wal- 


myſterie of iniquitie, how theican yon know it? how can | 


Word ts bea Bucket, able to bring vp the filthy mire our | 


The meanes 
to know the . 
hearrs deceir, 
ludg.14.18, 


Mark.4-21,33, 
inrerprered, 


1 Cor. I4+ 


Prou.29.5. 
interpreted. 


| 
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|| walkinginghedarkeCloyftcrs of our hearts; yer, if che 
| bord guebeforyvs with this Torth If hee'rakevy as once 
| Exucbjel;imes this tortupe Temple (StaBl& tather) at 
| leade valong by his Word and Spirit, we ſhalF then cleer- 
ly ſeorbeſſceuerallrankes and orders of the abhominable dee 
 ceirs therein : for in the Word of Godtheteaten oN< 
ders:ro þetieene j4as” D 4izid eonfelſerty hi that his Prayer, 
dpett mine eyes, O Lord; 'thar Tmay ſee wonders out of thy 
Lax, Arnong the which, this of our owne hearts +#bow- | 
ellet:znd anatoryzecd , is not the leaft. ' Indeed, when our 
dead bodiegaretrvtiote, weeamnor fee what & withirt:They 
wiltcaſtforrrar-enil} favour, and wee may fee ſome ftlrhi.. 
| neſfe-and<deformiitic 11 them , the which yer is bnt ſweer« 
| neffoand boati® to that we ſce, when the bodie is cut, 0- 
| pened, and imtrals rakeniout.” Surely, the noſes atid eyese> 
yenof-{ornonaturall mer havfe diſcernevd in mans heatt yn- 
| opened, vnſauoury naſtineffe, odious vglineſſe : Bur alas, 
all that was not enough to humble them , neither was it 
any thing to that they might haue ſcene in the heart broke 
vp by God, the only'skilfull atratomizer thereof, who as he 
feeth all things theveia, lying naked asin an e Anatomy, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeakerh, Heb.4. 3.40 alfo he hath laid ir open 
in his Word vnto vs;as in the verſe before, the fame Apoſtle 
"7 PERF ſheweth, The Word of God 5 lixely, ſharper then the two- 
terpreted. edged” ſword , a difcerner Wthe thoitghrs and ſecret in- 
rents of theheart, meither ts their any creature which 1s not 
manifeſt in it ſight ; namely , of the Word before{pdken 
of : for ſo Ithinke,,* without any violence offered to the 
| wards, may the Text be interpreted : And rhe word] coz 
texne) F rake ifor the treartre. of the hetrr , rarely), the 
rhoughrs and intehts thereof before mentioned. That the 
ſence fhoult be this;The Word: Gifcerneth rhe thetights of 
our hearznorſome, but all:Nothing is there;that the heart 
forgeth, framerhs; and, av it wet, 'createrh within it ſelfe, 
whickthis wordrxketh nor notice oft” But of this ler the 


learned tdge. | Well 


— 
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Well then, fince the Word is that /zght which frinerhin 
this darknefſe. hauing'it with.vs, vencer wee to deſcend 
down into this deepe dungeon, and to launch out into this 
valt Ocean, hauing this plummet to found the botrome 
thereof. They that goe done into the deeps (faith the Pro- 
phet) they for the workest and worders of the Lord. Bur 
| they that gocdowne into this deepearc not now like to ſee 
any thing,bur the deepireſſe of Satan,the workes and won- 

ders of the Deuill, the Lerrarhan that ſporteth himſelfe in 


' his Kidigdome.' Which ſight , though happily nor ſo p/ea- 
ſong, yet profitable iewill be, for to ſhame and v1mble vs : 


| like the Elephant; eleerly wee may ſeeour owne deformi- 
tie. Here is a'g/aſſe, whereiti wee may behold the faces of 
our hearts , and cſpic ecucn the {mnalleft wrinkle of deceit 


the glaffe, what was the faſhion of our face ; but fo, thar 
{till rhe ſight ſeene ſhall Ricke by vs, preſenting ir ſelicro | 
the eye of out vnderftanding. When ſome cunning deceit- 
full Thiefe hath ſtolne onght from thee, thou runncſt pre= 
{ently to the curming Wizard, 2 worſe Thiefe, a worſe De- 
c6iwer, to ſee in his d<cthieable Ghile, 1 know not what 
phanfie, the Thiefe it ſhould be, that hach robbed thee. Lo 
; thy heart, the moſt crafty and .coozening Thietc that can 

bee, hath robbed thee, an1 doth daily filch from thee thy 


: 


——— 


, theſe waters, 'or rather a 2} eptiine triurphing here as in | 


for here, in the Wordare thoſe cleare waters, which: if wee | 
trouble chem not with che nntdde of our owne affections, | 


— _ 


whatſoeuer, And that not fo, as our naturall faces in come | 
mon glaſſes, where we forget, as ſoone as our eye isont of | lames ts 


richeſt treaſure ?ahd catiſt thon i thy lirt loſſe runneto 
the Deuils lying Ghafſe, ro find our a little Thiefe, and wile 
thounot in thy greaterfoſſe, come roGods true Glafſe to 
find out the preat Thiefe 7 If rhyu'thinke(rhereis no fuck 
Thiefe that Refl&otroht from thee, doe but comehither to 
this GHffe, and thBu (hitte fee Hit, and all the rrickes ary 


myftcriesof ifs Clny=catching thatle; Come 1 ay, and /ce 
bin acting — Ws _ Cnap. 
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The Deceitfulnefſe of Mans Heart: 


Deceir of 
heart twofold, 


1-Deceini 
a 
And it is rwo- 
fold. 

1- Diſſimulati- 


on. 


1, Of Euill. 


1.To be done. 
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Cu ar, II. , ; 


Of the deceitfulneſſe of the heart in 
regard of others. 


eas Aking then the m——_— Knife of the Word, 
$9 £8 and ripping vp the belly of chis Monſter, I finde 
8 (a2 ſuch an infinitenumber of the veins of deceitful- 

mee nefſe, andthole ſo knotty, and intricately infol- 
ded together, that hard it isdiſtin&ly and clcerly to ſhew 
them all. Neuerthclefſc, God affiſting, wee ſhall doe our 
beſt endeauour. I thinke therefore that all the deceirfulneſſe 
ofthe heart, diſcouercd to vs in the Word, may be reduced 
to theſe two heads : Firſt, the deceirfulneſſe whereby wee 
decciue others oncly ; Secondly , that whereby alſo we de. 
cciue exr ſelues. 

The former is not that which here the Propher fo much 
aymeth at : And therefore we will not ſo much inſiſt ypon 
ir. It ſheweth it ſclfeſpecially mtwo things : in Dsſſimmn- 
lation and Stimulation; in diflemblin concealing that 
which indeed is, and in fayning and counterfeiting that |. 
which indeed is not. Difimularnon is cither of exil/ or 
good. The diſſembling of exi//is three-fold : Ofeuill robe 
done, Or in doing : Secondly, from being done: Thirdly, 
already done. 

The hearts deceirfulneſſe in hiding that euilt which ſhee 
purpoſeth to do, or 15 indoing, is to make Faire euenof the 
quite contrary. And therefoic in her wittic wickednefle, 
ſhe inventerh ſome colourable pretence to ſhadow her ma+ 
lice and mifchiefe. When Herod intended wolw/aly to moy- 
ry Chriſt, he pretended yet religiouſy to worforp him. Si- 
meonand Lexus cloked th:ir purpoled maſſacre of che Fas 
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| -herites , with the conſcienceof Circinuciſion : 4b/+- 
| /2m his Treaforn , with the Religion of his vow : /oab his 

rfidiouſneſſe ro Abnerand Amaca with friendly words, 
and Syren-like falutations : 1/aael his murthcrous minde 
toward thoſe cightic men with his Cyzcodile teares: Indas 
his couctouſnefle , with a Chew of a liberall and mercifull 
affeion towards the poore: and rhe [ewes their enxie 2- 
gainlt (ri, with their dvty to {2/ar. Thinke yee that 
the ſewes cared for (2ar ? No, none fo impaticnt of his 
yoke as thy : Bur they had murtherous hearts, thirſting for 
our Lords bloud; that was the true cauſe; and the cauſe of 
cheir malicio1s heart was their owl? eye, that could nor 
indure the glorious brightneſle of his grace ; but if they 
ſhould haue allead at,all the World would hauecryed 
ſhame on them : therefore ro hide the odiouſneſle of their 
fa, they ſero it the faire make of loyalticto "4/ar. 
Thus alwayes inthe perſecutions of 7o/eph, his coare ſhall 
be brought forth, as it was once by his enuious Brethren, 
' that ſold him; by his whoriſh Miftreſle, that flandered him. 
Some one ſpecious an1 plauſible pretence or other ſhall be 
deuiſed bythe wicked, to faue their credirtin the World. 
So like Rowers ivthe Boate, whileſt in their pretencethey 
looke one way, in their zutent, they poe the cleane con- 
trary. This tricke of deccirfulneſſe che heart hath learned 


| of that Arch-mafter of deceits, the Deunill : who ſome- 


rimes will needs become a Preacher of the Truth, as when 
| he ſaid, Theſe are the ſernants of the moſt high God, &c. 

leſus of N azaret. I know who thou art, exen the haly one 
| of God: bur yer he then plotteth michiefe, thinking by one 
| truth, to conuey and wind intoour minds an hundicd lyes. 
Thus rruth is made to vſher falſhood : for eucn in thoſe his 
ſugred glozing words , wherem hee _ Chriſt rhe 
Sauiour of the World , ir is eafie toſpic out warre in his 
heart : fot it is to be marked, how hee calleth himTeſus of 
| Nazares, thereby to nouriſh the errqur of the multitude, 
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The deceirfulueſſe of Mays Heart. | 


thatchought he was borne there, and ſo not the Meſſiah, | 
whoſe birth they all knew ought to be at Berhlem. Jeſus 
then, and the ho/y pe of God, arc Butter and Oyle,, as Was 
afterward , Good Maſter rheuregardeſt no mans perſon; 
but Jeſies of Nuzaret, that is a/word, as was afterward, 
Is it lawfyull to giue tribute ? Andothat which Saloman 
ſpeaketh of che Flattcrer, thathee freageth a Net before 
-his brothers feete, is true in thoſe flattering ſpeeches, The 
Deuill ſometimes giueth the truth : indecd hee doth bur 
ſer a ſnare to catch the truth in. As Saul, a goodScholler 
in his Schoole , did for Daz, in giumg him<Hicholro 
wife: [ will give timber, ſaith hc, chat /5+ ppay be 4 ſnare 
vntohim, and that the hand f the Philiſtums may be vp 
him. Hereis a good ſhew of ſpeciallfauour and good will, 
cuenſuch, as /imple Dauid was ina manner rauiſhed with 
ic, tothinke that fis meanneſlſe ſhould bce howoured yegh 
ſo great a Marriage :-But it is but a baixe,, coucrihg the 
hooke, hony poylon. Theſe of all other are tha molt {cexer 
deceits, which are thus mantled and masked with the giſ- 
guiſed pretences of ſpeciall louc and kinqueſſe, Andihere- 
forc Saloman not ignorant heroof,avhen hegommendsbexn 
tie and munificencc in a Prince, he affociates tx&cþ theteto; 
Bonntie and truth doe gnerd the King, that is.t0 lay a truc 
(not a treacherous) bounty : for there is a falle and Jyin 
bounty, deceiuingthok on whom ir. is beftaweds. Ang as 
inthe Proucrbe, there azegsfi/r ſſo gofts + ſuckas wasthar 
of Sau/to Danid; Bread mouc hand, a.ftone in the os 
ther., Infinite 1yere ito {peake, all that mighrbe6ſpokey 
he: :It is ſo common a praQtice inthe World, yea, audit is 
counted wi/dome for mer thus to vaile thew wtents tuith 
pretences, their meaning with their words, that-the truth 
] ay bethought falſe, and falſhgod true, Ni hien-tlicy meane 
q to /771%e the head with.one hand , they willfirlt ereke it 
with the other; or,as he ſayes, w4rh.one handthey willclaw 
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| on the head,with the other ſmite onthe obeekg. The Tale- 
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| bearer: when hee 'comes toſet his Brothers good name at 
' ale, how-cunningly, how artificially wilthe rraduce? mea- 
ning to bite his brother, he will firſt &;/ſe him, Bur well did 
Salomonpreterrea friends wounds betore ſuch kiſſes: for 
theſe kiffes arc /rdas kiſſes: They wound mortally; the 0- 
ther edivinally.Therefore cxcellently doth Sal/mon cha- 
rater him, The wordes of the whiſperer (as Tremelins 
reads it) are /iketo the words of thoſe that- are often knoc- 
hed:bat they goe downe into the bowels of the belly,So deep- 
ly doe they pierce: When he begins firſt to open his packe, 
he will fetch a deepe {igh , profefſing that becauſe of his 
great loueto theparty, he i; very ſorriefor him z and ſo at 
length with aſad counten-nce, with eyes caſt downe, with 
aflow and lamenting voice , as though the offence of his 
brother were to him as a blow with a Cudgell, ot comes 


* theſlander : Loe, a cunning cranke of deepe and deuilliſh 


deccitfulneſſe, ſo to diſguize' mmrthermg malice , that it 
ſhall be taken cuen for »otherly mercy, to lament and cry, 


as if himſclfe were beaten , whileſt he with the ſcourge of 


his viperous tongue vnmercifully laſhoth others, 

So allo vnder the colour of zca/e and hatrcd againſt fin, 
docſome couer their hatred againſt mens perſons, in their 
bitter cenſuring of them : And others —__ 


thanks thee, I am not as this Publicane.Butas (ryſoſtome 


laycs, this would not [erue his turne : for it 1s no thankeſ-gi- 


wing to vphraid others with their faults , and boafimgly to 
inſult exer thoſe that haue done amiſſe. Bur heer we ſhould 
docthe Church of Rome iniury to leaue her out, who inZeed 


carrieth;away the bell from z11 others in this kind of de- 
ccitfull painting and colouring: ynder the Nameof Chriſt's 
Spouſe playing the filthy, Harlor ; ynder the ritle of the 


r the colour of 
g13ing thankes vnto God , hide their vaincoſtentation of 
their owne vyertues , as that Phari/ze, thatſaid; Lord, 7 


| 
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Church, fighting againſt his Church; vnder the colour of | contra Eccle- 


Religion, taking away the v5gogr of it,and ina word, 
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1 
king the ſhew of codlineſſe to be onely acloake of wicked= 
&candM neſſe, 1 would rather (er ot thus in Malter Foxes wordes, | 
ARs and Mo- 


| -nr,Volz, | Fen in mine owne,he hath ſo liuely and mrthe right colours 
wn tu begin- deſcribe, or rather «eforined this Monlter ; thus wricing 
ning of Luthers | © of her: As indoctrine, fo in orcicr of lite, and deepe hy- 

| StOrYe « pocrific was ſhe corrupted , doing all things vndec pre- 
 « tences and diſſembled ticles. Vnder the pretence of Pe- 
<« 6x5 Chairc, they cxc:citcd a Maicſtie abouc Emperours 
© and Kings : vnder the vitor of their vowed Chaſtitic 
© raigned adultery : vnder the cloakeof profeſſed poverty, 
© they poſſeſied the goods of the Temporalty : vader the 
4 ©ritle of being dead tothe World, they not onely raigned 
<« jn the World, but alſo ruled the World:vnder thecolour 
« of the Keyes of Heauen to hang yndertheir girdle, they 
* brought all the Eſtates of che World ynder their girdle, 
&« and crept, not only into the purſes of men, bur alſo in- 
**totheir conſciences : they heard their confeſſions , the 

* knew their ſecrets, they diſpenſed as they were diſboſed, 
© and looſed what them lifted, And fo much for the firft 
deceitfull diſſimulation of euill to be done. 

The fecond, Theſecond is, whenthe euill which weare ready to doc, 
from bcing is yet,by a ſubtilckind of violence,kepr in,fo that it comes 
——_—_ not forth into the outward at, Thus many thereare, that 
politiquely, by a ſmooth and cloſe carriage, ſmother, and 
prefle in many of their vices, which if they ſhould breake 
forth, might hinder them in their defignes or defires. An q 
cxample wee haue in Haman; who, though inwardly hee | 3 
ſwelled with malice againſt Afordecate, becauſe of his ſtiffe | 
knee and our heart ; yet, as the Scripture ſayes, he reſra- 
ned himſelfs ; hee brake not forth into any diſtemper of 
| wor ds, but craftity concealed and confined his anger with- 
} in the bounds of his ownc bolome , left ——_— the ſuc- 
cefſe of his bloudy plot , already afſented toby the King, 
mi ght haue beede hindred; when as by this meanes , the 


| grofle abuſe of theKing in his falſe ſuggeſtions againſt the 
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lewes, and feigned pretenices of the publike good , would 
ſoone hauc come to light; and that the true cauſe was but 
a matter of private ſpleene againlt AZordecate, Thus mas | | ** me 
ny, whilft they arc in pctition of ſome Office, or in expe. — 
ctation of ſome profit or preterment, how wittic, how wi- | Sued ſibjvo. 
ly arethey in the diſſembling of their greedy,griping,cruel, | lurt, dumid 
ambirious,auaritious,and other vitious diſpoſitions, which | #7*tran: bon 
might make auy rub in their way ? There arc not ſo many, / mm AO 
nor ſo cunning devices for the hiding of xaturall infirms- | ._ ral 
ties of the body (as the crookedneſle of the legs, or backe, | & #audutentiſ: 
want of a tooth, or aneye, or fuch like) as in ſuch caſcs the | ſomi ſunt.Plaur. 
deccitfull heart will find out forthe hiding of the wnatn- 
rall deformities of the loule. But let once their defires be | 
granted,thenthey ſhew themſclues; then the waters before 
ttopt and damimcd vp., runne ouer , and rage furiouſly. 
Hence it was that the Propher well acquainted with the ' 
craft of theſe Foxes, prayes; Let not the wicked haxe his | 
deſire, O Lord, performe not ha thought, leſt hee be proud. | Pſal.140. in- 
Why, was hce not proud before? Yes , in his very wi- | lightned, | 
ſhes hee was proud , but then pride was locked vp, and | | 
impriſoned; now: his deſire being ſatisfied, it would walke 
abroad and play reakes : rhe mcaning then of the Prophet 
is, that the wicked, that before the obtainment of his pur- 
poſe was proud inwardly, bur yet in policic repreſſed ir, 
would now be proud outwardly, and open the floud gates, 
that the current mjght runne amayne. And: ſurely io it is 
oftentimes , that as Saul hid himſclfe in the (tuffe, when 
he wasto beechoſca King ; {o the wicked inthe like caſes, 
when they looke either by cleCtion, or other meancs, to | 
get this or that, very cloſcly hide, though not with Sax, 
chemlelucs,yet their filthy (tuffe and baggage within? Any 
that with noleſic ſubrill ſl-ights,then once Rachel hid che 
Iols, Rahab the Spies: They will make enen thoſe that do 
more narrowly marke them, belecuc , that they haue dif- 
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| Pride a Priſo. 
ner, and Pride 
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carded, and ſent away packing thoſe corruptions,. which | 
yet 
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yerlye fecretly hatboured in the cloſets of their hearrs. As 
KR ahab bore the Ierichnntines in hand , the 1{raclites were 
gone away,when as they lay hid v1der the alkes of Flaxe, 
ypon the roofc of the houſe : Such ftaltes of Flaxe , ſuch 
14 xpun]s Tis | cloaker of ſhame \ asthe Apoſtle lpeaketh , asit were the 
eas. romerags, and worne ſhoes of thoſe guilefull Gabeoxrtes, 
2.Cur.4.z haue all uch that walke craftily, to hide their filthineſle 
loua9 4 | fromthe eyes of the World, In which regard the Scrip- | 
Manth.3.7. ture very fitly hath called them generations of Vipers ; tor 
] Puatti-6z7- | as the Viper hath his recth buricd in his gammes , ſo that 
one would rhinke it were a harmelefle'beaft, and could not” 
bite; ſo alſo haue theſe deccitfull Hypocrites their ſecret | 
corners and conueyances, wherein they ſo:cunningly couch + 
their wickedneſle, that one would take them, of all others, 
to be the molt innocent, To this appertayneth that ſumili- | 
Luke 11.44. tude of our Sauiour, Luke 11.44. Foe bee to you Seribes 
opencd. and Phariſet, . for yee are as granes which ap- 
peare not, and the men that walke oner them perceine not. 
As the deepe graue hides the tinking carkaſfle, and keepes | 
inthe ſtench from offending any mans ſincll , that mien 
walke ouer them , and yet neuer percciuec the caill ſauour 
that is within : ſothe deepe and difſembling heart of man 
is a cunning digoer of ſuch graucs, nay, itſelfe, as it were, 
is a graue, wherein their rortenmneſle and corruption lyes to 
cloſcly couered, that hardly the ſharpeſt noſes of ſuch as 
conuerle with them ſhall bee able to ſmell them out. So 
powerfull is po/zcte in the wicked to reftraine their corrup- 
tion from ſcandalous eruption; more by farre, ſometimes 
1 than is grace in fome that arc truely religious, For , 
looke how 1/aacke made ſhew of ſtrangeneſſe with Re- 
becca his wife , when the knowledge of that neercneſſe 
might” haue hazarded his' life : fo doe euill men coun- 
terfeir a kind of ſtrangeneſſe, cucn with their beſt be- 
loued finnes, where open familiaritie might be dangerous: | 
But as //aacke was at length difcoucred, when eAbimelech 
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ſaw him (| porting wick her: ſo rheſe cloſe companions, let 
them bee heeded continually , bur with ſomething more 
attentiue an eyc, and it will be hard but ſometime or other 
we ſhall rake them napping,an:l(as Beggars fayning lamc- 
neſſe withour their crutches , without their veiles) cucn 
very familiarly (porting themſclues with thoſe fins, by the 
craftie fo:be1rance whereof they formerly deceiued vs, 
The third decezt in di//imulation is, to diſlemble and 
conceale euill alreadie done. The Strumpet, when ſhe hath 
caten ſtolne bread, yer ſhe hath ſuch a dexreritie in the wi- 
ping of her lips, thatnort the leaſt crumme ſhall hang on to 
bewray her, nor the leaſt igne of her wantonneſſe ſhall ap- 


peare : And therefore boldly ſhe ſayes, 7 haxe done no wic- 


| kedneſſe, And this ſhe carries ſo cloſely from the eye of the 


World,that $:/2925x (hewes it to be as hard to find ir out, 
as thoſe things which are hardeſt; namely, as the way of an 
Eagle in the ayre,not to bee ſecne afteronce flowne away ; 
the way of a Serpent ona ſtone, gliding away without lea- 
uing any unprefſion of her body behinde, and afterward 
creeping into ſome hole of the earth ; the way of 4 ip in 
the Sea, (wift'y carried away with the winds; and laſtly, as 
the way of a man with a mayde , that is, a coſe and chaſte 
Virgin, that is kepr clo'e from the acceſſe of ſtrangers. 
Looke how hard it isfor a man iudged vnworthy,to get an: 
honeſt molelt virgin , kept cloſe in her parents houſe 
Fre” is made no lefle difficult thento get a flying E gle) 
o hard itis to diſcoucr a Whore , to conuince her of her 
wickedneſl2. This is the way of an «Adultreſſe, that is, as 
hard to find o'1t as any of the foure fore-mentioned things. 
Her deccitfull hea. t is fo fruirfull 2 hatche: of ſhifts and e- 
uaſions, And this is naturall to all the Sonnes of eAdan, 
after the example of their Father, when they haue done 
euill, preſently to runne into the thickets to ſecke one co- 
uerlers to hide thir nakedneſſe. Sometimes by groffe and 
palpablelying, otherwhiles by the neater and finer kinde 
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of lying; I meane that ſopbiſticall Teſuiticall Equiuocati- 
ox : a tricke the Deuill their Maſter hath taught them by 
Tho Death his owne example ; but ſo much the worſe in them then in 
eouuocation | Dim, for that hee equiuocated to hide his 5gnoraxce of that 
_ ſobad as | which he could not reuecale: theſe cquiuocate to hide their 
the leſuites. | knowledge of that they can and ought to reucale ; for being 
ſometimes poſed with ſome queltions concerning future 
euents, and not knowing well what to anſwere,and yet not 
willing to loſe his credit with his blinde worſhippers , ei- 
ther by filence or plaine ſpeech, hee ſhaped his anſweres in 
ſuch an ambiguous hovering manner, that, which way ſo- 
cuer theeuent ſhould fall our , it could not fall out amiſſe 
to his anſwere; becauſe being vpheld with this prop of E- 
quiuocation, it would ſtand true cuen in contrary euents. 
Thus when in his Prophets hec was demanded by efhab 
concerning his going to warre againft Ramorh Gilead, and 
the facceſſ thercof, hee anſwered, Goe, the Lord will de- 


thou lying equiuocating Spirit? whether into the hands of 
the Adwer/ſary King _ ſubdued, orof it ewe King to 
beereſcued and dehiuered ? This hee determines nor, but 
| ſpeaketh ſuſpencely and vncertainly , ro gull eFhab , and 
| make bim run head-long vpon his owne deftruftion. And 
| 


| liner it into the hands of the K ing: Yea,but of whar King, 


| yet here once againe, marke how the Deuils equiuocating 
} The Deuill 15 not all-out fo bad as the Iefuits : for he conteſſcth his c- 
confeflgthB- | quiuocating to beplainelying; [will go, ſaith he, and be a 

q 3 von tying ſpirit im the mouthes of the Prophets He was onely an 

ce lying, : . gag 4 R 

whichis more | £quiuocating ſpirit intheir mouthes: for the words inſome 
thenTeſuirs | ſence, and as the Deuill might interpret them, might bee 
wildoc, true,and yet he grants that his words,though neuer ſo qua- 
lified with equiuocating quirkes, were no | then lyes, 

But the Teſuits,not hauing1lo much as the Dcuils mgenuity 
in them, ſticke not to iuſtifie their equiuocations as juſt and 
lawful.The wicked deceitfulnes wherof the deuils praftice, 
euen of it ſelfe alone, without his confeſſion, is ſufficient to 
diſcouer:for(befides the example already mentioned, & his 


——_——. 
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'{ daily praRticc in his crooked Oracles among the Heathen:) 


Thusdealt he at the firſt withour firſt parencs,telling them, 
chat by cating the forbidden fruit,cthesr eres holdbe opened, 
and they ſhould be <—— good and exi/{/Now the 
knowledge of cuil is two-fold:Fitſt a pare & ſimple know- 
ledge of it, in at ſelfe, 2. 2 feeling & experimentall know- 
ledge of it inour ſelues.The Deuil indeed meant onely this 
latter,poſlefling yet the minds of Adam & Ewe with an ap- 
prehcnſion, and expeRation,of the former.Now if the deuil 
ſhould hane bin challenged for decciuing, had not his de- 
fence bin rcadie with this ſhield of Equiuocation?might he 
not haue ſaid euenthat which CAZoſes, hauing reference to 
this his ſpeech ſpeaketh, v.7,vhy ? are not my words true? 
are not your cies now opened to [ce your crrour, which be- 
fore you ſaw not?do not you know your ſelues to be naked, 
and ſo haue not you that knowledge of euil, which Iproii- 
ſed,cuen a knowledge arifing out of your owne experience? 
and yet for all this, Pa/ for thisfa&cals him a coozener, & 
our Sauiour a murtherous Lyer. This wont of his hc k 
with Chriſt himſclf, when ſhewing him only the ſhadowes 
and imaginary repreſcntations of things, hee ſaid, Al thzſ+ 
will I gize thee. A greateatch ſure; cuen iuſt nothing, Thus 
alſo played he with Sax/,taking vpon him to foretel future 
eucnts in the hands of God, 7's morrow thox and thy ſonnes 
feall be with me, that is, ſhall dye. How came the ill 
to be of Gods counſell , thar he can fo certainly determine 
the end of any mans dayes, which are numbred with God? 
no, he doth not define it certainly, but ſpeakes darkly and 
deccitfully : for ro morrow]doth not onely fignific the dy 
immediately following, but alſo,the time to come indefinite- 
ly, andart large ; as inthat of our Saujour , Care nor for 
ro morrow, andinthat of God , When thy ſonne ſhall acke 
thee to morrow, What us this ? that is , hereafter, in the 
time to come; andinthar of the Poet , Seeke not what ſhall 
be to morrow, and ] care onely for to day : who knowes to 
3 more 
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| morrow ? Now indeed Sal did not dyc the next day after 
this conference, as wilt appeare tothe more diligent perue 
ſer of the whole context of that Hiſtory: yer Saran fceing: 


ſome likelihoods of it , ventred toro ſpeake, as it the next 
day he ſhould haue dyed; but with all, becaule he was not 
ſure of ir, hee ſo tempered his ſp:cch with the ambiguitie 
of the word, tomorrow, that his credit might bee {aued, 
chough Sax! h:d notdyedrill a ycere after. Thus wee {ce 
how the Deuill, ashceis the Father of Lyes in geuerall, 
ſo alſo of this more handſome and cleanly manner of lying, 
wherewith thedeceirfull heart of man vſeth to difſemble, 
and hide it ſhame. Not but that it aboundeth with varic- 
tic of divers other ſuch like knackes and deuiſes. For wee 
ſce how Day1d could goe about to cloake his adukery : 
firſt, by ſending for /r:4h home , and then commanding 
himto goeto his wife : ſecondly, when this tooke not, by 
making him druuke, —_ Wine would perſwade him 
better then words : thirdly, wken neither this would fadpe, 
by murtherivg of him, and marrying of his wife.But of all 
| other fetches, none to this of the arreficiall Lye, diſguiſed 
by Equiuocatuon : all other lycs are the Dcuils Brats 7ohn 
$.44- but this is his firlt-borne ; aud this 15s moſt inrequeſt 
with his Schollers at this day, and therefore wee haue the 
longer inſſte.| ypon it, And pl muchfor difſimulation of evil, 

Difſcmbling of goodis, when we conceale and ſmother 
that grace and conſcience which 1s in vs, being in ſuch pla- 
cesand companies, where ſuch things may bee preiudiciall 
vnto.vs, Thus many Proteſtants, beingin places of Kdola- 
try, honour the Maſſe with their preſence. Thus many of 
the conuerted Corinrhians, oucr-taken with the humane 
temptation, as Paultermerh it, that is, atempration arj- 
fing from humane frailtic; roo much fearing men, gratified 
their Idolatrous acquaintance with their preſence at the 
Idols Feaſts. Ando by an outward ſhew of Idol atry, they 
| did hide that inward hatred of Idolatry that the Lord had 


wrought | 
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wrought in them. Thus alfo did Peter himſelfe,” ouercome 
with the ſame temptation, 7#daize inthe preſence of the 
lIewes, conforming, himſelfe to their Ceremonies , contra- 
ry to his owne, both knowledge, A#s 10.1 / > ahd for- 
merpraRice, Ga/.2-13. And thus ſome Protefſors being in 
the company of the prophane , willnor ſtickero game, ro: 
guzzle, and'{weare with them: cuery way ſo carrying 
themſclues, that they ſeeme to care for nothing more in 
ſuch companies, then thar their language may not bewray 
themto bee Galilears , of their countenance tobeſuch as 
thoſe which are going vp to Ternſaley, O my brorher, 
what a ſhame is this for thee, to be aſhamed of chat which 
is thy Crowne, thy glory? How vnworthy artthou of rhe 
grace of God, who offcrelt it, and ſo God himfelfe fo vile 


— 


| 


OD — ——— — — — 


anindignitic ? If it bee a ſhame- among -men fora childe, 
though neuerſo much aduanced aboue his pooreFarher,to 
be aſhamed of him in regard of his meannefſe , what then 
for vs to be aſhamed of our heauenly Father, ſo full of gto- 
ry and maieſtie? If jt were a ſhame for -Dawsd to- play the 
naturall foole , much more for a Chriſtian to play*the 


—_ foole, to make ſhew of wickedneſle. Surely yet 
of t 


erwo deceits, this isfarre the worſe, to make-menbe- 
leeue wee are not religious when wee are, then contrarily. 
True indeed; The /ip of excellencie doth not become a foole: 
it is naught when wicked wicked men will bevfingygraci- 
ous ſpeech, to ſeeme religious : but much leſſe doth lying 
beſeeme 4 worthy man : Itis farre worſe when goed mien 
will vſe the faſhion of the wicked. For in che diſſembling 
of vice, and fayning of godlineſſe, though wee dochurr to 
our ſelues,yet wemay doe good toothers byour example; 
caufing them to doe that in truth, which our ſelics doc 
onely in hypocrifie. As oftentimes — by fay- 
ned mourning, wring forth true teares out of the ſpeQa- 

tors eyes. But inthe difſembling of our grace,and maki 

ſemblance of wickednefſe, as wee hurtour ownc, ſo al 
C.9 the 


Mart,26, 
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| 


| 


| Is Thel. 5.22, 


2-Sam. x. 


the ſoules of many others; fichhing and hardning them. 
{clues in finae, by our example, 
But heere, happily,ſoine wih ſay,that ic is impoſlible for 


no counterfcit, but a wicked man indeed. 
eAnſw. 1. There are many indifferent ations in them- 


whereof a man may faine wickednefle., 

2. 1nanany evill aRious there is a two-fold euill. Firſt, 
the cuill it ſelfe that is done : Secondly,the cuill that is lg 
nified by that which is done. As in /oſephs ſwearing by the 
life of Pharaoh, in Peters Tudaizing, in Jeboſbaphars ioy- 


a _—_ of the ations themſclues , there is a further cuill 

med, namely, that Zoſeph is as prophane as the e£gyp- 
_=_— Teboſhaphat as 5+ cm jy Peter as os. 
Ritious as any of the Iewes. Now , howſocuer they that 


long haire, he doth <1tll, but yer he is not cuill in that kind | 
of wickedneffe , which this aRion ſcemes to import. For | 
to weare long haire is commonly a badge of a Royſter, or 
Rufhan, yet the Profeſſor is not ſuch aone indeed. And 
therefore hoe makes ſhew of that cuill to bee in him, which 
indeed is not. For, as 2 man may belic himſelfe in words, 
as he that told Daxed he had flaine Saw, when indeed hee 
had not; ſoalfo in his deedes, which alſo haue their lan- 
| guage. And this is, when wee doc ſome leſſer euill, that 
catrics with ita foulc note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a grea- 
ter cuill, of the whichyet we are innocent, If Joſeph with 
his mouth ſhould haue ſaid, I care for the true God as little 
as the «Egyptians, who ſeeth not butthat he ſhould haue 
fained that wickedneffe ro be in himſelfe , which in truth 


| was not ? Now , by ſwearing by Phareahs life, in effect 
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any to faine himlelfe to be wicked; foraſmuch as none can | 
counterfeit wickednefle by doing that which is cuill , is 


| clues, which yer haue an appearanceof euill, by the doing | 


ning with e{bab in affinitie, and ocietic of warre : beſides | 


hefaid as much. Theſe | 


| 


doe euil} are indeed euil] in regard of thefirſt kind of euill, | 
yet notin regard of the ſecond. When a. Profeſſor weares | 


. 
k& 
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 Thelſebe the deceits of Diſſimulation ; The deceit of 


Simulation is ſpecially that , whereby men make ſhew of | 


that grace and godlineſſe which eithey they haue not ar 
all, or elſe nor in that meaſure they make ſhew of, being 
ſpagially ſwayed -with the filter reſpeRts of gaiue and 
glory. To make ſhew of more grace then indeed is , may 
be incident to the;godly : but to make ſhew of grace 
when there 15 not auy at all, no not ſo muchas the leaſt li- 
kingof it, this is peculiar to the wicked. With whom that 
miſchieuous CMachiavei/ian precept ſo much preuaileth; 
That vertwe it ſelfe ſhowld not be ſought after, but axe! 
the appearance; becauſe the credit ts 4 ode, the w/e.4 
cumber. Wherefore as [akhob , to ger [facks blefling, put 
on Eſans cloathes ; foe doe theſe hypocrites, to get the 
bleſſing and praiſe of men, in outward babire apparell 
themſclues like Chriſtians. And as Jakob thereby decriued 
T1ſach, (odo theſe oftentimes the moſt iudigious Chriſtian; | 
like as the ligg-cree with her leaucsdeceiued Chrift , and 

as the emptic boxes in the Apothecarics ſhops, with their 
fare titles written vpon them , decciue the ignorant com+ 
mers in. Though their hearts, be baſe , and vile earthen 
pots, yet they mul} be oucs-laid with ghefiluer drofle. of 
glozing, and glorious 'wordes. Thus hypocrites ſpeake 
not ox of, ut contrary to the abundance of their hearts, 
Whentheir lips, like gopd mens, ſcatter knowledge,their 
heares at the ſame time, naugheinefſe, They know thegy 
ſolpes to haue Liows pgeeth , and yerwomens haire mylt 
on; to be Wolucs, and yet the beepescloarhing nuſt on, $0 
be dragons, and the lambes s muſt on ; aud that 

45 once among the Iewes many rude vnlettered'and yn- 

nurrured ruſtickes ware the rough. garment of the Pro- 

phets; namely, to deceexe. Some Painters haue had ſuch 

a gift inthe liuely expreſſing of the formes of Bizds and o- 

ther Beaſts, that truc Birds and liuing Beaſts have beene 


— 


Y | Machiauils 


Maxime. 


decejued in taking them for theis mates. But the hipacrice 
C 4 puts' 
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Alam. 


Hypocrites 
outwardly may 
goe as farre (if 
not further) 
then the beſt 
Chriſtians. * 


— 


i 


uts downe the Painter :for by his glozing and gliſtring 
Acres, mall ourward-workes he doth fo perfectly re- 
{mble the true Cl#iRtian; that he deceigeth- nor, as the 
Painter; filly Birds, but reaſonable men; yea, learn-d and 
experieneed Chriſtians, Whence it cominth to paſſe, tat 
as the Horſe neighed ar the piture of # Horſe, as if ir had 
beche's tte borfe , and as the Calfe in the Epigramme, 
went'to ſicke the tcates ofa painted Cow ; fo euenſome- 
time the wiſcſt Chriſtians, alike decciucd with the coun» 
terfeits, embrace and cnterraine them as their fellowes, 
thinking ©<o ſucke ſome ſweerenefle of grace out of them: 
for as the e#/gyprian Tuglers onrwardly reprefented Mo- 
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plura dolenti-« 
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Luke 18. 
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F 
I Matth.6. 
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fes miractes , and ſo deeeiued Pharoah : ſo do hipocrites 
the pieric and zeale of Chriſtians , and thereby bleare the 


| eyes of the goodly. Nay, oftentimes , as falſe gold in gli- 
| tering goes 


IN ond rrue; 'and once their hired mourners 
in lirtentation;” beyond the ' deceaſed parties owne 
friends; and fawning flatterers in outward complements 
of friendſhip, beyond true friends themſelues; ſo may 
tiypocrites in emryward workes'feeme to carrie it away 
from the foundeſt Chriſtians. Hypocriſie, 'though it bee 
barthtApe of Chtiiariitie, and propoundeth' it onely for 
outward imitation; yerhere for all that, the smit ation ex- 
ceedeth in ſome — the /mple,the pitture,the parte re 
Is the true Chriſtian Hvr in prayer? he will /weat : Is hee 
fomerbing mote forreflÞ*Hewill weepe and blubber* Ih 
| Preaching cries/he? He Wiflt oare, Tn hearing doth he but 
Hit 'vp his band? he will lift vp his 'voyce. Doth: hee 
bur fgh /oft{yhe will cry out amaine. Doth he ran? hee 
| will Salley Doth the ttue-hearted Publicay looke with 
with his &ycs' off the grottnd? the hypocritical! Jewes will 
hang downe their heads like Bulf->u res, when yet their 
hearts ftand vpright enough. Dbth' 75mothre weaken his 
conſtitution By abſtinence? the Pharr/ſce will neucr giue 
=_ rill all his-complexion be whely withered and 
| wanzed 


| 
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wanzcd. Doth Parxl corre&t his body with milder cor- 
re&ion, as it were a blow onthe cheeke? the Zeſuite will 
martyr his fides with his ſeuerer diſcipline of Scorpions: 
Whither will not pride and vaine-glory {purre on the hy- 
pocrite? Gods glory carries thefincere Chriſtian no 
turther then to Martyrdome; there is the higheſt pitch 
of outward workes, performeable by a Chriſtian; and yet 
yaine-glory driues the hypocrite thither alſo. As Saint 
eA»ſttn notably ſhewes, writing vpon thoſe words of the 
P/almift; Thou knoweſt the ſecrets of the heart, that for 
* thy ſake we are ſlaine continually. What meanes this 
* ( {aith the learned Father) he knoweth the ſecrets of 
« our hearts? what be thele ſecrets? Surely theſe, that for 
« thy ſake we are flaine all the day long. Thou andI may 
«ſee a man to be ſ{lainc;but whyhe is flaine thou cant nor 
* te}l : This God knowes; it is hidden from vs, cue in the 
«yery Garholike Church:Thinke ye there neuer were any 
« Catholiques, or that now there may not bee ſome'thar 
© would ſuffer onely for the praiſe of men? If there were 
© not ſuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would not haue ſaid, 
« Though I give my body to bee burned, and haue not 
* charity ,, 1 am nothing. Thete may be ſome therefore 
that may do this,tather in the yanity of boaſting ,,- then in 
the ſincerity of loue, So farre «Auſtin. Whereby it may 
calily appeare how ftrange are the feates and faynings of 
mans deceirfull heart. Jugglers deluſions are more ea- 
fily eſpiable then thefe of a falſe and fayning heart. 
Hence it, is that. in Scripture hypocrifie is compared to 
lexen, which our eyes cannot diftinguiſh "ſoon wi by 
the co/oxr;but onely our palate by thezafte.Onr liands are 
more -'comperent Iudges. for: theſe deceiners, 'then our 
cares; which will foone be bewitched with their goodly, 
and glotious words, But let vsbegin to handle them bur 
a lictle , and preſfcutly we ſhall feele ſuch a roughneſſle, 
ſuch a thorninefle, that wee may trucly ſay, The 
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veJce of Tacob : but the hands of Eſas. : , 
And thus much briefly for the firſt branch of this 
doctrine of the hearts deccirfulnſſe. The yſe whercof is 

two-fold, 

Firſt, to teach ys wiſedome and warineſſe in giuing en- 
tertainement in our hearts to others; that we do not pre- 
ſently ſer open the doores to let in all, No, though they 
be ſuch as come commended vnto vs, with all the orace 
that outward ſhewes can lend them. Otherwiſe, if wee 
be negligent hercin , as once the Patriarkes by their rea- 
dinefle to hoſpitalitic, in ftcad of men, received holy An- 
gells, ; ſo wee coutrarily, by our readinefſe to belceue, 
making our hearts conumon Innes for euery one to lodge 
in, inſtead of holy Angells, may quickly receiuc the foule 
and filthy Fiends : for talſe prophets themſelues, as (hri/t 
tels vs, come #n ſheepes cloathing , and ſo the Diuell him- 
ſelfe transfigured into an eAngell of light. How humbly 
did thoſe captaines preſent themſclues — he Teremie, de- 
firing his prayer , his counſell, and promiſing obedience? 
and yet they had reſolued beforc-hand what to doe , and 
did bn difſemble un their hearts, in their ſoreligious a 
ſhew of comming to the Prophet. How eaſily may good 
leremie bee deceiued with ſuch faire ſhewes? In the A- 
poltles times did not the falſe Seducers, which ſerued not 
the Lord Teſws , but their owne bellies, yet with faireand 
flattering ſpeech deceive the hearts of the fimple , and 
make marchandiſe oftheir ſoules,Did they not makegreat 
ſhewes of more then ordinary humility and morrification? 
or what auſterity is there among the Papiſts, or what 
zealc in wooing and winning of Profelites , 'with which 
that ofthe Phariſees may not compare ? "Try we then the 
Spirits before we truſt them : for though men may com- 
poſe their faces and faſhions ro neuer ſo great ſhewes of 
pictie, yet for all that /exen abhominations may lye 

couched in their deceitful hearts : And therefore , when 
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our Sauiour tells vs that by their fruits we ſhall know falle 

Prophets, he meaneth not ſo much the fruits of their hues, 
whichin outward appearance, and inthe iudgement of 
men, may be as good,as the true Prophets;(for they come 

in ſheepes cloathing ) as of their doRrine. That wee mult 

heede ſpecially, trying it by the word, and not be carried 

away with the pompous oltentation, cither of their 

words or workes. 

So alſo our ſelues, we mulinot preſently reach 
forth the right hand of fellowſhip to cucry one that begin= 
neth to cry, Lord, Lord; but firſt we muſt weigh them in 
the ballance of the Sanfuary, to ſce whether they be cur- 
rent mettell or no. /ehes queſtion is fit for all good 
Chriſtians, to propound to ſuch as /ehx was , before they 
admit them into their ſociety , 7s thy heart vpright? As 
Chriſt would not truſt ſome that ſeemed to trult him , be- 
cauſc he knew them well enough, ſoe neither ſhould wee, 
becauſe wee doe not know them. Sec how ſcrupulous the 
Chriſtians were at firſtto receine S. Pax into their com- 


Matth,9.16, 
interpreted. 


lohn a. 


pany, Which was not ſo much dainty niceneſſe, as inſt cau- 
telonſneſſe,whereto the deccitfulnefle of mans heart doth 
neceſſarily vrge vs. It is not good indeed to wrong any 
man with growndleſſe /aſpitions , {0 neither is it good to 
wrong our ſ{elnes with ower-eafie credulitie. The ſame 
ſpirit that ſaith, Charitie beleexerh all things , ſaith alſo 
that a foole beleemeth all things , Aud charity is no foole. 
as it is not eaſily ſaſpitions, To ucither /Ightly credws 
lous. k 
Secondly, we muſt all take notice ofthis corruption of 
our hearts, whereby wee are ready —- deceiue our 
brethren , what ioning, what bydiſſcmbling. As 
Saint [ohw Keck Chan! 6 — ſo Iof his vant 
cular, if we ſay we haue no deceirfulneſſe of heart, wee de- 
| ceiueour ſelues, &c. We are to take notice ofghis 
in others, and wee may heare foule mouthed perſons 
ating 
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caſting the aſperſion of hypocrifie vpon ſuch as deſerueit 
farre lefle then themſelues. For theſe carrall and looſe 
Goſpellers, they of all others, are the groſſeſt hypocrites, 
that in their outward profeſſion they make in the pub. 
lique worſhip of God, haue a forme of godlineſſe , but in- 
deed haue denied the power thereof, being reprobare to 
exery good worke, that by making couenant with God in 
ſacrifice, ſeeme to be Saints, yet by breaking couenant in 
their ſlaunders, thefts , adulteries , ſhew themſclues to be 
Diuels; and therefore as the Diuell in the Gofpell was 
commanded filence, when he began to take the name of 
Teſus into his mouth, ſo alſo thele, 3har haſt thou to doe 
to take my name into thy mouth, &c. And yet theſe hypo. 
crites, that cannot ſee the huge beam of hypocriſic in 
their owneeye, muſt needs be tampering with the little 
mote in their brethrens. O that once wecould learne to 
leaue this prying into others and turne our cyes vpon our 
ſclues; for the Prophet here ſaith , The hearr not of this 
kinde of men, or that, but in generall challenging ys all, 
The beart is deceirfull. Either then denie thy Tall to bee 
aman, or confeſſe thy deceitfulnefſe. And indeed whole 
heart is there that can pleade guiltlefle ? who can with 
good conſcience before Gods tribunall ſay, Iam not ſow- 
red with this lcauen? nay, how true is Salomons com- 
plaint, Exery man boaſteth of his owne goodneſſe , but who 
ſhall find a faithful man?as in that one particular of /bera- 
lity,fo in the generall of Chriſtianirie, that performerhfull 
out 25 much in workes, as he maketh ſhew of in words, 
Such a one is 4 black Swan, anodde man, ſcarſe one of a 
thouſand, to be wondered at with our Sauiours Fecce, Be- 
hold atrue Iſeralite, &c. How many couers and curtains 
hath euery ons heart drawne before it to hide it ſelfe? The 
eyes, the fore-heaad, the countenance lie often, the tongue 
hoWoften? who can ſay ofall that eucr he hath written, 
that S. Pax/ofhis Epiſtles to the Corinth : we write no 
other | 
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other things then thoſe you read? that is, that which you 

read written is indeede written, as well in our hearts, as 
in this paper; and ſo of his ſpeeches, and countenance, I 
ſpeake no other things then thole you heare, I haue noo- 
ther face then thatyou ſee, whichas the painted ſtcumpet 

cannot ſay, ſo ncither can the guilefull difſembler that 
painteth ouer his malicious and dogged countenance with 
laughecr, and {weete ſmilings, and ſuch like ſemblance of 
faire and loucly lookes; Raniacke wee therefore our ownc 
hearts, and finding any of the vizors of deceitfulneſle , lct 
vs take them off by repentance. This is the beſt vn=cafing 
of the Hypocrite; namely,when he ſhall vn-caſc himſelfe: 
not when God ſhall yn-caſe kim by iudging him; but 
when he ſhall yn-caſc himſclfe by iudging , and humbling 
himſelfe : not when God ſhall do it by condemnation , but 
himſelfe by reformation : not when God ſhall waſh out 
thy paintings with the daſhingtempeſts of his iudgement, 


| bur when thy ſclfe ſhale waſh them out with the ſweete 


dewe of thy repenting , and weeping eyes, being »ngry 
with thy ſelfe for former deceit , and now turning ſhowes 
into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into truth, a double hcart and 


! clouentongue, into a heart of ſimplicity, and |'ps of fince- 
| ritie. Pol an aRor onthe ſtage, in the repreſentation of 


oricfe, —_—_— the death ofhis owne ſonne, fell from 
his perſonate fayned mourning to weeping in good earneſt, 
& to ct y out amaine in the bitternes of his ſpirit: ſoſhoul- 
deft thou, who hitherro, as an a&tor on the Stage, onely 
to pleaſe men, haſt made ſemblance of repentance; fall 
from thy fiitions to repent ſeriouſly, and in good ſadnefle. 
But alafſe, how many of ys doe quite contrary to that of 


Polus ? for he performed the truth of that, whereof onely | 


the imitation and reſemblance was expe&cd ; wee onely 
the ſemblance of that , whereof the veric tr@th irſelfe 15 


expeRed, He wept indeed, when hee was thought onely | 


to counterfeit: we counterfeit griefe, when wee arc, at 


leaſt 
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leaſt would be thought, to grieue indeed. Bur it ſhall bee 
beſt for vs to imitate him,and in themiddeſt of our hiſtrro- 
nicall and hypocriticall repentance, to turne tothetruc 
praQtice of repentance, plucking off our Vizors, and ma- 
king our own faces as faire as our vizors.Ir is fearful, which 
ſomctimes is reported to haue fallen out , when among a 
company of counterfeit Dcuils on the Stage , the true De- 
uill ſhall come in and chaſe away theſe fained : bur it is 
comfortable, when among the company of many paiuted 
and gilded graces, the truth of grace it lelfe at length 
commeth cauſing all thoſe ſhowes to goe away,as the - 
die the ſhadow. 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall ynmaske thee, ir ſhall be 
for thy credit, and comfort; if not , bue thou wilt rather 
Ray, till Gods hand come to vnmaske thee, (for certainly) 
euery Hypocrite masked either by God or himſclfe; O 
happy he that by doing it himſelfe , can ſauc both God a 
labour, and himſelfe paine! Thou ſhalt find how fearefull a 
thing it is to fall into the hands of God, which ſhall pluck 
thy maske from thy face, and thy head from thy bodie, 
both at once; he will yuizour and vncolour thee thou co- 
loured hypocrite, he will ſtrike thee thou painted wall,to 
thy ſhame and confuſion ; it may bein this life, by giuing 
thee ouer into the hands of Satan, and the power of his 
temptations, that thou ſhouldeſt fall into Apoſtaſie , and 
with Demas, imbrace the preſent World. For ſuch as pro- 
feſſe onely inhypocriſie , and together with their outward 
profeſſion of the truth , receiue not inwardly the loue 
of the truth , ynto ſuch the Lord: ſhall ſend « 6 efficacte 
of errouy , that they ſhould beleene tyes. Bur if, in this 
life, God thus dete& net thine eAſſes eares vnder th 
Lions kin, aſſuredly he will doe it throughly in the life 
to come at the laſt Day , when he ſhall ſtrip thee arke 
nakedofall thy cloakes of craftineſſe, wherewith thou yei- 
ledſt thy ſhame herc,and preſcatthee before that generall 
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Of the deceit whereby we tndge onr ſelues not to 
be ſo emill, as indeed we are. 


2622 E haucbricfly runne oucrthe former part of the 


hearts deceittulnes, whereby it decetueth ochers, —— 
3 


N Yo 
RA A nor it ſelfe 2 with the ſeucrall parcels thereof : ſelfe-deccir, 


now wee come tothe ſecond part of deceitful- | which is, 
neſſe, and that farre more deepe and dangerous then the 
former ; namely , that which wee may call /e{fe decert, | 
whereby we deceiue euenowr ſelues , ſomcrimes together | 
with, ſometimes againe without decciuing others beſides, | 

This deccirfulneſſe may be conſidered eitherin the mind | Two. fold. 
or afteQtions zoyntly to gether, Or in the affections /eparate- | 
ly, and by themſelues. 

The RR decentulneſſe ſhewes it ſelfe ſpecially in | 1 Inthe minde 
foure things : Fiiſt, inswdging : Secondly, in perſiading : | and affeRions 
Thirdly, in promsſing : Fourthly, in | —_ the firſt, | 19yncly,ſhew. 


which isini»dging, thoughit may ſeeme that iudgement | 78it ſclfein 
bel iyto the minde, yet becauſe heere the affe. | 2"* things.- 
ongs properly to the minde, yer becauſe heere the affe- | , 1; 12m. 


ions interpoſe rhemſclues, and the erroneous indgement 
of theminde commonly receiueth it tinture from the af- | 
feRions , Idoe therefore equally intereſt both the m5»de | 7.0f our per- 
and affe#ions in this firſt deceir. Now the deceit of the | ons: where 


TENOR Toners — GEOIOY three deceits, 
heart in judging, 1s cithe: in iudging of our perſons, or of x. Deceiris, 
our attions. Thar weare 


In iudging of our perſons there are ſpecially three de- | ot foill aswe 
ceits; whercof the firſt is when wee thinke, through pride wn. A 
and ignorance,that wee are not ſo bad, as in truth wee are, *S 


Aud this deceit is not onely in regard of that wee iudge of times 
our 
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our {clues for the time preſet, but alſo paF, and to come. 

x.Preſenc, For the time preſent, how mony are there, groſely tain- 
ted with many horrible Sinz, which yet in no caſe they will 
be brought to {ce or acknowleuge ? nay , ſo faric are they 
blinded through /e/fs-lowe, and ſelfe-decesr that they will 
be at daggers-drawing with any thac ſhall offer to lay ſuch 
matters to their charge. The Phariſee cackles and crakes 
Luke 18.17, inthe Goſpell, that he is not v#;#ft, nor an F xtorreoncy,ke 
thought himſelfe free enough from thoſe fiunes, and yer 
our Saniour, who could not be deceiucd, faſteneth this im- 
putation ypon that whole 7:be, that howſocuer the out- 
fide of the Cup and Platter were very exquiſitely mundi- 
Luke 13 39. fi-d , yet the inſide was frll of ranenngs and: wickedneſſe, 
verſe 41» Wherevpon he exhorteth them by Almes to make cleane 
thoſe Diſhes which cuen ſwimmed with bloud , in regard 
the meates in them were gotten by euill meanes, as by de- 
uouring of Widdowes houſes through colour of long 
Prayers; by tcaching childreneuecn to ſtarue their owne 


——_— 


Parents; to offer ro the Altar, that is indecd, to their paun- 
ches and purſes. Was not this vruuſtice and extortion; and 
yet becauſe it was ſomthing more cleanly carried,andnot ſo 
groſſe, and apparant as that of rhe P-b/icanes,or common 
thecues, therefore hee bleſſeth himlelfe in a ſuppoſed free. 
' dome from that ſinne,and triumpheth, ſaying, 7 am: no ex- 
tortzoner, ns Uniu ETD , Nay,out of thine owne mouth 
3 


i 


ſhalt thou be iudged, thou deceirfull Phariſce ; That ſhall 
caſt thee : For, when after thou ſayelſt, nor as this Publi. 
can;is not this ſhameful ininltice for thee r# 1#dge anorher 
mans ſeruant, toat ftandeth or falleth to his owne Maſter? 
, And when afterward thou glorieſt in thine owne vertues, 
of faſting and paying of Tythes, as though by theſe things 
thou hadft deſerved ro be kept by God, from breaking our 
into the ſcandals of Adultery and Extortion, art not thou 
an Extortioner in the higheſt degree , that goeſt about ro 
extort and wring from God himſclfe his moſt precious 

trea- 


IE _— —___ 


— 


| 
| 
| 


' 
| 


— — — a— 


The deceitfalneſſe of Mans Heart. 


BD — 


treaſure, his glory,which he will not giuc to another? Thus 
many, with the Pharilee , thinke themſelues innocent ce 
nough of theft , 2nd ſuch like crimes , and will wiſh they 
could no more be touched with other finncs, when indeed 
they haue their hands very dcepe in theſe tranſgreſſions ; 
viually robbing their brethren of their good name, which 
being aboue filuer and gold, the theft thereotmult necdes, 
proportionably,be aboue the theft of filuer and gold, which 
is puniſhed with the gallowes; nay, robbing God' him- 
{clfe ofhis worſhip;ot his Sabbath, the time,& ofthis rethes, 
the props of his worſhip. What a mockery is it then for thee 
totalke of paying man his ducs , when thou denyct? God 
his? Or 18 it thett to rob thy fellow ſubie&, and not to rob 
thy King, and Soueraigne? So againe, we may hearc others 
purge themſelues ot couctouſnes as though they were not 
at all giuen that way,onely vpon this ground, becauſe they 
are no miching and ſcraping niggards,but rather waltful & 
riotous Prodigals. Not confidering that their prodigalitic 


; cannot be ypheld, but by couetouſneſſe,in ſceking for more 


then God hath allorred,8& that by vygodlyg& vniuſt praQti- 
ces.So others free themſelucs of pride,onlybecanſe they cx- 
ceed not in their apparcll,as others, whenyet inwardly they 
arc {woln with ſeltconceit,& no mcn think better of them- 
ſelucs,then they do.Our ruffling & ſwaſhing Cutters, with 
whoma word and a blow,a /ye and a ftab, think themſclues 
of an hereical ſpirit,and in uo hand would indure the impu- 
ration of Puſillanimitic,of baſcnes of mind and cowardize. 

Yet the truthis, they are moſt baſe and vile cowards , {la 

uiſhly yeclding to their owne vile affeEtions , which to 0- 
uercome, and by repentance to bee reuenged of, is a farre 
grcater argumentof anoble and generous ſpirit, then to 
purſue ſo eagerly the reuenge of euc: y petty iniurie, which 
the Apoſtle diſgraccth by a word that fignificth z»firmrirze, 
and /ofſe of vittorie. If it were true valour , why ſhould 
not they bee as hazardous of their eſtates and lies , for 
D Chriſts 
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Chrilts ſake and the Goſpell, when occaſion requires? Burt 
then none ſo faint-hearted and daſtardly as they. Infinite 
| -\verc it to follow all the particularities, whereby this de- 
ceit might be exemplified. Of all others this is the moſt 
oencrall branch thercot', when men thinke they hauc nor 
tuch & ſuch corruprions, becauſe they tcele not the power- 
full operation of them , by reaſon ot Gods reftrayning 
| hand. Many naturall men there are whom God ncuecr re- 
newed by his grace, in whom yet hce {ſo moderateth and 
b:idleth many corruptious, a» Pride, Luſt, Crucltic, Kc, 
that they breake not forih. Hence ſuch men deccittully 
imagine that chey are framed of purer mold, &are of a bet= 
cer nature and diſpoſition, free altogether from ſuch corrup. 
ticns becauſe free from the annoyance ot them. As though 
2 Lion were no Lion when fettered that he cannot rampe . 
or athiefe no thiefe,vvhen manacled that he cannotReale.or 
the ſtone no ſtone , when {o bedded in the bladder thar ir 
cannot greatly vexe. Lett thercfore we ceceiucour ſelues in 
this point,it ſtandeth vs in hand, diligently to examine whe- 
ther thereſt & ſilence of our corruption be from the reſtra- 
ning,or the renewing ſ pirit, from the grace of God ſuppreſ* 
frag it,or oppreſſing itt omwant of a a7 2077 of an 
occaſion to be propoſed for the drawing forth © the corrup- 
tion 2 As thus we are deceiued in iudging of our ſclues for 
the time preſent ,1o alſo paſt, & to come : tor the time pa#t, 
we hauc an example inthe Phariſees, that ſaid, if they had 
liucd inthe daycs of their Fathers, they would not haue 
murthered the Prophets , when yet their bloudie perſe- 
cution of Chriſt, that taught no other doQtrine then that 
which the Prophets of olde hal done, might ſufficient! 

diſcouer the deccitfulneſſc of their hearts in this kinde, 
Thus what wicked Miſcreant is there, that will not bee 
readic to cry out vpon the High Prieſts , the Tewes , and 
treacherous [adas, with the reſt , that had their hands in 


Chrifts bloud ; and as for them, if they had then liued, 


they 
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| they would haue taken Chris part againſt the Jewes, 
| and fo Hooper and Bradfords part, againſt Bonner and 
' Gardener? A likly matcer, they now make ſo much of 
; thoie in whom the pictie and zeale of thoſe holy martyres 
is reuiicd, Aﬀuredly, he that now vnder the Gofpecll, 
ſheweth a ſpirctull and malicious minde to a good and 
holy Chrittian, well may he deceiue himſelfe. he ſhall ne- 
uerdeceiue me fo farre, as to make me thinke otherwiſe, 
| then thatif he had liued in holy Hoopers dayes, he would 
| haue beene ready , with the forwardeſt, to haue carried a 
tagoot to his (take; yea, if he had liucd in Chriſts dayes, 
he would haue bcene ready to haue driven in the firſt naile 
into his body, Certainely an Herod and Heyogias to [ohn 
Baptiſt, would hauc beene an eAhab and Tezabelto Elias, 
And yet I make no queſtion , bnt if one had asked either 
Herod or Herodtas what they thought of eAhabs and 
Tezebels dealing toward E/ras, and what they would haue 
done in like caſc, I doubt not I fay , but they would haue 
condemned them to the verie pit of hell , and made man 
goodly proteſtations , that if they had then liued, they 
would haue done farre otherwiſe : But in as much as they 
' didthe ſame things to anew E#/zas, the Baptiſt, that came 
in the ſpirit and prwer of Eltas : it was thereby cuident 
what theywould haue done to the old El: as. 

Laſtly, wedeceiue our ſelucs in regard of thetime zo come, 
when we will not take that notice of our corruption,as to 
thinke wwe are in danger of falling hereaftcrintothoſe groſle 
and ſcandalous finnes which hitherto wee hauc auoided: 
thus many will not ſticke Thraſomically to boaſt, that if 
Popery, and perſecution of the truth ſhould againe re- 
cnter, yet they would ncuer ſhrinke. But anotable ex- 
| ample for this purpoſe is that of Perer, who had ſoopened 
| his earcs to the voyce of his owne deceitfull and lying 

heart, that he could not belceue (bit himſelfe , the God 

of truth, fore-warning him of his three-fold deniall; hee 
| D 2 could 
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could not be perſwaded there was ſo much wickednefle in 
his heart. So Hazel, when the Prophet told him hec 
ſhould cruelly rip vp the woman with-child , and daſh 
their children againſt the ſtones , as thinking berter of 
himſelfe, then that cuer he ſhould breake foorth into ſuch 
outrage, anſwered, not without ſome indignation, har, 
an 1 a Dog? Yea, that thou art Hazel; and fo naturally 
are all the ſonnes of eAdam, in their vicious qualities 
worſe thendogs, beares, tigers. And thus,if owne hearts, 
deceiuc vs not, ſhall we iudge of our ſelues, that there is 
no finne ſo od1ous vnto which of our ſclues we arc not ſuf- 
ficiently inclinable For originall ixne, in which we are all 
bred and bornc , containeth in it ſelfe the /eeds of all 
finnes , that fearcfull ſinne againſt the holy Gholt it ſelfe 
not excepted. And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt 
and rotten a-nature, we haue a diſpoſition, euen the beſt of 
vs, to the vileſt and moſt loathſome ſinnes. One would 
haue thought that the Diſciples in regard of their educa- 

tion and nurture, both vnder their Parents, inſhonelt and 
frugall trades, and vnder our Saxtoxr , in holy and ſpiritu- 
alllearning, ſhould hauc bcene farre enough from /arrfer- 
ting and drunkenneſſe , the finnes of ſipapgerers, and not 
of tobcr, ciuill men , much lefſe godly and zealous mini- 

fters. And yet vnto them our Saxroxy addrefſerh this ad- 
monition, Take keede vnto your ſelues that your hearts 
be not madeheante with fawftring and drunkenneſſe. For 
they had in them the common poiſon of nature , and ſo 
were obnoxious eucnto the moſt ſhamefull and reproch- 
full euills. Aud yet for all this , whoſe heart is there free 
from this deceit , of thinking himſelfe free enough, and 
farre enough from miny, ſpecially hatefull, and ignomi- 
nious finnes, as murther, theft, adultery,periury,apoſtacy, 
and ſuch like? Would not D aid ( thinke wee) as well as 

Peter admoniſhed of his future deniall, haue made ſtrange 

of it, if it had becnetold him before-hand , thou ſhalt de- 
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file Bath /heba, murther Y744h? Would hee not haue an- 
fered with Hazae!, What am [ a dv ge? This deceit js 
excceding dangerous, and therefore take wee heede of it. 
For, wheace is it, that men oftentimes , as it ſcemecth of 
mild and gentle natures, breakeforth into great rage, cuen 
| ynto murther; and againe men of chafte Ch into 
; filchy and brutiſh vncleanenefſe > Whence is this I fay, 
; butfrom this deceitfulnefle of our hearts , whereby wee 
; perſwade our ſel1es, that our nature is not. fo farre veno- 
| med, that it ſhould be likely to bring forth ſuch peſtilenr 
euils? and therefore g:owing ſecure, and remitting of our 
watchfulnefſe, we are the more eaſily oucrthrowne, In- 
deede ſome finnes there are to which we are not ſo much 
temptcd , as others ( as Larher ſaid of himſelfe, that 
he neuer felt himfelfe rempred to couctouſneſſe :) yer 
there is no ſingc but we may be both be tempted to, and 
through teimpration fall into, if Gods ynderpropping hand 
withdraw it ſelf, As ihe Apoſtle notably teacherh , cx- 
horting to moderation towards our bret Go: fallen eucn 
into fouler finnes, ypon this ground, Conſidering thy [elfe 
that thou maiſt be tempted , even with a —_ | and 
pomp_ temptation, to fall into thy brothers finne, The 
vſe then of this point is to rake hcede of this deceit, and 
knowing our {clues what weare, to tremble and to feare 


cuen thoſe ſinnes , which wee teaſt ſuſpe&, and whereto 


| we findnot our (elues ſo pronely carried, as toothers. We 


would be loath to truſt a Reare or Wolte, or any ſuch like 


' Beaſt though by culture and manurance in their youth 


their in-bomne ficrceneſſe bee ſomething mitigated. Srill 
their naturall diſpoſition ſticks tothem , and that will 
teach them to do iniſchicefe. Why then ſhould we repoſe 


| a coufidence in our ſelues, that we ſhall neuer 


laſh outinto ſuch and ſuch cuils? Wee hauc a Schoole- 
maſter within, that naturall corruption that cleaues ſo 


faſt ynto vs, that willbe ready to teach ys, yeato vrge 
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and force vs to the veric heightof iniquitie. Few will fo 
truſt their bodies;though neuer ſo ſound and healthy, but 
that th.cy wiil feare eucn the moſt dangerous diſeaſes, as 
the Pox,the Plague, and ſuch like infections; for that they 
know that cuen the bodies of the beſt conſtitution hauc 
matter within, eucn for the vilelt diſc:ſe. ro worke vpon. 
Aſſuredly thy Soxle is a farre more fruitfuil /emenarie of 
Sinnes, thenthy Bode of Diſeaſes. Why then ſhouldfſt 
thou ſuffer thy ſelfe to bee deceiucd more in the one then 
in the other? The Heathen Phyloſopher commended this 
meditation to his Schollers in the hcaring of others faults, 
haxe I done any ſuch like thing? A good meditation ; but 
yet, in caſe this queſtion greatly trouble ys not, ler vs 
addethis other , may I not do the like, or worſe ? This is 
the holy fearc Gods children ſhould haue of themſclues 
continually. Such as was that in the cleuen Diſciples, who 
hearing Chriſt fore-relling. Onc of you ſhall betray me, 
euery one in a godly ze/ouſic and ſuſpition of his owne 
nau ghrie heart, cryed out, CHafer,n it I, Maſter, is it 
1? Hereeuen Peter himſclfe, that alittle before could not 
thinke his heart {o ynſound, asto be fit ro bring forth the 
miſhapen brat of fearefull demiall , now (haply ſomething 
{chnoled and cooled by the former ſo ve nt and con- 
fident prediftionof Chriſt) feareth the owgly and rerrible 
monſter of feareleſſe and fazthleſſe betraying, In this latter 
feare imitate we Peter, and not in his former preſump- 
tion : for when once we ſhall entertainc this deceit , that 
there are any ſins, which we ncede not greatly fcare, then 


to paſſe, that whileſt we careſully watch againſt thoſe ſins, 
weſce ourſelucs by ſtrong temptations daily drawne vn- 
to, and wholly n:gle others, we thinke not our ſclues ſo 
ſubict vnto; cicaping by watchfulneſſc the pgreatec, 
through this decentfulnefſe of our hearts, and the fruic 
thereof, our ſecuritie, we fall inthe leſſer dangers. Surely, 
' && 
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| is afit oyle to bring forth, Hardly ſhall he 


Lo was in greater danger of vncleannefle , liuing among 
the impure Sodomites, then folitarily in the Mount , and 
Noah was in greater danger of drunkennefle, living a- 
mong the drunken ſots of the old world, that did nothing 
elſe but br«r5/>ly care and drinke , then when there was 
none aliuc to conucrſe with, but his owne family, Bur yet 
they were in danger alſo in their ſolitarineſſe , as haumg 
that-within them, without which the cuill example ot 
the wicked could not haue corrupted them. Among the 
wicked, exi//examplemdangered them : when fromthem 
ſtill their owne corrmption threatned danger, But loc ( cx- 
amples for cuer to be remembred) becauſe in their ſolita- 
rineſle, this ceceit of heart tooke place , that of themſclues 
they were not fo frameable to ſuch finnes, and ſoſtood 
not, as in times paſt ypon their guard , hence it came to 
paſſe, that they who got the yiRoriein the greater , were 
ſhametfully foyled in the lefſer conflict; they thar oucr- 
came two aduerfaries together , the fleſh wd the world, 
were miſcrably.ouercome by one of them alone, the fle/>, 
without the ayde of the world. O then deliuer wee our 
ſoules from this deceit, and poſſeſſe we them continually 
with this mcditation. There is no baggage ſo filthy bur | 
my heart is a fit ſinke to receixe, no monſter ſohideous but 
it is a fit wombe to conceine, no weede fo poyſonfull, but it 
caught that 
thus fearcth. the (nare. , Indeed in euill of punifhment 
that of Job is often true : That which 7 feared ts come vpon 
we. Burt in the cuill of finne, that of Salomon, Bleſſed is 
he that feareth alwates; how bleſſed, but in eſcaping the 
finne feared? As the oppoſition there ſhewes: but he that 
[ not fearing] hardens his heart ſoall fall into exsll. 
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Of the deceits of three ſenerall ſorts of men, the rich 
Worldling, the cixill Tuſticiary, the 
looſe Libertine. 


O much of the firſt deceit, iniudging of our per- 
ſons, The ſecond followeth. And that is, when 
wee thinke our ſclues in good and happy eſtatc 
before God, being indeed miſerable;when with 
the Church of Zaodicea we iudge our ſelues richand wan- 
ring nothing, when indecd we are poore, naked, blind,and 
beg gerly wretches. 1f any man (faith Pant) thinke him- 
ſelfe ſomewhat ,when he # nothing, he decciueth himſelfe in 
his imagination. Now what greater /omewhatr then for a 
man to be happy? what greater »orbing then to be miſera- 
ble? and ſo what greater decezr then this, for a man being 
miſerable, to iudge himſclfe happy ; being in Gods d 
diſpleaſure, to account himſelfe to be highly in his fauour? 
A deceit indeed very common, bur alſo very dangerous : 
for in this caſe mans deceitfull and dreaming heart makes 
him like that dreamer of the Propher, who though hungry 
and thirftie, yct in his ſlcepe thinkes hee hath meate and 
drinke ; but as hee awakened ſees hiscrrour,and feeles his 
hunger, ſo ſhall the heart arouſed by God , ar leaſt at the 
Day of Iudgement, fee her deceir, and feele her miſery. 
Surely, as inthe naturall dreames it is better when they be 
falſe, they ſhould be of fearcfull things, then of toyfull, as 
better for a King todreame himſelfe to be a Beggar, then 
contrarily for a Beggarto dreame that hee isaK tip : for 
the King, when hee wakens , his griefe is gone , and 
his ioy redoubled, ſce'ng the vanitie of his dreame ; 
bur the Beggar, when hee awakes, his former griefe 


| that ſlept awakes and rcturnes ſo much the ficrcer, in 
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regard of the falſe joy - of his dreame : fo is it in theſe 
dreaines and deceirtull dotages of the heart, Farre better 
is that deceit, whereby the Sonne of God thinkes himſclfe 
a ſlaue of Satan, then the contrary , when the limbe of 
$atan deemes and dreames himſelfe a member of Chriſt. 
Berter it is for A ebuchadnezar (being a man) through 
his braine diſtempered with Melancholy, to thinke him- 
ſelfe a beaſt , then for a beaſt to thinke it ſelfe a man: for 
this deceit is nothing ſo vſuall , nor fo perillous. A mans 
falſe conceit of miſery, when indeed he is happy, may leſ- 
ſen his happineſle , it cannot make him miſerable : but a 
mans falſe apprehcnſion of happineſle being miſerable is ſo 


farrefrom making him happy , that it makes him twice, 


yea, remedileſſe milerable; it being the firſt Rep to hap- | 


pinefſe, to know our miſery, Lamentable therefore is it, 
that this deceit being ſo pernicious , ſhould bee fo vniuer- 
fall. Our Samnionr tels vs, that there are but few that hall 
be ſaucd: And yer if all they ſhould bee ſaued, thar thinke 
they ſhall be ſaucd, ſure then there are but very few that 
ſhall bee damned, andthen the ſtraight and narrow way is 
that which leadcth to Hell , the = way is Heauen 
way : for who isthere , almoſt,that perſwadeth not him- 
ſclfe he ſhall be ſancd? 

And hcere I obſerue more ſpecially the deceir of foure 
ſeuerall ſorts of men; the rich Worldling , the cinill Inſti- 
ciary, the looſe Libertine, or carnall Goſpeller, and the 
temporary Beleener ; all theſe vpon their ſeuerall , bur all 
of them deceiueable grounds, perſwading themſelues they 
arc in the fauour of God, 

Firſt, the men of this World , whoſe bellies God fils 
with the hid treaſure of the earth, ypon occaſion of their 
outward proſperitic are quickly bro:1ght into this Fooles 
Paradiſe of thinking themſelues to bee the ſpeciall darlings 
of God : for if the godly them(clues haue oftent imes their 
cycs ſo dazzled with the outward glittering and flouriſh- 
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ing eſtate of the wicked, as thercupon they arc readie ro ſay 
of them , The generation of Goas chil.iren , which was 
once Daxids errour for a time : how much more then, 
thinke we, will the wicked thinke fo of rliemſclues ? Hee 
that maketh gaine, ſaith Damid, bleſſeth himſelfe, namely, 
in this falſe opinion of his owne teclicitie. And clſe-where 
he ſhewerh,that whea God holder his peace, and doth not 
by his Iudgemencs ditturbe them in their pleaſures and 
profits, then preſently their deceirfull heart thereon infer- 
reth,that God »« like ro them; healloweth of them and their 
doings. That wce may free theſe men from this deceit, 
and diſcouer the groſlcneſle of it, diuers things mult bee 
conlidered. - 

Firſt, if riches bee that that makes men happy, (accor- 
ding to the fooliſh phraſe men vſc when ſuch things befall 
one, O he is made ! ) how then comes it to paſſe, that Hea- 
uen, the chicfe and royall ſcate of bleſledneſle, is ſo empric 
of theſe Treaſures? for there grow no Minerals, the veine 
of filuer and gold is not to be found there. And yet God, 
who there ſheweth the brighteſt luſtre of his glory , the 
holy Saints and Lugels , thar dwell there with him, 
want nothing that may ſcrue to make them complearly 
bleſſed. Surely, belike happineſſe muſt bee digged out of 
the bowelsof theearth, it growes below, not aboue. The 
carth can no longer ſay , when it is demanded of our hap- 
ds as pineſſe, asitis in ob, zt is not in me : If filuer and gold bee 

: our happineſle, then it is in the carth, and ſo, which is 
firange; itis neerer He// (which the Scripture ſcemes to 
Luke 8. place below inthe non then Heaxen, which all know 
to be aloft, and fo neerer the Dewi//then God: let me have 
Heauens miſerie, takethou Hels happineſſe. 

Secondly, if this deceit be true, Fappineſſe ſhould ra- 
ther befound inthe wilderneſſe of India,T wrkey, and ſuch 
like barbarous and brutiſh places, then in the faire Eden of 
the Church. Isit likely , thatif riches wereſuch Pearles, 

: the 


nn nn 


the Lord would calt them vato ſuch Swixe ? If ſuch hap- 
pie things, he would throw them to ſuch Dogs?If the chil- 
drcns bread, he would feed Whelpes with them ? 
Thirdly, Riches indeed, themſelues, are the good bleſ- 
ſings of God , andare notable inſtruments of yertue, as 
. we (ee in Salomon, Abraham, Lor, and other holy rich 
men in the Scriptures , in all whom that ſaying was true, 
Wiſedome # 00a with an [nheritance. Wiledome is goo 
without an Inheritance to the Owner, but itisnotſo good 
to others, it cannot ſo cleerely ſheiv and manifclt it ſelte to 
them, without the helpe of this Inſtrument. As how could 
eAbraham haue ſhewed his hofpitall and bountifull mind, 
in entertayning ſtrangers, if poore ? How could 7b haue 
declared his mercie and liberalitie-tro the poore without 
his riches > How could $4/omron have witneſſed his muni- 
ficence, and royall magnificence ; yea, his zcale aud pietie | 
in building the Temple , together with his wiſdome and 
$kill in naturall Philoſophic, had not the Lord ſo abundint- 
on him with theſe helpes? What then? ſhallwee 
ay, becauſe riches are the inſtruments whereby Vertue de- 
clareth it ſelfe, therefore they make men vertuous ? thar, 
becauſe a good Pen is the inftrument of writing , therefore 
it will make one a good Writer? Nay,rather a good Wri- 
ter makes the Pen good, and to be a 4 inſtrument of wri- 
ting well. For furniſh an vn«kilfull Writer with neyer fo | 
oooda Pen, yet his fiſt remaynes ij! as vnsKilfull: Soa | 
good man knowes how to make yfc and aduantage of ri- 
ches for the praQtice of Vertue, as So/omon layes, The 
crowne of the wiſe t; their riches: bur yet giue them afoole, | - —_ 14 
and you put a ſword into a mad mans hand, Ril! hee is as | _ 
wicked, nay, worſe then before , as Salomon addethin the 
ſame place, ehe folly of fooles, namely, rich ones, i fools/e- 
n+ſſe : Why, was it not fooliſhneſſe before they were rich? 
yes, but not in compa: ifon of thatit is now, fince they be- | 
came rich, That as w;/dome #5 good, thatis, better ſhines 
brighter |}, 
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brighter, ſo folly # nanght , rat is farre worſe, more pal- 
pably diſcoucrerh it felfe, with an inheritance. That 
which Sa/omonſpeakes of ſilence ina foole, may as truely 
be ſaid of poxertze ſometimes. A foole is accounted wiſe 
while poore, bur let him once bee rich, thenhis folly is 
fooliſhneſſe indeed. Riches then declare whether wee be 
good, or no, as aſword ina mans hand, whether he bee 
ſober or drunke : but they make vs not good; becauſe, as 
I ſaid, they arc onely inſtruments of goonefſe. And the 
inſtrument alwaycs receiueth it force, from that which 
vſeth it, giueth none vnto it. Were itnot abſurd for a man 
to thinke himſelfe a good Scholler, becauſe he hath many 
Bookes ſtanding in his Cloſet ? or agood Muſitian , be- 
cauſe he hath many Muficall inftryments hauging vpon 
his walls, when he knowes not how to vſe either Bookes 
or Inſtruments? And yet riches are no ſuch neceſſarie in- 
ſtruments of grace, as bookes arc of /earning : For a man 
Mom. s. ad may ſhew as much; nay, ( as Chry/oſtomze hath well noted 
Pop- Antioch. | in the example of /ob) more of fome ob:dience, namely, 
that which we call paſſize, in pouertic, then in riches, 
Fourthly, Riches, though they be the gifts of God, yet 
we muſt conſider with what hand he reacheth them forth 
vnto vs, whether with the right , or the left ; with what 
minde he giuerh them, whether in louc or in anger. Far 
God often giueth men riches as he gaue the 7/rac/ites 
; Quailes, eutn to be zhornes tochoake them, Herein being 
Druf. inadag. | © that King —_— , that heaped yp molt riches 
vypon ſuch as he moſt hated, ſaying , that together with 
their riches he ſhould cruſh them with an hcauie burthen 
of cares. Pharoah himſelfc was not ſmitten with many of 
thoſe iudgements, wherein others periſhed, but it was not | 
from any ſpeciall reſpe& God had of him aboue them, 
but God himſelfe, left heſhould miſunterpret it , tels him 
mm the reaſon, for this cauſe I bane reſerned thee, namely, 
Vide _ * | frombeingſtrucken with the former iudgement , hot for 
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any loue I bcare to thee, but, that I may few my power in 
thee. The P/almiFt therefore excellently couples theſe 
things together, The Lord gineth fight to the blinde , hee 
ray/erh wp the crooked, he loueth the righteous. To teach 
that rhe Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward bleffings to 
the wicked, but not in loue, ſaue onely to the righteous, 
Wherefore our rich worldling hath little cauſe of reioy- 
cing in his riches, vuleſſe he | on that the Lord /ooked 
vpon him , as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the bletſing of her 
wombe , in the giving of them, cuen with a ſweet and ' 
amiable countenance, ready together with his riches to 
deale his owne ſole vato him, But it isotherwiſe : The | 
Lord turneth his backe vpon him, cucn then when his | 
hand rcacheth forth theſe outward things vnto him. In 
his anger he giueth theſe ſuppoſed feliciries to the wicked, 
which in his z2ercy he denyeth tothe godly, He putteth | 
them into the fatter paſtures , becauſe he meaneth to kill 
them, andcauſeth theſe to feede on the bare commons, be- 


— —_— 


cauſe he will haue them live (Hill. If the Ralled Oxe had 


reaſon, would he be ſo ſencelefſe, as to thinke his maſter 
loued him better then his fellowes, becauſe of his more 
liberallfoode? know it then thou rich worldling, God 
onely tatrech thee for the laughter. Hee thus ladeth thee | 
with theſe bleflings, that by this meancs aggrauating thy 

ingratitude, and impenitencie, hee might lade thee with a | 
heaujer weight of condemnation : Yea, by this meancs in 

his iuſt iudgement, as by an outward occafion , he prouo- | 
kethand ſtirreth vp the corruption of pride, couetouſneſſe, 
crucltie, oppreſſion, and ſuch like , which before were in 
thee, but for want of occaſion could not fo plainley ſhevw | 
themſclues. That therefore this hid corruption may be dif- 
couered, he offcreth fit matter for it to feede ypon, to 
worke vpon. [das was couctous before hee came to 
Chriſt : therefore Chriſt gaue him the bag , to feede that 
his humour, to miniſter Hell to it, that ſo his rotten heart 
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might be dere&ed : Should not now [#das haue deceiued 
himſclfe much, if hee had apprghended the office which 
Chrilt 2Mignedhim as an argument of his greater reſpect, 


| as though hec had repoſed mote confidence in him for 


fdelitic, whom indeed hee knew to be moſt vnfaith ll? 
[ndas bag was a net to catch his ſoule. The wickeds 
Table, though ſwimming neuer fo much with Caintics, 
is his tare, and hzs proſperitze kts rutne, God giueth them 
thele things no otherwiſe thee [ae/gaue Sr/era nuke and 
lodging, that by this meancs caſting them into the dead 
flecpeof ſecurity he might frike them through with the 
naile of his iudgements: or as E-d gaue the preſent to 
Eglon, onely that he might haue an occafionto ſheath his 
dagegcr in his bowels : whereforc looke how Haman de- 
ceiued himſclfe in conftruing the Quecnes inuitation of 
him to the banquet , as a matter of ſpeciall gracc; for 
for indecd ſhe didit onely to accufc him, alike doc theſe 
fat worldlings decciuc themiclues, imputing their out- 
ward proſperitic to the fauour of God, who indeed onely 
giueth them theſe things to furniſh their inditement out 
of them; like as once 7o/eph cauſed his cup to bee put into 
one of his brethrens ſacks, that he might picke a quarrel 
with them , and lay theft to their charge : for God, how- 
ſocuer he hath giucn the wicked theſe earthly bleſſings, 
yet will he challenge them of theft and vniuſt yſurping of 

is creatures, to the which being out of Chrilt, they hauc 
no right an4 title, Sce then ye milcrable muck-wormes of 
the earth how groſſcly ye decciue your ſclues, that arc ſo 
fearclull of being decciued by others, and know that as 
in otherrcgards, ſo inthis hath our Sauionr befooled you, 
that you thus lull your ſelucs aflecpe in a fa'ſe conceit of 
your owne happineſle , and fing a requiem to your ovwne 
ſoules; Soxle, take thy eaſe; and yet , finne lies hefore the 
doores; this might, O foole, ſhall they take away thy ſorle: 
Avd then, though with Dees ye haue beene rich 537 cthes 


world, | 


— 
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world, yet with himalſo you ſhall be poore cnough in the 
worldto come: ſo poore, that ye ſhall be driven ro begge 
4 drop of water of lome Lazarm, to whom here you de- 
nied crammes of bread, O extreame, and more then beg- 
ger!y poncrty, when thou can{t not command alittle drop 
of water! So, fitly did the Apoltle fay, Charge them that 
arerich ia this world, intinating that there is one riches 


and pouerty ot this world, and ot the world to come , ano- | 


ther, as L2& 1715, poore in this world, became rich in the 
other world, and Dzizes, rich in this world , became cx- 
ceeding penurious in the other : withall, teaching that 


theſe riches when chey laſt long-tt, laltno longer then this | 


life, they follow not aftcr ys when we are dead, to make 
vs richin that other world ; Go now and bleſſe thy telfe 
in thy riches and proſperous eſtate, as badges of bleſſcd- 
neſſe, from which holy'eLgxr deſired tobe bleſſed ; fear- 
ing lelt his ſhooe being oucr-wide for his foot , it would 
bur hinder him in his tourney , and his ouer-ample eſtate 
would bc as cumberſometo his ſoule , as Saxls armour 
would haue beeneto Daxids body, The Apoſtle tcls thee, 
God chaFeneth enery child he hath, and none but baſtards 
go vncorrected: what au idle conccit then is this for thee 
to take that fora zote of thy /on/tip , namely , thy oyled 
and buttcred paths, thy long eaſe and freedome from cre! 
les, for which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee with 
the brand of baſtardi/me? Our Sanur crics out, Woe be 
to you ye rich men, for ye ſhall weepe, What a madneſle for 


| thee to bleſſe where Chriſt curſes ? He tels thee thar thy 


riches are as great burthens , hindring thy entrance in at 
the ftrait gate; and asthe bunch on the Camels backe, hin- 
cring his paſſage through the ncedles eye , andtherefo:c 
cries eut, How hardly ſhall arich man enter into the king- 
dome of heanen?what a dotage is this to account the barrc 
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of heauen dore ſhutting it vp againſt vs, to bethe key ope- | 
ning it to vs; totakeweights preſſing ys downe to hell, to | 


be wings lifting vs vp to heawen? A 


Luke 16, 
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Ciuill luſticia- 


deceir. 


A ſccond fort of men deceiving themſclucs inthis kind, 
arc our cixill Inſticiaries, who therefore iudge themlelues 
to be in good ſtateto God-ward, becaulc they live with- 
out ſcandall, honeſtly, quietly paying cuery man his owne, 
&c. If they had hence concluded , they had beenc in good 
ſtate to man-ward, the deceir had beenc more tollerable; 
for men cannot {o well challenge thoſe that can with $4- 
mucl ſay, Whoſe Oxe or eAſſe hane I ſtulne? whom haue 1 
wronged? but the deceit is fond , to thinke therefore God 
canhaue no Action againſt thee. Alike as if thou ſhoul. 
deſt thinke the King can touch thee in nothing , becauſe 
thou haſtnot fayled in any point, the Law tyes thee to thy 
fellow ſubicts, with whom thou liueſt, and yet happily 
haſt many wayes faulted againſt the King himſelfe : Thou 
talkelt of paying men their dues; welllct it be ſo; what can 
follow hence,butthat among men thou ſhalt gofor an ho- 
neſt man? What with God too? Yes, if thou canſttruly 
ſay, thou paycſt him his ducs, thedue of Prayer , hearing, 


| —————— 


rcaCing, and meditating in the Word , ſantifying of the | 


Sabbaths, the which our ciuill man neuer paycth , and 
therefore as thou wouldeſt account him vnheneſt, that 
paycs thee not thy dues, ſo will God account thee for not 
paying him his. 7h i trac Relinon, ſaith Iames, to the 
looſe Profeſſor, feucring ſome outward Cutics of Religi- 
on inthe firtt, from r1ghtcouſneſle in the ſecond Table, to 
viſit the fatherleſſe and widdow , ec, which arc duties, 
not of Re/igi0 properly , but of Iyſtice 2nd Righreonſ- 
neſſe : and this hedoth, becauſe this is the neal of the 
truth of our Religion. By like reaſon and proportion may 
I {ay to the c5#44 man, as vnreaſonably diuiding the works 
of righteouſncle in the ſecond Table, from thoſe of Reli- 
gioninthefi:{t : This is true righteouſneſſe,, this is true 
honeſtie, to ſanRtifie the Sabbaths , to call vpon the name 
of the Lord , toconferre , to meditate on the Word : For 
looke what kind of Religion that is, whichis not atten- 


ded 
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is not jtoyned with Re/tgion to Go:!, Now the former Re- 
ligion none fo readie to condeinne for naught as the ciu1ll 


way with:thcreſore his owne mouth bcin mdge, his owne 


honeſtie which he ſo magufies, and makes the only pro 


in thy judgement the former bee naught , ſurely the latter 
cannot be good. Religion, orthe fea: e of God , Salomon 
cals the head of all goodnefſe : Honeſtic then without Res 
ligion, is as a bodie witbouta head, eucn a rotting and a 
ſinking carrion; and wilt thou yet be ſo fond as to think ic 
is aſweet ſmelling ſacrifice in Gods noſtrils? Heare (%ri/ 
telling rhe Pharsſees , ſuch as thou art, that the Harlors 
and Publicanxs, as if 1 ſhould now ay to thee, Cur-rhroars 
and Cut-pxrſes (honld go before them into the Kingdome 
of Hcauen, An1 againe, Except your righteouſneſſe ex- 
ceed theri ghteonſue e of the Scribes and Phariſees , yee 
cannot enter into the Kingdome of Heanex : Andif this 
cannot ſtop thy mourh, yet let E/azes fone cloth, all our 
righteonſneſſe , cuen oxy rightcounefle, the Prophet in- 
cludes himſelie, holy Eſaies owne ialocralhallh hs righ- 
tcouſneſſe of grace, is a wen ſ{rxous cloth, that will a 
foule our faces than wipe away the filth of them : What 
then is the righteouſnes of narare?Surely,Chrilt muſt both 
waſh & wipe his Diſciples fect:His bloud muſt be both wa. 
ter and rowe//too.Renounce then thine own rightcouſucile 
cuen ſpiritual, much more Cimzll, and truſt onely to his. 
The third ſort of theſe /e{fe-deceiners are our common 
and carnall Goſpellers, Goſpel-ſpillers rather, being indeed 
looſe Libertines, that doe twrne the grace of God into wan- 
tonneſſe : Theſe alſo iudge themſclues to bee in good caſe 
before God;and why ? Becauſe they haue bin borne in the 
Church, and ſtill enioy the priuiledges thereof; they haue 
E 


beenc 


man himſelfe : for zeale and deuotion in no caſe can hee a- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of his happincſle, mult nceds be rottcn and ynſound. ve | 


honeſt Religion 1s 2s | as irreligions honeſtse : And if | 
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ded with honeſtie to me ,..alike is that hoxeftre which 
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| beene waſhed with holy water g and are daily fed with the 
| ſpiritual! anna of the Word and Sacraments. This was 
| the viuall deccir of the Zewes , whocried, The T. emple of 
| the Lord, the Temple of the Lord : and had nothing elic 
| to bleſſe themſclucs withall , bur the cognizance of Cir- 
| cumcifion.. And our Sauiour ſheweth , how many ax the 
| laſt Day ſhall looke for eternal life, only becaule they hauc 
| cat and drunke in his preſence , which I vnderftand of the 


[ 


from the very feaſting Table,to the Gallowes with Haman. 
| And though they flye neuer ſo much with 7oab to the 
| hornes of Gods Aſtar , yer it ſhall not defend them from 
; Gods Sword; for the very truth is this,the man that wants 
' thewedding garment, is no-otherwile bidden ro the feaſt by 
| the King, then Faman was to Q. £feers featt, hethall thiere 
find God uo left angry with him,then Haman found Hhas 
ſaneroſh,& heare that fear full femteuce, Take him,band him, 
&c.Of his deceit $. James ſpeaketh, when he ſaith, Ze yee 
doers of the word, & IST cus te 3 
Shewing thereby , that many, as the miſerab 

cuenof theſe rimes alſo ſhewerth., did therefore repute 
themſelucs in the numberof Gods people, onely beczufe 
| they came to the Church, heard the Word, and prefented 
him with the outward Sacrifices of their Prayers , and 


| priyſes, howſoener their lives, otherwiſe , were moſt vile 


and vicious, But Saint Lames afterward telleth theſe de- 
| ceiuers, 1f any man ſeeme religions , and refraine not his 
| Pong, decceiuing his owne heart, hi Religion i5n vaine, 

And ſo doth Saint Paw/ rell the Tewes that refted inthe 
Law, and the outward tetter thereof, that their Circumri- 
fion was no better then vncircumeiſion; as a man may ſay 
to a baſe Player, apparelkd like.a Kings Sonne , that his 


Princes coare is no berter then a Beggars, It ſhall doe him 
Ys 


| 
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ſpirituall eating and drinking, inthe hearing of the Word, | 
| and receiuing of the Sacraments : butfor all this,. with the | 
man that wanted the wedding garment, they may be taken | 
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no more good, procure him no more honour or re{pcR.For 
Circumciſion, Bapriſme, -hearing, recciuing, and all ſuch 
like badgesof outward profeſſion, they are but as the out- 
ward garment of Chriſtians, which may eafily bce put on 
by thoſe that are none. And therefore howſocuer theſe 


' many are thought ſufficient to make them good Chriſtians, 


yet Satomen tickes not to make them the werkes pf fooles, | 
when there are no better then they , as when hee callerh 
Gods owne Sacrifices , the Sacrifices of fooles : bee more 
readie to heare then offer the Sacrifice of fooles; becauſe of | 
this fooliſh canceit, which many ground vpan them. Bur 


{ notably doth God ſhake theſe deceiners in the fiftieth 


P/alme , who far all their Lying, Slandring, Whorin g, 
Thicuing ,, would yet needes —_ Sajucs, bermels the” 
were diligent in che outward ſeruice of the T They 
thought they were very carefull members of God, when 
they plycd him ſo faſt with the Sacrifices of the Law,borh 
morning and eucning ; and yet God telleth them, that none 
wereſo yrmindfullgf him as they,and therefore very feare- | 
fully thundcerh agaiuſt them; Q conſider thi gee thar for- 
get God, leſt Iteare, you un peeces: For when the truthof 
obedjence, and power of godliineſſ is wanting, ſurely there | 
is ſmall difference þetwixt an 1/-aelite and an 1/mariite, 2 
cirauycifed Hebrew and an_vncircumciſed Phyliftims , a 
baptiſed Engliſbarran, and an ynwaſhen 7wrke. Neither is | 
the barren Fig-rree in Gods Orchard in any better caſe 
then is the Bramblein the Wilderneſſe. Inwhich regard ' 
D auid is not afraid to call the Elphims Strangers, and | 
_ — pgs _ or - | 
e/£ thioptay , | lining in viſt- 
ble Church » as members thereof, to 3k that God 


'will lap them yp juthe ſame bundle of condemnation , to- | 


gether with the Heathen and- ynciscumciſed , Serangers 
from the)(onenants And Common-weale of Iſrael; This 
therefore will be buz a filly pleabefore God; We haue gone 

E 3 to 
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to-Church, frequented the Prayzrs , heard the $:rmons ; ! 

Nay, the plea of preaching Sermons will not be admire}, 

When thou b.ingeſt to God the Scrmons thou haſt heard; 
' thou bringelt Vriahs Letters, the marrer of thine owne 
; death and damnation. For there!or: ſhall:God adiadge 

thee to ſomuch ſorer and ſeucrer condemnation, by how | 
| much thy meanes of repentance haue been greater. Fhere- | 
fore ſha!l the ca:th be curſed, becauſe having becne wate- | 
red wich the deaw of Heauen , it bringeth- forth nothing 
bur Brambles and Bryars. Bur heere our Zi#berrine, befides | 
his outward formall Church-ſcruice yrgerh his ferth in the 
merits. of Chri/?. 

eAnſw. His faithis meere fancie : for firſt, Faith come 
meth by bearing, and(o alt» it is new iſhed by hearing the 
Word, Prayer, and the Sacraments. Bur the'e men earmot 
tell how they-came by their Faith. And ir is ſufpitious 
when nicn haue goods, and cannot tel! how they cayreby 
them : affurcdly they cannot fay they came to their: faith 
by any fuch meanes : for they deſpiſe the powerful Minj- 
Rerie, and to pray aright they kriow:- not, whereas true 
Faith, the Daughter of the Word',' cannot but .with'all 
humilitic and thankfulneſſe acknowledge het Farher, 

Secondly, True Faith is cops/4tize, it ioyueth together 

thewhole Word of God : ir bekeeucth one promiſe as well 
as another, the promiſes of this life as well as thoſe of the 
life tocome. But our Zibertines faith, that ſcemeth very 
| ſtrong in belceuing ſaluation by (brit , in temporall dan- 
| gersthar concernethe outward manohely , cannot ypho!d 
it ſolfe : the reaſon is, for that, as theirfaith is a fancic it 
ſclfe, fo it apprehendetrh eternal ſalnarion as afancie , and 
ſo they can be bold enough; but temporal! ſaluation be. 
ing. app: ehended as a matter of truth, their fanraſticall 
| fath cannot lay holdof the promices thereof: theſe men 
'| that ſo confidemly profefic that they beleeuc God hath 

prouided hodrabaddent riches of glorie hereafter forthem, | 


can- 


— 


| — 


The arceirfulneſſe of Mans Hears. 


COLES 


cannot yet beleeue that he willprouide competent neceſla. 
ries of maintenance for this preſcat life, whence they fo 
/ rremble in cheir dangers. Againe, Faith belccueth the 
threats of the Word, together with the promiſes. Now, 
thou who prerendeſt belicfe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy 
bcliefe of the threarnings : diddeſt thou bceleeuc the truch 
of thoſe menaces which God hath denounced againſt vn- 
cleane, couctous , ambitious, proude , enuious, malicious 
perſons, and {uch like finners, how durſt thou then ſo wal. 
| low in theſe finnes , that if God inltcad of Hell had pro- 
miſed Heauen, as a reward vnto them, thou'couldeſt nor 
doc more then thou docſt : Why ſhouldeſt thou decciue 
thy ſelfe with an opinion of faith, when indeed thou be- 
lecueſt notſo much as theDeuill ? for hebeleexes [namely 
the threatnings of the Word] and .terembles for horrour ; 
bur thou gocſt on in Fnne , making amocke of the mena- 
ces; aud the inficelitic of the heart, giueſt them the lye, 
ſaying, no ſuch thing ſhall befall thee, And ſo much for 
the three former /z/fe-deceiners, 


CS ak V, 


Of the deceits of the temporarie Beleewers ' 
Fauth and feelings. 


M628 F come now to the fourth ſort of theſe decerners, 


We #5047 in the Parable of the Stonie and Thornic 
ground, and by the Apoſtle, Heb.6.They heare 

the Word, and are inlightned intheir vnderſtandings, yea, 
rauiſhed one would chinke-in their affeRions: for they 
hearcit, ſaith our Saviour, with oy : where, by m_ the 
chic- 


= thc 7 emporarse Beleexer, defcribed by our Sa- | 


lames z,' 


Temporaries 
deceig, roll 
ching : 
Matar;, 
Mart.13.20- 
cxplayned. 
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| chief:ſt AﬀeRions, wee are by like. proportion , to 


| vaderſtand all the reſt , even the affeRion of griefe ir 
ſelfe ; - that is they reioyce in hcaring of the comforts, 
| and other ſuch like doQrine which requireth ioy , lo 
when the nature of doQrine requireth gricfe, they are alſo 
affeRed with ſorrow : and therefore as the hearing of the 
Word, with thoſe 7/#ae/ites, doc oftencuen draw buckets 
of water, and ſhed Riuers of rearcs : cuen this alſo is to 
be vnderſtood by their hearing the Word with ioy,becauſe 
they rcioyce cuen in this griefe, raſting of the ſwectneſſe of 
the Word , and finding a comfortable relliſh therein, 
Theſe men we ſec go very far,ſo that as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
they are in ſome ſort made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt they 
taſte of the powers of the World to come,and expreſle their 
inward grace by outward obcdicnce , bringing forth fruit 
very ſpeedily , farre ſooner then others, as the ſtonie 

round is more quicke and forward then other ſoiles, 
And yet for all this, the'e alſo being rotten at the heart, 
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| falſely iudging themſelues to bee in the Rate of grace. 
The deceitfull argument whereby they thus iudge , is 
this: 

Whoſocuer hath true Faith, Repentance, Obedience, is 
inthe ſtate of grace. 

Bur I haue theſe three, ſaith rhe Temporarie: therefore 
I am inthe ſtate of grace. 

This deceit is farre more deepe and dangerous then any 
of the former three : for their errour was in the grownd 
whereon their argument was built, notinthe application 
thereof, as in the argument of therich Worldling; Wheſoe- 
wer hath outward proſperitie , & wn _ fanour : But [ 
hane outward proſperitie, Here the eeceitis in the propoſe 
tion, not in the aſſumption : for hee truly aſſumes to him- 
ſelfe outward proſperitie; but his propeſitz0n is falſe, that 
outward proſperitie 1s an argument of Gods fauonr. So the 

C't- 
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are to bee ranked in the number of /e/{fe-decciners, as | 
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Cinill man crres not in his application of ciuill and out- 
ward righteouſnefle to himſelte; bur in his ground thar 
this ciuill rightcouſneſle is enough to ger ſaluation. And fo 
the /ooſe Proteſtant rightly applyes to himlelfe outward 

rofcthon, hearing of the Word, &c. bur his ground is 
deccirtull, that this is ſufficient to make one a good Chri- 
ſtian. Bur here it is otherwiſe, The ground of the Tem- 
porarie b:lceuers argument is molt certaine and agreeable 
ro the Word ; namely , that whoſocuer hath true Faith, 
Repentance, and Obeience, is in the ſtate of grace; all the 
deceit is in the application : for the Temporarie, when hee 
aſſumes thoſe things to himſelte , preſames. His aſſumpri- 
on : But I hauertruefaith , &c, is nothing but meere pre- 
[umption. And therefore he is harder to be deliucred from 
this his deceit then the gther : for with them there needed 
no moreadorx, then to ſhew the falſenefle of their grounds, 
which might cafily be done; but heere the falſencile of the 
applicationot their grounds muſt be diſcouered , which 1s 
very hard, becauſec? the neere affinitie and likenefle be- 
twixt the Faith, Repentance , Obedience of the trac and 
Temporarie belccuer : which is fo great , that euenthe 
molt judicious, and diſcerning Chriſtians, cannot perfe&- 
ly diſtinguiſh betwixt chem. Hence 1udas among the 
Diſciples, and eHearias and Saphira, and XI ichol the 
Deacon, among them in the Primitiue Church , till God 
dereRed them, went for true beleeuers : for this difference 
of theſe two Faiths, howſocuer in genera/{ we know it as 
it is reucaked in the Word, yet in ſpecial/wee know it not, 
as itis in men, that wee can ſay before the exert dechare it, 
This man is a Temporary onely. This is diſcernable only 
to him-thar is greater then our hearts,and therefore know- 
eth our hcarts bectcr then our ſelues. Neuerthcleſfe the 
Temporarie, if hc would deale vuparrially in the trying of 
his owne heart, by the rule of the Word, hee ſhould cafily 
come to efpic out the deceit thereof, 
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And firlt as touthing his Faith , it. is euident it 1s not 
ſound : for {þriſt dare not truſt it ; as we ſee in them that 
are ſaid inthe Goſpell to belceue in Chrift , and yet could 
not bebelceued by him. Afany ( faith ubn) beleened in 
hi name when they ſaw his miracles , but Teſus did not 
commit himſelfe vnto them , becauſe he knew them all. 
-But of the true belecuer, Chriſt ſaycs, that he reieAts none. 
that come vnto him. Jadas was an. arch-remporery, and 
yet, that heneuer truely beleeued, appeareth by the ſame 
Emnangeliſt thus commenting ypontheſe words of Chriſt, 
(But there are ſome of you that beleene not ( for Teſus 
knew who they were that beleened not , and who ſhould 
betray him. Marke how the Exangel:ſt rankes the rraitor 
among the »on-beleexers;and bow, being to guea reaſon 
why (hriſt ſaid, altof them bel:cued nor, he faith Chrif 
knew who would betray: him. And more plainely doth 
| this appeare afterward in Chrifts anſwer to Pexey , pro- 
feſſing in the name of the whole twelue, We beleexe , oc. 
Hae not I choſen you rwelue, and one of you ts a Diuell? 
As if heſhould ſay, no, Peter , all of you donot belecue, 
though thou ſpeakeſt generally of all. One of you is a 
Dixell. Let vs ſee then how this remporary decciueth 
himſelfe, in thinking he hath that faich which he wants, 
The deceitfull argument, whereby he would conclude | 
faith to himſelfe, is drawne , firſt from the parts of Faith: 
Secondly. thc _ The parts of Faith are two, firſt, 
knowledge, of the Word in general with aſſent : ſecondly, 
application of the promiſes in /pecsall to ones ſelfe, Both 
theſe the remporarie thinkes he hath, and therefore alſo 
faith. Firſt, for &yowledge, ir cannot bedenicd but he may 
haucan excellent mw 4 thereof ; inſfomuch: as he ma 
not onely apprehend all the points of Religion himſelfe, 
and be able totalke of them , but alfo teach them vnro - 


others, as /uda; did, and many others, whoſe plea ſhall be 
at the laſt day, Lord hane we not taught in thy name? And 
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inthe Parable, the Lamps of the fool;/þ virgins blaze as 
much as the as the wiſe ones. Yet for all this there are de- 
ceits in this knowledge, whereby it is differenced from the 
knowledge of trueFaith, 

Firſt, the knowledge of the Temporary is not ſo well 
grounded either yponthe teſtimonie of the Scriptures, or 
vpon experience , as isthe knowledge of the truc beleeuer, 
To which may that ſceme to appertaine which is ſaid in 
the Goſpell, that they haue no-oote, their knowledge is 
not arovred and well fetled knowledge : for neither haue 
they that care which the true belecuers haue, to build 
themſelues on the ſure authoritics of the Scriptures, nei- 
ther yet at all do. they nouriſh their knowledge with an 
holy practiſe, that ſo they might haue a prafticall, a fee- 
ling , and experimental/ knowledge; wherein indeed the 
knowledge of Fairh,, excelleth the knowledge euen of the 
 Diuell hiniſelfe :. for though he excell vs, as inallother 
knowledge, ſoallo in divine, yet he knowes notthe chicfe 
poyuts thercof, ſuch as are Fasth ,, Repentance , Lone, the 
preſence of the Spirit , what they be, by his owne expe- 
rience, as doth the meaneſt and pooreſt {brifian. Herein 
the pooreſt idiot, being a ſound. Chriſtian , goeth beyond 
the profoundeſt Clearkes that are not ſanChified , that hce 
| hath his owne hearty in ſtead of 7” —— to 

helpe him vnderftand euen the moſt needtull poynts of the 
Scripture. The knowledge therefore of the Temporarie is 
but ſhallow to that of the true Chriſtian : whoſe: priui- 
ledge it is, not onely to know the things themſelucs ytte- 
red, but alſo intent andthe meaning of God therein, The 
| ſecret of the Lord, faith Danid, is rexealed to them that 
feang him. This ſecret- is hid from the wicked, 

Secondly, the knowledge of Faithis a through hearing 
knowledge, which warmesa man at the very heart, wor- 
king loue of the truth knowne : for 17th and goodneſſe 
differ no morethcu the Scale and the Print. Truth, trucjy 
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knowne, ſtamps goodneſſcin the heart, But the Tempo- 
raries heart recetuesno ſuch impreſſion, till ir remaines an 
cuill and vnſound hearr, a nourcery of many ſecret corrup- 
tions, in in which is no goodneſſe,/ Therefore his know- 
ledge is onely a flame that giues /zghr by b/azing* burno 
ſound and durable heate by burning. 

Thirdly, the knoiwledge of Faith is an humbling know - 
ledge. Now my eye hath /eene thee, faith [5b , therefore I 
abhorre my ſelfe in duſt and aſhes. Bur the Temporaries 
knowledge is aſwelling knowledge, puffing him vp in the 
conceit of himſelfc. 

Secondly, for application, which indeed the very pith 
and marrovy of ſauing Fairh;no doubr but the Temporarie 
doth in his owne conccit apply (ri/#: for Chriſt bringeth 
him in threatning kindreſſe vpon him, and lo challenging 
entrance into his kingdome, cuen at the day of iudgment, 
which ſheweth that hee might both liue and die in this 
perſwaſton, that he was the memberof Chriſt , andfo in 
the application of the promiſes. But this conceit of his is 
meere deceit : for in truth he applics naught but an- ;do#, 
a fanſie, a ſhadow: for as the Diſciples when they ſaw 
Chriſt on the Sea, were deceiued , taking him for a wal- 
king Spirit : ſo contrarily, theſe temporarie belecuers, 
when thzy they ſce and heare nothing indeede bur the 
Diucll, (happily rransforming himſelfe into an Angell of 
light,) yet they thinke they ſec, and heare Chriſt himſelfe. 
This application of Chiff is like to the application of 
brea dand drinke in adreame. Doth thedreamer therefore 
cate breador drinke beere? Doth hee truely apply theſe 
things tohimſelfe, becauſe he thinkes ſo? No more doſt 
thou care Chriſts fleſh, or drinke Chriſts bloud, beaauſe 
thy doating braine ſo dreameth. A4tax in his frenzie 
rooke {imple ſhcep for his craftic enemies. And when hee 
badlaine the Carrell, thought yerily he had line his 
encmies, His deccic was great , to take ſheepe for men. 
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| Thinegreater, to take a ſhadow for a ſubſtance; nay , $4- 
| than tor Chriſt : for that thoudoſt not apprehend true 
Chriſt, may appeare by this, that true Faithes apprehen- 
ſion of Chriſt,is mwtxal.It doth not fo lay hold on Chrilt, 
as we take hold of a tree, or ſome ſuch lke ſenceleſle 
thing, but as we vie to do in our ſalutations , when wee 
| imbraccone another, there is a mutuall hold on both ſides. 
Whence thca® of the PatriarchsFaiths in apprehending 
the promilcs, iselegantly ſet out by the Apoſtle, by the 
metaphore of ſoluting : They ſaluted, kiſſed , or imbraced 
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the promiſes. So that true Faith, kiſſing {br:ff, is kiſſed of | Pſal.3-12, 


him, embracing Chriſt is re-imbraced of him, anditfo ap- 
prehends Chr1/t, that at the ſamie time the belceuer is ap- 
prehended of {hriſt, as Pax! ſheweth in his owne exam- 
ple. Now thoſe whom ChriFt hath once gripd with his 
hand, predeſtinating them to cternall ſaluation , fuch no 
power can eucr wring out of his hands. Ns man can take 
my ſheepe out of my hands. Whence that , He that belee- 
ueth hath eternall life, and ſhall nemer come into condem- 
nation. And againe, Hee that commeth to me, I caſt not 
away. For Icame downe, not to ds mine owne will, but my | 
Fathers : and this is his will, that of all he hath giuen mee, | 
I houldlooſe nothing, but ſhould rai't it vp at the laſt day. 
If any ſay, though {rt caſttrhem nor away that belceue, | 
yet they may caft away themſelues: I anſwer, neither | 
canthar be: for in the nine and rhirticth verſe hee ſaith, | 
that he ſhall looſe nothing that is giuen him. Bur if the | 
belecuer might calt himſelfe away , Chriſt then ſhould | 
looſe ſomething giuen him. As the prodigall child, though | 
of himſclfe he le't his Father , yer is called the /oft chrld. 
Chriſt then cannot ſo looſe any true belecuer, bur tha | 
he ſhall raiſe him vp ar the laſt day to eternall life, But | 
temporarie beleeucrs, as we ſee in Iudas , may finally tall 
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that couldnot hold them, and not ({hriſt, whoſe handis a 
ſure hold-faſt , neuer letting go that which once it hath 
ſcized on, The true belecuer is rooted 5n faith , but of the 
temporary Chriſt ſaith; he hath no rooting : and therefore 
his Faith is naught, . | 

Obie. Why then is it ſaid, L»ke 8.1 3.theſe mendoe 
bcleeue, if they do not. | 

eAnſw. 1. The Scriptwre, in many things, ſpeaketh 
according to the probable & common iudgemem of men, 
Thus the Moone is called one ofthe two great lights, 
when indeed it 15 the leaſt of all, Thus the Diuell called 
Samuel, becauſe in his likenefle, and fo thought of Saw. 
And thus the fancic of temporarze called Faith , becauſe, 
having ſome reſemblance of true Faith, it goes for true 
Faith, both with him that hathit, and with others. 2. They 
haue indecedrtrue Faith in their kznde , namely ,!a ioyfull 
aſſent to the truth of the Goſpel|: bur not the 5»/2ifying 

faith of the Ele&, which they thinke they have. 

Bur you will ſay, ſhew vs then the decegrs of this Faith, 
that both the true belecuer may be dcliucred from falſe 
feare, and the temporariefrom falſe zoy. 

I anſwer x.the true belecuer belecues with muchconfli- 
Ring him in, as inthe Goſpel! that cried, Zord 7 beleenc, 
helpe my wnbeleefe. The combate was not fo great betwixt 
Michael, and Sathan concerning Meſes dead body, as it 
is betwixt Sathan and eucry true belecuer, concerning 
('brifts lining bodie. When Faith gocs about to lay hold of 
it;theDiuell ftriketh at her hands, and would plucke them 
away from it. Hence Faith is faine to tugge, and wreſtle 
even till it ſweat againe. And therefore the Apoſtle Paul 
calles it the diffcrlt works of fatth , becauſc the beleencr 
hath ſuch adoe to belceue; not onely in regard of the op- 
poſition wade by the flcfh ( full of infidelitie ) which asin 
all good things, ſo ſpecially in belecuing , wee muſt beate 
downe with Paxl; but alſo in rcgard of the violent 
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lo often putting vs. ro. out ſhifts , thaking vs1to {carch, 
and tric our Faith, to pray carneſtly for our Faithes con- 
firmation, and ſo with rauch ſeare and tremblizg to wore 
awtrowur owne/Aluntion. It is _ ſo with the, Tempo- 


keue. Sathan troubles not him , for they lice houll bee 
| divided again himſetfe, who begat that preſumpruous 
fairh1nbin. Nay rather Sachau confirmes himin this bt; 
deceir. And therefore. aur t2mporarie doth: not fo luſpet; 
himſelfe, 60:hnotſotrie and cxamine himſeife , doth np, 
ſo worke out the \vorke of -his Faithy, with tho'e {kong 


| with thoſe hitter bickerings with infidelygic, that the truce 
belceucr coth,, $1 0% 


hath,as it were, two hands, Qne-receiujag, {brit from 
| God: theather -giuing the belceuer to Go. Aud both 
| theſe hands ivexceiſerh 
leeutr applyeth Chriſt to his 'owne heart, hs, appiics hiz 
heart to Chriſt, and cleaues tohim with full purpoſe, of 
ſoule. This was notably ſhadowetl owt+nderahe ceremo- 
niall law, inthe coniunRion of the ſinne-offering , which 
"noted-(brift; and the barrt offering, which as Paxl bach 
interpreted it, more ſpecially fi nificd chie ſacrificing of the 
fleſh; the crucitying of o/d eAdam, True faithoffers bath 
theſe at once. Byr the Temporaries faith is lame on that 


| Chrift, hz: giucs not himielfe to Chbr4#t x heioffers the | 
fuune=offering without "the. bxrnt-offering « And-thereſore 
applying Chri/t to him/elfe, and not himgſelfe to (rift, he 
-|. miſ-2pplicth. Tnieed he may, make ſome ſhew of giving 
- himfelfe to Chriſt, but in truth he reſcrues bunſcliclfe to 
- himiſelfe:he nouriſhes ſome ſpecial fin or other in himaſclte, 
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| litie , tothings that are not viſible and apparant : ſothat 


and ſo giues hanſclfto Satan,to f,not to Chriff. As Herod 
ganchinſdfe,nqr ro Chriſt, but to Herodias ,'tohis Juſt ; 
and 7udas gave himifelfe, not to'Chrift , butto the bagge, 
and to the baggage of his'couctoulnefle, =. 

Thirdly, A third propertie of true-Faiths apprehenſion, 
1s ſet cieln Abrahams exanptke, whois ſaid eo hope againff 
hope : whenthe beleeuer is in heauic agonics , and tcelerh 
a yery' Hell in his conſcience , yet thencan hce apprehend | 
Heawen , and with 7onas in the Whalcs. belly call ypon 
God m Faith: for faith i the ſabſidtence of things that are 
»»t, much more then of things which indeed are , thougti 
not in appearance. If it can giue ſubſiſtence to things that 
are not ſubſiſtent, much more then-appearance , and vifibi- 


faith can ſee one contrary in another , in the very depth of | 
Hell, Heauen, m chovew extreinitic of miſcry Sopatnetle t 
inthe very midſt of anger , mercie : and the Woman of 
{anaan, Mat.yg.canpicke comfort out of the reproch- 
full n:me of Dogge, and when nothing but warre is to bee | 
feene m Gods face}, yerthen can it pierce through .all the | 
thicks coudes, ahd behold the ſwect foar-ſhineof Gods fa- * 
uourand prace in Chrift: through the bent browes of the 
irefull Tadge cari'it Tee the yearning and releming bowels 
of the compaſſionate Fatherxheeye of true Faith can looke 
ypon God, not onely /9ni/ing, andinuiting vs to himlelfe | 
by 2 ſer and gracious, buralſol/owring ,' and druing vs 
away with a darke and cloudie countenance:bur then is our 
TemporariesFaith cleane daſhed out of countenance; 111 
the Hypocrite pray alwayes ? -faith-Tob , and fo, wilt hee 
belceue-alway ? No, a little: winde blowes downe the 
Spiders web of his hope, When Gods 'hands. are-full of 
gifts to beſtow, then his faith is'readie tofay hold onrhem. 
Heis like to children that come running to their, Father, 
when there is ah appſe inhis hand to: toll them , burnot 
when the rod is in his hand to.correthen) : ar rather, like 
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tro Dogges, which, if they ſce a cruſt in your hand , come 


ly runne awvay', or deſpcratcly flie in your face. Burrhc 


drawne $ wGods hanJ],..yet hes dares vcnrure an-{ 
prefle towards God, though. the Lord ict neuer:ſo Rerue 
counteuance againſt him, he willnot be out-faced , but in 


deſt ſlay. mee, yet till will I:looke vpon thee for helpe ; 
T howgh thou ky{l me, yet will I tru#t mniches i But 1 (ch 
a calerhe 7 emporares former zolly confidence yauilhcth : | 
heere is the triall of Faith. - ,, . Wy EI 

Thus the Temporary decciucs hunſelfe in the parts of | 
Faith, The fgzes of Fajzly arc thoſe feelings, thoſe Kew | 
lights. and ioycs whichare felt in hearing che! Word , Jin 
Prayer, in meditating of the promiles : for as mfeading | 


in Faiths fceding vpon the promiſes tha is a /pirieund | 
gladneflc : and. in this pirikwuall foodallo that copiunttion | 


fore Peter ioynes both theſe together, We beleexe and re-. 
5oyce : now thefe' comforts and ioyes the'Temporarie in 


ioy. Paul (ayes, They taſte of t 
of the powerrof thelife ts come. The Iewesa-efaid to re- 
ioyce in the light.of Tobrs Minifteric. Herod is faid ro | 
heare Jobnwillingtyor cheerfully : and hence he concludes 
fairhto himſelf, Burthe truthss , there js exceeding, much 
deceit in this ioy and _— i: isnor ſolid, but onely fu- | 
perficiaric, onely ataſte as rhe «Apoſ/etcarmerhit, no c2- ; 
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} 
digeſting; a flbari Riuerof Cbr;tsbloud,no | 
diving downe tothe bottome , aud as "it were burying | 
the 
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fawning and glayering ; but if they ſee a cudgell , and | 
that you come toward them to ſtrike, cither they fearcful... | 


true belceuer gocs further; an{ when there is a nakgd | 


an bolp kin4 of impudcncic he will out-looke him, and lay; | 
Lord, though thou iooke yponme, ; ax though thou woul- | 


of filling the heart with food and gladneſſeis trac, Theie- | 'Afts 14, 
1,Pet.1.9. 
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the eFpoſtte ſpeaketli. And this may appeare by foure 
properties of the ioy of true faith which'donot atall :g:ce 
to the Temporaries ioy. Fits 36 | 
Fuſt, Propertie is ſcer:tie, whereby the belecucr re- 
iogceth inthe Word, bccaufe of the Word it ſelfe, and rhe 
gootrneſſe and holinefle rhereof, bue the delight which the 
Temporaric belcener rakethinthe Word , is rathet for the 
noucltic of the dodtine delivered, or fot ſome. affection 
they carry to the Preacher , for ſome common and out- 
ward gifts, cither of” life or leatning, or for his clocution, 


.| aRion,words, phraſes in delivery,or any ſuch like reſpec. 
* | This WasSaint Auguſtine delight which before his con- 


uerfionhe tookeinSaint e Ambroſe Sermons, more for the 
clequence of the words, then the ſubſtance of the matter : 
aid this aHo was the delight which Ezechiels Auditours 


rooke in preaching. "Hee was 'yiito them as the pleaſant | 


voyceef a Mufttian, and they commended him much , but 
yer their hearts ranne after their conetonſneſſe;” ns did He- 
rods after his Tncelt, for all' hee delighted fo much in Tohns 
Minifterie, If his ioy in the Word had beene fincere', hee 
would hauc rejoycedas well in the doQrine of the ſcuenth 
Commandement as in any other : butthis galled him, Thus 
is it with our Temporaric , hce can delightin the Word as 
long as it troubles him nor in his bel6ued finnes : bur ler it 
once touch him there, he ſpurnes preſently,and flings away. 
Therefore hee delighteth not in the Word fincerely; be- 
cauſe it is the Word of God, for then one part thereof 
would be as welcome to him as another. Now the true be- 
lecuer, cuen whenthe Word croſſeth his corruption, can 


| yet then ſay with Par, 7 delight in the Law , concerning | 


the inner man. 
Secondly, True ioy.is a full ioy, asour Sanionr ſpea- 
kerh to his Diſciples, That your roy may be full, The true 
belee uer ſo rcioycethin things ſpiritual}, that hee who! 
delpiſeth the ioy of things temporall , and inthem reioy= 


ccth 
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ceth ſlsghtly and owerly, as though he retozced not. His ioy 
is a ſpoxrting 50y , ſuch as is the zoy of Harxeſt : Thou haſt 

inen mee more ioy , ſaith Dania, then when their (orne 
and Ole abounded. But the ioy which our T emporarie 
finderh in things ſpirituall , is nothing comparable to that 
in temporall. 7zda: ioy inthe &agge , was aboue that hce 
rooke in {brift, andhis DoGtrinc. Herod tooke greater de- 
light and contentment in Heyodzas then in John, and in the 
prophane Damlſels dancing , then in the holy Prophets 
preaching, For among thole many powerfull Sermons 
which he heard him preach ; when was he cuer ſo affeQed, 
as toſay, Tobn, aske what thou wilt, and it ſhall bee ginen 
thee, exen to halfe of the Kingdome ? If the ſpirituall ioy 
of the Temperarie were full, what need hethen to fi// it 
vp with this carnall and finfull ioy? Hethar is full, faith 
Salomon, loatheth the Honey-combe. So hee that is full of 
this ſweer ſpirituall ioyloatheth the ſweeteſt and moſt de- 
licious Honcy-combes of thefleſh or the World. But the 
Temporaries teeth water after them,He is like thoſe fowle, 
that as they flicaloft, ſoalſo they ſwimme in the waters : 
which as they were vuclcane ynder the Law, ſoalfois hce, 
for that ſeeming tomount yp in ſpirituall ioyes , hee yet 
withall ſwinameth, yea, batheth himſelfe in the waters of 
carnall delights. Hence it is that the ioy of the Temporary 
is but an obſcure and muddie joy : for carnall ioyes mixed 
with ſpirituall, arc as a4ampe to put out their light, and as 
mud totrouble and diſtemper their cleare Riucrs ; whercas 
the ioyof the true belccuer, being freefromſuch diftempe- 
rature, is farre more cleere and lightſome. 

Thirdly, True ioy is aſtrong ioy , according to that in 
N ehemiah, The toy of the Lord «s your ftrength. And this 
ſtrength it ſheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

Firſt, In our paſſive obedtence, in induring 2fflictions. 
Saint Pax/giucth this reaſon, why the faithfull are ſo vn- 
conqucrable in their affliftions , till by meanes of their 
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paticnce poſſeſſing rheir ſoules , becauſ+ the lowe of God 1s 
ſpread ym into our hearts by the Holy Gho#t. Loc, the 
power of true and lively fecling of Gods ſweetneſle in 
Chriſt : it can make vs hold vp the head in the greateſt 
deicRtions : Except thy Law had been? my delight , (faith 
the Prophet) / ould now haze periſhed in mne afflitton: 
being ouercome by the extremitic of my tribulation, 1 
ſhould haue done that which in effeRt Sauls perſecutions | 
bad medoe, namely, renounce the trueGod , and goe and 

ſerne ether Gods. Where then there is a ſound dcljeht in 
the Word, it keepes a man from ſuch kinde of peri ing : 
for, as the Apoſtle cxccllently ſaith, The peace of God gar- 
deth our hearts in Chri#t Teſns , that thoughour troubles 
and crofſes would ptucke vs from Chriſt, yet where thereis 
true peace, truc ioy in the Holy Ghoſt, it is ſo ſweet and 
a. 6” that it holds vs faft to Chriſt, and for all our 
troubles, makes vs to lay with Peter, It is good bering 
here: weknow not where to mend our fi vtec 26 the rem- 


| porarie Beleener is not alwayes thus kept from periſhing 


in affliction : for our Saxiour of one kinde of them faith, 
that 1Yhen perſecution of the Word commeth, then he is of 
fended, and in the time of tentation departeth away, Now 
true ioy,as we ſay,is as a fountaine of water,to refrcſh and 
relicue vs in the greateſt drought , and in the moſt ſcor- 
ching heat of perſecution : but the 7; emporaries ioy is a 


ſtanding poole, whichis dryed vp in the heate of Summer, 
in perſecution hee ſhrinkes, aud therefore his joy is not the 
oy of true faith, 

Secondly , The toy of the Lord is onr ſtrength in our 
attine obedience , which is daily to bee performed in the 
whole courſe of our liues. When thou ha#t inlarged my 
heart ({aith Daxid) I ball run the wayesof thy (omman- 
dement. Now itis ſpiritual toy that inlargeth a Chriſtians 
heart, cuen as griefe contracts it, And when the Chriſti. 


ans heart is thus inlarged, hee hath ſuch freſh life and ſpi- 
| rit 
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rirput into him , that it makes him runne, even with the 

feet of the Hinde, ſwiftly, in the Chriſtians race, Tr is as 

Oyle, wherewith-the bodie being ſuppled, is the more 

agile,and nimble for aRion : as in /acob, after that hee had 

beene ſoaked in this Oyle , and bathed in this bathof hea. 

uenly comforts in Bethel, as it were agenerous and manly 

Horſe refreſhed with a baitein his journey : the text (ayes, 
that he lift vp his feet, that is, went chearefully, and with 
good heart and courage, forward in his tranell. But our 
temporarie, after his beſt refreſhing with the ſpirituall de- 
licates, riſeth yp with thoſe Iſraclities, to play, hee is as 
weak andimpotent as before,cither forreſiſting tempration, 
or performing any good dutie. So farre is hee from /sfting 
vp his feet with Tacob, to runne the wayes of Gods Com- 
mandements with Daxid. The Traueller that by the way 
drinkes a good draught of wine, is refreſhed, and thereby 
inabled for his trauell : if he cnely fip of it with his mouth, 
Rill he will remayne faint, and weary, vnable to hold onin 
trauell, So is it with the Temporary belecuer, that onely 
ſfips of this ſpirituall wine, he cannot poſſibly haue D amid; 
ſtrength, to runne the way of Gods {ommandements. Here 
then is the diſcoueric of the deceit of his heart in this kind: 
he fecleth ofteu many comforts,and is ſometimes in prayer, 
hearing, receiuing the Sacraments , and ſuch like cxerciſes 
even rauiſhed againe; bur yet for all this, the fruit of a well 
ordered heart and life followes not. And therefore in truth 
he cannot hauc any ſound comfort in them, as any cuiden- 
ces of iuſtifying Faith for excellently hath Zachary con- 
pled thele two things together, To gize /ight to them that 
fit in darkeneſſe, and inthe ſhadow of death , (which I in- 
terprete aſwell of the light of ivy and comfort in the affee 
tions, as of knowledge inthe vnderſianding. )andto guide 
our feet into the wayes of peace. So that if once being re- 
freſhed withthe warmth of this light, of this fire, wee riſe 
not vp to walke inthe wayes of peace, bur fir ſtill in the 
2 chairc 
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chaire of ſloth, holding the hand in the boſome : it is an ar» 
gument it wasno truc li ght, but only a ſodaine and deceit- 

tull Aaſhing thar ſhone vnto vs. 
{ 3. Is nor riſing | Thirdiy, The ioy of the Lord ſheweth it Arcngth,in re 
| vp after falls, | ceining vs after our fals, temptations,deiettHons. As wee 
; Plal.4-7,8, may ſecin Daxid, in tempration and diſtreſſe fecling the 
ablence of the ſpirit, ani Gods cltranging of himſclfe from | 
him, he praycs, Lora, /ift tho vp the light of thy countes- | 
| zance, ariving to recouer his Joſie, But how,and by what | 
argument? by the experience of the ioy which formerly he 
| had felt in the apprehenſion of Gods fauour;. Thos haſt gi- 
' wen me more toy then they hane had in abundance of Corne 
| and Oyle. Loe, the ioy that D axid had felt inGodsfauour 
| in time paſt, ſet his tecthon cdge after it againe: a notable 
| propertic of true ſpirituallioy ; it makes vs cleaueſaſt ro 
; God,who is the matter of our icy , cuenthen when cither 
| he is departing from vs, by with-drawing his face from 
our cyc, or we are departing from him , by with-drawing 
our necke from his yoke : we haue an example in the _Lpo- 
faticall Church of the 7/-aelires,conceiuing a purpoſe of 
Hoſea 2 returning againeto the Lord , for that it was better with: 
" her before, then ſince her revolt. And ſo the Prodigall 
| Sonne, when he was pinched with famine,calling to minde 
the former good fare at his Fathers houſe, reſolucth there- 
vypon to rcturne home againe. Hence it was that Chriſt, 
oing about to recouer the Church of Zpheſws, ſomething 
Aller , he putsher in mind of herformer cſtate,and the haps 
pic priuiledges the:cof which now ſhee wanted : Remen- 
| ber from whence thou art fallen, aud repent, ec, Thatis, 
conſider what kind of eſtate thou waſtin , jn the time of 
thy firſt louc, how fall of peace, ioy in the Holy Ghoſt, li- 
| bertic of ſpirir, &c. and then, repentance and doing the 


frft workes will follow. For hee thathath once taſted of 
Luke 15, the ſweet of this ioy, is ſo affced therewith , that with 


Reuel.2.5, Paxl he would rather die thenloſeir. And therefore fec- 
ling 
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lingir to bee ſomething, eclipſed by his falls, he can never | | 
be ar reſt, till by renewing of his repentance, hebe againe | 


repoſicſled of ic, But now it is farre otherwiſe with the 


baſe counterfcit ioy ofthe Temporarie belecuer. The true | 


beleeuers ioy ariſcth from a through apprehenſion of Gods 
mercy by Faith, from a through fe 
the Exangelicall wine , cheering him euch ar the very 
heart, anithereforethis ioy obtayned the chieftic and ſo- 
ucraigntic in his ſoule; forthe ioy in outward things was 
but as a ſhadow, and in themas before was ſaid, hee reioy- 
ced, a though he reioyced not. Hence it then connneth to 
paſſe, that ſinne hauing propt.aned, and ſomething obſcu- 
red his ioy,notwithſtanding all ourward comforts in great 
abundance preſent themſelues, and their ſcruice, yer th 
are in his account but milerable comforters : no, for ul 
them hedroupes, and hangs downe the head, and hangs v 
his Harps, remembring the comforts of Sion, and hoſe 
ſweet Songs of the night , wherewith God was once wont 
ro fill his mouth, he begins to thinke with himſelfe : O in 
what happy calc wasI , when I walked faithfully and vp 
rightly withmy God ! O the fiveer Songs of che night, and 
heauenly RO of the Almightie! O the gracious 
viſitations of the Spirit, and teachings of the reines in the 
night ſeaſon! How was I then fed with the bread of An- 
gels, andfeaſted with the daintieſt of thoſe heauculy Deli- 
cates? Why thendoeI depriue my ſelfe of all theſe com- 
forts by mine owne negligence? Why returne I nat againe 
to my-good God, to cnioy his heretofore taſted ſweerneſſc? 
Bur now the Temporarees ioy ariſech onely from a very 
flight and ſuperficiall apprehenfionof the promiſes , onely 
from a ſipping of this wine in the mouth , and not from 
aay operation thereof at the heart: and therefore his ioy, 
as we ſhewed, was greater inoutward things thenin ſpiri- 
ruall : and hence it comes to paſſe, that when for rhe retay- 
ning of theſe temporall comforts, he begins to fall, his ſpi- 
F 


2 ricuall 


celing of the warmth of 


——————— 


6 | 


Pſal.x 37. 


Pſal.77:6. 


T be deceitfulneſſe of Mans Hearts 


ritual joy,by this mearis once interrupted,quite dierh:for it 
was notof " Be force, to leaue ſo deepe an impreſſion in his 
heart, as that afterward he ſhould be affected with the re. 
membrance thereof, in. ſo powerfull a manner as thereby to 
be rayſed vp againe,to ſceke theLord afreſh by a renued at | 
of Faith & Repentance. Bur the ioy & comfort of the true 
b-.lceuer had ſuch a quickning & 1cuiuing verrue in it, that 
he carnot but rem:mberit,euca in his more gricuous fals, & 
| Pſal.219.93- | with the Prophet, in the remembrance thercof, tay, / will 
nener forget thy precepts: for by them thou haſt quickned me 
4. Vnſcaſons- | Fourthly, The 10y of truc Faith,is a more orderly , and 
ble haſlinelle, leiſurely joy, it comesnot all on the ſodaine, but ylually by 
certaine ſteps and degrees, in this manner, Firlt, the belce- 
uer {ces his owne ſinfull wretchecin-fſe, cleerely repreſen- 
ted to his eyes in the glaſle of the Law , and therevpon a- 
gaſt with ſo feazefull a bght, he is in great diftreſle, teeling 
how bitter and burdenſome his finnes arc:for which being 
throughly p:icked and mms in conſcience, and know- 
ing there is no remedie þur Faith in Chriſt , hee beginnerh 
to hunger for Chriſts rightcouſneſle, and for Faith to ap= 
prehcnd it, yawning in his defires, cuen hke the dry and 
thirftic ground, This Faith when at "_ he hath got by 
many ftrong and loud cryes, ſent vp to the throne of grace, 
he feeleth his minde calmed , and beginneth to rcioyce in 
the ſaluation of the Lord. An example of joy thus wrought, 
we hauc in thoſe Conuerts of Peter , who were firſt price. 
ked and wounded in Spirit, crying out to the Apoflles for 
ſomereliefe; and then a'terward , hearing the promiſes, 
andreceiuing the Sacraments, they were repleniſhed with 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt.But the Temporarres ioy comes 
not ſoſlowly, bur it ſprouteth forth like /o»as GourdE,ſo- 
dainly in one night. And therefore inthe Parable ir js ſaid, 
that the ſeed in the ſtonie ground incontinently ſprung 
forth. And in the expoſitionof the Parable, Chriſt ſayes, 
that immediately ypon the firſt hearing , withour any 
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| couch of Conſcience, without any through humiliation 
| going before, they receine the Word with toy, Bur the 
| good ground brings forth, as cther of her fiuits, ſo this 
| of toy, with patience , as Lake hath it : oras the Greeke 
| word may bearc, in expectation, or tariance; namely, for 
the fit ſeaſon. It is ſpoken (I rake it) in oppoſition to the ſto- 
nie ground, which was ſaid to bring feb prefinnt y vpoa the 

| reccit of theSced.Bur the good =_ doth rather reſtrain, 
; or keepe in it ſelfe, doth not fo fuddenly pur forth ir ſelfe, 
| asthe (tonic ground , but retaines the ſeed within, till the 
' iuſt rime of bringing forth bee come. Wherefore this ouer 
violent haſtineſle, that is tn our Temporarzes ioy,and fo al- 
| ſoother of his graces, giueth vs jult cauſe ro ſuſpe& them 
as deceitfull, and to feare in them the truth of the common 

| Prouerbe, S29re ripe , ſoone rotten. As in Travellers, hee 
| that at thefi. ſt is fo free and frolike, and ſpurres it, and gal- 
lops it ſo luſtily, hee ouer-takes indeed many in the way, 

| ard leaues them behind; but at length his Horſe is tyred, 
| and then hee is ouer-taken, to his ſhame, of themore ſober 
| and moderate Rider , whom ere-while hee paſſed by,as an 
ouer-{low companion : (o in this ſpirituall journey our Sa- 
uiournntcth ir, that waxy «f the firſt that out-ftripr their 

| fellowes, ſhall be laſt , when the laſt ſhall befuſt, How 
| farre was ſudas at firſt, before I ichodemrs ? I icode- 
| ms camecloſely , and by ſtealrh ro Chriſt, and was one- 
| ly a night profeſſor; [xdas followed him openly in the day, 
in the Goh of all men: when Nzcodems was bur a flow 
Scholer, ſcarce capable of the firlt Elements of Chrittia- 


' was aforward and zcalous Preacher : And yet at laſt, Vz- 

| codemus that was laſt , became firſt : and Indas that 

| was fir# , became 7aft-: when [das did treacherouſly 

berray Chriſt in the night, hee did faithfully profeſſe him 

in the day, and when [das his great faith was turned into 

helliſh Deſpaire , then hee went and _—_ hunſehte ; _ 
| 4 ; 


| nitie, as namely, of the doArine of Regeneration , Indas , 
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did Nicodems his littte faith , become ſtrong and bold, 
that hce durſt openly begge, and honourably buric the 
bodie of Icſus. Hee that runnes ouer eagerly at the firſt 
beginning of his race, quickly runs himſelte out of breath, 
and cannot _y hold out. Vntumely fruits, children 
that come before theix time, are ynſhapen , 2nd deformed 
children, and: doe nor liuc. So are theſe Temporaries, 
whoſe graces come out of the wombe, before they haue 
their jult conception , miſ-ſhapen , and deformed Chri- 


with them as with children that are too timely wittic and 
wiſe aboue their age ; of whom wee lay , and cxperience 
ſhewes as munch , they are not long liued: when wee ſee a 


Chriſtian, at the very firſt daſh breake forth into zeale, a- 


ſage of no durable ſoundneſſe, The flattering of the Sun 
rayes oftcn drawes forth the bloſſomes vcty earely: but 
x” as her come cold nips, and then all is marred, and it had 
beene better they had not beene ſo forward. Ir is good 
thenfor Chriſtians, that would not deceiue themſclues, to 


firſt beginnings to be wiſely moderate : when they are but 


on things too high for them, rather to imitate Pirhagoras 
Schollers, of whom the beſt and moſt towardly wereto 
hold their peace for the two firſt yeeres, and not before 
thus throughly ripened , to ſhew themſelucs, Then may 
| they haue ioy as of otherof their gifts , ſo of theſe ioyes 
an feelings whichnow we ſpeake of. But the Tempora- 


taſts and feelings, yet they are not as any earneſt of a grea- 
rer 4 ary to follow, ſo as they arc tothe Ele, eucnthe 
ficſt fruits , promiſing an ample Harueſt , but onely a 


ſay of precious wares, which oftentimes is given to 


ſtians, and ſuch kinde of graces quickly vaniſh : It fareth. 


| 


boue the age of his Chriſtianitie,it is butanill Fgne, apree | 


take heed of the ſtonie grounds ouer-forwardneſſe; in their | 


children in Chriſt toſpeake,and doe as children,andas Da- | 
id ſpezketh in another caſe, not to vndertake , or venter | 


raes reioyCing is not good. Though God giue him ſome | 


Chap- | 
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Chapmen that neuer buy , and purchaſe the whole : 
for this ioy wanteth both /incerztie , being defiled:; 
fulneſſe being Nleight and deteRtive : frexgrh being faint 
and feeble : moderation being vnſcaſonable , forward 
and haſtic. And thercfore, though a kinde of ſpirituall 
ioy , yerfor this deceit , deſerueth the ſame checke 
nr OM, ith Salomon rebuketh, the carnall , Thox art 
madde, what u it that tho doeff ? 


Cuare, VI. 


Of the deceit of the Temporarie Beltexers 
ſorrowes and atſires. 


nay He deceits that are in the Temporaries Faith 
I i&# thus opened , wee come in the next place, to 
} (2 ſpeake of his deceits in the matter of Repen- 

rance. Where it cannot be denied, but that hce 
may goc very farre inthe probable reſemblance of Repen- 
tance ; infomuchas he himfelfe, as well as others, may 
thinkehee hath in truth repented. To examine this more 
particularly, in theparticulars of Repentance, and firſt in 
that which is inward , and then in that which is outward: 
therein. 

Firſt, For the inward prattice of Repentance , therearc 
two fpeciall things whereinhe decciueth himſclfe, Sorrow, 
Deſire. The former reſpeQing time palt : the latter, time, 
preſent, and to come, 

Firſt, For his ſorrow, he is wondrous wide, he feeleth,no 
doubt , oftentimes ſome remorſe, the prickes and tings 
of an accuſing conſcience, as it were the arrowes of the 


hee hath his part-in godly ſorrow. But exceeding fallc. 
ly, and deceitfully ; For, who fcele greater gripes, | 
and 
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his 


I. Sorrow, 
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and pangs of vpbraiding, and vexing conſciences, then do 
the Diuels themlelues , and the moſt deſparate repro- 
bates? So that if the reaſon were good, they alſo ſhould 
haue godly ſorrow. Inicedtheſe compunCtions of heart, 
theſe horrours , and terrours in the Elect are a notable 
preparatine to godly forrow , and and they are as the 
prickes of the needle, making way for the thred : as wee 
may ſee inthe example of that troupe of Saint Peters Con- 
uerts : ncuertheleſle they are to be diſtinguiſhed from re- 
pentance it ſclle, as being common to the reprobate, with 
the Elc&. Therefore, as the ficke patient ſhould decciue 
himſelfe in thinking he had taken a ſufficient purge, be- 
cauſe hee hath taken a preparariue; or as hee ſhould de- 
cciue himſelte, that ſhould chinke he were entered farre 
enough into the houſe, that (tans onely in the Zxzryor 
the Porch; lodoth here our remporarie Cclude his ſoule, 
miſtaking ſome preparatorie , and #ntroduttorie workes 
ynto repentance; for repentance i: ſelfe, For notwithſtan- 
ding thoſe Penitentsaries in the Ats were miſerably 
| wracked, and tormented in conſcience , and felt the two- 
edgcd-ſword of the Spirit piercing through their ſoules, 
yet when they demanded of Peter, what they ſhould do, 
namely, to be caſed of their preſent diftreſſe, receiued this 
anſwer; Repent : belike then they had not repented as yet, 
for all the ſmart of thcir rubbing and galling conſciences. 
Videbucerwm | Nay, marke how Petey preſcribes repentance as the onely 
in Marth. 4. ſoueraigne remedy to relecuc them in that their agony. 
Lo then yet afouler and groſer deceit, to take the 45/ea/+ 
for the remedy, to think that becauſe they haue the wound 
curable onely by the Balme of Gilead, therefore they hauc 
the Balme ir {elfe. So alſo our Saxioxr calleth ſuch as are 
in this caſe, men heazy laden and wearied with the bur. 
Marth,11.18. | thenoffinnes guilt, and bids them come vnto him. A man 
therefore may be burthened with the ſenſe of finne, and 
yet ( as yet ) not come to Chrift. Yea, there is a orcat | 
diffc- 
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difference berwixt being thus heauie loaden; and comming 
to Chriſt , as betwixt hauing a burthen on ones backe, 
and the hauing of it taken off: for therefore doth Chrilt 
call ſuchto come vnto him , that by this mcanes they 
might beeaſed. And yet more plainely doth our Sauiour 
clecre this, when he ſaith, that he came #9 call ſinners (vn- 
de: ſtand it of finners laden with the burthen of their finnes, 
ſeeing and bewailing their miſery) ro repentance. There- 
fore, to fcele ones ſelfe a ſinner , and to bee touched with 
the ſenſe of our miferie, is not alwayes repentance. And 
in the place fore-alledged, Aſar.11.28. he bids ſuchas are 
laden with finne; that is , ſuch as fecle the ſmart of finnes 
guilc preſſing the conſcience, euenthem he bids to learne 
humilitie : which ſheweth that a man may be- affe&ed 
with ſome ſenſe of finne, and yernot truly humbled in 
godly ſorrow, But that his deccit, in thinking hec hath 
godly ſorrow, may the better appeare , let vs briefly exa- 
mine it by the Properties of godly ſorrow, 

Firſt, Godly ſorrow reſpe&ts the ine more then the pu- 
niſhment , and maketh the repenting ſinner to bee of this 
minde, that hc cares not what outward puniſhment hee 
indures,fothat he might fcele the guilt of his finne waſhed 
out of his conſcience, and behold rhe louing coumenance 


of Godin Chrift. The voyce of godly ſorrow is that of 


Danid, T ake away the treſpaſſe of thy ſeraant. Iris the 
treſpaſſe he would haue taken away : or as for the P wni/b- 
ment, how he ſtood affeted; let his owne words after- 
ward witneſſe when he ſpeakes thus to God, /er thine 
hand be pon me and my Fathers houſe. Butit is onely the 
puniſhment either felt, or feared , that cauſfeth that how- 
ling and crying, which ſometimes is in the wicked Tem- 
porarie, as Eſan, Ahab, Indas , &c. The voyce of this 
baſe forrow, is that of Pharoah, Take away this plague, 
namely, of the outward ſcourge, not, Take away i hard 
heart, a greatcr plague then any: yea, then all the ten 


nl-ones, 


| 


Marth. 9. 

Hnd diſcouc- 
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plagues. Marke the difference berwixt Pharach ani 
D anid; the lanes griefe , whichis for the whip; and the 
ſonnes, which is for offending his kind and loving father. 
The one is the griefe of /oxe, the other of feare and 
hatred. 

Secondly, Godly ſorrowis laſting an1 durable, Aſy ſinne, 
faith Damid, « ener before me. Th:ir humiliation is a 
continuall a& , renewed daily; infomuch , that if chey 
ſometime through weakeneſſe omit it, they recompence it 
with an extraordinary meaſurc thercof afterward. The 
Prophet el{c-where complainerh, that his reares were as 
his ordinarie food, which if men omit one day, they cate 
the more for it thenexr, Burt the {orrow of theſe renpora- 
ries are aguesſ5 and comes onely by firs and farts. Yet 
hercinnotaguciſh, that Augues are conſtantan their fittes, 
and ſomeof them hold long, theſe torrowes are very vn- 
certaine and momentany. They may be ſometimes, as a 
graue Diuine ſpcakerh, Sermon-ſicke , bur no otherwiſc 
then men are Sea-ſizche, who are preſently well againe, 
when they come to a ſhoare. Here then is the decett of the 
Temporarie , that thinkes he hath ſorrowed enough , if 
that at any timc he feele any paxgs of theſc | , any 
qurlmes of griefe, any ſinall workings of ſorrow to dif- 
quiet him bur a little. Alike, as if one, feeling rhe fleſh to 
ſmart after the plaiſter newly applied to the | Arn , ſhould 
preſently rake offthe plaiſter , and thinke it had wrought 
enough; whcreas the plaiſter muſt lie on (till, rill it have 
catenourt the corruption wholly. And ſo muſt this corro- 
five of godly ſorrow, :pplyed once to the feſtered foarcs 
of our finnesftillremaine with vs , till they be throughly 
healed, rhat is, toour dying day; and then all reares, eucn | 
the teares of godly ſorrow it ſelfe, ſoall be wiped away, 
but not before, 

Thirdly, godly ſorrow , yea the very firſt ſeedes and 
preparations thereof, thoſe terrours and horrours that are 

in 
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in che conſciencesof the Ele&, they ill driue them to 

| God, andfirthem for the hand of God, tobewrought and 
framed thereby. As we may ſee inthem whom Perers Ser- 
mon pricked.Their wound made them ſeeke forphyſicke, | 
and drauc them to the Phiſitian, to the men and Miniſters 
of God. Now [#4 alſo his terrors of conſcicnce : ſo allo 
had Sax his. But whither did they drive them; The for- 
mer not to Chriſt, but to theenzmies of Chriſt, the high 
Prieſts, and the Diuell. to whom he went , when he went | 

to the halter, The latter alſo, not to prayer , not to God, | 

not to rhe menof God , but the Muſicke, tothe Harpe, | 

at the laſt, to the Witch of Zx4oy, to the Diuell. So they 

drave Carneto the building of Cities, thinking to deceiue | ©,n,,,, 
thoſe terrours by that imploymentof his minde. Thus al. | : 
wayes doththe Temporarie when Godſhootes his arrow | 

into the fide of his conſcience, flye from him: as a Dog | 

from him that ſt1iketh him with acudge!l, and ſeckes any | 

where rather for reliefe than at his hands : for ſuch is his | 

deſpaire, whereof he is ſwallowed vp, aud ſuch is his deſ- | 

perate malice and hatred agaiſt God in thiscaſc , thathce | 

cannot ſo much as whiſper the leaſt fillable tohim. Ir is 0- | 

therwiſe with the Ele& of God. Par! bring fearefully | Ag. 

woundcd and confounded in his minde, could yet then ſay | 

to that God that did all thit ynto him, Lord what wornl- 

deſt thon haue me to do? | 

Fourthly, godly ſorrow worketh Repentance, a change | , T9 rene vv; 

and alterationof heart, cauſing vs to hate ſinn:, and loue | z.Cor.3aro, * 

righreouſneſſe, And the reaſon is, for that in godly ſorrow 

the heart is moulten, and wholly liquificd and diffolucd, | 

aniſo being made ſoft and tender, reccinech the ſtamp 

and impreſſe of Gods Spirit. But in theſe 0.1r Temporaries | 

noſuch matter, They may other-while ſhed a few whoor1/> | 

teares, and hang downe the head like a bul-ruſs for 4 dey, 

withthoſe 7ewes: bur filthy ſwine that they are, after they 


hauc waſhed himſelues ( in the-waters , one would haue | 
thought 
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| 1-King-23-26. 


þ Gen,27.34-36. 


As 24-6.27+ 


Nu,14-39-49, 


Deut.1,40.41. | 


thought of Repexrance) they returne preſently to their 
wallowing inthe mire of their former filthincfle. eAbab 
falts and pincheth his carkaſe with ſacke=cloath , and goes 
creeping and crouching; but had hee euer trucly repented 
for oppreſſing of poore N aborh, would hce ſo ſoone after 
haue fallen into the ſame ſinne of oppreſſion , in the vn- 
iuſt impriſonment ofthe holy Prophet CAchael; where 
the circumſtance of the perſon oppreſſed, adderh weight 
tothe finne? If it had bcene true repentance, his hand 
would nor ftill haue remained &/oate , not his care vncer- 
cumciſed, to diſtaſte the wholeſome Prophe fics of faith- 
ful Michatah. Eſax,cuen in the middelt of his yelling, 
falſely accuſcth 7acob his brother for coſenage , ſecketh to 
hauca bleſſing ſeuercd from his brothers , aud carrieth a 
vindictiue minde againſt him , purpoſingto murther him, 
Yea Felix, when Eh with the maicltie of the word 
in Pa{s mouth, ſothat he trembled againe for feare, yet 
then cuen he remained the ſame couctous Felix that Þc- 

fore :at the very inſtant he trembled, hee coueted and ex- 
pected a bribe of Pa/, when he gaue Pax/ſome occaſion, 

ro expect repentance of him. Thus allo when Gods 

threatnings in the miniſterie of Moſes wrung reares out of 
the Iſraelites eyes, yet they could not wring rebeltion out 

ofthcir hearts : for being threatned to die in the wilder- 

nefle, for their thoughts of returning into e-£gypr, and 

therefore commanded not to go the next way to Canaan, 

but to go backe againc into the defarr, that ſo the denoun- 

ced ſentence might be executed; they ſeemed much to be 

moued herewith, and humbled themf{elues in weeping and | 
confeſſion of their ſinnes : but yet for all this, they would 
by no meanes be perſwaded to obey the commandement 
of not going on ſtraight forward toward Canaan. The 
like is ro be thought of /xdas hs griefe : for all thar, (till 
hee remained the fame old /#dzs that before. There was 
net any true hatred of his tinne wrought in his heart; for 
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then he could not haue added murther to murcher. Nay , 


if he had liued, he would haute beene ready to haue playcd 


ſome new pranke, Thus it is with all Temporaries. 


Though they ſhed riuers of teares, though they water 
their couches, and eucn bathe and ſoake themſelucs in this 
ſalt brine, yet for all this they remaine ynſeaſoned and vn- 
mortificd, Their Leopards ſpots till remaine vnwaſhen; 


In the EleR, 


their Blackmore. hide vachanged. But godly ſorrow is | 


of that nature, that the ſoule once drenched, and bap- 
tized with the tcares thereof, recciueth ſuch a rin&xre and 


dic of grace, that will neucr after out, There is no diſtilla- | 


tion of hearbes ſo precious for the curing of bodily, as this 
of godly ſorrowes, teares for the healing our ſoulcs infir- 
mities. The ayre isnot fo cleared , when the cloud is diſ- 
ſolued by rainc,as the minde, when the cloudes of our ini- 
quities are diffolued by the raine of repenting teares. Theſe 


| 


waters are the red Sca, wherein the whole armic of our | 


ſinnes is drowned. But for that theſe waters in the Tem-- 


porarze are but ſhallow , and want their inſt depch, there- | 


fore his ſhines are not cheaked, bur rather deliciouſly b4- 
thed therein, And ſo much for the temporary forrow. 

His defires arcno leſfe deceitfull, Deſire is reckoned by 
Paul among the fruits or parts of repentance. And in 
Temporaries there ſceme oft-times to bee good motions, 
diſpoſitions, and defire after good things. Theyin the Goſ- 
pell, —_— the excellent diſcourſe ofour Sxi2ur , cone 
ccrning the heauenly manna,cried outas afflicted therwith, 
Lord, enermore gine vs of this bread. And Agrippa was 
ſo farre wrought vpon by Pax, that he ſaid, Thox almoſt 
perſwadeſt me to become a (briſtian. Bur thele defires of 
the temporaric are not ſound : For, 

Firſt, true deſires are no faint defires, but ſuch as moke 
vs faint, they arc fo eager and earneſt; like the defires of 


couetous men ; who with Ahab , will beſicke for their | 


neighbours vineyard, they long for it ſo defirouſly : Arid 


thcre- 


| 


| 
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 Carans: therefore the Apoltle faich, Comer after ſpirituall things ; 
yea, likethe defire of Rahe/ after children, which made 

Plal.43-7, || herſay, Gize mechilaren,or [ die. Secitin Dauid : Like 

| as the Hart brayeth after the riners of water, {0 doth my 
Poal.143-7- ſoule after thee, O God. And againe, my /oule defireth af- 
ter thee like the thirftie ground. But our Temporaries de- 

fires are nothing ſo ſtrong : hce doth not as God com- 
Pſal,81,10» mands, open his mouth wide ; and cannot ſay with Daxid, 
PCal.119.20, | Ay heart breakgth for deſire to thy indgements , nor with 
Cantic.25.' | the Church 7am ſiche of loue ; nor as $yſera inhisnaturall 
thirſt, 7 diefor thirſt, gine me drinke : for this is thena- 
ture of ſtrong and ferucnt defires,to be fo impatient of de- 
Prou.13.22, | lay, that they commonly verifie Salomons Prouerbe, The 
hope that #s deferred,us thefainting of theſoule. Therefore 

| Mart,5-4,6- our Sauiourbleſſed indeed thoſe that hunger and thirſt for 
his righteouſtefſe, but yet ſuch as hunger and thirſt in 

mourning, Which was that he required before ynto bleſ- 
ſednefle. The blefſed defires then are onely thoſe which 
are ſo nw, that they make the deſirer to mourne, 
feeling his defire not to be tulfilled : but now our 7empo- 
7 arie, though hee deſire grace, yet heefeeleth not heartie 
oriefe in the want of grace, this neuer troubles him, it ne- 
ucr breakes his {leepe; Therefore his, defires arc not right. 
\ Lazinefſe, 2. True deſires of goodthings are excceding painefull 
and laborious, inauoyding all hinderances, and in vſing all 

good helpes and furtherances. Therefore our Sauiour 
compares them to the naturall defires of hanger and thirſt: 
Now hunger (as we lay) will breake therow a ſtone wall : 
it will us a maneat his owne fleſh, rather then to bee 
ſtarued ; And Daxids thirft made him venture the liues 
of his three worthies. In nature the concxps/7ib/e facultic 
is ſeconded with the ;ra/eib/e, our defire is backed with 
our anger ; ſo tnat being crofſedin our defires, our anger 
preſently is vp. in armes, and laboureth the remouall of 
that which croflerh : $o fire befides its /ighr, whereby it 


defireth, 
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defireth, as it were, the higheſt place, hath alſo hear, to 
conſume all obſtacles that withſtand his aſſent, Bat now 


our Temporaries defires arc nothing elſc bur idle, lazic, 
and lusking wiſhes, ſuch as the ſluggards, whereof Sa/s- 
monthus ſpeaketh. The deſire of the ſluggard flayeth him; 
for his hands refuſe to worke. And agoine, The ſluggard 
luſteth, but hath nought. Why? Becauſe the Lion in the 
way terrificth him ; the toyle of working skares him : he 
would faine haue meat, bur hce will not worke : and fo 
thoſe in the Golpell would faine haue the heauenly bread, 
Lord, enermore gine vs of this bread, butthey will not 
(as Chriſt tells them) take the paines to come vnto him by 
faich for it : for God hath appointed, that as in the natu- 
rall, ſo alſoin the ſpirituall life, I» che/wear of thy browes 
thou ſhalt line. Burt our ſluggiſh Temporarie will none of 
that ; he defiresand defires,bur till lies luskivg in his bed, 
gaping and (tretching himſelfe, like the doore that turnes 
ypon the hinges, but yet hangs ſtill vpon them, it comes 
not off for all the turnings ; ſo he, for all the turning of 
his heart in faint and weake defires, ſtill hangeth taſt ypon 
the hinges of his finnes, and cannor poſſibly come out of 
the power of iniquitic: ſeeing many rubs in the way of 
his defires, he hath no ſpirit or courage to goe about to re- 
moue them, to breake thorow the hoſt of the ſpirituall 
Philiſtimes, for the getting of the ſpirituall waters : Hee 
can wiſh with Balaam, O that my ſoule might die the 
death of the righteous ! But hee doth not alike defire the 
life of the righteous. If he defire vertue, yet not themeanes 
that ſhould bring him to it ; and thns dchring vertue, hee 
pines and periſhes in the want of it : Hels month it ſelfe, 
as one ſayes, i full of ſuch ſleight and ſlothfull wiſhes : 
Such as were his inthe Goſpcll, that hearing Chrifts hea- 
uculy diſcourſe, cried out, affeFed therewith, Bleſſed are 
they that eat bread in the K ingdome of God ; But, as our 
Saujour there ſhewes in his an{wer, they ſuffer cuerie light 
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' occafion of Farmes, Oxen, Wiues to detaine them. And 


' fo as the Temporaries defire is anzdle, lo alloit is adi/obe- 
' dient defire,that will not ſubmit ir {elfe ro Gods comman- 


2 — 


dement in the vic of the meauncs : bur the true belecuers 
defire is laboriors, and ſo darifull, fibieRting it ſelfe to 


| thevſcof the mcanes commanded, and as earneſtly defi- 


Pſal.11 9,5+ 


Pſal 119,20, 
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3-Ficklencile, 


Pſal6r.1 ©» 


Ole 6,1,4. 


ring thoſe meares, as the end it {elte, as Daxid, when ra» 
uiſhcd with the meditation of the good mans bleſledneſle, 
preſently conceiued this defire ; not, O thar I had this 
happineſſe! bur, O that I could vic the mcanes to bring 
me to this happineſſc ! © that my wayes were ſo diretted, 
that I might keepe thy ſtatutes : And againe, Hy hearr 
breaketh for deſire to thyiudgements. 

3. Truedefires are conſtant, as in Daxid, inthe words 
laſtmentioned, CMy heart breaketh for deſire to thy indge- 
ments alwayes : The reaſon is, becauſe true defires are in- 
fatiable. The good Chriſtian, though hee haue neuer ſo 
much grace,yct ſtill feeles his wants; and che morehe hath, 
the morc he defireth, and whcn theſe þprrirnall riches ins 
creaſe (contrarie to Damids prohibition in the remporall ) 
he/ers his heart wpon them : Andtherefore ſtill his ſoule 
imitatcth the horſe-leceches yoyce, that cry, Gize, gine : 
but the defires of the Temporarie, although ſometimes 
for the time they may ſceme violent, yet at length they 
vaniſh away as the morning deaw ; as God himſe!ſe cen- 
ſureth thoſe good affeions which ſcemed to bee in the 
Iſraelites. The motionsaud affections, which hee hath in 

ood things, are uot much valike to thoſe which the true 
leeuer hath ſometimes in euill : For as he in temptation 
ſometimes may be tickled, and feele ſome pricking inhis 
defires to the way of wickednefle, as once Dawid, when 
he began to entertaine thoſe thoughts, 7hawe waſhed my 
hands in innocencie in vaine : yet in concluſion hee qucn- 
ches theſe thoughts, and ſo mockes Satan, zo whom hee 
made fairc of comming to him, as Dax:d did, whenfor all 
his 


| 
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his b:ginning to yeeld, yet inthe end he came in with that 

but, or yet.: yet for all this I ſayd ere-while, = zs good, 
| &#c. To this our Temporarie, though otherwhile he may 
haue, as we 1.y, amoneths minde to godlinefſe, and with | 
Agrippa be halfe perſwaded to be a Chriſtian, yet the 
concluſion is, I will not lcaue my former courſe, and ſo | 
he mockes God, whom hee bore in hand, that hee would 
bccome his Diſciple, 


Canaan VIL 


Of the aecetts of the temporarie in the outward 
prattice of repentance. 


=S2 Auing thus detected the deceitfulneſſe of the 
temporaries repentance, in that which is snward, | 


I this Chapter ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing the deceft 


of that which is outward,both that which is in words, and 


in dceds : for the former, there are twoſpecialls, wherein 
the remporarie decciucth himſelfe; Confeſſion and Prayer, 
1. For Confeſſion, it cannot by denyed but that ir is a 
worthy ſeruice of a repcnting finner, or elſe God would 
neuer hauc promiſed ſo-great a reward toirt : If wee con- 
ſeſſe our ſinnes, hee us faithfull to forgine. Tob in rhelarge 
Catalogue of his good workes, wherewith hee checred 
himſclfe in that h:auie agonic, amongſt the reſt reckoneth 
the confeſſion of his finnes for one, If Thane hid my ſinne, 
as dideAdam, &c. And D anid having ſaid, Take away 
the treſpaſſe of thy ſeruant, to make good that ſpeech, and 
troproue himſclte Gods ſeruant, hee addeth; for 7 haze 
done fooliſhly; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby inti- 
mating, thaeit he deſerued not to becalled Gods fernant, 
in regardof his late finne, yer atleaſt, in regard of his latter 
2 ſeruice 


$3 
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tlohn 1,9. 


lob 31433- 


2 5am.24 19. 
cleered, 


34 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart: 


Pſal.31.4+ 


Pt ſoumium 
marrare vigt- 
lantks:fic peccata 
confiteri vere 
pexitentsz eft._ 


Auguſt. 
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1 Abroken 


2 Nor a bclcc- 
wng. 


Marke 1.15. 


3 Nor an ho- | 
neſt heart. | 


ſeruice of confeſſion: yea elſewhere when only a purpoſe 
of confeſſion conceiucd by him,Gods care was 1n his heart, 
bcfore his confeſſion was in his tongue ; / thought I would 
confeſſe my ſinne, and thou forganeſt me : for as onely the 
man wakened our of his dreame can tell his dreame, fo one- 
ly the man awakened out of his finnes by repentance, can 
truly confeſſe them. Wherefore, howlocuer temporaries, 
and ynregenerate men may make an outward confeſſion, 
as Saul, Indas, Pharaoh, and others did, yet the truth is, 
there is much guile in their confeſſions, 

x. True confeſſion muſt com?, as we ſee in the Publi- 
canc, ſrom a touched and troubled ſoule, from that bro- 
ken and bleeding heart of Daxid, from that melting and 
relenting heart of /oſiah : This is the Sacrifice which the 
Lord will not deſþsſe. But our remporarie knowes it nor, 
the paine of the wracke onely wrings the confeſſion from 
him, notthe mercie of chat ſweet God , whom hee hath 
offcnded : And therefore, as we ſee in Pharaoh, when he 
is off the wracke, he begins to fing another note, and to 
ynſay and call in, in a nranner, his confeſſion. 

2+.It muſt come alſo froma belceuing heart, laying 

. vO 
hold ypon mercie : As Day. 9.9. Yet compaſſion and for- 
gineneſſe ts with the Lord, albeit we hane rebelled a gainſt 
him. And Ezra 10. 2. We hae treſpaſſed, &c. yet now 
here ts hope in Iſrael concerning ths, namely, for the for - 
giuenefle of this finne, This the temporaric in his diſtreſſe 
cannot doe, /rdas could lay, 7h axe ſinned, but for his life 
he could not adde thoſe words of Dawid, Take away the 
ſinne of thy ſernant. Nay he could not fay that confeflion 
I haue ſinned, to God, -bur onely to the High Prielts ; "hs 
he was wholly ſwallowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance 
was a deſperate repentance, not tempered with faith, ſo as 
is the true repentance. And thrrefore our Saviour prea» 
ching repentance ſaith, Repent and beleene. 

3. Confecfſion muſt come from an honeſt heart, Purpo- 


ſing 
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fing not tofinne, that ſo with the confeſſion we may ioyne 
alſothe confuſion and ouerthrow of finne : Hee that con- 
feſſeth and forſaketh (thatis, hcethat in the veric a&of 
conteſting forſaketh) his ſinne, ſhall finde mercie. This was 
the confciſion of that good Shecamah, Ezra 10.2,3. Wee 
haue treſpaſſed, &c. Now therefore let vs make a come- 
nant with the Lord, to putt away all the wines. ' Buthow 
farreare the Temporarics from this, who when by confe(- 
fion they hauc ſeemed to diſgorge their ſtomackes, haue 

ir owne vomit againe? 
And fo farre are they from this purpoſe of not inning, that 
they are fully ſer ypon finne, in confeſſing ; as in thoſe | 
Iſraclites, that ſaid, Wee hane ſinned, wee will goe wp ; 
which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, Wee hawe 
ſinned, we will finne : for God in the former verſc had for- 


bidden them to goe'vp; yea, many of them preſumeto |. 


—_—— 


| ——_— 
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Prou.28.3,r3. 


| 


Deur.1-41, | 


Verſe 40. | 


finge, becauſe of their contefſion ; thinking byir ro beea- 
led, as the drunkard by his vomiting : Aud though ſome 
of them, in their good moods, and in ſome of their fits, 
may ſceme, 1when they humble themſelues in confeſſion, 
verily to purpoſe amendment, yettheſe arc no ſound; no 
ſcttled, no fincere and honeſt purpoſes, bur ſudden fla- | 
ſhings,conceiued by theirideceirfull hearts, rather to auoyd 
the judgements cither felt, or feared, then truly to pleaſe 
God; and thus, becauſe the heart is not rent, together 
with the garments, therefore neither is the finne rent, but 
rather ſowne faſter together by that rending of the gar- 
ment; and becauſe with that penitent Pablicane, they 
ioyne not the snward vniting of the heart with the oxt- | 
ward knocking of thebreaſt, _ nant this knocking doth 
not batter im peeces, but rather con/o/zdate -and more 
firmely compact finae togerher, | 
2. Poynt, whichthe mourh performes, is Prayer : nci- 
ther can it be denyed, bur that the Temporarie may pray, 
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| but I»#das did, together with his fellowes, all of them de- 


Gring Chrilt to inftrut them how to pray : neither onely 
may he doe this with others, bur alſo ſolitarily, apart by 
himſ.Ife, as it is ſaid, the Phariſie went vp to the Temple 
to pray, as well as the Publicane, both of them to their 
private prayers, the Templethen,in regard of ceremoniall 
 holincſle, being the place, as wellof priuate, as of publike 
prayer. It may ſeeme then our Temporarieis well : For it 
1s oncly rhe ſanctitying Spirit which tcacheth to pray, who 
therefore is filed the Spric of prayer, and the children of 
God arc vſually in Scriptures defcribed by this, that they 
' call upon the name of rhe Lord : But alas, his prayers are 
not true prayers, thcy are turned into finne : For, 

Fi R,though he may pray to ourthinking(and his owne 
| roo ſometime) veneferuently, yet 7-b ſayes, Willhe pray 
alway ? No, in more gricuous trials his heart and hopes 
 faiic him; his mouth is ſtopt, heeis Rrucke ſpeechleſſe, 
: withthe gueſt in the Parable,and hathnotſo much as one 


luxuriouſly in abundance of words inthe time of peace. 

2. Inprayer he ſeckes himſelfe, and not Gods glorie, 
| they care not ſo nuch for Gods favour as for their owne 
profit. Whereas the propertie of tre prayer is that ſet 
downe by Salomon, If my people, among whom nty name 
called vpon , ſhall humble themſelues, and pray, and 
| ſecke my face. Inpraycr, Godsface and fauour is ro bee 
foughraboue a!l other things: and therefore our Sautour 


| teacheth vs both to begin our prayers with defire of his 


gloric, Hallowed be thy name, and to. end them with gi- 
 u'ng glorie to him, Thine i the kingdome, ec. But the 
temporaric is not thus holily carried it his prayers with the 
reipeft of Gods gloric,with Afoſecand Paul,preferring'it 
ro his owne faluation, but with Se{fe-reſpeFs, and thoſe 
veric baſe; as may cafily appearoby theſe two things ; firſt, 
his prayers are more zealous and feruent with others,then 


alone 
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word to blcſſc himſelfe withall, who yet lauiſhed molt | 
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alone by himſelfe: whereas the vehemencie of a truc | let dolet ver? 
Chriſtian is then greateſt , when hee is ſhut vp in his | 9%ifnerefte 
cloſet , and hath God onely to bee witneſfle of it. | ©t- 
This ſhewes, that pride and vaine-glory ſway him,not any | 
true zcale to Gods glory : ſecondly , after prayer he _ 
no care to returne thankes; as in the pine Lepers , which 
cried, as lond as the tenth, Je/ws haze mercie, but returned 
not withthem to giue thankes for their health z which 
ſhewed, they ſought themſelues onely in their prayers, 
and nothing eſteemed the loue of Chriſt: thirdly,he makes | 3.Not dire-" 
prayer the end ofprayer; he prayes to pray, hereſts in his | Red againſt 
prayer, and dothnor in good tadneſſe vic his prayer as a his fines. 
meane to preuaile againlt his {innesz he prayes idlely and | 
lazily, and doth not, together with his lippes in praying, 
moue his hands, indeauouring for that he prayegaccordin | 
as Salomon direteth, coupling together prayer to God Pro.3-34. 
and our owne indeauor, [fthox call for knowledpe,and crie 
for underſtanding; if thou ſeeke ber as ſiluer and ſearchfor | 
| her as for treaſure. Loe , together with right crying and 
_ in prayer, there mult bee ſceking and ſearching in 
the vie of the meanes: elſe we do but mgcke God , and our | 
ſelues much more , if we pleaſe our ſelues inſuch prayers. 
And that which Salomon Rn of other idle talke , will 
be true of the yaine prattle of ſuch ſloathfull prayers; In all | | 
labour there is abundance , but the talke of the lippes onely 
bringeth want, We ſhall ſtill remaine poore nd! nd 
inſpirituall things, vnlefſe our hands beftirre them, and la- 
bour, together with our mouthes, vulefſe weriſe vp from 
our prayers, with a ſetled purpole to buckle our ſelues to Prat 
our bufineſſe. As Danid, after that he had prayed the Lord, i 
that his waycs might bee dircded to keepe Gods ſtatutes, | 
and had inforced this prayer by certaine arguments, he thus | y..c. ; 
ended it, 7 will keepe thy ſtatuts; whereas the temporarie 
belceuer fecles no ſuch fruitof prayer, but rather ſayes ſe- 
cretly ,, 1 will lic in my finnes Rill , againft which I have 
bo: G 4 prayed [ 
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| prayer too ſoone, deſirous rather to haue his luſt fatisfied, 
| then extinguiſhed. Such kinde of minds havethe vnrege-= 
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Mts cl rn ern oe — 


prayed, I will breake thy Ratutes, which I prayed I might 
keepe. much like to S.e AruFer, that before his concrfion 
prayed to God for chaſtitic and continencie, but yet was a= 


fraid, as he writes of himſelie, left God ſhould heare his 


nerate in their praycrs,ftil! they loue their fins, and would 
not for all their talke,leaue them by their good wills. And 
therefore do they ſo reſcryble him; the Fable , that when 


i 


his Cart ſtucke in the mire , called ypon hisgod for helpe, 
bur yetlay till, & would nor ftirrethe leaſt ofhis fingersto 
| helpe himſclfe;yea,an thoſe alforhar in their Sacrifices for 
| health did riotovily banquet againft health; for while they 
pray againſt, they play and ſport themfelues in their fins, 
Now, for that which is re.:// in the outward practiſe 


| of repentance, nawc!y, the reformation of life, the rempo- 


rarie alio may ſecme :o atraine hereunto: for inthe Goſpell 
the vxcleane ſpirit is faid to be caſt our of him, which is to 
be vaderſtood , in regard of outward reformation of his 
lite, in that he leaucth his former: ſcandalous courſes of 
drunkenneſle, vncleanenefle, ſwearing, lying, open con- 
tempt of holy things, &c. and confortmeth himſelfe to | . 
ſome more ſober and ciuill carriage. but yet this refarma- 
tion isdeccitfull , or clſc the vncleane ſpirit could not ſo 
cafily re-enter with ſeren worſe ſpirits than himſelfe into | 
the party thus reformed, fo that his Latter end ould be- | 
come worſe than his begirning. Now the deceit here is | 
this, that our temporay taketh his outwardabſtinence | 
. from ſinnefor true reformation ; which ynleſſe it procced | 
from the inward fo: ſaking'is naught worth, There muſt be ' 
abhorring of finne, as well as abſtaining; loathing as well | 
leaxing,inergc reformation. A theefe when he is manacled, 
| Calmot Reale , he abftaines ourwardly : and yer happily 

hath a theeuiſh minde ſtill : And a chained Lion, though 
he abſtaine from deuouring yer he hath his lioniſh nature 
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Rillhe hath not left that. Many leaue their finnes in like 

manner, being reftrained by feare, ſhame, and ſuch like 
reſpeAs. Their hearts (till delight, and ticklethem{clues in 
the thoughts of thoſe finnes. But true reformation of fin::e 
muſt proceed from the hatred of finne, and from the loue 
of Gods Law forbidding funne,, as Daxid did, 7 hage ye- 
frained (faith he)ſrom every enil{way ; bur why did he ſo? 
vpon what ground? to what end? That I might keepe thy 
Word, It was th:t loue of the Law which het, ad ſo pathc- 
tically a little before profeſſed : 0h how lone I thy Law! 
this was it that made him to refrainc from finne , his af- 
feiontoward the Word: and this was that he proporne- 
| dedro himfelfe, as inabſtaining from finne , in cifple ſing 
his owne corruption to pleaſe the Law , to obey the Lavw, 
The Wolfe (faith Arſtin) comes to the ſhecpe-foold, 
« with a purpoſe to kill and eate : But the ſhcepeheards 
* they watch, the dogges they barke, he can do nothing, 
* he takes away nothing, heekills nothing : Yer as hce 
* comes, ſo hc gocs away, a Wolfe. What , becaufe hec 

&« worricd, and tooke away no ſheep, thereforc ke was a 
« Wolte onely in his comming, and a ſhecpe in lits retur- 

&* nin2?No, the Wolfe comes furious , and returnes fearc- 

<« full, and yet a Wolfe as well in hs feare as in hi. furie, 

And ſo arc many as wicked in their fearefull abſt1ining 
f-om ſinne, as in their bold and furious commitrti'ig of 
ſianc. Some alſo are difabled by aye , and yet ir doth them 
good to remember their former wickednes, and to incou- 
' rage others to the ſame, If ba;e leauing of the outward act 

were enough, then theſe alſo were reformed. Others alſo 

ſarceaſe from ſome finne, becauſca contrary vice hath gor 

rulcand poſſeſſion ofthem; as when the prod:igall man be- | 
comes couetovs. Is here any true reformation of prodiga= 
litic > Others againe are interrupted inthe praftiſe of cone | 


way, as thoſe meſſengers did Saxl f.om purſuing Dauid. 
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As thus, amanis couctous , but yet ambition and yaine-| 
glory, being ſtronger, makes him leaue his baſecouetous | 
niggardize. Aman is giuento incontinencie ; but his pride 
and feare of diſhonour, carrying a greater ſway with him, 
bridle his luft. A man is a ly angry with his brother, 
but yet couctouſueſſe hath a greater hand ouer himthan 
anger ; therefore there is a gift in ſecret giuen him, 
hee is pacified, Here Couctouſneſſe controles , and 
checks, and reformes anger : Will you call this a rcforma- 
tion? No, this is, nothing, when one zyrant oucrcommeth 
another, but when the lawfull King ouercomes him ; not 
whenone corruption preuaileth againſt another, but when 
grace preuatlerh againſt it; when though there were no 0- 
ther reſtraint, yet ones one {anAified heart would reſtrame 
and cauſe one to ſay with 7o/eph How car I do this , and 
ſinne againſt God? otherwile to defiſt theoutward aQt, can 
yeeld bnt poore comfort, to affurc vs that we haue repen- 
ted. Daxid had left the finnes of Murther and Adultery 
for all that ſpace of time that was betwixt the murther of 
Vriah and Nathans comming to him, which was a yeere 
almoſt hedid not ſtill adde one murther to another, or one 
adultery to another; he did not all that while fall toit a- 
freſh; but yet for all that he repented not vntill Nathan 
came and rouzed him. Excellently Salomon B y the feare of 
the Lord men depart from exil:(hewing,that whereſocuer 
the true feare of God is wanting, there 13 no true departing 
from cuill , though the outward a of cuill be forborne 
Therefore when the godly are deſcribed by abſtaining 
from euill, with all the true ground of their abſayning is 
ſct downe : as Eccleſc 9.2. When the wicked man is ſet 
out to bea{wearer, the god'y man(by way of oppoſition ) 
is ſaid, not ſumply not to ſweare, but tofeare an oath : to 
hey that mio men may refraine ſ\ycaring, but not out 
of any feare of Gods commandement. This is proper one- 
ly to the godly :So Pro. 15.37, the.godly arc ſet out , not 
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; the hand, becauſe they hate them with their heart. 


Cuar VIIL 
Of the decenfulneſſe of the Temporaries obedience. 


1 


2 E hauc examined the two former grounds, 


; \ \&W nion of himſelfe to be thechild of God , and dif. 
coucred the deeeitfulnefle of them both ; name- 
; ly, bis Faith and Repentance : It remaineth that we ſhould 
do the like to histhird ground; namely, his obedience, and 
ſo difmifſe him. 

Obedience istwo-fold; 47iue,in doing that whichGod 
commandeth: *Paſſize,u ſuffering that which' God infli- 
Qeth.And the temporarie may ſceme to hauc both thele. 

Firſt, For Actiue , the Temporarte beiccuer may goe 
farrc. There is no outward good worke, which a rruc be- 
lceucr can do, but the Temporarie may do it alſo, and that 
in outward appearance with as great ſpirit and zcale as 
thetrue belecucr : as in [ehx, who did not onely execute 
Gods iudgements vpon Ahab, and his houſe , and de- 
ſtroyed Baal, and his Prictts, bur did this ( as others and 
himſelfe thought) with great zeale, and in the heate of 
godly indigmtion; fo that to the outward eye , little dif- 
erence berweene the ſpirit of /eh# in his reformation, an; 
of Torahin his. So Herod revereneed Jobn , anddid many 
things in obedicace to: his doctrine. So likewiſe did S:x/ 
reverence Sawzwel , ſhewing great humility in hiding 
himſclfe, when to bee King , and after hee was King, 
orcat zcale and courage in reuenging the caule 
0 
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fimply by their not receiving gifts, but by hating of 
gifts ;to ſhew, that therefore they -receive not with 
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n'# hue ſed «- 
lnd thi que- 
runk:? 
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of thoſe Iabeſh againſt Nahaſh , in fighting the battels of 
the Lord againſt thePhiliſtims,8 in deſtroying of Witches; 
reat mercy alſo,and moderation, in ſparing and forgiving 
thoſe wicked people that deſpiſed him , &c. Yet for all 
this , hiscud was fearefull, God rooke away his mercy from 
hims. And thereforc the obedience that ſeemeth to bee in 
this kind of men, is deceitfull : clſe God would nor, as hee 
threatueth by the Prophet, 4/ot it out”, who accordiny to 
Nehemiahs Prayer, wipes not out any of the good ſerui- 
ces of his children, 

Thar this deceitfulneſſe may the better appeare , let 
vs examine our Temporaries obedience by the notes of 
true obedience, which are ſpecially three, Sixceritie, Vni- 
uerſalitie, and a ſertled ( onftancie. | 

Firſt, Sinceritic,when all 6aſe,and by reſpes laid aſide, 
onely the conſcience of Gods Commandement, and the de- 
fire of his glory that ſwayes with vs. _— are they that 
keepe his teftumonies (faith the Prophet;) but becauſe there 
may be much guile in keeping, he addes, and ſeeke him, 
with their whole heart. The true keeping of the Teſtimo- 
nies is when we ſeeke God, and not our ſelues, in keeping; 
when, as [ereme ſayes, wee bee circumciſed to the Lord, 
that is, in reſpe& of Gods Commandement, and notthe 
Magiſtrates, as it is with too too many. Hence that phraſe 
which is ſo frequent with the Prophet, of ſeeking Gods 
( ommanadements, I am thine, ſane me : for I ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts. Which implyeth thus much, that all that wee are to 
ſecke in ourobedience, and the Precepts thcmſelues , the 
thing fpecially we are to ayme at,is obedience it ſelfe to the 
precepts : But Gods precepts may ſay to the Temporaries, 

yeceſceke not vs, but your ſelues : As Chriſt ſaid to ſome 
of them, yee /zeke me becauſe of the loanes. Some, Prog, 
1.28. are ſaid to ſeeke God, and yet of the ſame men it is 
ſaid inthenext verſe, that they hated the knowledge of 
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God : how can they be ſaid roſeckethat whichthey hate? 
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but that they ſought nor God ſincerely, but onely for their 
owne eaſc ſake, to be deliyered out of their trouble; and fo 
indeed they ſought nox God, bur themſelues : For all their 
obedicnce 15 cither ſlaſh or mercenary ; ſometimes it is 
the obcdience of the bond/laxe, ſomerimes of the hireling, 


alwaycs baſe, corrupted with ſome wry and wrong confi- | 


deration or other, Sometimes the feare of man workes 
it, as in E/as marrying no longer with the ({anaanites ; 
but with the poſteritie of '7/-zae/. Hoſes noteth the 
ground of it to haue beenethe conſideration of his Fathers 
diſtaſte of his (anaanitiſs wines, Sometimes againe the 
feare of Gods Indgements, as of the rackeof an accuſing 
Conſcicnce,of rhe torments of Hellfire , &c. this holdeth 
vs to it. But heere that which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh con- 
cerning Magiſtrates Lawes, that wee ought ro bee ſubicR; 
not onely for wrath, namely of the Magiſtrate, and the pu- 
niſhment which that wrath may inflict, but for Conſtience 
[cience ſake , is true much more in Gods Law , that wee 
ought to performe obcdience, not ſo much for wrath , no 
not for Gods owne wrath , and the puniſhment it will 
inflict, but though there were no Hell , yea , though 
there were no Heauen , of yery conſcience , becauſe 
the Loxy Gop hath commanded vs. Otherwhile 
againe the Temporarie obaycth ypon hope of ſome good 
that hereby may accrue yato him , as profit , prayſe, 
and ſuch like. And here that deprauartion of Satan hath his 
truth; DothTob ſerne God for nought ? Doth Saul loue 
God for nought? No, it is for a Kingdome. Doth lehu 
root out eAhabs race for nought? No, it is toconfirme 
himſelfe in the Kingdome. Doth hee deftroy Baal! for 
nought? No, it is for glory in the World , that hee may 
crake, and call vp good [onadab to applaud him and his 
zeale; Come and ſee what zeale I hane for the Lord. 


Thondeceiueſt thy ſclfe eh, it is for thy /2/fe : There- | 


fore God ſayes afterward by the Prophet; I will viſit the 
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bloud of lureel vpon the houſe of Ichu. Though ir were 
ſhed by Gods owne appointment, yct becaute /eh# obeyed 
not Gods Commandement, ſo much as his owne ambition 
and pride in the ſhedding thereof ; therefore God will nor 
puniſh it as diſobedience , nor reward it as obedience, So 
likewiſe, though God commanded the burnt Offerings, 
the new Moones, &c. yet hee asketh the lewes, Jho re- 
quired theſe things ? Becauſe it was not the conſcience of 
Gods Commandement that moued chem to performe thoſe 
ſeruices. And againe, Haze yee faſted to mee ? to Ae, 
faith the Lord, becaulc it was nor any true regardof Gods 
Word that cauled them to faſt. Obedience in the Word is 
comparcd to fruit,and the doing of good workes is called 
the bringing forth of fruit. Now fruit comes of ſe: : Seed 
muſt firſtbe receiucd of the ground, beforeit can yeeld vs 
any Corne. This ſeed is the Word; the Commandement 
of God : Fuſt, wce muſt receiuz this ſecd before wee can 
bring forth any fruit : firſt, we nuift heare the Word , and 
by Faithapply vnto, and vrge vpon our ſclues the Com- 
mandement, and then obey. Obedience without reſpe@t of 
Gods Word, is but wilde 04s ; it growes of it ſelte, there 
was nofecd ſowne to bring forth this fruit , aud therefore 
it isnot good. And ſuch isthe obedicnceof the Tempora- 
rie; he heares not the Word though it ſpeake to him ; nei- 
ther doth he doe what hee docs as tothe Word «the Word 
indeed requires of him that hce docs, but he does it not as 
hearing himlelfe requeſted by the Word, but rather by his 
owne corruption. 1f God had asked 7ehx concerning his 
deſtroying of eAhabs poſteritic, Baals Prieſts and wor- 
ſhip, who required this at his hands, hee might truly haue 
anſwered, vaine gloric, ambition, pride, policie. And here 
is the firſt dereRtion of rhe Temporaries obedience, 
Secondly, Note of truc obedience is vnixerſalitie. And 
thisneccſſarily ſpringeth from the former: for if obedience 
bee ſincere, that is, if 1t bee performed onely becauſe of 
Gods 
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Gods Commandement,it muſt needs be vuzerſall, ro one 
Commandement as well as to another: for there is the ſam? {| 
divine authoritie bindingthe conlcicnce in one as in ano- 
ther. And therefore truly it is ſaid, z/hatſoener is done for 


 ———————_—.4 


Gods cauſe is done equally , becaule the ſame God that qualiter fit, 
commands one precept, commands alſo the other. Hence | Author operis 
is that of Iames, He that breaketh one Commandement is | 'perfefls in 


guiltie of «ll; tor the Lawis wholly copwlatixe : So that, 
as where many friends are linked together inafſure bond 
of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, you offend all, all | 
the reſt-will intcreſt rhemſclues iu their friends quarrell;fo 
is it with the Commandements, they are {o kuit and chai- 
ned togerher, that when one is violated, all rhe reſt arerea- 
dic as it were totake its part,and to enter into Gods Court 
their ation of rreipaſſe againſt ys. Hence itwas,that when 

ſome of thelfraclites had broken the fourth Commande- | 

mentin going out to ſeeke CAſarnaon the Sabbath , God | 

challenged them for breaking of all his Commandements, | 

How longrefuſe yee to keepe my Commandements ? And | Exod,16,18, 
Ezechie/reckoning vp many abhominations, faſteneth the | 

imputation of all of them on him that had actually offen- | 

ded in one only. It isa remarkeable place , and thereforcT | 

will ſet downe the words at large. If hee beget a Somne  Ezech.18.10, 
that ts a Thiefe, or a ſhedder of bloud, if he doe| any one of | 11,23,13, 
theſe things though he do not al theſe things bntetther hath | 
eaten vp»nthe Monntaines,or defiled his Neighbours wife, 
or oppreſſed the poore, &c. Shall he line? He fhallnot lixe. 
Seeing he hath done| all theſs abhominations, \he frall die | 
the death. Here hee ſaith all; and yet before hee faidone 
onely, becauſe breake one, and breake all, keepe onerrucly 
and heartily , and keepe all. Whence it is that ſome one 
good action hath bleſſedneſſe aſcribed to it, as the making 
of peace, Matth.g. becauſe of this concatenation of the 
Commandements, and the yertues thercin commanded , | 
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that a man cannot keepe one, but hee muſt keepe the reſt; | 
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hee cannot haue one grace, but he muſt alſo haue another. 
For there is a double both keeping and breaking of the 
Commandements , habitwall and atuall. Habituall, in 
the preparation ; purpoſe , deſire nd diſpoſition of rhe 
heart : eAFxall , mthe outward deed. Now howlſocucr 
he that breakes one, breakes not all 2Zxally; yet breaking 
that one habitually , hee breakes them all habitually ; his 
heart ftands alike affeed to breake any of the rett, and 
whenſoeuer occaſion ſhall ſerue,he will breake theme. And 
howſocuer he that keepes one, keepes not all a&Zally; nay, 
he that keepes moſt breakes all a##a/ly ; yet he thar keeps 
one Commandement hab:itnally, that is, in the purpoſe and 
inclination of his heart , hee keepes them all in the ſame 
manner, his heart ſtands honeſtly diſpoſed to the keeping 
of thereſt, hemay ſay with 'Dazid, My heart is prepared. 
So that it may bee truly ſaid , the wicked doe breake cucn 
thoſe Commandements they keepe, that is, they breake m 
regard of thefitneſſe and preparation of their hearts, thoſe 
they kcepe ſometimes outwardly : And fo inthe ſame fort, 
the godly keepe thoſe Commandements which afually 
they breake. The beſt of Gods children are ofteri oucrtaken 
with diuers finnes, and with ſome one more then with an- 
other, and ſofaile more in the breach of ſome Commande-. 
ment then of another: yet ſtill they keepe that Comman- 
dement in regard of the bent and affcion of their hearts, 
they conſent with Pax! to the Law, cuen in that Com- 
mandement they moſt breake\that it is ho/y and good. Now 
when we fay true obcdience is catholike and wnixerſall, 
the keeping of all the Commandements, itis tobee ynder- 
Rood of Pig habituall obedience, when with D axid we 
looke towardes, or haxe reſpettto them all. Loethenthe 
deceit of the remporaries obedience. Thoughthey do many 
things , as Herod and Judas; yetthey liue inthe habiey- 

all breach of ſome one Commandement atleaſt. As Herod, | 
inthe habitnall breach of the ſeuenth Commandement,in 
his 
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his 5 nceſt : Tudas inthe habitualt breach of the eight, in 
his coxcrox/neſſe. Their hearts were ſer on thoſe finnes, and 
they drunkethemin as the Fiſh doth warer, They hated 
thoſe good Commandements of the Lord , that forbade 
thoſe {1ns, and could hauc wiſhed withalltheir hearts there 
had bin noſuch Commandements:which ſhewed, that cucn 
in thoſe Commandements they kept, as Herod in hearing 
Tobn, Indas,( briſt,their obedience was rotten & ynſound, 
and without all regard of Gods Commandement : for the 
ſame God that bade Herod reucrence 7ohns Minifterie in 
the ſecond Commandement, bade him alfo pofſefſc his veſ- 
{ell in holines and honoxr, in the ſeuemch. And if conſcience 
had made him loue the ſecond Commandement, ſurely it 
would nor Ict him haue hated the ſeuenth Commande- 
ment. So Idas,if he bad truly hated other finnes, becauſe 
they were finnes, he could not then have loued, & fo liued 
m couctouſneſſe, And if Gods feare had made Zehwpurt 
downe Baals worſhip, he would not then haue ftill retai- 
ned leroboams calues,the fame God forbidding both, Let 
the Temporarie then marke himſelfe well, and lie ſhal find 
that in ſame point or other he hath a diſþenſarorie conſci.. 
ence with Gods Word. 'And as Rogues vnder hedges, 
without the Magiſtrate, ſo he can make Licenſes to him- 


Wh his prophane contemprt of God is manifeſtly be. 
_— his obedience in road things = to 
be no obedience to God, but to man, or to himſclfe, or to 
that reſpeR, whatſoeuer it is, that drew ir forth. 

Thirdly , Note of true obedience is ſerled conflancie, 
when asthe Seriprute ſpeaketh, we watke inthe Comman- 
dements of the Lord; and" exercs/e our ſelues thercin; as 
the wicked are faid: to be exerciſed iu conetonſneſſe , in 
that they conſtantly'follow' it, as the Artificer doth his 
Trade: But indeed the Temporariedoth not walke in theſe 


ſelfe without Gods warrant, to continue in this or that fin. | 
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| rurnes to his courſe of godlinefſe, when through diftem- 


{ His Obedience is amore and paſſionate obedience; oonc 
4 forgot... It is like to Sawls fed 

| cuill ſpirit comes vpon him, then that Religion which be- 
{ forche ſecmed to make lo much of, ſhall bee runne through 
} with che ſpeare of grofic and wilfull diſobedience. He doth 


| heart 3 asthe true belccuers, 


bur onely like to the Thiete comes _— and croſſing 0+ 
ucr them. His obedzrexce is like the true Cluiſtians ds/obe- 
dience, which is not ſettled androoted, but _— a fit, 
The good Chriſtian quickly remembers himfeltc, and rc- 


per hee hath begunto Rray : and fo the Temporarie Chri- 
{tian as quickly rcturnes to his interrmtted wickedneflc, 
when ſometimes hce chances to ftxmble vpon Deuotion. 


ion to Daxid; when the 


not, neither can hc, c/caxe to the Lord with full purpoſe of | 


And ſo muchfor his a#:5ze obedience. Now for paſſine 
in ſuffering ; Wee would thinke it ſtrange, if che. 7 empo- 
r4riebelccucr might goc fo farre as to ſutfer for the truth: 
But it is a plaine caſe he may, - Did not Petey ſpeakein the 
name of all bis fcllowes, and fo of 7#das; when hee ſaid, | 
Maſter , wee haxe forſaken all and followed thee ? 
Did not Judas. leaue this Calling in the World, whats 


focuer it was, and did hee not negle& all othermeanes 
and pefſibilities of his liuclihood and 'cleaue 'onely to 
Chrift for three yecres ſpace , being partaker with bim 
in his ſufferings? So did Dewar and: eflexander with 
Paxl; and yet both afterward became fearefull Aps- 
fates, ihſomuch as eAlexander (of being perſecuted) rur- 
ned a Pcrſ{ccutor, and that of him, who before had turned | 
of a perſccuting Tew a perſecuted Chriſtian for Saint Paw! 
writcth of him, that by p«tting away « good confrience; he | 
had forpwracked the faith,that he had dont bins mach exil, 
that he withſtood bis preachmgFſore, that hee blaſphemed 
the eruth; and yer we ſhall finde in the As, thatitt Pas 
' cauſe hee was very necre vato Aſarrmrdome, when hee was | 


vio. | 
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| choſe raging — Nicholas the Deacon ioyned him. 
; ſelfero the perſecuted Church,and yer afterward became a 
| Ring-leaderand the head of a horriblc wickedneſſe : for of 
him were thoſe 2 zcholatranr, Saint 7ohn ſpeaketh of, fo 
| called. Thelike we may ſee in eAnazias and Saphiza,that 
| were content to ſcl[ their whole eſtate, and to giuc halfe of 
| it to the Church, & yer bur Hypocrites : yea,e Luſter thin- 
' keth,as we ſhewed before, that hypocrites may ſuffer Aſar- 
| yr dome. If it be obicRted,thar Chriſt ſayes,rhcſe 7empora- 
ries are offended and go back when perſecution commeth be- 
canſe of the Word, & therefore that they cannot go thus far 
as we ſay? I anſwer, that is to be ynderſtood of one kind of 
the Temporaries , namely, thoſe that ace noted out by the 
ſtony ground; and nor of the ſecond fort of Temporaries, 
which are repreſented to vs by the thorny ground ; for 
| the very riſe our Saujour vſeth in that Parable muſt 
| needes imply that as the ffonie ground went beyond 
| the highway, ſo the ehorny gocs beyond the ſtony ; which 
cannot bee otherwiſe then in this that the chor»y grounds 
fruit can well endure the hcate of the Sun , and is got peri- 
ſhed that way, as was the ſfoxy gronnds, but onely by her 
owne thornes. Of this ſort of Temporaries was Indas, eA- 
lexander, and the reſt abouc-named, in whom the good 
ſced was ouerthrowne,not by the DO, of Perſecu- 
tion, which in ſome meaſure they endured, but by the choa- 
king thornes of couetouſneſle, ambition, and ſuch like cor- 
rupt affetions. The 7emporarie belecuer then may pro- 
ceed thus farre,to ſuffer; but as yet Pax/telleth the Ga/a- 


— 
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| a good mind : for he that ſuffereth aright,muſt ſuffer in de- 

11a!l of himſelfe, and his ownecarnall affetions,according 

. toourSauiours diretions, giuen toall ſuch, whom he cal- 

; kethto be his Diſciples : If any mas, ſaith bee, willbee my 

,» Diſciple, he mu#t deny bimſecfe, and rake vp the croſſe.ltis 
2 


not 


thians, i vaine,becauſc he ſuffererhnot fincerely,and with | 


| vietoncly dragged forth , and caſt as a prey to the teethof 
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not cnough ſimply to take yp the croſſe, but firſt hee muſt 
deny himſelte,and ſo take vpthe crofſe.But the Temporary. 
ſeeks himſclfin taking vp the croſſe:they are hisown pon | 
ambitious,vain-glerious, couctous afteCtios that make hiuy 
{toope to take vp the croſſe. The fruit of the ehorny ground 
isable indeed ro-beare the heat of the Sunne,and is not con- 
ſumed therewith , as the /?oxy grounds : but what's the 
reaſon? Becauſe the thornes couering ir doe fence off the 
Sunne. 

And what's the reaton our thornic T emporarie is fo 
ready ſomtime to run hinuſelte into the bryers of perſecu- 
tion, but that the tho:ne of ſome wicked luſt or other is a 
ſparre in his fide > Marke the beſt of rhe Temporartes. in 
their ſufferings, and you ſhall ſce , that for all the thornes 


| of Perſceution, wherewith rhe Aduerfaries pricke them, 


they fill continue pricking their owne ſoules with the 
Thomes of Couectouſncfic , Pride , and Vaine-glorie, 
Theſe Thornes pricke them forward to the ſuffcring of the 
other Thornes ; as in /xdas, hee looked one day for a good 
day, hc hoped to haue no meane place in Chriſts temporall 
Kingdome, and withall in __ he felt the ſweet of car. 
rying the bagge. He carried the cyoſſeon his backe, that he 
might carry the &agge it his hands, The delight and com- 
fort hce tooke in licking his fingers after the receipt of the 
almes, made him willingly indure the little paite of his 
backe, The bag inthe hand, was a ſtaffcand prop to yphold 
his backe from finking vnder the burthen of the Crofle, 


The ſweetneſſe , not of Gods loxe ſhed into his heart, 
, but of »ancloxe ſhed into his hands, was that which al- 
layed the ſowrenefle of the Croſſe, So with others, the 
coole wind,not of Gods, but of mens prayſes, is that which 
refreſheth them in the ſcorching of this Sunne , and ma- 
kth them with ſome comfort beare the heate of the day. 
Though I gine my bodie to bee burned , ſaith Paul, 
| and haxe nor loue , « Thane nothing. Infinuating that men 


may | 
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may burne their bodies, as he burut Dianaes Temple , of 
ſelfe-louc, of loue, of glory and famein the World, and not 
of any true loue to God, or his Chuich. Let vs not then 
pleaſe our ſelues ouer-much, if we hauc ſuffered ſomething 
tor the truth, becauſe cnen in ſuffering the heart is decei:- 
full; but ſearch we ourowne hearts, and ſce whether, as 
the aduer/ſarie periecutes the new man in vs, ſo wee thence 
take occaſion to perſccute the o/d ras in our ſelucs : whe- 


ther wee turne the Sword , thruſt at ys tokill the life of 


Grace , to the opening of our Impoſtumes : whether, 
as it were by one Nayle driuing out another , wee vic 
the Thornes of Perſecution , as meanes and Mcdicines 
againlt the Thornes of Cometouſneſſe and worldlineſle, It 
is an ill igne, when wecan beare the Worlds yoke in Per- 
ſecntion, and yet at the ſame time, not endure Gods yoke 
in mortification. Againe, examine we the ground and end 
of our ſuffering, whether wee can truly ſay with Paxl and 
the P/almiſt, The lowe of Chriſt conſtraineth : For thy ſake 
wee are killed and ſuffer all things for the Elefts ſake : 


for as wee haue ſhewed Couctouſnefſe , Pride , and | 


Vaine glorie, ſetteth many on this worke. And, which 

is not all out ſo bad, happily others may be forced by the 

feare of Gods Iudgements threatned againſt them that de- 
ny the Truth : But then, as God ſaid onceto the Tewes in 

the matter of faſting, haxe yee faſted to mee ? ſo ere 

alſo may he ſay to vs inthe matter of ſuffering , baxe yee 

ſuffered for mee ? And when wee ſhall beginne to tell 
Chriſt of ſuch Kkinde of ſufferings, and toſay with Perer, 

wee haxe left all and followed thee, hee may twit vs with 

the ſame anſwere wherewithall hee then pinched 7adas, 
whom Peter included in the generalitie of his ſpeech, z/ho- 
ſoener ſhall forſake Houſes, Lands, &c. for my Names 
ſake , ſhall receine an hundred fold. But Indas, and fo all 
other Temporarte belecucrs, whatſoeucr they haue ſuffered 
for Chriſt , it hath not beenc for hs ſake, but for their 
H 3 owne ; 


| 


IOI 


— 
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owne ; therefore their ſufferings have beene deceirfull : 

and as they would haue deceiued (rſt by them , ſo af- 


ſuredly Chriſt ſhall deceiue them in diſappointing them of 
their hoped for reward. 


CHar, XT. 
Of the deceit of the heart in iudging our ſelues 


better then we are. 


3.Deceir, thar | F&AFFINd of the ſecond decezr of the heart , in iudging 
our good is 3/&\${ of our perions , ſomuch : The third followerh., 
bertcrthenit | ©/ WS And thatis, when we iudge our ſcluesto be bet= 
. RIVA: 4 : , . 

13 tcr then indeed wee are ; when our /ittle is 
thought a great deale , our Mite of Gracea Talent , our 
Hote a Beame , our Mole-hill a Mountaine, our 


ſmoking flaxe the ſtrong and blazing flame of ome 


mightic Bonefire; our ſmall —_ , the hcight of 


perfe&tion. Of this deceit the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, when ta- 
LCorz.18. | xing the prideof the Corinthians , whereby they thoughr 
themſclues wiſer then indeed they were , heethus writeth, 
Let no man deceme himſelfe : if any man among you ſeeme 
tobe wiſe, let himbecome a foole, cc. Shewing that here- 
in is the /e{fe-deceir , when wee arc bettcr conceited of 
our ſclues, rhentherc is cauſe, Herein our deceirfull hearts 
arelike tothoſe kinde of Glaſſes , which repreſent things 
many degrees greater then in:{ced they are. Thus the Co- 
rinthian Teachers looking vpon themſclues in this falſe 
Glaſſe, magnifiedthemſclues aboue Saint Pax! himſelfe, 
2,Corao.12. | whence was thatmodeſt reprehenſiou of the Apoſtle, ee 
1.Cor.4.8 dare not compare our ſelues with them, 2nd againe , yee are 
Mat-19.20, full, yee raigne, &c. This was the deceit of him that ſaid, 
eAll theſe have Thept from my mo and ſtill it is to bee 


found intoo too many:not only {uch as the old Perfei/ts, 
and 
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and now the Papiſts; but euen in the beſt of ys all, who 

through felfe-loue, areno lefſe affeRed to our owne Ura- 
ces, then parcuts to their owne children , whom they vic 
to account the faireſt of all others. Hence ariſe thoſe high 
thoughts, and ſtrong conceits of our owne cxcellencie, 
and ſufficicncie , cucn for the weightieſt matters. 7ames 
and 7obn no doubt had receiucd ſome meaſure of Grace, 
and ſpirituall ſtrengrh;bur yer their owne deceirfull hearts 
made them to ouerprize it, and boldly to tell Chriſt 


asking them, eAre you able to drinke of my cup, and tobe 

baptized with my baptiſme? Tea, we are able. Alas poore 

men, that could icarce endure to ſec Chriſt himſelfe drinke 

that cup, and therefore fled -_ when the cup was but 

comming towards them , how ſhould you be able then to 

drinke of it your ſelues? Thus Peters heart deceiucd him 

in like manner, when being but a owice , a freſh-water- 

ſouldier, hethought himſelte able to encounter thoſe ene- 

m'es that might iuftly haue danted the old trained and beſt 

exerciſed and expcrienced ſouldiers, Chriſt knowing the 

meaſure of his ſtrength better then himſelfe, rold him, 
Whether I go, now thou canſt not follow me, hereafter thou 

ſoalt : Bur Peters deceitfull heart , thinking ir ſelfe too 
much diſabled, anſwered , #/hy cannot 1 follow thee now? 
So true, is that, eucn in ſpirituall riches , which Salomon 
ſpeaketh of the earthly, There's poore which maketh him- 
ſ[elfe rich, Therefore excellently Daxid , not _ of 
this deceit, after he had proteſted concerning the ſound- 
neſſe and zeale of his hatred of Gods wickedenemies , Do 

I not hate them that hate thee?Tea Thate them with a per- 
fett hatred, addeth (as ſomething miſtruſting his owne 
heart ) Try me O God, proue me, namely , whether I de- 
ceiue not my ſelſeinthinking I haue more zeale , then in- 
dcede I haue : of the two deccits, it is the better and ſafer 
to vnder-yalue our ſelues; and with him that ſaid, 7 am not 
a man, I haue not the vnderitanding of a man in me, tO 


H 4 thinke 


Marth.20.22. 


Pros 13-7. 
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Pro.30.2. 
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| thinke our ſclues rather worſe then any whit better then 
| in truth we be. 


The wſe of the firft head of the heart« deceitfulneſſe, 
or an earneſt exhortation to try our ſelues, whe- 
ther wehane oner-taken the Temporare. 


$£5288r Itherto of the deccitfulneſſe of the heart in 
1: iudging of our perſons : It remaineth to 
ſpeake of the deceitfulneſſe iv iudging of our 
ations: but firſt we muſt conſider what yſe we arcto make 
of the former. 
2,Cor.13.5, The ſpecial vſc is that of the Apoſtle, 7rie your ſelnes,ex- 
amine your ſelues whether yeare in the faith or no:our harts 
would make vs bclecue that we were thus & thus; but the 
Scripture hath diſcouered our hearts vnto vs for noble im- 
poſtours & decciuers. Now, who is there that would eafily 
beleeue a knowne deceiuer?Nay ,as it fareth with ſuch that 
often decciue by ſpeaking fal{cly, that they cannot be cre- 
dited of vs when they ſpeake truly ; the like ſuſpition and 
ielouſie ſhould wee hauc theſe falſe hearts in, euen then 
when they giue in right indgement. 7 kyow nothing by 
my ſelfe, ſaith Paul, mine owne heart doth not condemne 
me, and yet I dare not to bee ouer-bold in bearing out my 
ſelfe vpon this iudgement : this ſentence of mine owne 
| heart will not iuſtite me , much deceit may bee hidden 
therein, God, thatis farre greater then our hearts, ſces 
that in them which they ſce not themſelues : Good reaſon 
haſt thou then, my brother, ro miſt-uſtthe iudgement of 
thine owne hcart , concerning thy ſelfe and thoſe ſo pe- 


remptoric ſentences which it cauſeth thy mouth to vtter, 
that 
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 ider we whether our owne hearts may not flatter ys,whe- 


' God; much more for vs to lay fo to the diuell himlelte, | 


that if there were but one man to bee ſaucd, thou art the 
man. O how many ſleepers are there, thatdreame this 
dreame of a [trong aſſurance of their ſaluation , that both 
live and die in this dreame, and ſo goe downe merrily into 
hell! where their paines ſhall be greater, by how much 
their expeRation of them , through the Jeceitfulneſſe 
of their- hearts, was the lefle. Is it not paine enough 
to bein hel), but they muſt needs increaſe the paine by this 
wicked and wilfull /z/fe-deceiuing ? Hauc wee then our 
cares in our heads,and marke we well the yoiceof theſe our 
hearts, when they ſuggelt ſecretly vnto vs; thou art in 
= caſe, the child of Gol, the beloued of God. Con- 
1 


—— 


m_ 


ther the Diuel may not delude ys, Relt we not in our owne 
hearts yoyce, neither accept wee thedeceirtullapplauſe 
thereof; bur as once /o/wah , ſceing the Angell, examined 
him. Art thox 0n our ſide ; or on our aduerſaries? ſo doc 
we, hearing theſe words, try them whence they are: for 
the Fare, faith Elihw, trieth words : as the outward | 1ob,z,. 
words of other mens -mouths, ſo rhe inward words of our 

owne hearts. Say then to theſe words , to this ſecret cry, 

whence art thou? Commelt thou from Gods ſpirit, or | 

from Sathan ? As we mult ery che ſpirits , in the outward | 1.lohn 4.1, 
words delivered by men, fo alſo in the ſecret thoughts 
of our heart, ſpecially the'e concerning our owne eftate 
to God-ward, whether they be the voyce of Gods Ypirir, 
or of the cuill ſpirit of errour and eluſfion. 7t was vile for 
thoſe clawing flatterers to ſay vnto a man, The woyce of 


loſh.5,13. 


emo = 
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AR, 2+22, 


And what do we e'ſe , when we apprehend and applaud | 
his mocking illuſions, andlying ſug zeſtions,as the Oracle | 
of God; and go away wirh them , as it God from heauen, 
had told him wee were his. Trie we then theſe foun ls, 
before wetrult them, and carefully examine rhe grounds 


which thy heart can ſhew to make good her ſo confident | 
aflurance, 
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aſſurance, Here eſpecially remember thoſe fearcfull de- 
ceits of the Temporarie; how like a true belceuer hee is, 
and, and yet none; how necre he comes to heauen doore, 
and yet enters not , how farre hee trauels in the way of 
Canaan,euen with thoſe 1/raelits,to K adeſbbarnea,with- 
inclcucn dayes journey of the land , and yet neuer ſecs it, 
neuer enioyes it, but is as farre off , as if he had fitten ſtill 
in Egypt, andneuer ſtirred foote out of doore. Conſider 
ſcriouſly with thy ſelfc how farre Pharoab , Sant , Tehw, 
eAfhab Indas, and others hauegone in humiliation, ſor- 
row, deſire, zeale, reformation, and yet for all this haue 
gone to their owne place. Dealc now vnpartially with 
thy ſelfe, and tell me whether thou doſt not come ſhort 
of many of theſe, who ncucr yethadlt the heart, yponthe 
threatning of the Word, to relent and humble thy ſelfe 
with Lhab, to confeſle thy finnes and defire the prayers 

of Gods children; with Pharaoh, to be affected with io 
in hearing the Word , and practiſe many things with 
Herod,to be zealous againſt finne with 7h, toloſe ſome 
part of thy goods with «Ananias , to forlake the world, 
andall thy hopes there, and to follow poore Chri#F with 
with [udas, Dema., and others, much lefſe to venture 
thy life with cLlexandey the copper-ſmith , in cleauing 
to thetruth? may ſuch as theſe be wicked reprobates, and 
yet wilt thou pleaſe thy ſelfe in a falſe conceit of thine 
owne happineſſe , who commelt farre further behinde 
them then they do behind truce Chriſtians ? For ynto 
one of this ranke, our Sauiour ſaith , Thox art not farre 
from the Kingdome of heaxen : but to thee it cannot bee 
{aidthat thou art not farre from Techs, Indas,Sanl, Nicho- 
las, Alexander, and other ſuch like temporaries; for they, 
ſome of them eſpecially, had many notable graces, fo that 
Nicholas was choſen Deacon by the Church , for that re- 
uerend reſpe& they had of his gifts: /#das was an Apoſtle, 
and could both pray and —_ with great zcale; m_—_ 
the 
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the common ſort of them may bee inwardly affeQed in 
prayer , conference , hearing the Word, fecle many good 
motions, taſte of the powers of the life ro come, fecle tome 
reliſh in the promiſes, tremble at the threatnings , reforme 
all ourward corruptiens of life , as wee haue alread 
ſhewed. And thou that makeſt thy ſelfe fo ſure of heauen 
art happily a deſpiſer of the Word and prayer , a ſenſeleſfe 
blockc, that neuer feelel? the leaſt glimple of any ſpiritual! 
motion, a muddy wordling, that canſt not raiſe vp thy 
ſpirit out of the mucke of the earth, into the heaucns , to 
conceiue any one purc or refined thought. Why then haſt 
not thou the wit thus to to thinke with thy ſelfe > What? 
thoſe that are Saints and Angels in regard of me, arc they 
yet deceiucd in iudging themſelues to be in ſtare of falua- 
tion? How profle then 15 my crrour, in being thus con- 
ccited of my ſelfe ? If ſome rhat Hhaue iourneyed in the 
wildernesto K ade/sbarnea,ſhall yet nzuer enter into Gods 
reſt, ſhall thoſe that neuer left Egypr? Is theſtony ground 
reprobate ground? and can the hzgh-way ground be good? 
As long then as thou art caſt behinde the remzporary thou 
art iiſerably deceiued , if thou thinkeſt well of thy ſelfe: 
So alſo art thou, though thou halt attained vnto him, vn- 
lefſe withail thou ourſtrip him, attaining to that which no 
Temporarie, as long as a Temporaric, either is or can bee. 
O thou wilt ſay what's that? A»/. I haue already ſhewed 
it inthe detetion of the particular deceits of the Tempo- 
rarie, yet thus much may be added. The chieſe difference 
our Sauiour inthe Parable maketh betwixt the beſt of the 
other grounds, andthe good is, this; that thoſe onely "g- 
nified by the good ground, had good and honeſt hearts: tor 
the ſtony and thorney hearers brought forth fruit, bur they 
w = 1s ſame goodand honeſt heart, and inſtead therof, 
had either a ſtony , or tho-ney : ſee then whar it is wherein 
the true Chriſtianexcellech the Temporarie , namely the 
good and the honeſt heart. Thc honeſty of the heart is - = 
, referre 


Wherein the 
true Chriſtian 
goes beyond 
the vnſound. 
Luke 8.15. 
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referred to the intents it hath in the doing of particular 
a&ions:ſo that is an honeſt heart which aimes at the right 
in that ſhe doth : the goodnes of the heart is to be referred 
to the inward a good qualities.So that a good heart 
is a heart which by regeneration is changed , cleanſed and 
purged of the former naughtines , and ſo indued with ano- 
ther kind ofnature and diſpoſition, whereby it haterh all. 
fin,and loueth, ſauourcth, and affcReth things _ 
Here then is that we mult narrowly examine our ſelues by, 
if we will not be decciued by our owne hearts in iudging, 
our ſelues to be Gods children, when we arenot. If any 
man (ſaith Paul) bein ( hriſt , he muit become anew crea- 
ture, He muſt hauethat ſame c/eane heart of the Prophet 
created in him, and that ſamersghr þ5rir rene xedin him, 
He multbe renewed in the verie1p'irit of his minde ; in the 
moſt inward and ſubtile parts of the ſoule, as it were the 
quinteſſence of it, And this happily may alſo be the mea- 
ning of the Apoſtle, praying for the Theſſalonians, that 
they might be /antified throughout in their ſoules, bodies, 
and ſpirits : by ſpirit ynderſtanding the ſame thing that in 
the other place to the Romanes, the beſt and choiſeſt of 
both the parts, both ſoule and body. Here is the maine 
defe&t of the temporarie. Though he may ſeeme to be re- 


newed in his minde, yetnot in the /pirir of his minde : to 


be ſanRified in foulc and body, yetnot in the /pirie and 
quinteſſenceof both. Hee reſerucs that for ſome finne or 
other, which is cloſely harbourcd and nouriſhed there. 
Like as the thornes haue as it werethe beſt ſpirits of the 
ground, and doe drinke vp the verie creame and flower 
thereof, ſo that the fruit comesto nothing, being robbed 
of its nouriſhment by the thornes. Not but that there may 
be and are many ſecret corruptions in the truely regene- 
rate : for euen the good ground may haue thornes : but 
yet theſe corruptions incroach not ypon the ſpirit of the 
ſoule; that's reſerued for the grace and ſpirit of God ; 


: theſe * 
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thele thornes get not the fat of the ſoyle, the good corne 
feeds on that, the thornes doe not grow vp together with, 
and ſo aſcend and climbe vp aboue, and ouet-top the good 
fruit ; nay, the good man _ the good hucband, and is 
cuer and anon cutting vp thole thornes, thereafter as hee 
feeles them: Theretore it is ſaid exccllently of the good 


ground, thatir bringerh forth fruit encrea/eng and 4/crn- 
ding ; which fecmes to be fpoken in oppoſition ro the rbo7- 


| 


ie ground, of which it was faid, that the thornes grew | —_— 
ova, 


x24 ayZapoy/a, 


vp and aſcended, namely, aboue the corne. But in the | 


good ground, though rhere may be thornes, yer the come | 


aſcends aboue the thornes, grace is ſupcriour- go corrup= 
tion, and keepes it ynder. | 


Let vs not then deceiue our (clues withthe temporarie, | 


for that we hauc ſomefeclings, ſome motions, ſome good 
affeQions of ioy, feare, fotrow, ortucilike, if there bec 
but any one thorne,- cither of concrouſhefſe, as/in [udar, 
D emas, Simon Magi ; or of vaine-gionic aud ambition, 
as in /ehx, eAgrippa : or of any other naughtie affection, 
it is enough to choake all grace, and ftarue all goodneflc ; 


ſo that, as 0urSauiour fpeakerlr, wee mult uceds becoine 
vnfruitfult. The Denill can bee content t0-let ys pray, 
preach, heare, and doe all theſe things with ſome feeling 
and affeRtiou, and hereupon to iudge our ſelues to be true 
Chriftians, zs longas his intereſt inour hearts continues, 
as long as he may haue fure hold of vs,by any one raigning 
finne : For right well hee doth know, whatfocuer good | 
we concciue of our ſclues, we doe bur decciue our ſclues; | 
we are ſtill, as it is fayd of Simon Magn, mmthe gall of 
bitterneſſe, and'in: the bond of iniquutse. Ie. tands vs in 
h3nd therefore throughly ro gage theſe deepe hearts,cucn 
to the bottome, and to cry with Danid,Tryme,O Lard, 

oue me, whether there be any way of wickgdzeſſe in me, 


If there be a.thorne in thy foot, thou cantt goc but hal- 


tingly : if any inordinatc luſt or deſire be ingrafted mg 
| thy 
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thy aFcRions., though with eLyr ppa thou -mayit bee 


| much moued with the preaching of tze Word, yer with 
| him,” thou art but an baltc and halting Chriftian, Doth 


the louc of worldly honour, pompe, praiſe, and profit pre- 
uaile in thee? then know (thou {pirituall adulterer, or 
adultereflc) that the lowe of the world is ewmutie with God, 
and that 5» whom the loxe of thi world us, in him dwelleth 
not the loxe of the Father. Ncucr then bleſle thy ſoule in 
any of thy good defires, or affeftions. Hew canſt tho be- 
leexe when thou ſeekeF#t ploric of man, and not of God? 
ſaith our Sa#40u7 : neuer tell me that thou burnelt in holy 
feelings, as long as thou burneft no otherwile then the 


| buſh, which burned, but conſumed not : as long as the in- | 


ward corruption of thy heart remaines vnwalted, for all 
theſe burnixps, thou mayelt barre in hell for ever, Reſt 
not then in'z[ypdeceiucable Teclings and flathings of ioy. 
Though theſe thy'feelings, defires, aud-motions be good, 
and comenotalwayes from Satanicallillufion,bur other= 
while from the Spiritiof GoJ, as the Scripture plainely 


| teacherh, yet they are not ſufficient, Iris well indeed that 


thou art come further thenthe common ſort of the world, 
who know not whar theſe feelings meane, that being the 
ſonie, or thommic ground, thou art necrer tothe nature of 


the good ground then the high-way ground, but what? 


becauſe thou artcomethus farre in the way, wilt thou goe 
no further ?-Doeſt thow rherecfore thinke thy ſelfe well 
enough? No ; as our Saujour fayd to the-young man ſo 
ſay T to thee; One thing is yet wanting : this ſame good 
and mortified heart. Therelyes in thee ſome leauen of hy- 
pocriſie;that muſtneeds be purged out ;-{ame root of bit- 
terheſle, rhat muſt needs be weeded vp; ſome thornes of 
couctouſneſſe, pride, vaine-gloric, that myſtneeds bee cur 
dorne. Loe, my brother, :thou art come out of «A pype, 
thou haſt gone-#preat way in the wilderneſſe, thou art not 
now fatre from<Candern, thou art come encn to the veric 

- next 
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next borders; two or three firides more would ſer thee" in 
the-land it ſclfe : Wile chod now fooliſhly mocke thy 
ſelfe, tothinkethy ſelfe in {avaan, 'becaute thou art on 
Mount Nebo, within Gght of ir, and-ſo goe ho fiirther ? 
| Wilt thou thus lofe — other hbour and travaile? haſt 
thou done ſo many things 3 /affera# ſo many things wn 
Foaine ? eras Ah pteached, he beep 


this while for no other end but ito gue to hell rogerher 
with them? Oh rake alirtle paines more ; thou-thaft rra- 
ny godly: graces, and CE thee to ſhineas 2 yeodly 
and beaurifull Temple of rhe Hely Ghoſt ; ' Ondly one 
thing is wanting ; there is ſome crrout in the foundation ; 
I doubt me, it is ſandie,thou muſt needs dipge a little dee- 
per : geta little more humilitie-of ſpirit, ahdgruth; 1d 
puritie of heart, or elſo when a torric comes, «ll thpother 
| }abour about the building will be loft. 'T'am the more ear! 
neſt in this exhortation, becauſeof thoſe fearefull ſhip- 
wrackes, which many ſhips, richly laden with many pre- 
cious jewels of Grace, haucſuffcred in all ages, 'vporrthis 
' rockeof awcilill and vnrenewed heart, ' O'thentake heed 
of it, asthe veric bane and poyſonof all grace; 'andFo'rlie 
onely cauſe ofthoſe many deceits of the temiporaric belee= 
 uers, Enter thereforc into thoſe datke cloſets of thy heart, 


takexhe'fipbr of the Word in the one hand ahthe rd 
- 4% Y 


of the Spizit in the' other 1/ahd. wheforter &-of 


| but one, and thoudeftroyett thy ſclfe 1: Whatſocuer be the 
| ourwart flouriſhing ſhewof chygrddes,if (dinefinie ys 
covered: vndet they at. the core, wwwill -poyſon and rot 
| them.' Ot how much berter to haue grace lye inthe hear, 
conered vnder many corruptions, as it doth oftert in the 
; regenerate ? for, when corruption lies at'the hearx, coue- 
red ynder many outward graces, thenir eats vp. and de- 


UOUrTes 


F 


_— 


coriferred, faſted, and ſuffered the-raunts of the wicked all | 


Amalakgte; thar light ſhalt diſcover, kill#par /with | 
$axl, make hauockeof all, an vniverfalliefiruQion; fate | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


ET 


uoures the nourrſbment which grace ſhould receive from 
the heart, andſoour graces become /eare Pre and 


in time the thornes that at firſt lye bid, ſprout forth, and 
ouer-growthe corne, audſo vahappily daſh thoſe hopetull 
beginnings, which-decmed/10 promilc a verie large and 
ample harucſt, Cortrarily, though amnan hauc many cor- 
ruptions, and yet truth graec lycſceretly in the heart, ir * 
will by little and little cat our all thoſe corruptions. We 
ſee then what irt-is wee -mult ſpecially labour for, if wee 
would be freed from that deceit of heart, wherewith the 
Temporaricis beguiled, with whom the Dcuill playeth,as 
the Cat doth with the Mouſe; He lets them in-ſome fort 
goe out of his hands, in that he giueth them leauc to doe 
many things,anddoth not hinder them in their ioy andala- 
criticof ſpirit, or feruencic of zealc, in which regard he is 
ſaydzo becaſt out in the Goſpell ; but yer as the Cat will 
haue the Mouſe Qill within hct reach, thatif ſhee offer to 
runaway ſhe may preſeucly nn her; cuenſo doth 
the Dcuill here : he is ſure to haue thee within the reach 
of his paw, as long asthy heart within is polluted with the 
loue of any one {unne. : ſee then if thou cnt deceive this 
roaring Lyon, thus ſporting with thee (as ſometimes wee 
{ce the poore Mouſe doth the Cat) wholly eſcaping from 
him, 'by thruſting out that one faane, that (till poſleſſerh 
and flee #hy.heatt, and in Readthereof curertaining the 
Word. and. Spirit of God.'. Till thow doeſt this, thou art 
but in a danmable'caſc,whatſociier thy Rattering heart tel$ 
thee : Thou muſt with D axid refraine from exerie ewill 
way, booms thou.can be the trucchilde of God,a true kee- 
per of his, Word, Hbaxe refrained my: feet (thatis, 

affetzons ) from exerve enill ma 13, =_— =.4 
and delight thereof, char 7 might keepe thy Ward : And 
Lames tels thee, that onely that oue ſane of an yngouer- 
ned tongue, is ſufficiert ta diſcouer the falſeneſſe of thy 
religion, what euer bethy profeſſion. ;. 1 7..1r+ - 
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Of the deceit of the heart, in gining direftions 
for onr Attions, 


TEE wc thus ſpokenof the firſt part of decei:ful- 


nefle of mans heart in judging, namely, in iudg- 

ing of peſos; now wee come tothe lecond, in 
wdging of afions. Andthisis two-fold, in fore-indging, 
in after-indging. Thc iudgement of aduice, and direttion 
for the doing; and the judgement of cenſure, and ſorc= 
times correttion after the doing of the ations, 

The deceits ofthe former kinde arc almoſt infinite. The 
booke would ſwell roo much, and I ſhould but wearie my 
feltc and the Reader, largely to proſecute them all : Onely 
I will poynt at ſome of the chicfelt heads. Thele deccirs 
therciore, for direfion, arccither in regard of the rules 
for the goucrnment of our att;ons, or of the alFsors thetn- 
ſelues. 

For the r«/es, our deccirfull hearts preſcribe ſpecially 
three deceirfull rules, ro ſquare our ations by. Firlt, the 
light of natural wiſdome, which being ſo much degenz. 
rated from that at the firſt creation, and of a cleare ſhi- 
aing lampe, become a ſinking ſnuffe, who ſeeth not that 
this light is plaine darkneſle it ſclfe > The wiſdome of the 
fleſh is enmireeto God. Secondly, the cuſtome of the temes, 
an4 examples of th? multitude : As though the way of 
manners were like the way to-great Market-townes,to be 
knowne by the multitude of foor-ſteps, trampling and 
beating vpon it ? Or as though mcn ſhould bce as filly as 
ſheepe, tofollow whither-ſocucr their companions leae 
chem ? For ſurcly how many things ars there done which 
would arguethe doers,cither eeps/oly ſample, orragingly 
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The deceirfulneſſe of Mans Heart: 


leſſe the Law had ſayd , Thou fpalt not luſt ; Bur the 
grofſcneſſe of this deceit may eakily appeare: for what 
reaſon is there, that the agthor of treaſon ſhould be puni 
ſhed,and the fir it plotter and comtrizer ſhould { Now 
the firſt beginai njctiageteay lane, in the 
[ thoughts of the heart : And if Kings will have theie fer- 
vans in their accounts, anſwer cuen for pence, why 

| not God call ys to a reckoning , cucn for our Calle 
debts? Andifmen puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they 
ſee and know them, why then ſhould not God puniſh our 


| ad 


| thoughts, which he knowes farre better then any man can 
doe our outward ations ? We muſt therefore make con- 


ſcience 


— —_—— 


114 
Non dubitaret 0x4, if rhey did them alone, or with few companions? 
ſurere fi cum ——_ abs multitude of their companions in mad- 
paxcioribes fu- | eſſe, is theonely proofe they haue to proue themſclues 
reremt ; ®We | intheir right mindes. Thirdly, our owne intention and 
aim of aſe. | meaning, that if it bee good, then ſois the adtion alſo, 
nitatem turba. | which the Scripture refuteth by the cxample of Y/z2.ab. 
Sen. Theſe are crooked rules, and blinde guides, which blin- 
| 3- Ourowne | ded and deceiued hearts chuſe to themſclues. Burt here 
pros a that of Salomon is true, There u a way that ſtemeth pood 
2 Sam.6,7. : J bd 
Prou.16 25. po a __- owne eyes, but the iſſues thereof are the wayes of 
| ” AeAtD. 
2 For the Ati- | The deceit of the heart in judging of the ations them. 
ru them- ſelues, is either againlt the whole Law i» genera/l, or in 
—_—_ ſpeciallagainſt either Table: All whichtoname were end-= | 
; . We will onely cull out ſome of the principall. 
 r. Againſt the Firſt, againſtthe whole Law, I obſcrue tbree more ſpe- 
whole Law. | cjall deccits. ; 
1. Thoughts Firſt, that thoughts are free, that we ſhall not bee ac- 
are free, countable to God for them. Pax bimſclfe, though alcar- 
ved Phariſee , yet was thus deceived in indging of 
thoughts, not couſcnted to, which are forbidden in the | 
tenth Conmandement : / had wot knowne (faith hee of 
| Rom9e7. himſelſe,in bis Pharsſas/me) that luft had beene oune, vn- 
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q 
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ſtience of rhe idle rouings of our braincs ; our verie 
hrsand imaginations muſt Roope, and doe homage 
to God, who hath required of ys to be loued with 44/ owr 
thoughts, and bidderh ys rreneble eucn ar che yerie firſt ri- 
ſing of euill thoughts and motions in our hearts, and finne 
or. But alas, many doe inuert theſentence, andin this 
kinde verie boldly func, and tremble nor. 

Secondly, that wards are but winde : Yea, but they are 
ſucha winde, as ſhall blow thee violently into hell, and 
ſhall bee che bellowes to kindle, yea, the full eo feed the 
flam:s of that vnquenchable fire: For by thy words thou 
ſhalt be inflified, and by thy words thox ſhalt bet condens- 
ed, and foreuerie idle word mult thougiue account to 
God at the laſt day, vnlefſe Chriſt haue giuen account for 
it before. What a dotage is this, to thinke that our 
Tongue, 97 glorie,may be made our ſhame ; our grearcſt 
ornament, our fouleſt deformitie; ourbeſt, and yer with= 
all one of -our teaft members, awor!d of wickedneſſe ? 

Thirdly, that the 9#tward workes of the Law are ſtffi- | 
cient. Thar in the firft table, ic is enough to- come to 
Church,and to mumbtle ouer a few prayers mones bed, 8c. + 
In the ſecond enough to live quietly, and pay eucrie man 
his owne,and not to breake out ivto ſcandals. This deceir 
poſſeſſed the Pharifies, whoin their interpreration of the 
Law, reftrained rhe prohibitions of wwrther and adulterie 
ro outward groſſe murther and adulterie, So their Ph5- 
lafteries wete not ſo broad, bur theirexpoſitions of the 
Law were asnarow, In the ſame crrour was hee, that 
hearing the Comumandements of the ſecond Table rehear- 
fed to him by our Sawioxr, anſwered, eAl theſe hane 7 


euerie Commandement is ſpirituall, and bindesthe heart 
as well as the hand. 
Againſt the firſt 7 ab7e theſe deceits : 


The deceirfulneſſe of Mens Heart, | 


kept from my youth : bur wee muſt know that the Law in | 


Furſt, that the workes of the firft Tableare inferiour ro 
. I 2 _—_— 


Luke10.19, 


Plal 4 4. 


2. Words are 
winde. 


Mat. 37,39 


Matr.19.20. 
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" The deetirfulneſſe of Mans Heare. 


theſecond. Hence is that opinion, that it is caſier to loue 


God then- our ncighbour : Henice alſo it is, that there 1s 
often ſcuerer diſcipline againft -drunkenneſle, theit, bla- 
ſpheming of men, then againſt prophanation of the 
Sabbarh, blaſphemous oat hes,and other ſuch ljke,as great 
breachcs of the firſt Table, as the named finnes arc of the 
ſecond; Whereas yet the firſt and great Commandement 
is, Thou ſoalt lone the Lord thy God. Secondly, that God 
may be worſhipped according to our owne deviſe, with- 
out the warrant of hisowne Word. Hence that Athesſti- 
call omni-religion, and that opinionthat all religions doe 
well, aman may be ſauedin any : Hence thoſe ſwarmes 
of witt-workes, and worſhips, whichnaturally wee pre- 
ferre . before thofe commanded by God. But ſhall the 
King ſet downe himlelfe the rule of his owne honour to 
be performed by his ſubiefts,and not leaue it free to eucrie 
Countrey Clowne to doeas they liſt : and ſhall wee, farre 
more vmable toſcrdowne any faſhions for Gods Religion, 
then the rudeft rufticke for a Kings ciuill worſhip ;: fhall 
we, I ſay, take ypon vs to determine ought of our ſelues, 
_ in Gods worſhip ? Men haue thought it a diſparagement 


to them, when their ſeruants being commanded to- doe 


ſomething, haue doneotkerwiſe ; not yer in contempt, but 
on: did fee thatother way which they > to 
be berter for their matters purpoſe, then that which was 
commanded them. Craſſus cauſed his Maſon to be whip- 
ped, for that being commanded to ſend him the greater 
maſt, he ſent him the lefſe, onely becauſe he knew it to-be 
fitter for the turne whereto he would vſe it. Doe men thus 
ſtand ypon it ?. fooliſs men, will they hauc their owne 
waycs followed, without giuing place tdthe better cour- 
ſes of theirinferiours ; and can God, whole fooliſoneſſe is 
wiſe: then onr beſt wiſdome, can he take it well, that our 
foll y ſhould thus take head to it ſelfe,preſuming to.checke 
and correR his wiſtome ? 
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The deceitfalneſſe of Many Heare. ? 


Againſt the trond Table there are all many deccits ; 


The ſecond, | 


as,\ Thar everic natrmiay bee for himſclfe, and make the 
molt of his owne; and doe with his owne #5 he lift ; that - 
the ofic5ons and ſporting lic is nothing, whereas, Galar. 
x. 10-we moftnor ſpeake truth ro pleaſe men, much leſſe 
then lie ? that it is the figye of a baſe minde to pur yp an 
| inhuric; which yetthe riprure termeth out $iorie, and | Prouyg-1z+ + , 
{ an hundredfuch Hike, Bur tne thinkes itis viiſauourie ra- 
{ king in the dunghill, vs therefore leaue this point, and 
| comets the hicarts 1 tof ations after they bee | 
done; andſee how thar alfo is deceitfull. 
tA Ci ar, XII 
. The deceitfull indgement of the heart tn cenſuriny our 
| atlions already dane, aud more ſpecially the j 
: of ſhifts ut ſeth for excufing of | | 
uo, . 1132) finfull attions. 
Ow it is deceitfull, not onely in the ſentence it | , 1, cenſures 
| paſſerh exslt attions, bur alſo vpon ood. | of 
Firſt, for good ations, two waycs : fiſt, by | x Geod, | 
et 4 ;, candcmning the mnoceat, and accufing vs for 1 Condem- 
themgas if we had ſinned; 25 when an eAnabaptiits con- | Bing: 
ſcience accuſerth him for ſwearing before a lawful Magi- 
ftrate, lawfull ing it ; when a Papiſts for eating an |. 
| egge inLent: {condly, ſerting the good we haue done 2 Cnnyciibg 
at ſo higha rate, making a great deale of nothing. = _—_ 
Secondly, for cuill ations, the judgement of our hearts | x Euill, by 
is deceiefultrwo wayes. - 
Firſt, in juſtifying the guilrie, acquiring vs for them, | r Iuſtifying 
25 if wee had done wedlly 28 thoſe our Saviour ſpeaketh * them, 
of, that ſhould iudge of the murther of the _—_—_—_ E” —_ 
I'; got 
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YA be deceirfulne(ſe of | Mans Heart: 


good ſervice, performed to Gods And this decgit-is the 
ſtronger,if che fiane be happie inſycegdle. Then vile wicked 
neſſc ſhall be graced with the name of vertue it ſelfe, Dgo- 
#i/ius afccr his ſpoyle of an Iaols Temple, finding the 
winds fauourable in his Nauigation; loefaid he, how the 
Gods approue- of Szcriledge. Hee þlefled hinyelfe; inhis 
ſuppoſed Sacrilege , becauſe of the good ſucceſle chat en- 
ſucd. This was likcly alſo to be /eroboams deccit , that his 
Calues were not ſo. cuill, when hewſaw howthe Pro 


©. 


Lion. This alſo was thedeccjt of thoſe wines in /eremie, 
thatiuſtified their Idolatrous incenfing to the Qyeeneof 


Heaxen , by the plentic 2ndpcace t inregard 
of that Caroreſe which followed the leatling of that Ido. 
latry. Like as' many of ,the Iſraelites, when they were 
brought into the Deſarr, where was Want of all thipgs, is 


as now many, blinded with the ſame deccit, preferrePo- 
pery inthe "6 reſpc&t, before the Gofpell. But for the | 
delivering of our ſclues from irhis deceit, wee muſt 
know , c wee muſt iudge of the goodnefle of | 
ſacceſſe,, 'by the goodneſſe of the - 41on , nat cen | 
ly of the goodneſſe of the Fi#on, 'by the gpodue 
of the ſucceſſe. (ef 11® OR 
Neither is this deceit of iudging- our- firmefull. aQjops 
lawfyll and good , .proper onely: tothe blinde'Werld- 
lings, but incident alſo totheſe that haue ſome knowled 
| and ſence of Religion, yea, oftento the truly godly them- * 
ſelues. D amid cryes out , Who knoweth the errour of his 
wayes? How many fecrer finnes haue the beſt, which they 
arc ſo forrefrom accounting ſannes, / tharthey beare them- 
ſelucs out in them, as iuft and warrantable? Of this kind 
was the Poligamie of the Patrinrchs, whole liuing and 


{ 


| dying in that Fane, withourſpecialtrepentancefor ie, is to 


regardof that which was in Egypr, they preferred Egypt; | 


y_ 


bee impuredrothis deccitfulnefſe of heart wee now ſpeake 4 
: of, 
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The deceirfulneſſt of Mans, Hearr, 


generall ſway of the tines, But this deceit is farre more 
gricuous in ſome, who being fomcrhing hke true Chriſti- 
ans, (hut indeed-arenot)-arc often fouly ilhided by 'Saray, | 
So that as once Zofephitooke rhe concopriow of the 'Holy 


| off And fo nodoubris till with'ys, that'many finnes goe | 
carrant'with vs, withoutthelcaltchecke; invegard of the | 


Ghot, to beranadulrerous ſced ; ſo theſe men, contrarily, 
rake adutrerous conceprions, that is , ſome thoughts and 
affections which ſpring'from pride and yaine glory, -to bee | 


' ſpirirual{ concepeions of the Holy Gho#F, amd to come from 
| Zedle/and Pirie +a 'as' once Err and theſe mickers, 


eAtts 4. > mm rrue worke of the Fpirir to drunken- 
neſſe, ſothele, through the-deccitfulneſſe of their hearts, 
father ypon thie Spirit  cervaine motions and aQions , thar 


giddineſſe of intoxicate@mides, | | 

: 7 The ſecond- thing wherein the iudgementof the heart- 
touching our fintiesſhewos/ibis decertfulhefſe, is this; That 
if the aion be ſo grofle, 4s thar it:cannot be excuſed in it 
 ſelfs, lyetrd excuſe 45 wandone by! That'thongh it 
cannot excuſe it Wh6ly, yet itwwillexcecedihgly exrenuare it, 
making it to bee inys;, andas wee didit , buta yeniall, a 
pettic, and pardonable fmne. As the yniuſt Steward inthe | 
| Goſpellfor'# hundred pounds et downe fiftie,ſodealewe, 
nay, farre wotſc, with our debrs toGod, that' is, our fins ; 
Talents are 'made Farthings , and Farthings meere No- 
things ; Greatfinnes aremade lictlefinnes, and little finnes 
no ſfues.- And here eſpecially doth the cunning deceitfu |- 
nefſe of the hearr' excl, Ir doth ſoftraine and ftretchit 
wits,cu&iavit were ont tenterhooks for to findour excuſes, | 
as it Wetefigleates'to couet out nakednefſſe*, and thickets 
ro- lurke inF-if it might bee, neſpied by God himſelfe. 
This isthat deceit David meant, 1 hee ſaid; Bleſſed #5 
that main whoſe here there 14 no gaile; namely, to mince 
of mitigatethe grieuouſneſſe of his finance}, by the inuen- 
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| ' The deceirfulneſſe of Mans Heare. 

tion of wittic and celoyrable excuſes. and extenuations., 
| And this, as it may ſeeme:, heſpake out of his'owne cape= 
| rience, in that his gricuous ſinne-in the matter of (Uriah. 
For ia this point the Scripture taxeth him for want of vp- 
rightneſlg of heart, and chercfore ao-himſelfeat.lengrhin 
his repentance, takingnuotietof it kinalelfe, erycth our, O 
Lord thou loweſt the truth wn. the inward parts, thereby 
implying, that in that finne hee had diſcoucred mach de- 
| ccir; and want, of truth and vprightneſſe ; now , in what 
moze thea inthis., that hee ſewed Coufterons vwden, bis ele 
bower, thathe might icepe ſecurely am hi , andafter 
hee had Gault che wall, bee darwbed in with the untempered 
mortey of. his ©wne valve and frivolous excuſes; as that a 
King had authoriticouer all bis Subie&s, and chere- 


| that hard log, as anther 3. 1has gs long as V/rieb was pot 
| ſlaine wich his owne hands, bug.in the. Warzes, he was not 
 gailtie of his death, and divers ſu chikeinuentions ? And 
' who ſhallnogm ſome'mealuredilceane this decein2 How: 
bufily-will our heares lay adout them 2a finde: ſome pre-: 
tence or other for the lefſeniogofour hanes, to make 
feeme lefſe odious and vgly then indeed they are? So that, 
though when wecome to give indgerhent, we cannot who- 
ly free our ſalues, bur muſt; needes giue inthe verdift-a- 
gainft ourſelves , yor wee will doe 5t as fauourably , and 
with as great reſpect as may bee Like Danid:, thar when 
he could not bur feud his SubieQs againit e,F4/o/omn, yer 
willed them go have” ſpeciall cage of not hurting hin. But 
when ourdeccitfull hearts would vrgo ys.to fhow this fa- 


no'more regard them, then Jah, did Daneds. charge con- 
cerning.  Fbſatow ,, but with, Romacke gnd- courage 
 runme-them 'thorow with the ques $wartd of the. 
how : and nor, as, yſually wee doe, ' onely give: 

them 


| fore, ſince ſome: mult needs, thee. expoledta more periilin | 
' the Warres then others , hee amight-aswell put Triak io 


uour to our fbſalom , t0.0ur. darbng {innes wee ſhould |- 


—— 
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_—_—— OO I TI I II I — — CE _ — 


err rm en en nn enn—_ 
| F he deceirfa/ne(ſe of Mans Heart, 
theu --litele pinch with our” finger , or ricke with a 
| Pignc, Bur ler ys foe the» particularities -ot theſe deccir- . 
full excuſes, | 


The firſt is, to plead the corruption of natxre. Olay | , . 
Ca abarxetetls cuimgnd, never bates | 2 ne 
qo bloud, hernc io finne, our corrupt nature asa mighye 

eane carfles ys away violently. Wee arc but weake 
fraile -men ;.no Saints , no eAngels. Theſe ſee nor that 
| Sepſo netrnn lefning', — rauateth 
| their anne. Foras ——__—— 0 echat ex- | Arifo.zrb.66.; 


| cuſc their oneby that they deſerue dewble | cap.s. 
puniſhunenc , firſt, for the drunkennefſe; then for the fine | 7575 webuoues 


| commirted jn-and. by their drunkennefle 2 ſo likewiſe is ic | wag _ 
| here. We deſerue double damnation , firſt, for this cor- | 
| ruption.of our nature, and then for the fruits of it , inour 
| aRtuall tranſgreſſions ; becauſe as the Druukard is the 
' cauſe of his owne drunkennefte, fo we likewiſe of our owne 
| corruption” of nature, for God made ys holy and righte- 
ous, after his owne Image , but wee our ſelucs in our firlt 
Parents defiled and corrupted thisholy nature. Aud there- 
fore-Dand when in that Peritentiall Plalme, his repen- 
ting heart eucn ſtudied with ir {cife , how ©o make his 
finne out of meaſure finfull, 2nd to rayſe it vp to the 
oghet degree of rebellion ; hee bringeth m the mention 
| of his corrupt 'uature, as an amplification thereof, =» finne 
| was 7 conceined, and in iniquitie brought forth. And kſt it | Plal yy, 

mighthe thought that hee did cunningly alleadge it to 'ef- | 
| ſen his ſinne, hee adderh, thou /oneft the truth, no ſuch de» 


g ceicfull cloaking, E , 
The ſecond cloaks are the examples of the fauſts of holy "OO I 
and godly men , eſpeciallychoſe im the Scripture; as Dar | the nodly fn- 
ids adultery, Peters Deniall, Zoos Inceſt, NoahsDrun- | ning; 

- kermeſle, &c. How many are there that yponitheſe exam- 
ples doc beare and boulfter themſelucs our in the fame or 

. the like finnes? But what a ſtrange deceit is this , that a | 

ic 
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AudianPe qui 

non cecideriunt , 
ne cadant, qui 
ceciderunt, vt 
ſurgent:non ca- 
dend:exemplum 
proponitur, ſed 
ſs cecideris, re- | 
ſurgend;. 


Aug.in Pſal:y1 


Ceciderat lapſe 
eupiditatis, non 
patrocmio ſan- 
Guatis. Correp- 
j fu eſt per Pro 
phetam non lap- 
[us ifi m Pro- 
phctas Hoc in te 
amas quod Da- 
uid in [e 0d:t? 
Aug,in Pſal,r, 


| 


A—— 
Lg 


which inctcaſcth finac , ſhould be vſcd as a diminution 
rhereof ? For by how much the 
greater, by ſo muchallo is the fine ir ſelfe, Adukerieby 
D axids example was made ſo much the viler , by how 
much D awids holinefſe excceded others. Againe,, whar 
a grofie Deluſion is this, that that which indeed-is an 
argument of feare , ſhould bee made an- argument 

boldneſſe in ſinning ? For who in his right minde 
wouldnot reaſon thus with himſelte? Did D and, Peter, 
and other ſuch Worthics fall ſo dangerouſly , that had fo 
excellent a meaſure of the Spirit? Oh then it Randerhme 
in handeo looke tomy ſelfe, whoſe feet are farre more fee- 
ble, andftand in farre more lippery ground. Surely, if 
the Saints were aliue againe, and heere with'vs on earth, as 
there would bee divers other matrcrs of griefe vnto them, 


ſo I thinke nothing more, then to ſce the horrible abuſe, as | 
of their vertwes, ſo of their ismperfettions : of their vertwer, | 
when in that regard they are defiled by the ſuperſtitios' | 


Idolater :of thcir :nfirmities and imperfettions , when for 


them they are made the Patrons of hatefull and ſhamefq!! || 


deformities , by the looſe Libertine, As it would griete 
them to ſce thoſe verrtmes , the weakneſſe whereof made 
them to fall downe before God in humiliation , to be ray- 
ſed vp toſuchan height , as tomake orhers fall downe to 
them in adoration : lo 


Daxid hzd committed adulteric , as thinking it no ſuch 
great matter, becauſe of the cxample of ſome Prophers 
before him , there had beene ſome more colour in his ex- 


; cuſe: But Daxidfellonely through his own concupiſcence, 


not ypon any patronage of holy mens examples. APro. 
phet with his wordes rebaked him for his finne + No 
Propher with his deedes fleſhed him in his fine: why 
doeſt thou louc in thy ſelfe that which D avid hated in 
himſelfe? 


- To 


m_—  —_ 


hed 


—_ wt ets. th. Allis 


perſon "that ' finnerh is | 


| 
| 


1 


alſo roſee their ſins which wrought | 
ſhame inthemielues, ro worke impadencie in others. If | 


% 
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+: Toconclude this point, the examples of holy nee boy 


things imitable, arc compared by the Holy Ghoſt to the 
Hraelizes cloud, that led them fo Wilderneſſe, But 
their ynwarrantable examples are like the blacke part of 
the Cloud, which whoſocuer ſhall follow , with thoſe E- 
gyptians, rogether withthem, hee is like to be drowned in 
theSeca of eternall deftruRion. | 
The third ſhift is their 7p-rorance , and want of Lear- | 
ning. They ſaythey are no Schollers nor booke learned : 
and therefore, howloeuer theſe things they arc accuſed of, 
would bec ſcarce tollerable in others, yetin them they arc 
yery excuſablce. For the diſcoucry of this deceit, wee muſt 
ynderſtand, that there is a two-fold /grorance. A plaine 
and ſreple ignorance, and alſo a wi/fall and affeFed. The | 
plaine and imple ignorance, though it may extenuate yer 
it cannot altogether excuſe: The | pa. of thy Princes 
Lawes will not cxcuſe thee in his Court, and thinkeſt thou 
that Dios who is Ge eneting mortall 
Wight,the ignorance fr herd? For'as the 
Princes Lawes are printed and publiſhed , and therefore 
may be knowne; vnleſſe wee he either carcleſſcor wilfull; | 
ſo alſo are Gods, Art thou then ignorant? The fault is thine 
owne”, it cannot therefore ſaue thee harmeleſle. No, the 
Seruant not knowing his Maſters will, muft be beaten with 
ſome ſtripes , if hee doe it not, though not witttſo many 
as lice that knowing it docs it not. But yet if his igno- 
rance bee the ſecond- kinde of Ignorance , wilfwlt and 
affefted, - then hee ſhall bee beaten with as may if ribr 
more : for this kinde of . ignorance increaſeth the finne, 
rather then any whit lefſens it. And heare, as in the caſe 


| 


= 


ofDrunk e, double puniſhment is worthily deſcrucd; | 
becauſe they doe willingly ſhut their qwne Eyes,thart they | 


ſclues in ignorance , though the light on cucry fide 


incompaſſe them round , thinking thercby to poop 


| might not ſee , and doe of ſer purpoſe nuzzle them- | 


to ! 


Heb123t . 


3- Ignorance. 


| 
Excuſat & taxn- 
to, ſed non 4. 


tots. 


Luke 12+47,43 
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| ficut cum aliquis 
1 [a ſponte nef- 
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Auth, ob. im- 
perfeRt, in 
Mar, homeq4- 
Nee potefi ew 
eſſe excuſatio 
condemnation 
tgnorantia Ve- 
ritatis, quibus 
ſuit inueniend; 
ſacultas, ſb ft- 


iſſet querend; 
voluntas. 
22.2X.4.76. 

ar 4.Contingjt 
quandeq; quod 
ignorantia di 
rele ox per ſe 
ftwolumtaria, 


cat, vt liberius 
Pp? ccat, 

Et talis 1gno- 
rantia, ut auge- 
re voluntarium 
tg peccatum. 
E x intentione 
voluniatis ad 
peccandum pro- 
uenit,quod ali 
quis wult ſubt- 
re ignorantie 
damnam prop- 
ter lbertatem 
peccandi, 

4, Tranlarion 
vpon others, 
Epiſt.5e. Ne- 
ſcit ſe cecam, 
ſubrade regat 
pedagogum vt 
migret , Ait 
domun tene- 


———_— 


| broſam eſſe. 


— ——— 


| [nntary, 4s when one is wiltingly ignorant, that bee 'might 
| creaſe our voluntarinefſe and /o or ſinne * for it procee-_ 


| fnning, that 4 man will willingly ſuffer the 


to themſrlues a libertie of finning,, withour- guilrineſle: 
but they aredeceiued, Here truely hath place that ſaying, 
The ignorance of the truth canbee no excuſe to ſane ther | 
condemnation, who had they had a will to ſzeke the truth, 
might eaſily haue bad the hu ro find it.They double their 
guhkineſſe, they twiſtthe bonds of their iniquiriesftron- 
ger , and addc further weight to their finne, when they 
thinke to make ir lighter. To this purpoſe Thomas the 
S$choole-man, ſpeaketh very iudiciouſly, thus : Sometimes 
it bappeneth that ignorance # diretty , and int ſelfe vo- 


finne the more freely. eAnd ſuch 1gnorance ſremeth to in- | 
deth altogether from! the intention of the will ſet vpen 


dammage of 1g- 
narance, t» enioy the freedome of finnin _ 4. 8 


Ciz vr. XIV: 


Of the deceit of the heart in tranſlating the ſinne 
fromonr ſelues vpon ſome other cauſe, 


AJ He foxrth deceitfull tricke in clearing our ſelues, 
WF {clics, when guilty , is that of Tranſlation, 
when by laying tbe fault'vpon ſome other 
cauſe , we would altogether disburthen our 
ſelues thereof. Wherein the heart of man is ſo ſubrile, that 
if it can finJe out any orher things or perſon , that in the 
leaſt ſort may ſeeme to be but the leaft pcice of an occa- 
fion, thar ſhall be fafficient to free it lelfe of all manner gf 
blame. Harpaft, ablind woman in Sexcca, would not 
yet be perſwaded that ſhe was blind, bur found faulr with 


the houſe wherein ſhe was, as being ouer-darke : {o fareth 


it. 


_— 
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it with ysin our ſpiritual blindnefe, and other ſuch like 
defeQs ; hard is it if we find not out ſomething that muſt 
eaſc ys of allthe burthen of the blame. 

Asfirſt ofall , how yſuall is that tranſlation vpon the 
fleſh. O fay the prophane, as of old in A»ftins time , fo 
ſtill when x fun with their wickedneſle; nor we, but the 
fleſs. We of our ſclues haue good wills to do other wiſe, 
we like and approue of the beft things , but the flef ouer- 
malters ys, that, as a viokene ftreame carries vs away. And 
therefore we truſt we may fay with Pax, It i no more we 
that do it, but finne that dwelleth in vs : but this was a 

rofle Ceceit, 

For x.they ſhould confider who Pax/was,that vſcdrheſe 
words, and of what finnes;not openand groſſe, from which 
euen his Pharaiſasſme was free, but of :nwward infirmities, 
whereby hefclt che perfeRion of his good workes to bee 
hindered. How ſhamefull then is it to bring that in de. 
fence of open ſcandals , which is ſpoken concerning priuic 
and fecrctinfirmities ? 

Againe, none can ſay concerning their finnes, that they 
are not theirs, but the fleſaes , laue they, who beſides the 
fleſs haue the fpirir incountring the flee. But in theſe kind 
of men, in whoſe mouths this excuſe is ſo ordinary , there 
is no ſtrife at all betwixt the /piric and the fleſh , for they 
are nothing bur fles;neither is therc any thing in them bur 
corruption : Thereforeis jt an idle ſpcech of themto fay, 
not we but the fleſh, that is, not we but we: For what elſe 
are they but fle&, in vnaderſtandiug, memory, will, affe- 
Qions, ſoule, and body , &c? But yer when they are to 
- commit ſome funne , they feele ſome refiſtance, True : but 
| this refiſtance is norfrom the mixde rexewed , and ſo con- 
ſenting vnto, and delighting in the Law,as holy aud good, 
as in Paxl; but from the mwnde onely inlightened ,+to [ee 
the fearefull puviſhments that ſhall follow vpon the finne, 
Aud hence it is that the combate inthe regenerate is inthe 


| 


— 


r. Vpon the- 
fleth. 
Multi concu- 
Piſc entys carna- 
libus wifts comp 
mullunt ques; 
fſacmora,es im- 
mundicys tam 

peſſimis wvolu- 
{antur, quas 
turpe eſt etiam 
dicere,o di- 
cunt fibs ifta 
verba Apoſt oli, 
Nonego, oc. 
Phil. 3+ 


The difference 
of the combare 
inthe ynr 
nerate from 
that whichis 
in the rege- 
nerate. 
Kom.23, 


ſame 
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126 


Iobay s- 16, 


Sedillyd( bo- 
2am ) placebat 
e&vmcebat, 
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ſame faculties of the Soule betwixt the will and the will, 
the affeQtions and affeQtions; becauſe as eucry part of the 
Soule is partly carnall, partly ſpiricuall, fo alſo the will 
and ffedtions Whence it comes to paſſe, that when the 
renewed part of the will carrics vs to good, the yn-regenie- 
rate par, that is, the fleſ6, [wayes vs to ex:l. But the com- 
bate in the vn-regenerate,, is betwixt dizers facultics of 
the ſoule; as betxixt the vnderſtanding and the will, be- 
twixt the conſcience and the affetions; The will and af- 
feRions of an vagodly man do not hold backe, or make 
any reſiſtance, when he is tempted to finne + for they are 
wholly carnall, and haucnot cither the leaſt hatted of the 
finne forbidden, or loue of the Law forbiding it, and 
therefore they are ſet a gogge, and drinke inigquitie, as the 
fi/h doth water, butonely his conſciznce, inlightned by 


God to ſee the terrour of the puniſhment, cauſcth a de- | 
murre to be made. Herod in his inceſt may feele inwardly | 


ſome obieRions alledged againſt ir , but yet he loues his 
inceſt with all his heart, and in like manner hates the 
ſeuenth Commandement forbidding it, and wiſhes with 
all his heart, there were no ſuch Commandement. Thoſe 
obieQions therefore are wade, not by his will delighting 
in the Law, and ſo ſaying ; How can 1 ds this and fine 
againſt God ? But by the minde terrified with the threat. 


nings of the Law. The woyce of Daxids conflict with | 


himſelfe inhis adultery was this; Jconſertrothe Law, that 
it ts moſt holy and inſt in forbidding adultery , and there- 
fore I cannot wholly _ aſſent to this adultery, The 
voyce of Herod: ſtrife in'tus inceſt is this, 7 con/ent to the 
Law that it ts true in threatning inceſt with the carſe of 
God, andfecle terronr inthe apprehenſion of it. Sothat the 
oppolition which the regenerate make againft finne , is 
from the apprehenſion of the geodneſſe of be 
ment :the oppoſition of the v»regenerate , from the a 
rehenfton truth of the threatning: the former from 


oxe, the latter fromfeare. Now 
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Now though this be ſufficient to dif 
thoſe req, deale faithfully with chemfch 
mination of their owne hearts : yet, for the further 
ping of the mouth of iniquirie, that excellent ſpeech of r 
Apoftleis to be remembred ; The fleſs lufteth againſt the 
ſpwit, andthe ſpirut againſt the fleſh,and theſe are contrary 
one to another, ſo that you cannot do the ſame things that 
ye would. Where the feſh is refiſted by rhe Spirit, irnever 
wholly preuailes , bur in ſpighe of its teeth is broken of 
her will, it cannot do-chat it would ; butin theſe men the 
flcſh doth whatfocuer it would; the a&:on of finn: is as. 
ready as the remptarion; they liue, they lie, they wallow, 
| and rumble themſelues in their fines ; they make adail 
trade of their yncleannefle , prophanenefle , worldlineſſe: 
' ſhall any mannow perſwade me that the ſpirit is ia them, 
ſtruggling with the fleſh? Certainely, if there were bur 
the =» An of the ſpirit to refiſt, the fleſh ſhould nor 
finne thus freely, withour interruption: it ſhould nor al- 
wayes hold the reynes, and fit at the helme. 7 beate ney bo- 
die; that is, I moleſt and vexe the fleſh , the 0/4 e Adam, 
that is in me; and marke what foflowcs, /bring it in /ab- 
jef5on. Where then the fleſh alwayes flouri | 
eriumpheth, and is never brought ynder, there never is any 
true reſiſtance, there is no ſpirit, the aduerfary that ſhould 
troublcit. 

ObicE. But it would be fait , did not Da#idin his a+ 
dulterie- do that which bis fleſhly will would? A4»/. No; 
not wholly, not flly. For firſt of all , by reafon of the re- 
fiftance of the ſpirit, he could not take that fulnefſe of 
pleaſure which a venerions Epicure would. Further the 
fleſh would hauc had him ſecurely, & gon onfſtoutly- 
Rill in that fin , and to-haye 2s much to others, as to 
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this deccit to. 


chues mn the exa- | 


Bathſoeba, but becauſe of thecomradiQtion of the ſpiri 


| bis finne, he could not lie tumbling in his mire, butwas 


ing the fleſh , he could not fo blefſe his { in | 


Gal 5.17, 


1-Cor,g.27. 
deeriued. 


— ——_— 


— 


_—————— 


þ 


| 
4 
1 


Exog.32.6, 
Caro concupiſ- 
citaduerſurſpi- 
ritum, i 01 
concupiſtet &> 
ſpiritus contra 
carnem, fac 
adulterium: Si 
axter ſpiritus 
conc upiſcit ad- 
werſus carnem 


1 luftam vides, 


uiftum nonvi- 
deo.In Euang, 
S.lok, (cr, 43 


: Tames 1.18.19, 


$,Pct,ru22.23, 


pre 
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 forcedtoriſe vp, and waſh himſelfe inthe waters of pep 


| 


tance. And wilc thou, that aftcr thy ſitting downeto 

' never rileſt againe, . ynleſſe it be as thoſe Iſraclitcs , that 
: ſate downe to eate and drinke, and roſe vp to play; that is, 
' tothe doing of ſome worle matter : wilt thou picad the 
combate of the fleſs and the ſpirit ? Exccllently Saint 
Anſten. Thefleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit : If the ſpirit ds 
wat alſo luſt againſt the fleſh, they commit adulteric : For 


| what ſhould hinder ? But if the ſpirit luſt againſt the fleſh, 


then I may ſeethee indeede ſhrewdly aſſured, wholly van- 
quiſped I cannot. . 
Well then, the v»regenerate cannot excuſe their ſinnes 
by theflcth, becauſc fleſh and they, being all one , in accu- 
ting the fcſh, they accuſe themſclues. What then? May the 
regenerate ? Neither : for whereas the fleſs in them is one- 
ly a flaxe and captiue, deadly wonnded by God, at fir? 
ſs, and daily awed by the contrarictic of the /pir:e, 
that the 
ſhould FA farre preuaile with them, asto bring forth the 
fruites of diſobedience, this ſcemcth rather to ad.le, then 
ay whit to diminiſh their ane , for as for the _— 
ey are nothing but fleſs, they haue no aducrſary to 
the fleſh in \ oh buckle with it: wo 
godly they haue rhe /pirir,which of it ſelfe as Chriſt ſaycs, 
1s prompt andreadie, but that we by our ſloath and negli- 
gence diſable it, Therefore the Scripture vpon theſc 
grounds exhorts the godly to good dutics, becauſe of the 
regeneration of their nature, whereby they are in ſome 
mcafure cnabled to ſubduc their. corruption ,, and 
ſo to performe obediencc ; as Saint James, hauing made 
mention of our new-birth : Ofhis ownewtll bepbe v5by 


the Word of trath,thereupon wwferreth, Wherefore let every 
man be ſwift to heare, ſlow to ſpeaks, &c. And Saint Peter 
hauing exhorted to loge oe another, with a pure heart fer- 


wently, annexcth this reaſon, Being borne a new , not of 


mortal | 
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yet ſhould befoyled by the flefs , that the flefp 
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murrall ſeed, but immortal, 5c. Now as it isſhamefull for 
| « man that hath'ftrength , and is furniſhed with -weapons, 
to ſuffer the theefe torake his purſe from him: fo it is for 
the regenerate man , whom God in his regeneration hath 
urs with ſpiricuall life and ſtrength, whereby he might 
be able ro trive againſt, and make his part good with the 
fleſh, to ſuffer it to robbe him ofany fpirituall grace. Spe-. 
cially When as theflefh in them is as an vnderling , cruſhed 
and trod yndettheir feete. What a ſhame is this for a man 
to be overcome by his baſe vaſſall, who was once _— 
before ouercome by himſelfe > This therefore is.,matter 4 

| grauation of our finds , that 
God having diſ-armed the flefs, and ſubicRed it to ys, yer 
webyourfauouring of ir, as the Iſraclites the Cannanires, | 
haue nouriſhed a Snake in our owne bofotmes, and haur | 
ſuffered it to grow to that head, that it ſhould bereadic | 
to oucrtop ys, Therefore the Apoſtle doth not extenuate, 


humiliation, and decper ag 


bur aggranate, the fations of the Corinthians by this, '| 


that theſe things came from the fle& in them, and were 
fruicey of their earnatirze. Therefore he ſayes by way of vp- 
braiding, Te are yet carnall. Mans deceitfull heart would 
have holpen the marter with this : Alas! though we bee 
regenetate, yet we areſtillalſo carnall in part, and the flefs 
will be working :Bur the holy Ghoſt retorts it thus ; as 
owarematurally camall, ſoby your new birth, ye now are 
ane ſpirituall; what'a ſhame then is this for you, that 
the4pirirt performes his office no better in quelling rhe 
fleſh, that rhe fleſhis ill ſo Ivy and liuely in you, that 
one would thinke you wete wholly carnall and nor fpiri- 
tuall at alk; that after ſolong a time of your regeneration, 
u are yer ſo camall, the file till carrying ſo'ftrong a 
hand ouer you? That ſhifting, then: off the faulr to the 
fleſh is idle, whether in the wicked, orin the godly. | 
The ſecond tranſlation of finne is ypon' the '7 zmes , and 


places, where welive , and the wickedneffe of meni with 


K whom 


— WF XX 7 —_— 


1.Cor, 3:3. 
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Epheſ.5.16, 


Non ego ſum 
ambitioſus : ſed 
4 nemo Rome ali- 
ter viuere p6- 
teſt; non ego 
ſumprueſus, ſed 
vrbs ipfa 
1} agas 1t- 
penſas exigit- 
Non eff meum 
uitium, Oc. 
Dyid nes dec; - 
pimus ? nox eft 
extrinſecus bog 
malum, intra 
us: ft, im viſce- 


eh 


th. 
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| 


| it hath beene heretofore; Seneca ſheweth how invhis time 


whom wee Sonuerſe. Becauſe the times are(o 
corrupt and euill, therefore we thinke- if we be corrupt. in 
them, the faultis not ewre, but the z2amece. S. Pants ar- 
gumcnt is clcaue conraty, Redeeming the time , hecauſe 
the dayes be ewill. The badneſle of the times did not feruc 
withs, Pax for a cloake to-excuſcour conformitic to the 
times, in waſting our time wickedly, as other do; but as a 
| ſpurre toexcite vs to beſo muchthe more carefull of our 
Clues , Not. to bee ſwayed with the” common ſtreame, 
| in the idle and prodigallexpence of our time , but toreſcue 
it out,of che bands of fiafull vanitics,and to ſpend it wholly 
for the good of oyr owne ſoules. And good rcafon have we 
to-make, this vſc of the corruption of the times ; for, if 
the aire be generally infectious, had we not neede to be fo | 
much the more tritin our diet , and carcfull in the vic of 
wholſame preſeruatiges? Surcly the worde the times are, 
the uecrer grow they to their end, and thercfore ſo much 
the more appebenſiue ought weeto be of the occafions of 
good, becauſc the day, in which onely we can worke is de» 
clining apace, aud that fearefull xsghr approaeheth, where- 
innone canworke. 3a nn & , 20116; 
\. Butyet , for all this, itis no lefle vſuall for men'to vſc 
this excuſe in defence of their owne cnormities now , then | 


mayy would be gcadic to pleade thus for thamſelues,, ] aw 
not ambitions; but no man can line otherwiſe in Rome. [ 
am nat prodigally ſnmptwe ne; but the Cotte well put a man 
ts preat 
| al: 99s a [ctled contfe of life. It is my youth and hot 
bloud that doth this. But 2s he excellently addeth, hy 
doe wee deceinc owr ſelnes? This emill is not from 
without , from any extrinſecall canſe , it is within vs; 


— 


5. It is not wy faxlt that \as yet 1 am not | 


.#t ftickes in our bowels, If wce liucd elſewhere, 
in.other places, and companies , vnleffe our hearts with- 


in were changed , wee ſhould till bee the fame. men. 


£262 For, 


 - - —__ 


. j- — 


 —_ A —_—_ —"— I” At net. ad MM." <> * 


| lightech : for even agrcat deale of fire ting 


are places charged. 
: -ASwaiuftly ,intherhird place, arc our calings, and the 
my ofthe which, ſay many, are ſuch, char they 


' ſaid of our © 
 callings' fortwrdn 


| The dreticfalmſe of HeaneBlearts 


——_—_— 


For, that it isnot inche place, I are thus and thus 
perucrted, will appeare cuidenely, if wecalt oureyes vypon 
others, that hauc lived in as cuill times and os and 
yet like filbes , retaining their ſweetneſle in tho ſalt ſea; 
like Salamanders, vn _—_— inthe fire. It macrers not 
ſo much how great the firc be 'which lighterts ypon' a 
place, as of what: quallitic the thing is whijercomtir 
vpon hard 
and ſolide ſubſtances would notonce kindle, and little 
fparke in dry, chippy , combuſtible mazrer hath quick 
burnt vpall. So it skils not ſo much whar the be x 
what the minde. Mindes well difpoſed, and caretully wat- 
ching oucr oucr themlſelues have continucd in the cor 

teſt places without ſpot ; as Joſeph , Nehemiah, Daniel, 
Obadiah,w the Coutts .of Pharach Artaxerxes, Nebu- 
chedounezer, eAhab; and $. Paxl. makes mention of Samts 


mide being ſecure, or otherwiſc ill-diſpoſed, the beſt pta- 
ces haue beene no privileges agaiuft ſn. Witnefſe 4dam, 
that finned in Paradi/c; the Dixell that fell in Feazer, in 
Gods owne Court : Loc, falling in Gods Court , and ftar- 
ding in Neroes, Lot cominued chaſtcin filthy Sodome, and 
yer fell | — in the ſolitary and retired mowntaine: 
yniuftly t | 


muſt needs negleR rhe kingdome of God in prayer., rea- 
dins mcditation,ſan&ification of the Sabboths; which if to 
dobe finne, not ahey bur their cal/inge muſt bee called into 
queſtion. Bur 'we mnt know thar no pm acalling a- 
way from God, no vocation is 1 awocation om godiues: 
but as our S4xi-## fpeaks ofthe Fubborh, fo alfo-may it be 
ating: : Man was not made for calling, but 
,thot or ——_— noefor the hurt! 6x 


— 


in If eroes court, that monſter of nature. Contrarily, the E 


| 


Ignis non reſert 
GUAM Magin'ss 
ſed quo incidat: 
nam etiam 
| maximum ſoli- 
da non recepe- 
runt;, rurſus 
{| arida, & cor- 
ript facilia 
ſcimtillam quo- 
que fouent wf- 
que ad incen- 
dum, 
Sen.Epiſt18, 
U.4.32- | 


| 


Lot in perucrſa | 
civitate iuftus, | 
in moute peecd- 
Ht. 


a | 


Mar.2.17» 


hinderanceof his foale, Certai reit 4s that rhisis 


- K 2 bur 


—_——— ——_—S 


Joh.4. 28. 
Luke 3 15. 


Mart,14.23. 
Luke 612+ 
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with the many and weightie: affaires of ciuill gouernment 
( alas, what are thy occaſions to theirs)they.yet could find 


pleadeſt the troubleſome: diſtraRtions of thy calling , doe 
they ſo poſſeile thee that thou canſt neither , nor cat 
and drinke; for all thy buſineſſes , Idare ſay, thou doft nor 
wholly depriue thy (Ufe of theſe neceſſary comforts : And 
art thou yet to learne,that theſe are not ſoneceflary for the 
body, but the exerciſes of Gods ſcruice arc as ncceflary e= 
uery way for the ſoule?Remember the examples of the wo- 
man of Samaria, leaving ber pitcher at the well, and of the 
Shepheards , lcauing their flockes for their buſineſſe of 
Chriſt; and learne by them that. our parricalar callings 
muſt giue place to the gererall calling of Chriſtianine. 
And good reaſon , one kindnefſe ceſerues another, Our 
enerall calling of Chriftsanitie is not ſo vniuſt, as to 
cize ordinarily vpon all the time of our particalar cal- 


pray all night,then by prayiug all the day time,rob his 


| perſonall calling of it due time : Why then ſhould/our 
particular callings be ſo vnkinde as to encroach vpon our | 


generall calling, and to take from it that little time of the 
worning and exening,not content with her owue ſo large 


fromthe poore man his one onely ſhcep, hayi of his 
owne. It had beene more dallerable Be EG to 
| haue taken one of the rich mans. And of the two it is more 

allowable for the general calling, ro make bold with the 
time of our per/onall,. then' comtrarily ; both becauſe our 
generallcalling hath not the r:the of that time which the 
perſonal hath, as alſo, becauſe the workes of this calling 
 arefarre more worthy and excellent , as thoſe which dirc- 
Aly and immediately reſpeRt God himſelfe. And yet thou 


wouldeſt notallow this for a iuſt cxcuſe in hitn, that was 
X e 


———  - 4 - — 


but adeccitfull excuſe ; for David and Daniet taken vp | 


lings , therefore Chrsſt will rather rob his eyesof ſleepe | 


allowance: like the rich man in Nathan: parable,thae ſtole | 


leaſure to pray thrice a day. And tell me, thou who thus | 


——_— 


———— 


ae 


The deems of Wn ran 


| pon the Sabboth, 


did: attend all that whnle , Prayer, jeatlingyMedication: 
How then thine owne neghrtof Gods {eruice vp- 

th, and the mornings and evenings of other 
dayes be excuſed? thinkeſt thou' by the following of thy 


| worldly occations ? for as vnder pretence of prayer.and | 


meditation wemay not become ©HMowkys, and wholly giue 
tis Yr world : ſo neither yoder nn of 
.our worldly occaſions , my we become prophane #or/d- 
lings , aud wholly forſake the worſhip of God. 

Others blame the codjtion of their fe , © Tay they we 
arc poore'rhen, that haue nothing to live by , ſaue theſe 
bands. Can we needy handicrafts men, or poare labourers 


be Dawines? Vea, fo much the rather, ſayes ChryſoFtome, 
may 
ther ſuch h 


iſe true diznitse. when wrath, cnuy, and 0+ 
e corruptions ſhould be curbed , doth pouertic 
then let thee? or are riches able to maſter and mortifieſuch 
affections?Doth poucrty hinder thee from being humbled, 
ſober, temperate, wercklalliopeager ? Or js itnot rather 
a grcat furtherance to thee in all theſe > Dothnor pouertic 
ſcrue to tare aud meeken thee , to rake downe thy pride, 
to pricke thee to prayer? Or what yertue is there E 6 nee- 
deth money fox4be praftiſe thereof? Thou wilt ſay libera- 
"Oe fo 2 — alſo, _—_ that _ , hath 
more bri reaſon '© : 
widowes two mits N_ a better br gy the ſto 
the richer ſort. See then how thou. flaudereſt thy pouertie, 
the Miſtreſſe of ſo many vertuet. Remembes $. Pazx! a 
ore 7 gnt-maker, and yet no leflc boly in his op among 
is texts, then inhis fudyamong his'Bookes and Pearch- 
ments : and by his example learne how thy ſhop may bec 
vſed , cucn as an Oratorie, or place of greateſt dcuotion. 
Neuer tcll me thy handy labours abſtrat thy minde from 


could yet ſay, Or connerſation  inheauen. Ne- 


K. 3 uer 


i... —_—_ 
- 


fixe dayes bagh, negledted his particular calling aha hee. | 


] 
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4. Vpon con- 
dition of life, 


As 18.33 


2-Tiw.4.13.... 


| N54 urrarygi® 


Ta $f F109 


Surne") xabi{y- 


Ger. 


a 


heauenly meditations. Pax/ a Tent-maker , working with 
his hands 


a 
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Vpon out- 
F occali 


Prou.23.2, 


Marth,129. 


Ad pop. dit. 
hom. 1J, 


, 
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uer complaine ofthepinches of pouerric, that they lay thee 


open to the'Diuels 'ternptations, Who eucr richer then i 
Adam in Paradiſt? Who caer poorer then Job or the | 
foyled Adam; on the 


D ung-hill? yerin Paradiſe Satan 
Dmng-hill, Ib foyted Satan. 
Well;if the fauft be onely in pouerty, and not in thine 
owne tion, then gue rhee a more liberalf portion 
of theſe outward things, and we ſhallſec thee mend pre. 
ſently :and ſo happily thou perſwadeft thy ſelfe; bur 26 


| deceitfully, the miſerable experience of others may teach 


' thee, who, of poore becomining rich , have withall of 
nought become worle. 
In the fifth pt:ce, you ſhall heare fome transferring the 
fault ypon the outward occaſions , whereby they were en- 
riſed to Gnne; not conſidering, that the outward obic&s 
themſelucs arc dumbe, and ſay nothing, and thar it is'one- 
ly their owne corruption that intiſcth them : For t 
that hauc made 4 concnant with their eyes, as Tob did, 
they can looke vpon the wine when it /prink/eth in the 
laſſe, and not iwordinately long to drinke: they can behold 
| faire and beautifull women, and yet not smtemperately luft 


to their throats, can fit ata rulers rabke, ſwimming 
with all tyanner of dainties,and yer not cxcecde the bounds 


| of ſobriecic. What? muſt the 2able be accuſed ? Ns thine 


own apperite:Thruft (farth Salomon )thy knife,not into the 
table, but iro thine owne throat: So,muſt women be taken 
away? No but thy owne eye, thatis, 'the corruptionin 
| rhineeye,, ſaith our $ uiour: Fhiscauſeth thee to offend, 
| ('trryſoſtome baumg faid , rhe beautic of a woman is a great 

ſnare, preſently correets himſelfe, nay rather , faith he, vor 


' | a womans beaxtit, but a mans luſtfull looke. Let vs not ac- 


cuſe the things, but oxr ſelues; let v5 mot ſay, ket there bee 


no women, but let there be no adultery , and formication; 
neither let v4 ſay, let there not be a belly , but let there not 
be pluttonie, &c. 


CE 


| 


after them. They that h:ue pur the kxife of mortification | 


— Sixth, 


— Re Ad 


————_———_ 


-- 
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Sixnjpadtny vere are that father their fiynes vpon the, 


gig Bing beg the morbers conceinsny, and. bringing 
| Peg foerh. And uh ce pa father "oy _—_ 
out thu mothes? Deuill cannot e 
but by the ;helpe of aur owne cor = 
ſtrike fire long cnough erc there would bay 
did not. wee finde him tinder; Therefore S. [James faycs, 
| Emerie may when he 1s tempted,s enticed and drawn away 
by bis owne concupiſcence : though yet the Dexsl! haue a 
hand, and that no ſmall one, in tempting of vs, yet becauſe 
hedoth onely allure vs, and lay baitsfor vs, but not con- 
ſftraine vs; he hath onely a perſiading ſieight, not an in- 
FI hee cannot make vs fiune againſt our wils, 
our owne concupiſcence carrieth the chicfeſt 


:-\therefore he ſo 
hu owne concupsſcenc 


the Devil, _ 

_——— Daxid 
to at 2 hed bis Gager als inalf ikelibood, 
in that maxter of Uriah, by wy accuſcth not Satan, 
but his owne I'was conceixed.. But 
lex vs heare what S, bonds h to ſuch ragged? jr 
themſclacs; **1f Sm_ Gich he, 


his. 
o_ he yo ya oy hs 
Gol cena ico " Satans 


ſpeaketh :; Exerie man whip 


, bet 


ESRD = 


Accule thy ile, mthow Eretrad pry 


indeed rhe Dews/{-was the father ra | 
all char, cheir owne nanghric hearts might 


a ht 


: Hce might - 
any burning, 


he, onely ace menere 


exeuſares Modo 
aures tae pojite 
ſarnt inter ms- 


malum, ſed nec 
__ Dems ad- _ 


nam, accuſa te, 
vt actuſatione 


'' tre Dei veniam 


rerewe. Expe- 
Alas illum accu 
fare qui non ba- | 
bet veniam ? te 


4 accuſe, th arch | 


ij ,- indulzcn- 


tiams 


Sew eathhy. 


| 


—_—_— 
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| 


Foy | n 
InPlal.31.& Y|. 
Mathems- | 

—_ rib fabu- | of res 

las lggupermm.! detvely 

48 UOBNEDGN., je Gary (tA, freely pea” 
| by vel gt | was; in their 4diffteries, to K Vents; He the pe 

res poems —_ thers': Mars.” Belike ;hew (ſaith Anflen, yeric ſweetly 
mis enim ww/-. ſcofinz #te them) Venus 6 theadultereſſe, nor thou; Mats | 

tem 4 mabhent- || rhe winythere?, net then; But take tho heed left thou t 

{ {ico preciey gut ſe Ifebe 4amnedin ſtead of Mars and Venus. Ifthe A 1 
| <onangyſep ur bimſelfe fhoxtd take his Ware 

tam & Criſto mſelfe fb he bus owne wife ty on 

| gr0tis.Mars er- | whey other men, will he not dsſcipline hey, way eng 
| gobomigide, . || Her fort 2 tet her then ſre if. ſhecan ayes him that Venus 5 Is 
| nan tu; &>Ve- 70 be beaten, and nit ſhe : P2455 

[ alot: | | Eighmy: Others y yer, hn more ancucions; aſcend 
1 proManegy higher, angoe beyond the Starfes, euch 

Venerc 1# to charge lim withrheir finnes : Thus did « Adios, (when 
| damnerigation- | hefayd if defence of his gowns Lhe 
{| ne anipit;ver- | geſt me} foe pline me it ; cloſe 4 
{| 224 4. * | if he fhotild have fayd, valeſſe thou hedlP ghieninitee this 


» Thad Horeaten.- $.\Nin#{Enits my 
1t he ſaith$ Let no man when he it emp: 


EIS 


1 


| 


— 
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'| line,mone, 4nd haxe owr heing ; bur if chere be any (mane, 
| thereof, For all that God hath to doe about it, is his 20- 


— 


vmo thee, Hee doth not yrge thee, or preſſe thee ymto 


| wicked mations, as doth S«ten:; Hce omely ſertcrh; the 
| bair, or the net, and.dbth not reſicaine thy concupiſcenee 
| from carrying theetoir: for he owes thegno ſuch ſeruice: 
| but hee doth not take poles as Satan doth, and driuec 
| thee violently into the! net, And yerif Satans tewprars- 
ons could not excuſe eFaves, how much lefſe then Gods 
The /afftravflation which now I will ſpeake of,is vpon 
our brethren, whom if,in any ſort, we candraw into the ſo- 
cictie of the ſarvofinne with ourſclues, werkinke preſcutly 
| ourfelues fafficiently difcharged. Now wee lay the fault 
yponorut brethren diners wayes. © © - 
Firft, ypon their conx/el, perſwaſion, or intreatie, (pe- 
} cially ifimportunate. Thus we ſhall heare many ſay, ſuch 
2one he petſwadcd me, he ganc mcillcounſell, he impor- 
| runed me, and would neuer giuc over till Thad yeeldeg: 
This is rife in thecues mouthes, going toexecution 2 O if 


I may thanke him : Nay, thou mayſtthanke thine owne 
naughtie heart , fo fir a prey for evil] counſell. Thus 
eAdon, inthe beginning, layd thefault ypon his Wife, 
and ſhec-ypon the nt : whereas indeed it was not ſo 
much the ts words, as her owne eares, fo greedily 
> bibbing in the poyſon of his words, which ſhee ſhould 
haue blamed. efaron alſo was cunning in this kinde | 
of ' tranſlation, when being challenged by Moſes for 


| firſt cauſe, isthecauſc of thy hearts motion, for tn him we 
crrour- in the: motion, thine owne- will is the cauſe 


|| Juntarie permiſſion, whereby hee, withdrawing his grace | 
| ffota thee, leduerh/ thee rothy' (elſe, as-not being bound | 


fine: Hee doth not infnſe, ar inſtill iaco thy minde any | 


ee ee eee 


> 


9. Vpon our 
brethren, 


it had not beenefor ſuch anone, I had neuer come to this: * 


—— 


their 


or intreaty« 


Exod,z2.22, 


his finne, in making the Golden Calte, hee pur it. off co | 


_ the 


I. Importunity 
of perſwaſfion 


—— 


 — 


| 
| 


x Sam-15-15. 
Verſe 19. 


Verſe 16. 
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the people ; Thos knoweſt —_—_ [et = miſchiefe, 

they ſajd wnto mee, Make vs Gods : Thus eAaron 
thought hee had rid his hands of this fine ; bur the 
Scripture ſets it faſter on him, then that ever ſuch ſhifts 


ſhould rake it off ; «Aaron made them naked. Here alſo 


| was Plates deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking all the 


blame ftucke in the High Prieffs, and the reſt of the 
Tewer, that ſo vrged him with their clamorous i tu- 
nitic. Sax/ likewiſe had this excuſe ready at his s 
The people haxe ſpared, fc. And when yet Sanmwel 
apaine vrged him; herefore haſt thow not obeyed the 


till the ſecond reply of Samnel wrung from him this hold, 
commandement of the Lord, becanſe I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voyce. * 

Secondly, the commandement of example of our 
Superiours. Thus Children, if they be commanded doing 
of cuill by their Parents ; Sernants, ifby their Afafter s, 
Subietts, if by their Magsftrates, thinke themſclues ſuffi. 
ciently excuſed : If there be ſue in that they have done, 
they thinke the commander ſhall anſwer to God for ir. 


} Thou Wirtall, would this bee a good anſwer before an 


carthly Magiſtrate in caſc of ereaſdn, felony, yea,or a farre 
Icfſe Avg fay, Sir, my Matter commanded me? Or 
haſt thou here Comuch wit ro fauc thy ſelte from the dan. 
rof mans Law, as notto venture vpon thy ſuperiour 
nn ? And haft thouſo little an to thinke 


my Father, my Husband, my Maſter, my Megs recom- 
manded me, b ſcrue the turne before Gods Tr I 

Dareſt thou not ſtcale for all thy Maſters commandement, 
for fearc of the gal/owes? Andyct, becauſe of thy Ma. 


and made him ſay, . Thane ſinned, Thaxe tranſgreſſed the 


—_Cl__ us 


- voyce of the Lord ? Hee Rtill held him cloſe to this de- | 
| fence, yea,ſaith he, 7 hawe obeyed; but the people tooke oc. 


Gods Lawes are lefſe ſcucre then mans, .that this anſiver, | 
ibunall 2 4 
| 


fters commandcment , wilt thou dare to prophane the | 
| _ Sabbath, 


; 


WC 
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] 


Sabbath, without all feare of Hef ? thou thinkeft that 
the command of that authoritic which is ouct thee, will 
leſſen thy finne ; Nay rather, it will 2ggrauateit ; For 
if chou did-'eſt finne of thy ſelfe, withour the' command 
of. man, thea thou diddett fmp/y reiet Gods Comman- 
dement : Now thou reiecteſtit with a farre greater 4iſ- 
grace and dragon to God. For befides tcicting 
the onely wiſe , thou preferreſt before him baſe aid 
fooliſh man : And ſo by this meanes thy finne is doubled. 
For firſt, thou Gnnelt in negledting Gods Word ; and 
ſecondly, in regarding mans before ir. The authoritic 
then of our Superiours commandement or example, will 
little ficad ys, when God ſhall come to ſcanne our finne. 
The efprftle dehorting the (orinthians from fornication, 
remembreth them of that fearefull iudgement thar befell 


them fe}l in one day. ' 
Now Hoſes mentions foure and twentic thouſand, 


ple, the other three and twentic were thoſe of the inferi- 
our ſort, who fell intothis finne, provoked by the inftt- 
ation and cxamp'e of their Princes. Whar thinke wee 
ould be the reaſon that the Hpoſtle ſhould rather in- 
Gt inthe /pecial/ puniſhment of the people, then in the 
common and genera# puniſhment both of Pyzeces and 
Peopletogether? Somne of the learned (ay, thatthe 4po- 
file would hereby teach the Corinthians the fillinefſe and 
weakneſſe of this excuſe ; whereby men yſe ro defend 
thoſe finnes whereunto they were ſwaycd by the force of 
their Gouernours authoritie and example : For though 
this three and twentic thouſand of the people had: their 
Princes example, euen a whole thouſand of them gomg 
before, and js. waa yet they were drawne by 
them, as well intot 
QRion, as the ſame funnc, 


1 


the I/raehites for this finne, three and ewentie thouſand of | 


Ee Oo—e#oIo—_ 94.4 


1 


whereof one thouſand were the chiefe Princes of the peo- | 


— 


__ — 


ſame puniſhment, the ſame defiry- | 
Thi dly, 


139 


1 Cor.aro8s, 
cleared. 
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| would auger a very Saint: So faith the quarrellons and 
| contentious man; if it were not for my ill Neighbours 1 


——_ 


T be decaitfulneſſe of Mays Heart. 


—_— — — 


| - Thirdly, Vpontthe pronacations of others , who in. 

| iurie, grieue, andexaſperate vs4 'cither by word or deed. 

. As in chafing and ſwearing it is vivuall 5 Whywhat (bould 
one doe, when hee is thus abuſed ? Such dealing as this 


ſhould hue more. quietly and ly. True, if it were 
not- for one-ill-Neighbour of thine, that is, an euilf and 
naughtie heart, full of gall and birttcrneſle. zhence ſaith 
Tamges, notably meeting with this deceit , are ftrifes ayd 


—__—_—_ 


_ comterdtuons ?. O , ſayes the deceitfull heart of the wrang- 
ler, nos/from mee, bur from ſuch and ſuch as prouoke tnee 
by their wiuries. No, faith [ames, they are from the /«/7s 
that fight in your members. Thou haſt a troubleſome heart 
diftempercd with many inordinate paſſions ; and that is the 
cauſe of thy rage and furie. For many men haue recciued 
farre greater iniuries with farre leſſe adoe, If 'the Sea 
ſhould aſcribe her raging tothe Windes , it might eifily 
be conuinced, becauſc the fare windes blow vpon the Ri- 
uers, and yet they are quiet : The reaſon'then is not in 
the windes, but the vaſtneſſe that is in the Sea it ſelfe, 
which the little Riuers wanting , are not diſquieted in 
like manner with the windes. If thy heart were not ſo yaſt 
and great as ir\is , it would bee nothing ſo turbulent nor 
boyſterous, though the windes raged farremore fiercely 
then now they doe. Shake cleare water in the glafſe , and 
iogge it as much as you will, fill it retayneth ir cleerc= 
nefle and puritie : but let ſuch wager wherein there is mud 
at the bottome , bee ſtirred , and preſently it will bee 
faxculent , corrupt, and obſcure : It is the mud , and mire 
of thy corrupt affections , that makes thy heart ſo trou- 
blefome , when it is ſtirred with iniurics. A- heart free 
from this mud would be free from diftemper , though ne- 
ucr ſo much toſſed and ſhaken, Then againe, what fence 

; is there in this, that becauſe men prouoke thee , therefore 


— 
I" 


. thoy | 
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thou [nol bodie to wreake thy 
Wouldeſt thou excuſe —— if, dei 
yexed by ſome of his. fellow. feruants, hee ſhould eaſe 


isthere in this, that becauſe men hure:thee iur/thy! body, 
goods, or name, thou muſt therefore wound thy ſelfe 
inthy ſoule and conſcience; which thou doeſt, when, 
yponoccaſionof theſe iniuries, thou boyleſt incholler, and 
ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that wounded thee? What 
afolly were this,if, being hurt inthe hand, we ſhould goe 
about to helpcour ſclues, by daſhing out our braines 
againſt the walles ? Ourbrother ers, vs inour eſtate ; 
This brings no lofle to our foule : But when our re- 
uengefull affetions are y Che bring hucr to our 
ſouls, ecucn the guilt of , by tranſgrefſing Gods 
Commandements. Neuer then harpe ſo much ypoa this, 
hee hath wronged mee thus and thus ; Foole, none 
thee but thy ſclfe : Hee bath raken away this and 
that; Foole, thou takeſt the beſt thingssſrom thy ſelfe. 
Thou talkeſt of that which -a» eaketh from thee ; bur 
| confider -withall what God hath gizen thee , cuen'in 
this his taking away: Man hathtaken away ſome rempo- 
rall commoditie ; God giueththee an occaſion of increa- 
fing thy fpirituall commodinies , if ſhewing of 'true 
Patience, Humilitie , Mecknefie , and ſuch like graces, 
This which Godawow gizerh, isfarre abouc that which 
man taketh from thee : And yet, wileman that thou arr, 
' becauſe man takes from thee the eſe , therefore thou 
thinkeſt thou mayli take from thy lelfe the greater, 


feſt wrongs to God and our owne ſoules , the wrongs 
| thax others doe vs, That Blafphemer in zbe 'Law had 
" | this excuſe, that it was -in-heete, becing> pronoked 
by the contention of that other partic ;* Yet for all 

| that 


thot-muſt pronoke God:?-What/if meti anger” thee, trafs|| 
anger ypon.bit God?:| Chyfad pop. 


being angred and |. 


—_ 


It is groſle deceit then to excuſe our fimes , mani- |, 


his Romacke ypon thy ſelfe? And furcher;, what reaſon | = y 
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] The ductiafulneſſe of Mans Heat. 


that/God + would bauc him. 'fibned to deaths; Soue/c2 
rranſprefſing.atthe waters of : Afirib ah was ocafioned by 
the vtxowardaeſle and rebellion of the //raclites : yer this 
could not excuſe himbefore God, but for all thar he muſt 
be debarred fromentringinte-Canxes.” | 21 


| TEL 
Fourthly, Vponthe di/conragemecnts! apd binderarices | 
A Dn hug” 1) (ok TUES 157 nn 
| of godlinefſe: O ſay tome, -concerning the performance 
, | of good duties;if wemight bee countenanced by Authori- 
=» | tie, holperiby-our Minifters, ſcrforward and heartned, | 


| by thoſe, with whom, :and of whom,wee liur 3 oh then 
how zealous would wee bce?? But becauſe wee haue fo 
many pinches and pul-backes-this way, wee thinke our 


to ccafure.: / | {1 

Thus mi le imputetheirnotprofiting;to the Mi- 
——— Mm 62 > his barking And if had 
ſucha Miniſter , oh how ſhould they thrive then? Bur as 
he in Seneca bauing a Thorne in his foot 1 res . 1m gr 
the roughnefſe of the way ; that that was the of his 
limping; ſotheſe, having Thornes in their owne hearts, 
which make the Word vnfruitfull ', complaine of the 
Thornes in their Miniſters tongues ,- and make this to 


| bee the cauſe. of their ſo: flow: proceedings, Comrarily, 


Miniſters, they blame their pcople,, and thinke that 

| if ebeir hearers Ar giuc chews foch incouragements , 
in regard of countenance, maintenance , defire to learne, 
&c, as ſome other people doc their Miniſters, rhey ſhould 
then performe: the 'worke of the Lord- more carchully , 
.and comfortably ;''then now they” doe. Bur the rwuth 
is, the caufeprind is in our owne corruption, which 
being not reformed , no incouragements to godlinefſe 
wHl much farthervs, butbeing orice redreffed no diſcou- 


1 ragements can much hivder'vs. Therefore, if a good, and 
| throughly mortified Chriſtian ſhould liuc ynder one of 


Te- 


_— ai. 


coldnefle, and backwardnefle in Religion , not fo lyable 


| 


w 


XUN 


| ſian, though be lived vader Chriſte one Minifſterie, As tid 


| Indas, yet hee would come to nothing.So a Propher, 
| as Moſes, Teremie, and others; though jth ncuer 
ſo crooked a people, bears jo thence take occaſion of 


| wen b + uy led eld and A > 
law Wording our ſelnes, to tay our, zet 

want of meanes ;; and folintted! mUoanm 
that wehayenot thoſeriſeartFiie 


reatitiatters of our ſclucs': 


and in the -hauing whereof yer 4 MT Wes ſack : 


| thatchath denicd thofe emegnes vi | 
| vnderſiich 4 math Mihiſtery, if vi 
| pany 6 fach and fach Chrifhjans, how wx AR 
then? Why# but God hath bot ſo difpoſedthatwcHRoald; 
Ifthere were itch necoffitie of ,and c m thoſe meanes 
_ as we think&he wud notwirh-h + Fhinke wee 
' not that Cod is flead of alf ratanePts 


| ſepplying them with the preſence —_ his «hows 
he was 2 4zrrle Fannie rg we $8 EY wete 


' diſperſed among Heathen 6 ns Gm be qd 
little Minifſtery, NS ie Col ESD 
| Prouidence hatch deprmed vs of theſem-aticy Ares i 


- euident conifton of p excitfultiefſt gf heart - Por 
when we haue thafe' 4 
| whereof weeexcafed* 

: and deadneffe Rilt Rioketh bi 
before. And of the 
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'C HAP. XV.- 
| of es w oder dereriful excuſe: of ſinve and 
12220 © 1-3 97 fin YELL phe haps — ) 


He #/+ deceirhull excuſe is that of Cufome: © 
ay ſome;, when they are rebuked for. their 


| 


;i{wes D idle, and yaine formes of, ſpeech; 

| 29; 977- Ris fans Towely we meant no hare, 
hays. got, and. cannot now eaſil 

wetched madnefle is this , that LOT 


| we are come to dave hog nl of rs (or whe elſci Pr 


Aral Fr of our time in ſinne 


and x hee could could, ic ,no. better 
ONS it hath becne qur cuflore of: : 


time ſo to doe : Hence-forward Caath, hee) lixe ( as | 


much time as remayneth in the fleſs) mehr the ial of 


ciene for vithat me haxe ſpent the time peſt of our tife, 


| cer Wes inf s of the Gentiles, walking wn wartonneſſe, 


=o .hee. ates their former. Gnnes , 
» becauſe they had fo long 


Ran Sel _Dolt thou then make: a 
+$#of aby Co 


148 4b 
what canftthou lay more dh felt foyme. Why. 


ſworne but oncein all thy life, it w beenc a finne hea- 
uic cnoughzo cruſh thee Jowne into Hell: butnow when 


| wpougaleſ mee itisthy daily cuſtome , that thy tongue 


is | 


-- as —_ 


men, but afeer the will of God. Why? for, it & ſuffi- | 


_— 


: 


ec 


The aeceitfalneſſe of Mans Hears. 


is traded 1n this wickednefſe, how now 2 Haſt nor thou 
mended the marter faircly ? For ſhame then away with 


Would a Thicfe, or a Murtherer, becing arraigned at the 
barre, becſo ſimple as to alledge intheir detence , that 
} it hach beeue their vſe and cuſtom of along time toplay 
ſuch reakes? Would not the Iudge ſo much the ſooner 
ſend them to the gallowes ? If the plea of cuſtome bee lo 


then, as (bryſofome reaſons, ſhould it not be as inſut- | 
ficient for the ance of ſwearing , before Gods 

Tribunall ? Thoughit had bernc the Antiochians cuftome 

| to waſh them in Bathes , yet the King forbidding 
they all lef: for feare of his diſpleaſure. Whereupon C, 
{oſtome convinced them of deceitfulneſſe in the vſc of this 
excule, in pleading the tyranny of cuſtome t' Loe, ſaith 
hey you may fee that where feare ts, there our wonted cu- 
ſtome ts left preſently: feare, eafily oner-maiters cuſtome, 
though it be nener 4 ancient and neceſſarie;” It is not then 
our cultome , but.our waut of Gods feare, which is the 
cauſe of our ſwearing, The: ſame Father m-another' place, 
maketh mention of one ; who had-got'an i{-favonred 


yet he correQed by laying a Sword ouerit,in ſuch manner, 
that it ſhould be indanger of-cutting, if ſs irmoned:: And 
ſo, by feape of inciſion, hee taught his ſhoulder berret oan- 
ners and motions :Doe thou who pretendeft the cuſtome 
of thy tongue in ſwearing, the ſame to thy tongue rharhe 
to his. Gowlder , and in Read of his Sword ,, vie die 
Sword of Gods Word ,' and:Gods Tud s threat-" 
| ned-agaioR this Sine: antl thbu ſhalt cafily- get-ridde 
of this thy cuill Cuſtome;: For let men'ſay what chey 
{ will, itis nothing-but their owne bail hearrs ; -voyde 
of all feare of G op ,. and+his Judgements; ogether 
| with theig ſloth and negligence in-nor/firiuing: gd 
| 9dr: L their 


| 


4 
them, 


this ſo witlefſe, graccleſſe , and ſhamelefe an excuſc. | 


tt. 


| 


| 


weake for the defence of theſe finnes'before man , why ad 


faſvion of mouing bis right ſhoulder when he went, which | ; 
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6, Subrilldi- 
ſtinKions. 
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vio them, P . 

The laſt refuge is' to helpe out the matter with ſome 
diſtin4ions and pretences of falſe ends, or any ſuch like 
quirkess This is the Talc-bearers Iuftification of himſelte; 
I doe it not to diſcredit him , but onely inlone and good 
will : So the wearer of long hairc, I do it not for pride, but 
onely to hide the deformitic of my eares , or to keepe my | 
head warme; So the good companions,as they call them, 
that conuerſc familiarly with notorious wicked perſons; 
We doc it on?ly ſor boneft refreſhment, and to winne them 
by kindnefle,, as Chriſt conucrſed with the Publicanes, 
and Sinners. So tho'e (orinthians that were preſcnt at 


cating ofmea'es. | 
Thus thc Papifts for their adorationofthe creatures, ſay, 

they performe ouly. ſerxice., but. not worſbip, which 15 
duc to: God only.: The man of vindictiue ſpirit can di- 
| ivguiſh berwint forgiaing and forgerting , and vell you 
' he. hath forgiuea bis though hee hathyor forgot. | 
! ten the wrong beehath done him. Bradford in one of his 
Epifiles makes mention. of one that excuſed ſubſcription 


manner he moned: Bedford 2ndorhers to ſubſcribe. But a 


|: notable cx2mple for this deceit was that of the Iſraclites 


in their oath agaioft the giuing of their Daughters in mar- 


[riageto the Renjamites: For when rhe women of Jabeſb 
| Gilrad did not- ſuffice the Behiamites, and their oath hin- 
 dred- them from gyuing any of their owne Daughters, thep 


| bade them take by force of their owne Virgins, that 
: ſhontd come; forth: to dance- in $h5/0h, Why ? Butwas 


| 92 this 2gainſtthair Oath > Yes, burmarke ny | 
" S . | Candy e 


4heir cuill Cuſtomes , that makes them ſuch | Slaues | 


the Idols Feaſts; Wee doe it not in honour of the Tdoll, | 
but only to gratific our friends in athing indifferent , the | - 


to the Popiſh Articles, beemg qualificd with this limitati- | 
,,- ||6,\ fo farreforth as they werownt againlt the Word of 
1. || God; being indecd-4ll quiee coatrarie thereto, And ini this 
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} King that honour of falling downe 


our aftions. 


The deceiifalieſſe of Mans Heart, 


quirke they ſound our toclude their Oath , andforo qua- 
kfie the marrer ; namely? that they did not giue their 
Daughters , bur the Beniamites rooke them away, Not 
work vnhke arc thofe ſhifts to coozen the good Lawes 
and Oathes againſt dying of places with money , as the 


aretobe had, rhat we ſhafl not haue ſuch or fuch a place. 
Such alſo was the deceit of thofe who having made truce 
with their Aduerfaricsfor certaine dayes , did yet during 
the truce make incurfion ypon them in the night, and then 
defended it, becaufe their truce was onely for dayes not 
nights. To this head alſo wee may referre thar excuſe of 


toe, becauſethey doe that honour to him onely as atem- 
rall Prince, andnot as a Pope. Burrheſe menare nor fo 
appy in their inventions to {aue their conſciences , as was 
once one to ſave his honour; who ing the Perfian 
Gefore m, andyet 

not knowing how to auoide it, purpoſely ler fall his Rin 
when hee came into the Kin preſence, and ſo excuſed 

the matter to —_ hog in che 

trotake yp his Ring , and' not to worſhip che King, At 

diuers fuch iketradkosis theſe might bee infkanced in : 


The which indeed arebut eurraines , we draw before our | 


owne eyes ,. to hide our fine ; they arc indeed as the 
Spiders Webbe, cunningly wourh, and ſome'flight of wir 
muy there appeare in them , but withall rhey are asſlight 
as the Spiders Webbe-; they wilt not endure the breath 


and blaſt of the month of God. Doe not then wilful- | 
ly deceine thy ſelfe 3 Bur thinke with thy ſelfe, will | 


theſe ditions , pretrrices and* qualifications farisie 
my conſcfence* hereafter in the day of uy ? And 
thus much for the hearts excuſing of our 


* 


and with thoſe of wtiom they, 


de 


2a8jons, || 


| our Travellers, who excuſe their kiſſing of the Popes | 


| 


| 


as alſo for the iudgement of our hearts , concerning | 
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| The deceirfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


The yſe of all is this: 

Eift, To teach vs nor to be ouer-forward in conſulting 
with fleſh and blond, when any thing isto be Cone. Who 
would yſca crooked rule in drawing of lines? Who would 
goe to ſuch a Lawyer, whoſe counſell he knew to be mecre 
deceit, and coozcnage? If then our hearts ynasked , doe 
offcr ys their counſcll, let vs ſuſpeRit,ler vs be as icalous 6- 
uer ourharts as we would be ouer a known crafty deceiuer. 

Secondly , Not toreſt ſecurc in the iudgement of our 
o:vne hearts : Many bleſſe themſclues in their cuill cour- 
ſes, becauſe their ſeared and ſenſelefle conſciences , their 
deceiued and decciuing hearts doc not checke them : The 


| trecherous ſelling of- /o/eph was ſwallowed downe by his 


Brethren , and did not trouble them for nigh twentic 


| yceres aſtzr. Thereaſon was , the miſts of corrupt affe- 


&jons dazcled the cyesof their minde, and ſo they could 
not bchold their finne in the right forme : but when affli. 
&ion.had remooned the mylts of deceit from their eyes, 
thenthey beheld it in the right ſhape, moſt. ougly , and 
monſtrous , and were confounded with the horrour there- 
of... Had they 2ny rcafon to approoue their fat all thar 
while ,, and' to applaud themſclues in it , becauſe of this 
deceutfull peace of a deeeitfull heart ? Oſayes one, Ithanke 
God1 find quictand peace in mine owne heart, whatſoc- 
uer ſuch and ſuch judge of mce for my-courſes. But what 
talkeft thow of prace ? Or what haft thou to doe. with 
peace (as Tehy ſaid to Jehorams) who haſt no other ground 


ownc blind and b2witched heart ? Tþou lookeſt in trou- 


bled water, and ſceft no deformitie inthy face :But ftay 


heart ſhall bee freed from theſe deceits, and Chriſt wi 


the Clay and Spittle of ſome ſharpe AfMiRtion aan 
| ki : ue |. 
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to build jt vpon then thee Ceceirtfull iudgement of thine | 


till the'water beſerled and clcered, and then thou-ſhalr ſee. | 
what a filchy miſhapen vileas thou haſt. Tell, mee. tenne. 
yeeres. hence , or in the day of thy tryall-, when thy. 


* 
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haue ſharpued thy dulleyc-ſight, tell me then what peace 
_ { — 42 


I 

Thirdly, Since our hearts, as wee haue ſhewed , are fo 
deceitfull in excuſing and defending of our finnes , it muſt 
ecach ys to labour for the ſpirit of /»genaitie ,. for that o- 
pen and plaine heart of Job. in contefſing of our finncs, 
that with him we may be able to ſay, If wee hawe hid owr 
fonnes, as did Adam, 8. Though our hearts deceined ys 
at firſt, to-make vs fin, yer let vs not ſuffer them to deceiue 
vs further, to make vs defend our finne:This is to adde de- 
ceitto deceit. This is dowble deceitfulneſſe, when Single 
was too much. Excellently eAuſter : If thou haſt ſinned 
thow art in darkneſſe, but by confeſſing thy darkneſſe thou 
ſoalt obtaine the u/lumination of thy * eſſe: but by de- 
fending thy darkneſſe thou ſpalt bee darknedinthy darke- 
weſſe : eAnd how wilt thow eſcape ont of double darkneſſe, 
who had ſo much todoe with fingle ? And againe, © Thou 
* haſt committed a finne ; let it bee confefled, not defen- 
** ded.If chou wilt take vypon thee the defence of thy finne 
* thou wilt bee onercome, '&rc, For 'who art thou 


| ** todefend thy felfe ? Bethoureadie toaccuſetby ſelfe : 
* ſay not, either I have donewnothing , or no ſuch great 


<< matter, or-no more then others. If hauing finned, thou 
©* faylithou haſt done nothing , thou ſhalt beenorhing, 
*. thow ſhale reccive nothing, God is readie to giue thee 
* pardon: thou ftoppeft ir thy ſelfe Hee Tay, is 


| © readic to giue-it; doc not thou lay the blocke'sf thine 
defence 


© Owne and juſtification againſt it : but open 


< the boſome of thy Confeſſion and ſelfe-condemna- 


£« 1508 for it, 


' bus tenebrus qui 
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lob 31.33. 

In Pſal,13.9. 
Mereberis illu- 
mari. 

Et quomeds #- 
wades e duplici- 


m (implicibus 
hgh? 

In Plalyso, 
Commuſſum ef 
non de fendatur, 
in confeſſnonem 


veniat now de - 


þ 


| 


| 


t. Todo cuill, 
Where? 
1,Deceir,pain- 
ringof fine 
with vertucs 
CoO/ours. 
Suberbia celfs- 
tudimem 1mitd- 
tar, turiofitns 
affetteve wr. 
ſtadinumfeimntia 
ignorentia 910- 
que mnocentice 


ur.Sen-Ep.45. 
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"Cn ar. XVI. 
Fine decitt” of the heart in” perfwa- 
ding 'to ſine. | 


Itherto ofthe firſedeceit, which is in iwdgwy > the 
ſecond tolloweth in perſwading. And that is c1- 
- ther-to the dozng of that whichis ea;/, or to the 
omitting of that which is good. | 

In the firſt kinde there are diners decests, 

The fir/tis to colour grofie funnes with milde termes, 
and {o to preſcne it vnto vs, fiot in it. owne proper co. 
lours, but painted and guilded oucr: with fome ſhewesof 


vertue, that it might the more eafly 'winde and infinuate 


| irfſelfe into our afteRions, . This is like their deceit rhar dic 


courſe floath in fine colours. Thus hawtireſſe comes 


masked in the habit ofwagnanimiy; carwfitie would bee , 
taken) tor the deſire of knowledge, s4norance ſhiroudes it | 


ſelfe vader the name of znnecencic'; and riaronſneſſe tha- 
dowes it ſelfe vnder the title of {brralitie, fairh! efgyſter. 
So likewiſe peſtilent ber efie hides it (elle vnder the tame of 


profe ———— 


Pride gocs vitder:t ic nate of ilcanrlineſſr md nearne 


Machrantli/me and - worlineſle ; 'Pre.23.4. of wiſodpme 
and pollicis ;4#4»pxdencrieofproſence of ſpirit, -anul Jawfi ll 
axdacitie - raſhneſſe, oifartitude : trmeroufſneſſe, of exute-. 


louſneſſe : baſe mig gardlineſſe , of iuft parſimonis : drun- 
kenneſſe, of c00d-Fol , f 


ble of the ſower, How are riches deceitfull? The deccit is 
in the couetous rich mans heart, that coucrs his ynſatiable 
coucting and defire of gathering riches, with the gentle 


and honeſt name of ehrift and frugalitie. Thus , wrong and 


" "TOM - iniuſtiae 


and -deope-learving:;! Rews) 624. | 
e: 


lowſhip: conetonuſneſſe of goothurban- | 
| 479; And hence is that deceirfulneſſe of riches , in the para- 
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pzaranceof mercy and compaſſion; as when we relecue 
theneedy with ocher folkes goodes,or( to vic eAuftens cx- 
ample) when we fauours poore man , having: an yl cauſe, 
againft a rich mau having 2 good :I[n like manner , pidds- 
neſſe carries a bluſh of zeale; and choler and fury,of valour 
and manhood : Whence that ſpeech touching the fierie ſpi- 
rited man, He hath mettle in him: And itis mettle indeede 
bur digged out of the mine-pirs of hell, b4/e and reprobate 


| Gods ſpirit. And yet as they that have ill eyes, will 
| miſtake one t1an for another, ſpecially, when they ſome- 
| what reſemble one another , though otherwiſe the diffe- 
| rence betweene them be palpable; and fo fakne a firanger 
fora friend : ſo our pur-blizdehearts , deceiucd' with that 
ſhadow. of reſemblance , which vice ſometimes carrieth 
of yertue , doe oftentimes mrbrace and receine- groffc 
vices , in ficad of glorious verturs, 'For as the Prince 
of darkeneſſe , the Diuell, doth ſomeritnes rransforme 
himſelfe into an «Augell of light, and' become 2 white 
Dixell;for 1.Tim.4-r.3. abſtinence from mears and mar. 
riage, ſauouring ( one would rhinke) of great morrifica- 
tion, are yet dotirines of dixels : fo alfo can the workes of 
darkeneſſe transfigure themſelues into the' workes of 
light. Ner- onety thoſe workes of light ,* whereunto 
they ſeeme to'corme ſomewhar neerer, but euen'thoſe, ( O 
ſtrange iugling !) from which they are fartheſt diſtants 
For ye#ow , or ſome ſuch middle colour to-be taken-for* 


ſhouldbe takenfor whire; this is. 2 ſtrange deceit indeed:'| 
vices mto vs, like thoſe verraes'to whichthey are moſt 

cxtreamely contrarp. For example, not ontly baſe Yeys- 1 
tion of minde poes vnder the aceounr of trac humnijjrie, * 


L —_—_————_ 


% 


iniuttice decciues often,, vader the colour, and in the ap- ' 


mettle, which nouer receiued the- image -and-imprefſe of || 


white, is nofuch greatdecen of thoepe; bur char bluoks * | 
And yetthis is the deceit of our hearrs, roſhape our divers |. 


Aug.in Pſal.46. 


but © euca-pride it ſelferas in ehioſe wht Tecke priife by] | 
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Col1.18, 


lob.r3-4, 


Is 3 


Pſal, 19,20, 
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| fancie aboue it? Thus Dawid deſcribcth the 


be waſhed by 


| The dectirfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


diſabling and diſpraifing themſclues; as in Diogenes trea- 
ding vpon-Plaroes chaire, and ſaying, Plaro 7 trample. 
pon thy pride ; whotherefore worthily had that anſwere 
rerurncd him, Thos trampleſt on pride with greater pride. 
Thus was it in thoſe heretiques in Pax/s time, ſo hum- 
ble, that they would not preſumeto come to God imme- 
diately, they would not dare to worſhip him but the 
Angels: Andyctof theſe men , in whom humilitic made 
ſo great anoyle, the Apoſtle is not afraid to ſay , that they 
are puft vp in their fleſply minde,lo,a proud bumilutie: And 
ſuch is that ofthe Papiſts, in whipping themſclues ; for in 
theſe things they ſweruefrom the wiſedome of the Word, 
and follow their owne inventions. And what greater pride, 
then fora man to thinke himſelfe wiſer then God ? To 

leaue the direRion of his Word, and to exalt his owne 

proud man; 

Thou haſt deftroyed the curſed proud: But who are thoſe? 

The next ward tels vs, that do erre from! thy commande- 
dements, And after in theſame Plalme, ver. 85.7 he proud 
haze digged pits for me: But who be thoſe proud ons? 
Which conforme not themſelues to thy Law. Let therebee 
neuer ſuch ſhewes of humilitie, if therein wee preferre our 
owne wills to Gods, it is but pride varniſhed with ſome 
colours of humilitie, Peterno doubt , thought himſclfe 
humble, when he wouldnot let Chriſt ſhew his feere: But 
this was onely the deceitfulnefſe of his owne heart : For 
indeede he was proud in ſo doing ; becauſe, in refuſing 
to obey Chrifts commandement, he made himſelfe wiſer 
then Chriſt, Alike deccirfull was the BapriFs huthilitic 


 inrefuſing ro waſh Chriſt, that was Peters in refufing to 
him. Had wee not necde now tohaue our: 


eyes inour heads , leaſt otherwiſe our cunning hearts. ob= 


| trude vice ypen/vs, inſtead of yertue? What morc effeQtu- 
t canthey.vic to allure. our affeRions to the | 


altargumen 


loue and hiking, of fintie, then to ſet this falſe gloſſe ypon 
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| folly with hor, ſhee doth' nor giue her fine the-right 
| haue drinen him away , but ſhe hangs out the 7»ybu/s 
ng the 


| daubings are waſhed off from this /ezabell, that we may” 


' mandements of God but little commandements, not much | Mar,s.29, 


it? When the firumpet would entice the yonker to commir | Prog. 144 
name of filthinefſe , which it deſerued ; for that would 


of a ſweet and a loucly title, therewith i 

youth: Come, let vs take our fill of loxe , and delight 
our ſelues in daliance : Beaſtly whordome is but lowe and 
datiance. So the ſluggard qualifies and mollifies his | Moderatioigns- 
fhametull ſloath with the ſweer name of peace,and fo lulls | - 3 45 
himſelfe aſleepe in his finne Berrey is 4 handfull with _ 
quietneſſe, ( lo he termes his ſloath)rhen two handful: with | 
labour and vexation, Thus our hearts , bawdes fot. the 
fllthy trumper Sinne , teach her this tricke of deotieful- 
neſſe; to corre hernaturall deformitic with theſe artifi- 
ciall paintings, that ſo we might be caught the ſooner. But 
as the heat of the ſunne, orof thefire,, will cafily diſcouer 
the paincing of the harlot, by melting it away : ſo willthe 
heatof Gods Wdtd, if we bring this painted andtrapped 
ſtrumpetthereto, plainely ſhew , that her beautie came our 
of the boxe of a deccitfull heart. "And then when theſe 


WT 


ſee her in her owne hue , wee did not ſo mnch louc her bc. 
fore but as Ammon did Thamar, wee ſhall twiſc as much 
loath her afterward. | | | 

- Secondly, deceit , with which eur hearts vſe to inſnare | 2-Deccir,con« 
vs is to make a ſhew being very reſonable,and ſhamefaced, | bling af two 
in crauing but a little at our hands; bcaring vs inhand; | T_ 
that if this little be granted, they will reſt comemted there. 
with, and will demand no more. Wherc ir: truth there is a 
doublc heli! 5 2/2005 1 
Firſt,thar there are ſome ſins which are: but {itthe ones. | Tha there are 
This waspart ofthe Phariſees leaxen , calling ſome com- | lirtle fnnes, 


to bee: regarded, So now many: account fairh and troth 
to | bee but * perrie oaths 2 ————— 
| ut 


—_— —_ 


6 ind 


—_—_— —_— OE 0" "IE COT OI = —_ 
CE CEE — 


CE — 


a - . 


——— 


'| 4gna ſunt, 


| dem eſt in num- 


Aug. de doftors 


Cbr.{,4. Duod- 
minimnn eſt, 
ſed in minimo 
fedelem eſſe 
magnum tft. 
Nam ficut ratio 
rotunditatis ca- 


milo exigus, 
que C& m mag- 
no drſco,ita ybi 
parua iuſt ge- 
ruUntur 101 mi- 
anitur iuflitic 
magnitude; 
Apoſtolus acri- 
ter adeo incre- 
pat mre parua. 
1.Cor.6,prop- 
ter . TIE) - 
in rebjes quats- 
bibet paruwlis * 
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The 
rears yeath;Though yer. Pnl(to victhe words 
wr infirmitze av heat of youth ; veherewith we vic 
to dquer this fancy, puts vpan-it a b/omdie cloake, bathed in 
the bloud ofchree and rwentie thouſand, all fmitten inone 
day far this (o lights tricke.. And Saint Paw elic.where 
having debwrtat/from fornication and ſome other fanes, 
which/\our deccarfull hearts vie-rto extenuate, aideth 
this waich-word ; Be: not dereined : Theie things: arc 
more then zrickes, more then matters of fport, or icft: 
for, theſerbings comes the wnath of God vpon the children 
Toots, . Whac now? art .thoic- ire. finnes, 
whietÞbring on ws the- grear wrath of ſo infuuite a Ma- 
ieftie ? And is & now but atrickero go to hel? Whether 
the weight euenof theſe little: frnnes, as it were {mall 
fads, will: fake. the, ſhip of owr-{oules., as welt as: our 
greaterand groffer fimes,as it were the heauier burthens 
otrhe ſhip.” Small [cakes EIS Gn GR in 
walls; being negleQcd, | th. (hips and Cities. 
And ſaucy tradſc-men , were, regard not 
fmat[ ſures , with quickly prone! banke-routs. Diſo- 
bediemce; though inncuer fo fmall matters , as incating 


| 


looking into, and touching of the Arke, is yet inGods ac- 
codtir, noſmall matrer, For how-ſcuerely hath he pu- 
viſhed-allthoſe, then which yer what can wee imagine 
dighter?- Duct iris' not the ſmaleneſſe of the thing , that 
. leſſens cictherour obedienceor diſobedience. There is the 


fame teaſoii.of roundneſſe ina fmall bail; which: is ina 


one ; and ſo of obedience, or diſobedicnce, in ſmal./ 


}- greater 
't ſas proater/thancey; Acliecie thing is-lirele;bat fairhfiul- 


| neſſe;andie alfownfartbfulneſle in a bietle, isa great matter; 


For it is Gods commatrdemeitt that tics to obcdicnce in 


| 


: 
lefl 
well in 
4377 4 
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as 


moſkreucrajd:manot God) inficad of that cloake 


a 


ofan Apple ; gathering of a few ftickes onthe Sabbaoth, | 


s, 4s well 4nypreater; 'and chat: is d:(pifed;- | 
the breach of che tefſer, © as of the grewer/|| 


p Let F 


| The deceiflniſſe of diane Weds} 
| Let vs piot'rthetf thinks "thit uby Hine 1y'Hette Hoe ine | 
| veric ſeaſtare commirred apanſt Giptear aGod!ind hrir 
ypon'vs ſo preat a'danger : More by fatre, in ſormit*re- 
ſpeRs, then doe thoſe-which we'edmit the greater: For | 
in the greater wee" fooner coriie #6 the Bghr oFtheit; un 
> t6repehratice for them {"whoveds in the fefſe?, -wee nor 
difcerning them, rhrough this decetfefneſſe-of Fienrt; to' | 
bee Ennes arall, goedw in thein; withour repentance; | 
andfo, through irrepenratice inthe Iefſee, lyc'openttothit | 
.- er; Which by repentance,” Wee bippity Eſcaped inthe 
oTeteer,- PITTING £200 tags © or q 2117 
R non this;there is ao anorhet deceit; that | From theſe lit- 
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if we will yeeld tothis lirtle!-wee ſhalt to firrehier bee imi< | tle ones ro 
ut e:*PorhowſbeuerthisbepihAttigs gf | 2710875 
me ate veti molleft ant varderl2ibe/\and/cheflrggard | FOO 


| craues bþt'a little ftrepe, but # lite? Weembor, 13 eafwften | Conſeſ.L8.c.5, 
in his firſt cqnuerfron ; yet firine is 6-211 facroaching ma- | Non erat quod 
| rure, like the rivers, final thefirft riſing, Ir fpr 4 | reſponderemnifi 


infargesitfelfetgalng'; 3ST Cangrens; it ercepes ey INS. | 
' \ , lenta,& ſomns 
deg, Fomone pro winter the on it hane | lente = | 
conſutned the whole. Sothar grant it biea Xei/+afid this | *<ce modo, fine | 
littfe will quickly come 'to/7'great teaſes Chic it but an A_ A 
inch; andit will take of! Ect the 96 port Vit winde in | ot 
his Hed; ak RE ri" Bray Hig Wold Body Breet: "Whit | medam. & fine | 
the' Vemc&STither Jn Paw Mad drawhehint'to/ Ray tilt | prutulum ibet 
noone, he drew him onfitcherto ſtay all hight; ye; ahd | #* oxgem- | 
till rowards the etien bf thenexr day, Tudges 19. IF hee ba oy 
had named the whole time at firſt, »1d prayed him to have | wks St, 
fayed rwo dayes longer, hehadneuer obrrined it : Bur at | 
firſt, craving onely halfe a day, hce cames at length to get 
twodayes, If our hearts ſhould derriand all thar they $ | 
bring vs toin the end, they would neuer bee heard : bur | 
through their deceirfull niodeftic of abking ht 2 tee, by 
degrees _ quickly entice v$ on to more. How trite i 
is, will cafily appeare, if either we looke to thernatter of 
faith: 


ad _ 4 hes ct wp - 
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| atfirft, was onely in regard of oxder and honour , not of 
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faith, or of manners: Forthe marter of faith, or doctrine, 
witneſle the Pops/e ſuperſticion , in molt of her horrible 
herefies, which were not ſo grofſe at the ;firft as 
now they are; but after that the ſcedes and foundations 
| = any ſecretly Jaid in the. ground in the primitive 


Church, the ing, ages that ſucceeded, . added, 
, one thu ce, another that, till at the length, in pro- 


ceſle of time , they came to that-monſtrous deformitie 
which now wee ſee. The primacic of the Rowane Biſhop 


the power and 5wr;/d5&t5on, which afterward he obtained, 
Monaſticall life at firſt was onely for ſafctic in time of 
perſecution; and the-monaſteries. of the ancient were nor 
much differing from our colkedges. The vie of images in 
Churches was firſt onely hiſloricall : afterward, thus much 
being regs vewinge ape heart of man neuer gaue 0- 
uer, till the religious vic obtained. Such is the danger of 
ycelding but ro the very leaft occaſions and begion $s of 
errour andidolatrie. Milerias his image came forth of, his 
priuate parlor ico the common, hall then inco the ftreer, | 
next into. the. Church-yard,, then into the porch of the 
Church, after that to'be. on.the wall, laſt of all it gat ypon 
the Altar it ſelfe. After Ahaz; had made bis wicked alter, 
and offered vpox.jt; he brought it into the temple, firſt ſer- 
daaic hachaddetimaber bur then hee brought ir further 
into rhe houſe, and aduarced it to higher place, and ſet it 
on the northfide of Gods Altar. Loc, how Idolatry ſecret- 
Je cndby ſtealch, creepes in, and gets rome of the truth, 

for one arme , then for another, then for the other 
parts, till ar length the truth ir {elfe bee wholly 
juftled out. If errour get but once. into the belfree, 
it will yntill it come into the chancell : if it 
may bee ſuffered to bec in the porch je will uot bee 
long but you ſhall ſee ir poſſeſſed of the Churchir ſelfe, and 


— — 


erting it in the pulpit. What ſhall wee fay to thoſe 
| | ny ; reconcilers | 
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matter to yeeld yntoſhewes and appearances of idolatric? 
As for trauailers into. idolatrous, places to ſhew ſome | 
kinde of reverence to the Hoſt, to kiſſe the Popes tor;if yer 
theſebe ſhewes onely of idolatrie, ccrtainely' theſe are bur 
ſhooing-hornes, to draw on further matters. Therefore the 
leaſt ſins in euery commandement ate reproached withthe 


name of the greateſt; as,the yuchaſte glance of the cyc with 
adulterie, and Paw/ calls the Corinthians fitting downe ar 
the idolatrousfeaſt,though without all inceng of honing 

c 


freed himſelfe, not onely from the geofſer idolatric , ur e- 
{ uen from the leaf. ſhew of it, in outward faſhions; not 
 onely from worſhipping-the Sunne 2n4 Mone j but cuen 
from his hands kiſhng of his mouth; a geſturc onely of a« | 


” 


therefore he ſaith; 1f mine hearthath beene deetined in ſe | wan ori 


ing, that it is a part of our hearts deceirfulacſe ro draw vs | 
on firſt to theſe mrttersof leſt account, thar afterward we | 
might the more eaſily digeſt the greater. 'Of this Moſes | 
| ſcemeth toſpeake , when he ſaith to Iſraell, Beware, cit 
your hearts deceine you : nargely , vpon occafion of that: 
great proſperitic before ſpoken of, that going hacke, at 
thefirſt onely from your feruour and zcalcein mycrueſer--| 
uice,arſcugrh,by degrees, you ſhould worſhip frange Gods 

and bow downe unto them. Wherfore let no man decewe 
himſelfe, ſaying O this is but a ſmall marter, why ſhou'd 
| any land fo much ypon ypon this? Yea, but this ſmall | 


marrer 


Deut.11.16s 


| The decenfwineſe of Mans ere, | 1p 


fluces be opend the water mult necds runne amaine ? Ifthe | inpoſibile ef 
e be ſet open, the. beficging enemic will enter. What | 244m valeri- 
all we ſay hkewiſc to thoſe that thinke ir no ſuch great nn oagg proce- 


the Idoll, by the odious name of. ;do/arrie: becauſe theſe | 1-Corgto.14. 
 lefler and pettie matters ( as we couutthem ) make way, | 
and paue a cauſey for the greater. Hence it was that 7ob Iob 31.27, 


doring, And becauſe hcrem our hearts- nozably-iuggle, | Advrareed | 
cret, or if my hand hath kifſed my month : Thereby ſhew- | admouere. 


j : GEL je 
reconcilers of ys and the Romanifts , that would haue 
vs yceld in ſome things ynto them? Aſſuredly, if once, the | Patente pores 


| 


: 
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matrer is a ſtrong cart-rope to plucke greater after ir. 


little leauenleanencrh the whole bumpe : A lixcle ſparke of | 


ten kiadles a = fice, deuouring ro deftruRtion. Aſſu- 
redly inthe iuttice of God, puniſhing ſmaller finnes with 
greater, they that make no conſcience of ſmaller ynarruths, 
in time come to haue fo large conſcicnces ; 'and wide 
throats, thar they can ſwallow downe groflecrrours, as it 
were great gobs at once. Hauing falſen to the Deuils por- 
rage, they will ſhortly eat of his fles, and from cat of 


the h#skes of grapes, they will come at length ro cat of the 


themlelues, and from this to the drinking of 75ne 
ce, For whereas ir is onely the commandemenr of 


ic 


| the Lordthat bindes ys in the greater marters,he that hath 
boldly begun to ſhake off this yoke inthe lefler, what is | 


there thar can hold him faſtto the Lord in the greater ? 
_ is verie zcalous in this point, writing vpon 
r 


remonies of Afoſes : But there are ſome that would oner- 
throw the Gofpell of (briſt. why bat, Gaich chat Father, 
theyretaineh the Goſpell, © w they would haue brought 
« un a Tewiſhrite, or two : And yet the Apoſtle foyer zhue 
« that hereby the Goſpellis ſubuerted, ro ſhew, how bur 
{« 2 little thing, being yntowardly mingled, marres all: 
« For as irvthe Kings coyne, he that clips off bur a lictle of 
© his Imageftemped thercon, imbaſerh the whole peece : 
« ſo if 'any ſhall overthrow bur the leaſt parcell of the 
< truth,it is wholly corrupted, from theſe beginnings pro- 
© ceeding #lwayes to worſethings: where are they now 
* who-condemne ys as contentious, becauſe of our diſa- 
* oreement with heretikes ? let them heare what Pax! 


*brought im buta little innovation. So dangerous did 


— 


crrour, becauſe of this decir, whereby the whole truthis 


D ry 
4 


[ 


e words of Pex, concerning thoſe that vrged rhe ce- 


«© faith, _— that they didonerthrow the Gopel!, who | 
this holy man hold it, to yee!d, though never ſo little, to. 
ſecretly yndermined : We would not gize place finth Part, 
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ws 
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"per one hoe, ro Moſaique ries, wrged by the 
alſe Apolile;, rhar the eruth of rhe. Goſpel (indangered 
belike by thoſe rites) might conrinae, If we ncuer (Þ little 
ſip of the cup of errour, we (hall drinke our fulldraiight, 
| yea, wee ſhall goc on in caroufingrill we be drunke there- 
| with, If wee begintencuer ſo lirtle to nibble ypon theſe 
nk wee ſhall fill our ſelaes with them, and ear till wee 
urſct. 


| deceirfull oncly mmazrrer of doQtine, but alſoof /5fe and 
| conucrſation, 'Witneffe the many ces of Gods 
children; v-ho; winking at fmallcr finnes, have beenplun- | 
ged intogreater, and yet (ſo cumningly and cloſely is this | 
| deceit carried) they haue nor eſpicd the change : For that 


erace, that,ir is i le; liketo that of the corne, where | 

the ſee4 ſprings and growes, firſt the blade; thenthe exres, | 
then the full corne, the husbandman ot Knowing how, 

| may as trnely be ſayd concerni of uv icket- 
neſſe:., After:tharthe ſmaller 

| atddarxcttare oncereceiuet into our hearts, they ſhoot 

| forth, and-ſtill riſe higher and higher, withourout feeling | 

or diſcerning, becauſe of this creeping, ſtcaling,and deccit- | 

| full pacc.of ane, whereby, ſtep by ep, Þy little and lir.. * 

tle, it aſcendeth vpin vs, tilt it 


| fallen. For we, becaufe wefall by degrees, 6urhearrsde« 
ceirfully getting rh /erle, doe norſo well perceiuc how 
farre we arc fallen, riff we ealt backe our — high 
hill where we ftood beforcand theii we ſee how miſera 

' wehane beenededeimedy).: 2 060973 2, [204987 
any ofthy-infirmaitics, as Zos of his 7/647, Ob i Hor this « 
lictirune? May nos beweſporiead whtsfor thislittle,fo' 


mn m— ar + 2 
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| 


| gogoftcther?: may] nk 1nine<ye libertie £6 \vin- 
114 = | * d 4 
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Fn 


Neither is this perſwaſion from the ſmalneſſe ofthe fin, 


the 
s of this. vnhapp-ie rw | | 


cometo his full height. E 
" Hence that admonition;  Remernber from whence thow rt | Apoc.zg. 


which our Sexzour ſpeaketh concerhing' the growth of | Mark 4, 26,27, 
2 .. ; 
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Non obtinebis 
vt definat ſs 
inciperes permi- 
ſeris. Imbecillis 
eſt primo, &<. 
vires dum pro- 
cedit par at, ex- 
claditur facili- 
| HS GUAM expelli- 
tar, facilim non 
recipiuntur 
quamexeuut. 
Scn,Epiſt.c16, 


quatenus longe 
producitur, nec 
oi vis fnem 
accipit, 7bid. 


der a lictle if wanton-glaunces ? may Lnotlooſc the reines 
to rpy tongue, to friskeit out alittle inſome idle and laſci- 


them leauc to carric-me to ſuctraud ſuch places ? may 1 
not decall this,- ſo I doc no morc, ſo Ibreake not our into 
the outward acts of yuclcanneſſe ? No more, © foole? 
How cauſt thou chuſe but docmore ? Thinkeltthou adog 
will runne away from thec, as long as thou caſteſt him 
bread? or that flax will not conceine flame, when thou 
purrelt fire thercro? or that thou canſt-carric burning 
coalcsin thy bolome, aud not be burnt? No, no. It once 
thou haſt let looſe the reines of theſe mad horſcs, thou 
maylt .not looke to ſtay them when thou wouldeſt, If 
once thou giuett leaue to thy corrupt affeRions to be- 


ward they raiſe vp their ſpirits, and get ftrength in go- 
ing. Eaſier it is to keepe them ont then to thruſt them our. 
Heare not then theſc cunmng ' infinuations of thyheart, 
oh but a /zttle idleneſſe, but a {5tr/e wantonneſſe, a /rtle 
fooliſhneſſe, and then we hane done : oh but this /5rr/e 
Kretches it ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat gocs a great way, 
end will not ſtay where we would. The Prouerbe is falic 
here, IModicurs non nocet : eA little hurts not. Yes, a 
little hurts a great deale. Litele finnes vſhergreat ones, 
and bring chem igto the cloſets of our hearts. . And here 
bebold a notable pecce-of cunning fraud in theſe craftic 
hearts of ours. In perſwading andinucigling vs to-fin;they 
vrge hard thatitis but a /ztrlethey craue : what will you 


yeelded them, then they tell ys, thathaving doneſo much, 
it makes no-great matter, ibhdvw we goce alittle furrhir : 
Wececanoot bee much worſe then-wee are. As when wee 
have miſpeurſ , 


} ſons thys with.ys« 


Ra. A ob ? 


> - 
o— Mt 


uious ſpeeches ? may I not vnſhackle my fcer, an:{ giue * 


oinne to play their parts, thou ſhalt hardly. make them 
| giucouer, Though at firſt they be butweake,' yct.afrer- 


— 


— — 


— 


Rickewith-vs for ſo-lircle? bur-when this licele is once | 


part of che day int idlebefſe;then-irrea- | 


| -. canſtl 


| increaſed by beginning to fin. For as everie good worke 
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canſtdoe no great good with the remainder : it were euen 
beſt to bee idle ſtill, The like may bce ſayd in the matter 
of lying; rheeuing , vncleannefſe : When wee haue bur 
yeclded alittle, then our hearts tell vs, wee haue cracked 
our credit wich that wee haue done already ; wee are as 
good goe forward now, as ftandl ill, Hence it is, thar 


haue ſo luſtily laſhed on : As acob in his lying to his Fa-. 
ther 1/aack,, firſt, I am Eſax, &&c. then being demanded | 
how hee cameby his veniſon ſo quickly, hee goeth fur- 
ther, moſt indignely abuſing the holy name of God him- 
ſelfe, The Lord thy God brought it ta my hand. So Saul 

in his ſwearing and curſing : firſt, Car/ed be the man that 
eateth food till night : then, As the Lord lineththat ſa- 
neth Iſrael; though it bee Tonathan hee ſhall die. And 
againc, God doe ſo, and more alſo vnleſſe thou dic the death 
Ionathan. So Peter, fromone deniall, ruſhes on toa ſe- 
cond, a third ; and from a fimpledeniall, to a deniall with 
execration. Oxer ſaooes, oxer boots, as welay. So like in 


\ 


this regard are the waters of finnc to thoſe in Zzekze/ 
For they come ſtezling on vs by degrees, and riſe from the 
ankles to the knces,and ſo higher and higher. Yer hercin | 
vnlike, that they ſtay not at the chin, as thoſe doe, bur 
goe ouer head and eares, and drowne vs in perpetuallper- 
dition, We muft then carrie a ſtrait hand ouer our hearts, 
and be as farre from gratifying them in theſe their /52r/es 
of fine, as wiſer Phyfirians are their patiengs, in their lir- 
tles of mcats and drinkes hurtfull. For it fareth with vs 
in ſinning, as incating, where one bit drawes downe ano- 
ther ; though at firſt we purpoſedto eat little or nothing, 
And as we get a Rtomacke,and proucke our appetite, ſome- 
tirnes by cating, ſo is our fitneſſe for,” and defire after finne | 


_-T 


when men haue once begunneto finne in any kinde, they | 0perter gravi- 
ter impudentem 
eſſe, qua ſemel, 


Oc. 


Plal.39. 


increaſerh ourholineſle, and ſo habilitie for obedience, ac- 


cording to that of S. Pal; Being made the ſernants of God | 
| M 


you 


——— 
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Confeſſ l.9,c.8. 


Primoribus la- 
bris ſarbebat 
EX'gHWHM. 
Itaque ad illud 
modicum quoti- 
diana modica 
addendo, que- 

| niam qui modi- 
ca neg/igit pau- 

« latin dectdit ; 

+ in cam conſuc- 

tudizem lapſa 

erat wt prope 

tam plenos mevo 

1 caliculos inhj- 

3 anter bauritet. 


Confeſſ” cap, 8, 


St corpus mceunm 
trabitis nun- 
quid &+ ani- 
mum & oculos, 
OCs 

Aders itaque 
abſens &+ fic 


03, & alla fir- . 


rerabs. * 
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| you hawe your. fruit 84 halintſſe : 40 eucrig ſings addech wo, 
| our pollution, leauing behinde ita kinde of Raine in the' | 


ſoule ; whereby ir is rhe readier for further diſobedience. |' 


' Whence it comes to paſſe, that hauing beguaneto ſay yea-|' 


; to ſinne, bur, for a little, wee finde it 10 hard afterward to |, 


| ſay it nay infarre greater matters, and hauing {atisficd the 


{mailer requeſts of finne, wee arc made facre more ealic | 
and inclincable vnto her greater demands-- Hence that 
warning of thc Apolile, Zee not deceined : Emill words 
corrupt good Manners. Your dcceitfull heart will beare. 
cu in hand, that it mattcrs not {o much for words, itis | 
ut a ſinall maiter, what words or phraſes one vies. But 
the truth is, cuill words as ſmall as you make of them, 
{ will bring on cuill decds. 2fonica, eAuſrens mother (25 
| himſelfe reports it) when ſhee was a maid, bcganne to 
[Gp a'lixcle wine, asſhce powrcd it farth-farber Parents : 
But marke what followed ypon this Gpping, ” Daily ad- 
ding, faith «4uFen, vmo ber fuſt litcle, new littles ; 'bc- 
cauſe hce that maketh no bones of ſmall matters, by little 
and little will fall to greater, ſhee came to that pofle, that 
ſhee could with greet grecdine(le draw dry almoti whole. 
cups foll of wiue. Loe what comes. but-of Gpping and | 
kiſſing the cup,: But che.cxample of eF/apwmin,celatcdallo |: 
by the ſame Father, isfarre more remarkable ; who being. | 
h1portuned by his- companions to goe-to thoſtrbloudy 
ſpeQac!es of thegladiatorie cowmbars;at levgth with mich | | 
ladoe bce; _ ye: putpohing, with hnaſeife,- (2nd tek. 
ling wbem ſ@-myck) that hee would kcepe his eyes fhut,: || 
'apd ſobee abſeax, euenavhillt hee was preſent, ouercom- 
ming bogh, þis fricads, by going withthem,/ audall9 the: | 
fights rawhich hee-went withthem, by being bin 2 blinde 
beholder of them; Bur bewg come thither, and vpduthe | 


| 


$665/4270mmma who was ,opcacy 


fall ome hi te My ee Porn ottts; | 
cry, could-no- ex? Kis-c © lating ' 
. tvied them ypon 


that 
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thac bitbajos fight, and fed them with the cruel! plea- 


ſure thereof, Sothat now, ſayes «Auſten, He was not the 
ſame hee that came thither, but one of that multitude to 
which he was come, a right companion of thoſe with whon 
he came. He beheld and, booked on with the reſt, cryed out 
with them, was inflamed with them , and carried thence 
that madneſſe, which wrought in him an itch of returning, 
not onely with them that brought him thither, as a compa- 
nion, but before them, aca Captaine and Ring-leader of 
many others. But = all examples thete 1s norie to 
that of Salomon, The beginning of whoſe ouerthrow 
was from this deceit. It had becnc a hard matter for ſo 
excellent 4 man ar the firſt daſh to haue beene brought to 
that height of defeAtion ; no. No man ſuddenly becomes 
notoriouſly wicked, ſpecially having bzene eminently ver- 
tuous before, bur ſtep by ſtep, peece and peece, here a lit- 
tle, and thetea little. Loe therefore how Salowons de- 
ceirfull heart foyled him, firſt onely drawing him to the 
more immoderate yſe of pleaſures, inthemſelues lawfull, 
perſiwading him yer that he ſhould ſtill, together with the 
vſcof them, retaine his wiſdome, his pictic. But in the 
cucnt it proued otherwiſe. As the Joue. of pleaſures 
went in, ſo the loue of godlinefſe went out; by degrees 
his zeale cooled, his forwardnefſe flaked. The exce/ize 
vſc andloue of lawfullpleaſures, brought him firſt to a de- 
feTinelone of Gods Word, and from thence to the louc 
of vnlawfull pleaſures in women ; andtheri bodily adul-, 
teric brought him at length to ſpirituall, cuento fearcfull 
Idolatrie, as is obſerued ah. | 

Our wiſdome then mult be to take heed (as the Apo- | 
file admoniſheth) of this deceirfulneſſe of ſine, leſt wee 
bchardned and habituated in finne. For a and hard- 
nefſe in finge comes not at firſt, butby degrees, when, by 
receiuing the ſeed of euill and enticing thoughts ,” wee 


ile qui venerat, 
ſed UV 22s de tar- | 


Speftiiit, cle- 
mauit, txar(it 
abAFulit inde (4- 
cum inſaniam 
quis ftimwlaretur 
redire non 14%- 
illis 
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Heb.3.13. 


Iam.1.14,15+ 


come to concclue, and then,as /ames ſheweth,/uſt hawing 
| wi eComenn M 23 - conceiued i 


wn. et 


——— 


— 


wc ——— —_—_ 


_ — 


i — —_— 
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libidiniſatta eft 
conſult tudo os 
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dini non reſiſti- 
tur falta eft ne- 
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—— - | concninad, foune is brought forth, and being brought forth 
is perfetHy, by daily prattice, which bringech v5 


and cuſtome neceſſitie : So that now wee are- miſerably 
inthralled to finne. Sith then wee cannot well bee 1id of 
this gueſt, if once entertained, let ys bee warie how wee 
enter into the leaſt parlcy with hiny: fince when weeare 
once entred but a little 1nto this Countrey, wee know 
not well how to get out; it is beſt for ys not to come necre 
ſo much as to the confines ani borders rhereof, Ir is not 
good comming within the reach of the Lyon, for feare 
of being caught. Neither is it 


| 
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ood to come neere. the | 


bankes fide, for fear of falling (bry/oſtome tels.vs, that | 


things ſceming indifferent, that may toule and draw vs 
on to finne : And hee inſtances inlaughter, and quipping, 
and. delicious feaſting , from whence hauc flowne many 
miſchiefes. [Theſe indifferent things, at Icaſt ſo ſecming, 
hee accounts the edge of the hill, and bids vs take heed 
how wee vſethem.. And intritth though ſuch things may 
ſceme nothing, yet there is much deccit and danger in 
them : They are like E/ias his cloud, which at firſt ſcemed 
\Tic little, no bigger then ones hand, yet by and by it 
ouer-{preads the whole skie,and cauſcth a daſhing ſhower, 
Wherefo e, as the P, ophet, in thefirſt 1iſing of the cloud, 
bade the King hic him to his chariot, to aucyd the tem- 
peſt, ſo muſt wee, rorclee the davger of a great tem- 
peſt, cu-n- intheſe Co little cobds, fl:c.to our ſhelter pre- 
{cn ly. | 

The Tewes b-rng forb'd Icn to make covenants with the 
Genules, they alſo cbſtained ſrom drinking with them, 
becanſc that was accr-mony wed in{triking of couenants, 
and ſo.it migkt have drawnethem on thereto ; And Exe 
having recciued a commangement from God, onely not 
toeat, ſryes ſhee muſtnot Toxch the fruit of the tree; of 
knowlcdgeof good and euill; For touching might haue 


drawnec 


| itis a ſaferule, not onely coauoyd finne it ſclfe, but allo | 
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drawne on taſting: The like warinefſe if we ſhall vſc,then 
may we eſcape this deceitful [nare of our talſe & fraudulent 
hearts. Orherwilſe,if we be too roo regardlefſe of ſmaller 
matters, of the occaſions aud preparatiues to fin, quickly 
ſhall we be caught. And as inthebody little pricks ofa pin 
negle&ed,haue bred wrancklings in thefleſh, and thence 
worſe matrers-haue followed, euen death ir (elte at laſt : ſo 
here in the ſoulc,our connivence and ouer-tauourable in- 
dulgences to our fmaller fins, cannot bur inuite & call, yea, 
and with a magneticall kinde of attraQtion forcibly draw 
yo ys further and farre more dangerous miſchicfes. 
The third deceit is, to tickle our affections, and ſet our 
defires a flont, by preſemting vnto vs the meere and pure 
pleaſure of finne. For howſoeuct the pleaſure of finne be a 
painefull pleaſure,” a ſowre-ſweer;z which hath much bir- 
ternefſe mived; yet our hearts cunningly hide and con- 
cealethat. The fleſh by vehcmencie of temprarion raiſerh 
ſuch clonds, that the light of our vnderftanding is taken 
away; 25in Dawid in his adulterie, the fleſh did ſo poſ- 
ſefſehim with the apprehenſion of the preſent lectins. 
ble delight of his finne, that hee could not thinke of that 
ſhame, that gricfe, thoſe wounds of conſcience, thoſe bro- 
hen bones, thoſe ſharpe corretions that were to follow. 
Thus the Deuill dealt with our Sauiour, hee ſhewed him 
the world, and all the glorie thereof: bur there was alſo 
much griefe as well as g/orie in the world ; bur hee would 
ſhew him none of that. So there is farre more gall and | 
birternefle, then hony and ſiveernefſe in finne ; yer our de- 
ceirfull hearts will not let vs take any notice thereof : like 
the [raelites, that could remember the fleſh-pors and oni- | 
ons, but not the brickes, nor the bondage of ef gype. 
Thus we diuide that of Salomon, Goe to young man, let 
thy heart cheere thee in the dayes of thy youth,5-c.lupprel- 
fing that which followes, But kyow that for all this, God 
will bring thee to indgement. Thus the impure wanton de- 
M 2 ceiuveth 
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- cezacth himaſcelfe, who harkoeth;rothe ſweet voice of the 
fatterivg barlot.. Sro/ze watersare ſweet ,and the bread of 
deceit is pleaſant : But be knowes not, ſaith Salomon, that 
the deadare there, and that her gueſts are im the depth of 
bell. This deceit is much like to that of boyes, hiding a 
pinina faire roſe, and ſo pricking thoſe that ſmell to ir ; 
or like that of Tradeſ-men, that ſhew their Chap-men the 
better part of rhe cloth, and hide the worſe. But to deli- 
uer our ſelues from the danger of this deceit, wee muſt, 


"| when weare thus tempted with the ſenſe of preſent plea- 
ſure, caſt our eyes beyond it, and looke behinde ir, to ſee | 


the taile ithathof many ſorrowes and yexations. We muſt 
labour as well to foreſee what is to come, as to fee what is 
preſent, Doth the Deuilſhew thee, as once our Sauiour, 
a-goodly fight of honour, ;glorie, pleaſure, profit, &c. in 
fn? That \ mailt not be inucigled therewith, thoumuſt 
put downe his fight with another ſight of ſhame, terrour, 
torment here and in hell, and other ſuch like attendants of 
fin, which are to be ſeene in the Word... Thinke as well of 
the ſoure ſauce, as of the ſweet meat ; as wellof Z7aels naile 
to picrce our temples, 23 of her milke and lodging to re- 
leeue our thirſt and wearinefle;as well of Dalilahs liflers to 
cut our haire,as of her lap to lull vs aſlcepe 5 as well of the 
pricking, as of the pleaſantneſſe of the hawthornes. The 
Grecke Poer ſacs wituly, If the pine of the head-ach 
were before the plea/wre of the wine, nqne would be drunke. 
If wee could inour. apprehenſion feele the paine of finne 
beforchand, wee would eſcape the ſnake that lics hid vn- 
derithe greene grafſe;-the hooke that lies coucred vnder 
the pleaſant bait. This is $4/omons aduice in the tenywta-« 
tion to drunkennefſe, cucn then when our teeth are (ct 
on water with the pleaſant colour of the wine fprin- 
kling and leaping in the glaſſe, ro remember that yet 
is the end it will bite like a Serpent ,and hutt like a Cocks- 
trice, And ſo in temptation toyncleannefle by the faire 
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ſpecch and alluring beautic of the Harlot, to remember 
that ber latter end us butter 4s Wormewaod , and ſparper 
then any two-edged Sword : For here truely hath place that 
ſpeech of Abner to [oab , Knoweſt thow not it will bee bit- 
terne ſe in the latter end ? Sinne may well bring with it a 
fa'tcring pleaſure in the entry , but ir alwayes cloſes with 
a bitter remorſe in the end. | 

The foutth deceit is , when it perſwadeth vs to finne , 
vpon hope of Gods merciefor pardon. This is a very vſu- 
all and dangerous deceit : Like that of the Deuils ro our 
Sauiour, (aft thy ſelfe downe head-long , for the eAngels 
ſhall beare thee vp : So our hearts to ys ,"caſt"'your ſclues, 


God ſhall helpe you out ; Poyſon thy felſe , here is a coun- 
terpoyſon; Breake thy head, here is a playfter;Surfer, here 
is a Phyſician, An intollerable thing ic is, that the mercic 
of God, the only inviter and prouoker of our obedicnce, 
through the ſophiſtric of theſe naughtie hearts of ours, 


filthinefle, There « = with thee, ſaith the Prophet, 


what? that thou mighte 


of it ſelfe is the only powerfull, and conftrayning perſwa- 


of mercie bec not preſumption. As a man paſſin 
bridge, whuch his falſe Spectacles make to feeme 


M 4 


ol 


implunge your {clues into this or that finne , the mercie of 


ſhould be made an allurer and very Bawde as it were to all 


bee deſpiſed, blaſphemed ? No, 
that thou mighteft be feared. And the loue of Chrift con- 
ftraines Paw! to dutie. Therefore ſee what noble decciuers 
our hearts arc, that cat make thatan enticer to finne, which 


der to godlineſſe : Bur let them take heed leafttheir hope 

y OUCT A 
| drake 
then indeed it is, being thereby deceiued, goes beſides the 
| bridge, and ſo is drowned: fois it with thoſe , Whoſe de- 

ceirfal hearts make the bridge of Gods mercielarger then 
it is, they are in danger of falling beſide it , into the waters 
of cternall deſtrution, For though Gods mercie bee of 
' the largeſt extent, yet it is bounded with his truth. And 
therefore vſually in the Scriptures we find theſe twocou- 
pled 
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pled together, Gods mercie, and his rr#th. So that Gods 
mercic may notb-e ſuch, whereby his truth in any ſhould 
be nm 6) asit ſhould if it bee proſtitured ir (clic in- 
differently and promiſcuouſly to all, as well the inſolent 
and impcuitent, as thepoore, humble, and broken-hear- 
ted Sinner ; For ynro thelc latter onely is this matter of 
promiſe made : And if to the others the gate of mercy 
ſhould bee ſer open, Gods mercies ( as Salomon ſayes 
of the wickeds , that they are cruell mercics) ſhould bee 
falſe and vniuſt mercies : But God neuer yet learned 
ſo to bce mercifull, as to make himſelfe falle , and yn- 
faichfull. 

The fift deceit is, when our hearts, the better to hearten 
vs to finne, plead the neceffitic of living in this World,and 
mayntayning our ſclues and our charges. O we muſt needs 
live, ſay ſome: And” ynleſſe wee doe thus, and thus, (fay, 
breake the Sabbath, lye, ſweare, defraud, &c.) wecannot 
line. E/as vnder this pretence ſold away Heauen: He was 
very hungry, and knowing not how to relicue the neceſſ1. 
tie o” hunger otherwiſe then by accepring of 7acobs con- 
ditions, accepted them : I muſt mayntaine my ſelfe , ſaith 
Eſaw ; Atthis preſent I cannot without ſome food, food I 
ſce none but my. brothers portage; This I cannot haue, 
without I buy it with my birth-right : And thus he decci- 
ued himfclfe. The like deceit wee ſhall ſee in Demerrixes 
the Siluer-ſmich , who pleades hard for Dana , an1the 
worſhip of her Images, by this very argument : Sirs, yee 
know that by this craft wee haue our goods : If Diana 
downe, our liuing goes downe with a. .Thus would Sa- 
tan have begviled Chrift , when in his hunger hee per- 
ſwadcd him to releeue. himſe}fe by turning Rones into 
bread : And indeed to get our bread by falſhood, oppreffi- 
on, wrong, or any indire& courſe, is a kinde of turning 
ſtones into bread : And what good will ſuch bread doe 
v$? Bread made of ones ſhall turne'into ſtones, euen in 

the 
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the very cating. The bread of deccir, though neuer ſo 
pleaſant , yet in the mouth proues but grauell, ſaith $4- 
lomon, Prou.20.17. Andno maruell, It was made of gra- 
uell and ones ; And fo returnes to his firſt ſubſtance. An- 
other remcdie againſt this deceit, is to ſe a greater 
neceſſitie ofour ſoules living both here and hereafter with 
God. . What doelt thou tell me of theneceſſitie of thy li- 
uing here? Theres one onely necefficic for which there 
isno excuſe, and is, not to offend God. One thing ts need- 
full, faith Chriſt, to prouide for thy ſoule againlt hereaf- 
ter, whatſocuer become of this carrionly carkaſe of thine. 
This is the farre greater neceſſitie of the two. It is not 
| then ſimply neceffary for thee ro live here; Orif it were, 
yet not to fius by ſuch wicked meanes, which thine owne 
q vnbelecuing heart ſuggeſteth. Can lines not by bread 
onely, burly euery word that proceeds out of the month of 
God. And the inſt man lines cuen this his temporall litc 
alſo, not by theſe and theſe ſhifts, but by his Faith : And 
that is his meate in the want of other things, according 
tothar of the Prophet, Truſt inthe Lord , and doe good , 
dwell in the Land, and feed thy ſelfe by,or with thy Faith, 
as Tremellins reades it. And thus wee hane handled fiue 
deceits which our hearts yſc in perſwading. vs to finne, 
There remaynes yet diuers other, which we will ſpeake of 
in the Chapter following. t | 


A— 


| Of nine more Deceits in the ſame kinde. 


Herefore to proceed forward with theſe deccits ; the | 
_ deceit is, A pretence that wee will doe ſuch and 
ſuch things (euill and vngodly) onely for trials ſake, that 
by our owne experience wee may the better learne the va- 
nitie of Sinne. For cx2mple, ſome will goe purpoſely to 
ſee Maſſe, to the end as they fay , that they ſecing the. 
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| fooliſhneſſe and filthincffe thercof might lcarne to loath 


it the more. The like pretence is vicd for ſeeing of playes, 
that by ſeeing many filthy fins (which the'Apoſiles would 
nothaue once ſo much as to bce named } repreſented and 
ated on the age , wee ſhall learne to hate thoſe vices the 
more. But God hath appointed better Schoole-miltreſ- 
ſes for the hatred of finne, then the praRicc of ſfinne, Why 
ſhould wee leauc the meanes appointed by God to worke 
this hatred of finne, and deuiſe other meanes of our owne? 
Is this the beſt way to learne Concinencie , to exerciſe and 
trade our ſelues in yncleannefſe'?? Was there cuer any that 


| learned Sobrietic by haunting Taucrnes and Ale-houſes? 


Temperance out of the Schoole of Epicuriſme? Chaſtitie in 
the Stewes ? Ideny not but God, whodraweth Light out 


of Darkneſſe, can heale the wound of che Viper with the |, 


fleſh of the Viper,and can make finne,contrary tohis owne 
nature, to worke ourgood, driuing out one Poyſon with 
another. What then? Becauſe the learned Phyfician can 
heale vs with Poyſon, ſhall wee therefore bee tampering 
with them our ſelues ? So in ſtead of health we may quick- 
ly meete with death. No, Salomon himſelfe was deceiued 
inthis point ; as his Ecclefiaftes ſheweth : And his expe- 
rience may teach vs, how dangerous it is totry-the heate of 
thefire by putting in our finger. Hee gaue himſelfe to a 
pleaſureable delicious life only for tryall ſake, to make 
proofe of it, what was in it, that if hc could not find hap- 
pie tranquillitie of minde, hee might leauc it ſo much the 
more willingly. But alas, how miſerably was hec hampe- 
redin the ſnares thereof? How was hee by this meancs 
drawne on to that fearcfull Apoſtafic in his old age 7 Shall 
not his experience make vs wiſe? Shall any man now 


| thinke hee can now ſafely beare that burthen, which hath 


alreadie broken Samſoxs backe? 
The /e#enth deceit is, when wee ground our libertie, 
which we take of finning , vpon thoſe good,cither graces 


— 


we 
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we haue, or aQtions wee doe; perſwading.our ſclues that a 


many talents of wickednefſe. For as wee can couer in our 
| beedicen many yertues vuder ſome one infirmirie : ſo con= 
trarily in our-ſelues (ſocunning and craftie are our hearts) 
m-ny, not {leighter infirmicies onely, but cucn groſſer de- 
formities alſo ynder ſome one, 
of vertue, rather then yertue it ſelfe. Thus the ciuill man 
thinkes his prophaneneſſe and carcleflenefle in Religionis 
ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightneſſe, and tult dea- 
ling in the things of this life, The glozing hypocrite 
thinkes his zeale in outward profeſſing may bearc him our 
in his vncharitable, ynrightcous, and ynreaſonable dealing 
with men. As if Herod ſhould haue thought his hearing 
of 7ohn a ſufficient privitedge to himfor his Inceſt, Thus 
nobly doe our hearts deceiue ys , making ys beleeue that a 
great heape of chaffe can lie hid vader a little:handfull of 
Corne,thar a little dime Candle light can chaſe away the 
foggic palpable darkneſſe of Egypt. Whereas the contra- 
ric is the rrugh, that our little good is rather obſcured and 
eclipſed with our many and great"euils. As in the Parable 
of the Sower, the thorny ground is ſaid to bring forth no 
fruir. Luke V.1 4. and pee beſbey, verſe ſeuen, it was ſaid 
that the Thornes ſprung vp with the ſeed ;' ſo that the ſeed 
did not periſh in the ground, bur ſprouted forth, and yeel- 
ded ſome fruit; and- yet becauſe , as Marke ſayes, the 
Thornes grew vp, or aſcended , as Matthew ipeaketh, | 
namely, aboue the fruit, therefore the fruit of this ground 
isno fruit: it lyes buried vnder the Thornes , it 1s over- 
topped, and choaked by them, Loe now, the fruitdoes not 
coner the Thornes, but the 'Thornes the fruit. Tris not 
faid there were no Thoynes, becauſe of foie hopeful begin- 
nings of fruit , but contrarily , no fruit becauſe of rhe 
Thornes thriuing , and increafing. Were it not abſurde 


toreaſon thus , what though there bee many poyſonfull 
herbs 


lirrle drammic of ſome goodnefſemn vs will weigh downe þ 


, pettic, happily ſhew | 
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herbes in the pot ? yet there are ſome good oues, and ſo 
the porridge may bee good. Nay, it among many goad 
hearbs, there were but one poylonfull inthe por, aman 
may ſay rrucly , Death is in the pot, yea, that there 
wereno good hearbe init ; becaule che poylon of the one 
hach taken away all the goodnefle of the other. So in-truth 
where there is as one finne nouriſhed: and foſtercd, . all 
other our gracesare not oncly b/emſoed,, but aboliſhed, 
they are no graces. But moſt of all is this deceir dan- 
gerous in the rrue chiliren of God ? When they ſhall 
the rather preſumc in ſome things to finne, becauſe 

are the children' of God, members of Chriſt ? and fo 
cannot bee ſcucred from him , and becauſe they are beau- 
tifed with ſo many excellent graces , whichthey thinke 
willeafily obtainc pardon for ſome {mall deftets. Thus 
were the ſeruants in the primitive Church deceiucd, 
when ypon occaſion of their calling ; they ſhooke- off the 
yoke, andbecauſe they were Gods, fonnes, would no lon- 
ger be mens flaues. And thus would the Deuill haue de- 
ceiued Chriſt, when hee would haue had him preſumed 
vpon his mo, of being the ſonne of God, - and there- 
upon haue caſt himſelfe downe from the pinacle of the 
Temple. Matr.q,6. This deceit is ſo much the more la- 
mentable , in that theſe conſiderations ought rather to 
bee þridles to reſtraine vs from finning, and ſpurres to 
pricke ys on to further grace, and obedience, For the 
more - honour God hath giuen vs, the greater care 
ſhould wee haue to maintaine it, according to that 
of Paul: walke worthy of that high calling. Should 
ſuch a man as 1, ſaith I ehemie goe into 4 Temple 
ro line? Againe, haft thou ſome graces, ſome good 
things in thee? O then diſgrace them not with finne, 
but make them as gracefull as thou canſt, by adding 
vnto them what is wanting , that ſo there may bee 
a ſweet proportion , and comely' conueniencie in the 
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| {piricuall bodie,pf grace. For as. it were an abſy {pcechtg 
lay, Lhaue all bore parts of my bodic —_— Ay og 
ly, legg2s, banls, ..cycs,, lippes, cheek26«cherefore it 
marter> not for my deormed and-miſhapen noſe;. no 
bodie can fee this blemiſh, among ſo many: ornaments; 
yes y they wall ſee it, and-macke it ſo-much therather, | 
and the detormitic,: of thy. - noſe is made: more cone | 
ſpicuous by the confor mitie of thy other members . {o 
alſo alike abſurd is it. to perſwade our ſelues;; that | 
becauſe of ſome ornaments. in our! ſoules, the many | 
monſtrous cnormiries thereof. will ibee.cvranked- ar. Is » 
any woman fo fooliſh. as to thinke/\bxcayſe/;her foce 
is verie faire, and beautifull, therefore ſhe-may: ſpecke- 
and ſport it here and there with mire--and dirt ?2- Or 
becauſe her cloathes ſhine and gliſter , therefore ſhee 
may Raine them? Whereas the faircr;the face; and 
the garment , the greater/is; che) drſgrace ofthe ſpot, 
and Raine. So alfo, would any tan becſaſcucelefſe, as'; 
. to thinke thus, becauſe I-hauc. a good ſure , good ſtoc- 
kings, cloake, and band, therefore I may well cough pur | 
on an old duſtic, worne, and torne hat, Nog this will duſ- | 
g-acc all the reſt of his furniture; and it would be nothing | 
ſo great aſorcinthe eyes of rhe beholders, this Coubler | 
and hoſe were tagterred, his ſhooes muftie; his ſtackings | 
broken, &c. 
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ſome good dceds,, as prayer, confeſſion, almes,'&c. The 
couetous man ſces a prey, ſomerichbootic, whereby hoe - 
may benefirehimſelfemuch, inthe ininrie an4oppreſſiono? | 
his neighbour. Yea, buthis conſciencetels him; oppreſſion | 
is finne; how thzn may hedo it? His deceirfull hcart ſugs- | 
gefteth, that if afcerward heb2 a tle more bountifull 
jn-giving of almes , hee hl] mike an aboundant rec- 
compence ' for his finncsy 'and fo bids'him Ricke no \ 


longer 


The eight deceit is, when we preſume the rather to finne, | VI1LDeceir, 


becauſe wee thinke to make amends for it afterward by Hope of ma- 
king amends 


| afterward, 


CELTICS 


| Dicit mibi rap- 


De verb. Apeſt. | 


—— 


wn | 


on... 


ſer.21 tom.10. 


tor reruns alie- 
narum, one. 
Agapas ſacit, 
viIntlis in car- 
cere, &c. 
Dare te putas, 
t oller, e zoli, & 


1) 
. 
: 


[ 


| Parce dammis 


meis . 


{ 


'L,Sam.1515, 


| 


is 


Qrm__—_—_——R— 


ſtrangers.To whom he anſwerert. Thok thinkeſt thou go- 


| © giue; if nor, better for thee to gratific none, then to gratc 


| ward we willpay Paul cberwith.This ind of deceit ſcemeth 
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lonber-e? the mittee. Inthis 6iid pattiartir, Auſten both 
Hh Geceit yeric no 


propoundethy, nd diſcoucreth t 
The extoytionen, Faith he, [arch thas vat we, 1 an not ts 

the rich mann the Gofpell, I feaſt the poore , I ſend ſuſte> 
nance to the priſoners, THoubh vhe naked: 7 entertaine the 


weft. © Do noruke away, and thot haft given. Hereioy- 
&© cerh to. whom thou halt ginen : but he weepeth, from 
«© whom thou' haſt taken away. which of theſe two 
<< thinkeſt thou: will God heare? Thou faiſt to himto 
<whom the giuea-, bethatiketalt for char rhou haft 
<recciudd: bur 6n whe other fide the other manfaith ; F 
4 moatne forthiatthon haſt taken away : God: he ſaies to 
« thee, foole, tbade the giue,but not folkes goods, 
© Know: thoutfoote , of thy {poiles and rapines giueſt 
< almes, burwhan thou ſpoileft a Chriſtian, and robbeft 
© him , thou robbeſt Chriſt himſelfe. And if they ſhall 
© bec ſent to: helt that did not cloathe Chriſt (that is, a 
<« Chriſtian) when naked, what place ſhall they haue in 
© hell that made him naked whetd he was cloathed ? Here 
&* happily. chow wilt ſay ,. thou ftri 4 Pagan, and 
<< cloathelt a Chriſtian : Euenhere will Chriſt anſwer thee, 
© gh ſparc to dammifie me z For when thou art a Chriſtian 
< doeit thus opprefſc a Pagan, thou keepeſt him from be- 
* comming a Chriſtian, If thou haſt then of thine owne, 


< ypon any. So farrc- Auſten, excellently ſhewing the 
groſcneſle of this deceit , that we way rob Peter , Sf fer 
to haue c Saul tothat his diſobedience, inreraining 
the fattefFoftheneAmauliksresflockes. Heethought belike 
the Raine thereof would cafily bee waſhed our with the | 


bloud ot hisfacrifice, whereof he ſpeakes ſo much after | 


ward to Semnth, The people rabhess to offer to the Lord 5n 


. 
. 
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— 
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' watcr will purge away all the fchineſſeof her Toft; 7 haze: 
peace offerings (laith' ſhe, incouragiyy her {elſe and her 
outh in ther finnes ) at home, and [ bane paid my vower, 
his feemes al{s ro h#uebechethe decett of hc Pharaſces, 
"as ſome read RN pack: Te pine ales (nam of | 
voodes gotten by riphne*ak pillage) and this all will bee | 
cleane, the blot'of your yniulfice you thinke it ſufficiently 
waſhed away. A horrible thing,” to thinke rhar God will 
_ bee _—_— , and made to winke atour finne : No, | 
He that offereth'tv the Lavd ofthe yoddr of the poare'\ %; 4 | 
be that fac crifietth tothe Soune before the Vather, © 
But her' is a double deeeit, Firſt, that we can fatisfie for 
our ſinnes by any of our workes, Secondly, That therefore 
wee may boldly fire. For firft, fa he thou couldeſt 
+ fatisfic God forthe 7 which thy hn doth'to him,maift 
| thou therefore rr offer wrong and viglepce to bim? 
. || Won[deft thoi thinke thy titiglhibour mighr Bwfutty feale 
from thee, if after he 'would make ſome rettityrion? Or 
 breake'thy head, ifafreche word fmt rf nn 
then itisnot fo, that 'any workes'of Hediehceranſirisfic 
for thy former diſobedience 1f choir bourel to a'man 
ihrw fenera]l bonds for br - ahd Hauing 
forfeittd one; ſhouldefF'afterward pay the other”? woulali | 
thou beſo foolifh as to thjnke thar ”7 payifip this latter, ; 
| thou hadſt ſufficiently difcharged the fotmer 7 If a ſeryant, 
| hautno On one weeks , ſhould penully Nooae 
CX 


| all the next, wouldhis maſter yet tridurt Him pleading the! | 


C— —— 


__ Phe hcenfullaonp "any mal” | 


Peckfe3.4, 


— _ -- os 


| weekes diliggite,as —— ofthe forimers |' 
-negligerice?NoFFot it was his cutie to 14bour bath weeks: | 
So the obedience thiqn performeft to'God is # debt due to |: 
' hun; rtibucanſtnor pay gpe debr'wi another, TFa Chap- 

{ man, bing gov long lhe Miichiied bbakes' hol 
at length pay fo? thar he tookeÞaſtad he therefore facified | 
for all that was taken before? An yer this þ5 che foppith ; 

- deceit, notof the Papifts onely, bur of many of  gur felies | 
. 4 "IDES. M ERR | ———A—_ 
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T be weceigfulnelſe of Mays Beats |. 


alſo ( for natyrally there is muchof che popiſh leauen in 
vs)to thinke ghar if after we hauz fwned, we befor a while 


I X, Deceir, 
Prerence of 


inſuing good, | 
; wÞ: 


Nemo ita per- 
Plexus tenetur 
ner duo vitia, 
quin exitus 
pateat abſq; 3+ 


reading, hearu g, and ſuch-ike exerciſes , rhea all is well | 


in their opinion neere an cnd) ſhould bee vpheld, and pre- 


alittle yiore carcfullchen ordinary , of pcayer , confeſſion, 


2gaine : But, Sq/omoncls.vs , that the ſacrifice of the wic- \ 
ked.is abhomination' to the. Lord : And thercforethe cx - 
crciſes of godlineſſe performed by ſuch as wallow in finne 
without.repentance, pa his wrath... ... 

The ninth deceit, is when we perſwade ourſelues to the | 
committing of ſome fine, ypou repentatice, cither of 
the conſequence of ſome great —- which othcrwilſc 
cannot be had; or the prevention of ſome greatcr cuill, 
which otherwiſe cannot bee auoided. Hence that de- 
ceicfull rule, of two emils chooſe the leaſt. Lot was 
caught in this ſnarc, when hee would haue redeemed the 
greater finne; of _the . Sodomites/| againſt his gueſts 
with. the Jefle againſt his daughters ; whey hee would 
haue preuented Sodomie, by permiſſion of adulteric. 
So Hered hauing {worne to gratifie the requeſts of that 
dancing Minion, far he auoiding of the Sandsg ruſhes 
ypon the Rockes; preucuting perixree,, as he thought, 
by mwxther, But the truth is, a, manis never ſo incom- 
palled betwixt two cuils, y bee may ;finde an. out- 
going without a third. Now as concerning the hope of 
ſome good that may enſue ; here Zors daughters were 
caught , as well as their\father.in the former: For when 
they fell into. rhat foule abhomination of inceſt 'in all 
likelihood this. was that which preuailed with them, 
a hope they had chat by this meancs in their Fa- 
thers poſteritie , the Church, of God ( otherwiſe in 


ſerucd : And avag nothere.apood!ly colour , ro commend 
inceſt voto. them, the tion of the Church from 
ruine ? - But had;pat. eAbrabamas good a colour for 
to hauc\ſparcd 1/aac, contraric to Gods commande- 


ment | 


PT Th. — —- ow 
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| The decgighningſe of Mans Hears: 


{ 


ike 


racpt? Rug or a0 thatithey had, the prefaruation and 
uazion of all; the cleft g which Rapnight. fearc-would 
Mcſliab muſt come, And jndred, if Abrahews had got had 
a ſound heart indeed, here had becye/ fir place for this de- 
ccit., The leapers were thus deceiued,, when comrary £0 
Chritts comman:/cment , They deuulged the Miracle, of 
thcir, healing ;; Thejr ,xeaſon ,vyas! 50 declare Chrilts 
y ,..3þ9 their owne, thankefylnefſe. Bux they ſhould 
c Icarned, 'that as when God..commands things 
otherwiſc, jo. bidden , then, they. ate; Ro; finnes-;,'25: 1n 


iviſe commanded, then they: are. no-parts of obedience, 


ouerthrowiug pf the Philiſtians,, hee forbade the peo- 
k to cate any, thing c£ill che ouening; 'So- Rebecea , when- 
br gaiuing 2 þlefling ;; ſhe taught-her ſonne now to lie. 
e Auer makes mention of ſorne that juſtifice the; reading | 
of the immodelt , aud laſciuious writings. of the hea- 
then Poers wato. yoang beyes ;; by the!good that-comes 
of it , namely; the fining at ahe rongue. the poliſhing 
of the ſpecch.' That which is gdod is precious indeede, 
and according $0. Sa/omens rule, wee are to buy it, 
| buy yer nox to our. diſaduantages: withthe lofſe onely 
| of. worſe things ,., not, of, bereet things'/then; that, wee 
buy. Wee muſt,not þuy eloquence , anti*yood words fo 
dcarely , as with che lofle ofa on/crence : wee muſt 
not.redeeme our lutle-finger with the> loſe, of our eyes. 
| For as excellently Auftery, Good wordr arenet more eafily | 
| learned \by- theſe filthy writings: but fulthineſſe is more 
confidently pratiifed by reafon of thoſe words. Whatſocuer 


4 
4 


nothing to that hurt wee do to our owne ſoules in fin- 


eAbrahams<ale.; lo. when bee, forbidderh-ahings. ochcr- 


| wharfocuer plaufible perſwations wee way frame to our | 
| Plus Sax! alſo was thus gecciued , when forthe better | 


' good it is wee may thinke to come vnato by Gnning, it is | 


| 
| 


1 


| 
1 
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1,520,14-24, 


Confci.i,16. 


Hinc werba diſe 
cuntur, bing & 
loquentia, Orc. 
Pro.23-23. 


| 


Non 97mino per 
| banc turpitudi- 
nem verba ifta 


cuntur, ſed per 
hec verba tyur- 
pitudo bas con- 


£ YAIKY. 


ning. It were madueſſe to; looſe a thouſand Pound, to 
N gaine 
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commodinus diſ- : 


fi demiius perpe- ; 


| 

J 
| 
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| 


- 


pxine © hunddieth? auch- more 40 looſe ir for” tiothing, 


_ - 
ts a. Dt. 


of thas (hoped for handreth; -So ir! is Here"iry this 


decdit. 1n notfinhing; when we-are tempred;, there ts ant 


vnſpeakcable good 


: now when wee fine ypon hope of 


ſome great good , firſt wee looſe the good of abſtaining 
from finne ,- of keeping our {elires pure from that de» | 


. vittingly looſe. *Nowtha good 
This wee wittingly looſe. "Now that great wee 

thinke to winne by ah lofle , is in compariſon with this, 

butas a-dramme to talcnt,' This were bad cnough one 


| wouldrhinke :-ytr” here-is nor all, For beſides the loffe 
| weepurpoltly pitrour ſelues'vnto , wee loofe affo that we 


heped "to gaine'by this lofſe, both the talent and rhe 
drammeto. As Saxl, whenby his wicked execration ,-and 
cruell prohibirion' of food to the people, he thought to 


| haue furthered the viRtorie againſt the Phyliſtians *jn- 


deede, he hindered it,, as - Jonathan obſcrued : For if the 
people had not beene out of heart for want of foode , they 
might fare more valiantly haue' purſued their adverſaries. 
And fo itfarethwith vs , as with the dogge inthe Fable, 
thar letting fall the fleſh that was in his mouth, to catchat 
theſhadow thereof , tot both that' he had, and that hee 
thought to haue had , both ſubſtance and ſhadow too. 
For indcede that which wee procure by finning . is 
rather a ſhadow'of good, then any true good. When 
we doe cuil! that good'may come thereof, though the 
the thing it ſcifo bee poo , yet to vs it is not . Our 
ſinne in procuring it 

were well thought of by ſome , they would not ſodeceiue 
themſclues, asrhey do, in vfing baſeſhifts, and vndireR, 


| and vnhonct courſes, for the inriching of their ſtare, 


ypon pretence of doing good to the Church, whereto 
they 'ay chey ſhall thus bee enabled , Trell ſuch , thar the 
good which thus they doc tothe Church, in themisno 
good , but turnedinto finne* For as in Job itis ſaid, that 


we 


—— 
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—— 


ath altered the nature of ir. Tf this | 


| 


we may. not. {5s tor God, ſo- nenher may wee opprefie; 
defend; or:do any! other evilk; eichier' tor God" op) the 

Church of God. Hee: knowes /how: to prouide for his 
Church without thee, He will not beehonomed with"the 

ice of a dogge, anda whore. Hencods notthy verrucs, 
muchleflechy fares. ,cither for his owne- gloric j or his 
Churches. Neuecr-fcare), ' that cither 'of "theſe * will fall 
downe , though they ſeeme neuer ſo much to ſhake , vn- 
leſſe thou( as onoce Vz2zuh his hand to ſauethe Arke) pur 
vnderthe-proppeoftthy- func. But againſt this deceit for 
cuer remember that golden rule 'ofche Apoſtle, we may 
wot doe exill,( no not the leaſt) that good (though the 
greateſt) may come thereof. 

The tenth deceit is, when we therefore preſume to: por 
oninour:funcs, becauſe our meaning is, if wee: may - 
lecue our hearts; 2o continue alſo in the praRtife of godli. 
neſſe,asit were parting tikes betywixt God and the Diuell. 
If our hearts ſhould perſwade vs fo to inthrall our ſelues 
to ſinne , aswholly torenounce Gods feruice, and ſhake 
off his-yoke,:this would nor fo cafily bee granted. But 
now when'they bearc vs in hand , thar (till wee ſhall 
continue -Gads ſeruants, . Notwithſtanding our ſeruice 
performed to 'finne., wee quidkely apprehend this, and 
thinke this wit be fine, if wee can both plcaſe God, 
and our owne- naughtic hearts roo. This was Sa/omons 
deceit , in his firſt declination, when hee began ouer- 
much to hearken to the inchantme2nts of pleaſures; 
that for all his pleaſures, hee would 11 continue his 


former exerciſe of pictic. Bur whea: oncc hee had gone | 


thus farre, to admit of ſuch companions with God, in 


inthe ſcruice ofhis heart, they could nor long endure Gods | 


partnerſhip, aor yer God theirs, and fo Salomon at length 
oucr the {cruice of God, and ſerued idols. Neuer then 

et vs thinkerhatwe can ioyne. together things ſo mfoci- 
able godlineſſe/ and wickedneſſe, ir is' a hard matter to 
| N 2 exerciſe 
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| 


Deur,24.r6. 


Rom.z. 


X, Deceit, vr- 


ging of our 


purpoſe ſtill 


to continue 


godly. 


| td >. Adis. A EE * 


dren. Amt 
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| XI. Deceir, 
from humane 
law on our 


fide. 


Mart. 19.28, 


| 


— — ————— 


— 


The. dectirfuline(ſe of Mayne: Haart:” 


exerciſe oveo leuerall:Tiades:| mach) moreaworſuchkcon- 
trarie trades, 2s theſetwo, Neucrtrr letys be fo grofla) as 
to thinke we-can reconcile things. altogether'irveconcilez 
able, God-andSzran :' yee cannot ferue rwo. contrarie 
Maſters, God aud Afammon,” God and Bacchus God and 
Venus.Tbe /Mavwmeon;ftflattercth hinucife m bigworldhi+ 
nefſc, becauſe be purpoſetlr ſtill tro continue his zealeand 
forwardneſle. in Rehigion. Bur this is unpofſible; For how 
can ſuch a worthy princcſſe as Grace, indureſuch rogues 


for her bed-fellowes, to lodge with-herin our hearts , as | 


are Coucrouſheiſe, Voluptuoulncile, &c.No, Grace muſt 
baucall, or none. If any Gnne haue bur 'a part, it muſt have 
all. Lo then notable craft. If you. will {ct ſuch and ſuch 
pueſts in to. haue ſome roome, they will not bee 2ny yn- 
quict neighbours: Grace ſhall enioy her roome Kill, But 
when once they are got in, Grace is ſo annoyed] that ſhee 
is faine to depart preſently, And {8 all falls to their 
ſhare 


The e/exenth deceit is, when we ficſh and-confirme our 
ſelues inour fiames , becauſe of ſome humane lawes which 
may ſeeme to fauour them. Though yer indeed, they 
onely roferaterhem , and not a/low them. Thus the com- 


mon Vſurar decciueth himſelfe ; why, the law allowes | 


ten in the hundred : yea, but the law onely Rints, and li. 
mits it toten.in the hundreth , -and ſo farre giues way to 
ie, for the preuenting of a greater miſchicfe, And this 
will not bce cnough ta excuſe the. Vſurer in the Comrt 
of conſtience. Thus the Iewes deceiued themſclues in the 


matter of their Pol/igamy, in having many. wiues; and in |- 


their diuorces for-cuery trifle, They thought CHoſes law 

had allowcd them in theſe finnes. Whereas our Sauionur 

ſheweth, AZoſes onely gaue a tolleration , becauſe of the 

hardneſle 6f their hearts. So in the matter of maimtenance 

for the Miniſterie, many though rich- 4nd/ able; yet 

refuſe to giue any thing , becauſe they: haue' not thoſe 
| : things, 


—_— 
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The dutiofulneſſe of Mana\t9eurr, 


hm 


things..the riches whereof the law requires for this pur- 
poſe, Yet che Law of God is plaine, {et him that is raught 
make bin that teacheth him partakgr of althss goods.) And 
againe, inthe Citic whigh.the other Tribes muſt give the 
Leuices , God would haue this, proportion ito-bee kepr; 
ſuch Tribes as had more Cities in their inberitance ſhould 
part with more : ſuch as had'lefſe with fewer. By the e- 
quitie of which proportion, thoſe that are richer are bound 
to give moretothe Miniſtcrie ; then: the poorer. And yer, 
if this colour of bumaine law will ferue the turne, they 


may give lefſe. For the poorer may haue tithes payable by | 


the Law, when the richer haue none. But Gods Lay re- 


quires , thas according toour abilitic, whether our eſtate 


be in matters titheable,, or not , that matters nor 
God, we ſhould maintainc the Muniſterie. 

The twelfth deceit is , when therefore we flatter our 
ſelues in our finnes, and thinke we may well enough doit, 
as longas wee keepe a moderation in finning , and donor 
laſh out ſofarre as others do. Thus many thinke they neede 
notſticke to ride ypon the Sabboth , though for crifling, 
triuiall cauſes, fo they ſtay an boure by the way to heare a 
Sermon, and donot wholly ſpend it in trauelling , as ſome 
do. Thus many bearethemlelues out in their hard and vn- 
iuſt dealing with the poore , becauſe they yſc not all that 
crucltic they might, and that others do; becanſe they one- 
ly clip off the wosl/, and not the /iwin fleſh: it may bee 
they take but halfe the forfeiture of a band; ir may 
be they reſtore halfe of the worth of the pledge , when it is 
forfeired,. So theeues thinke , if they leave ſome 
money in the trauellers purſe, and let him ſcape 
with his life, which'was in their hands , rhey are fo 


with 


 farre from being. to be accuſed: for their ftealing, that ra- 


ther they are io be commended fortheir mercie, an4 mo- 


 deration in ſtealing. Thus Pawid thongh he followed his 


luſt in lying with Beehſfgebazyct he would nor lyc with her, 
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from our mo- 


deration in 


finning. 
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XIII. deceit, 


wreſting the 
Scripture to 


1 befor vs. 


Obiett. 


Fccleſ.7,18,19, 


explained. 


Anſw. 


Rom.,E,! 2. 


bur beingqurified;aco6Hingrothe Law : Atid tying with 
{ her fo; his dece:rfull heart-made him thinke hee - - the 
dil- 


more ſafely doc it. Bnv this deceit is not hard to 


menial ,\and pet none of moral pyritic® Doththe 
make conſcience of leauing one twelue-pence in the tra- 
uellers purſc, and none of taking 
So in the remitring of halfe theforfeiture, T aske of thee, 


ſhould nor prefſethec to giue the other alſo, tho having 
no more right beforeGod to keepe the one partthen the 
other ?' | 

The thirteenth deceit is, in wrefting the Sctipture, to 
makeit ſcrue our turnc. "And if once onr deceitfull hearts 
can finde the leaſt colour for our finnes there, then runne 
we away with it, and take libertie to finne boldly, Tr ſhall 
not be amiſle to ſce this in ſome particulars, 

Firſt, for libertic in ſinning, prophane ones alledpe that 
of Salomon ; Be notinſt oner-much. So a manmay be too 
forward and precizc, And againe, bee not wicked ouer- 
much, So then a man maybe wicked moderatcly, 

eAnſw. The former words arenot to bee ynderſtood 
of true righteouſneſle, as though there could betoo nujch 


there, but a deuiſed righteouſneſſeof our owne, without 
the Word of God. Such as isthatof the Papiſts inwhip- 
ping themſelues, Therefore: Sa/omen addcs in the ſame 
place; A either be toowiſe. Mike not thy ſelfe wiſer 
then God, jn preſcribing to thy ſelfe a ftrifter righteouſ- 
neſſe, then his Word impeleth vponthee. What then? is 
this to-cry downe the praQtice of truepictie and mortifica- 
tion, commanded in the Word? As for the latter words, 
of not being tos wicked, they dde ner giue vs leaue tobee 
wicked in any ſort, though neuer ſo little, 'no more then 


| giuc liberticto ys, that finne may be 


the Apoſtle, ſaying, Ler nor ſimne raigne, doth thereby 


= 4 


- j 


conered, Doth 'Da#id tndeed make confcietict of Zcre.. | 
thcefe | 


hundreds out of it ? 


ted, fo itraigne |/ 


| 


| 


., 
| 
| 
i 


whethet the ſame reaſon'that makes thee gue one hialfe, | 


_ 
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Toknfuleſ m_y Mens Heati) 


fot; orthen he doch, when the (ayes, 
for downe wpor! y 


ift*beſo, thac we caanor wholly befite from raid 
{which were to be'wiſhed) yet weſhould'not nouriſh ir, 
but laboyrwirk- all ſpeed 10\quench it : ſo alſo here, that 
if it be ſo, wee cannot altogether be free from thotyine of 


widcktdheſe] 'yettharwe [Rould 


'9 


n6furchesatertidwordsto beftretchied. 


rn 
V 44 $f 


Secondly, for comiouing im penicenely in thei ſinnes,) 
they alledge thitof Sumner, The in wi nll Fonen 
fbf nd ſerh apuinc 
of hisfalling into affist:on, Fw, cnn ns Gm rotbtties 
wiſe they vige there? Buechiel At whir timefoextr a 
Per repentt, $6. Bur they fo rgarthavof'S. webs. 0 Garheb; 
He whi 


ardon to ao hereemor ce 
ranch td the freer RS4 uk wy 19 1'is 


Aly, torimixt' danciogef men and women, thaof 
Pres There is atime to tance. Anfl Sulvejoowlh 
y<he 


not of ſixhthings: as _—_ ro doe ay ot oe 
£4 ur; and ce pa hep hadelecre 
as 'cofhe fr = 
of God, There vs al apps ce 
nall decree; for exersr thing 5 qua e's the falv'oub, oth 
cither crofle, or pleaſing ccidene} for otherwiſe thore is 
no ſuch ime, iartdarren a dbwy thi 
wehane, ſo as we are to keepe al ip. AN welds 
Fourthly, for vſutie,thatin the — didlft chew 
not put it forth to the s exchangers; that bune Wine 
wn we'd ade ? Fnſw. Grant rrkirs. 264 in 
athifivu'tothe practice of common and'cruch{ vfurers, yer | 


the Seri doth no morcaltow ofthe common trade of 
[he ;by borrowing a fimilirude of them, then'of inf 


ftice inthe Parable ofthet 'ot of thefs, in 
2Jqmo } 
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Let not the Sunne | 
wrath ,thereby giue libertic tobe an-! | 
ef{ rhe Sinn be (er. But as theto the medhins is jehar | 


fowrla- || 
MHifig our ifiro theexcefle thereof, e cormmotort doep | 
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The decenfalngſe of | Mans Hears, 
ſaying, Chriſt ſhall come rk (ie theefe 1 inche might, or of the 


| Heathens Qlympicke games; in comparing the practice 
| of Ghxiltianigie, z0.thele races 3 or of dancing in char pay 


| rabolicall ſpcecb, Wee baxe piped, ud gee hae not dan- 


. ced ; or of charrmes and incantatiors, ,in lik the wic- 
| kedro thedeafe Adder, whach heareth not the vapes of the 
| luchamers cc. 716193 
' cFifdy; forfaruication,! chains indiffercor, the words 
' of rhe; counſell, 44. 15. . joyning - and col» 
| ſorting it with things indifferent, viz. blond, and chings 
ſrang adv. i via 
nſw. Braereafonof thatconinaRiion was the gene- 
| Folleceoun ahas Fhnexmade of fornication, not the | 
counſelzowne apanign.,. 
. Sixcly, for defiling, arxhe leaſt the outward man with 
idolatric. Vaominy petition, Ged'be.mercifull vnto mee 
when 1 comcints the GeiTinonn got with oy Prophers 
| anſwer, Goe an peace. Ahſw. Thewordsi 


originalh, 
' asforhe lwerned rave obſctucd, may poR—_ Gotbee 


| mercifml{antto me, for I hawe gone into the bouſe of Rum- 
mon,to that Naam nnow: ot 


a 4 64 we to cleaue to 
thetria god; cratcypanrdantor that w 
vo lexwes Forthat eqs tedoe. The word by. __ in — 
ſame ihanderin the theinſcriptionof two Plalmes together: Tn 
the y2. P/a/me, A Plalme:of Danid, after the Prophet 
Nath came to him : Force did not miakechePlalme till 
afrar be had boeneviabdrim $oin'therya. B/almre, 1 
Pſalme of D auid; afterahas Dotpcame, and rrned Saul 
Oh Audio may 54 = 1m cares | 
foria lawleſſe {ibertre to deale with our | 
ovwne age _ ,thaviothe Parable, Aday.] not dee 
wb me 0w ties 7ieft f rhnfes; Is is Gods peechgartd his 
hontbere Privaledge, not thite, who heft aothing imply 
OWNEC: 


- Hh orpdee mining feet toall 


companics, | 


2 OO” OI. 


- ——— 


-_ 


companics, that of the Apoſtle , Vnro'cbe Tewes { became 
as 4 Few, ec. 
nſw. The Apoſtle became as a-lew to the Tewes and 
asa Gentile to the Gemiiles , norin conforming hinaſelfe 
to _ their Impietics,for he neuerſacrificed tothe Gen» 
tile Gods, te make himſclfe. as one without the Law, to 
them that were without the Law ; bur, firſt, inthe vſe of 
things indifferent, ſecondly, in a mercifull compaſſion to- 
werathad ;/ yearning in his bowels ouer their 
ſoules ;-nor in a craftie counterfeiting of their faſhions : 
Hebecommeth as a ficke man to the ficke, not that feincrh 
himſclfe to be ficke of the ſame diſeaſe, bur that miniftreth 
vico him, and with a bemoning minde, thinketh what hee 
would beeglad orhers ſhould doe to him bing ficke, and 
does the ſarne to his brother. Diuers ſuck like wringings 
of uremighr be inftanced in. Bur theſe are enough: 
we a ſay of deecirfulnefſe of our hearts in this kind. 
' © The daft decertis, the inventing of inuafions, how to 
elude fuch argumems, whether from the Scripture, or 
1 from ſound reaſon, as make againſt our finne. To ſhew this 
in ſome parriculars, 
Firſt, When weplucke and pinch the long haire of Ruf. 
frans with that pregnans text, /r 1#4 ſhame for 4 man to 


that itis onely to bee vnderftood of ſuch haire that is as 
| long'as womens : But asit is ſaid of the Pharifies, that 
their PhylaQterics were broad , but the expoſitions of the 
Lawamrow; ſoit may be faid of theſe men; their bajre is 
long, bur their expoſition of this: Scripture is very ſhore, 
| whilesthey reftraine the word, which fignificth ronourifh 

the haire at large , onely to ſucha kinde of nouriſhing as 
women vſe;that let it grow downe to their feet. - Homer 
viing the Apoſtles word, cals the Grecians , nouriſhers of 
| their haire; who yet Ihope did not weare their haire fo 
| long as yomen , that they were faine tobinde it yp. Thus 


4 mn 


- PI 


Weare long haire;Nature it ſelfe teacherh ir. Anſwer is made | 


EY 185, 


1.Cor.g.20. 
opened. 


ſerecordie, non 
ſimulatione ſat- 
lacie fit enim 
laxquam eger 
quis miefirat 
egrots,non cum 
ſe ſebres babere 
mentitur, ſed 
Cul 471110 @01- 
dolentis, &rc. 
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""" . ” 


HpR—_—Y 


Deur, 2245. 


i... 


| ommation tothe Lord : Afcarctull Thunderbolt z But loea 


| nc, 
The- deceiefulneſſe of Mans Heart: [ 
in ſicad of <lippingtheir haire, they chp. the Scripture. 

Secondly, The like ſhift is that which is vie. to decline 


the trokeof Demxr.22. againlt. Stege-players, where che 
man that puttcth on-womens apparel} is-laid;tobee-a1 ab- 


_—y 


Thicker, which ſome of Adams ſonnes haue found to hide 
themſclues,from this thundring yoice.of theLordzand that 
is a corrupting gloſſe , which iaterprets 4t of ſuch onely; 
that weare womens apparell ordsnaridy y and daily, fo 35 
women yſc to doe. Yea, but thewotd is ta pat on, and it 
cannot be denicd but Players put it op-when they a&t wo- 
mens parts: And the ſame word is vied of Davids, put- 
ting on Sax/s Armour, whoyer putit off againe preſently, 


01a reftringe- 
re, fauores am- 
p hares 


| ples, when the negligence of Paftors'is checked with that 


Thirdly, and laſtly, not te exceed inmvukicude of exam- 


exprefſe Commandcment, feed the flocke; that is, faith rhe 
deceitfull hcart , either by thy ſelte or by another And yet 
| Chriſtbiddeth Pererif he loue him,andas hee loves him, 
to feed his ſheepe. Look then how thou arto loueChrift, 
ſo thou artto feed his ſheepe: If thou thinkeſt it cnough to 
loue Chriſt by a Deputie,thcri mayſt thou allo ſafely thinke 
it enough to feed his ſheepe by a Deputrie. Tk 

It might be ſhewed in many other things beſides, how 
full of fqbrill and ſophiſticall wit our hearts are in coyning 
of Diſtin&tions , and deuiſing ſhifts to refiraine hatreds , 
as they call them; that is, the Cornmandements that make 
againſtrhem * Bur the queſtion is, whether theſeDiftinQi- 
ons will goe for currant,or no,beforc God, In theſe caſes it 
is beſt to take that which is ſureſt, and freeſt from danger, | 
No danger at all of finne can there bee , in ncuer putting | 
onof womens apparell, in wearing our haire in the ordina- 
cy ſhortneſſe , in feeding the flocke in our owne perſons. | 
Butthe other matters are doubtfull and queſtionable, Take 
heed therefore, leaſt on thy death-bed thou- make this ' 
| doubt? O what if that were not the meaning of that 


place, | 


-——— 
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Tr" deceiefulmeſſe of Mans Heart. 


T7 


| 


place; feed the flocke, that is, either by thy ſelfe, or by thy 
ſubſtitute ? How if Chrift meant onely feed 
ſelues, in our owne perſons ? How then ? Whoſeeth nor, 
thar when death commeth , then all our quirkes of wit, 
whereby we ſoothe our ſelucs in our fins, vaniſh away as 
ſmoake? Venter not then to leane ypon ſuch brokenſtayes, 
which will ſurely faile thee in thy greateſt need. 


Cn ar, XVIII 
SexenD eceits of the Heart in perſwading to 


the omiſſion of good. 


Auing ſpoken of the dereits of our hearts irper- 
{wading to the commsſſion of exill, it remayneth 
that we proceed to their deceits in perſwading to 

the omsſſion of that which is Good, And they are ſpecially 

ſemen. 

The firft is, when, as before the foule and ygly face of 
fmne was painted with the faire colours of vertue and ho- 
lineſſe : ſo here, contrarily; the beautifull face of vertue is 
all tobe flurred and ſmeared with the blacke ſooteof thoſe 


- | vices, which ſeeme to-haue ſome affinitic with it. Thus 


conſcience of finnc is traduced as preciſe nicenefle and 
needleſle ſcrupuloſity;obedience to Gods Lawes is thoughr 
the baſefſt bondage, P/a/.2. Iuſt ſeueritie heares ill, vnder 
the namevof mercilefle crueltie. Zealc is cenſured for Hy- 


cowardize, Humilitie for baſeneffc of minde :: Wiſedome 
for craft. And ſo are many excellent graces and workes 
diſcredited withys , and wee —_— out of Joue, and li- 
king withthem. «das diſgraced the iuft and honourable 
liberalitieof CAfary, in breaking the boxe of Oyntment 

on 


pocrifie, Raſhneſſe, Madnefſe. Patience for Rtupiditic, and | 


| 


by our + 


| 
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vertue with 
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mities. 


2 Kings 9.11, 


Mar.26. $, 
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Eſay 7.12. 


I1. Deccir, to 
bring from a 
little ro no+ 


thing. 


Reuel,r,4, 5. 
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The deceitfulneſſeof Mans Heart. 


on our Sauiour, as too p.ofuſe and riotous a waſte. The 
Iewes taxed Tehns ſcucrer grauitie as Diabolicall, and 
Chris gentler «ffab:litie as Epicureall , and ſauouring 
of licentiouſnefſe. eAhaz.counted: truſting on God to be 
tempting of him. And che Papiſts ſlander Marriage, asan 
vncleanc and flcſhly worke, Herein vertue fares much like 
het followers, who neuer could be free from thoſe aſperſi- 
ons, aud imputations, which of all others they leaſt deſer- 
ucd, But, asche wicked , 46 briug-the godly into hatred, 
have alwayes rayſed vp flanderous s of them , that 
they are thus and thus , (as of the Chriſtians inthe Primi. 
tive Church, that they were encmies to the Empcrours, 
practiſers of vacleanneſſe in their meetings, 8c.) when in- 
dced they are nothing leflc; ſo doe our hearts craftily miſ- 
informe vs of vertuc , and as once they of the Hugonttes, 
tell vs terriblethings of it, to bring vs quiteout of can- 
ccit with it. | 
The ſecond is , when our hearts would onelyobtaine 
thus much of vs, to remit but alittle of our forwardnefle 
and zeale, as in the tri obſeruation of the Sabbath, and 
other ſuch like duties. For by this meanes, as in commit- 
ting of finne the deceit of our hearts was, to bring vs from 
alittle to much : ſo heerc, from a little to nothing at all, 
that by little and little degenerating , at the length wee 
might be quite ſtriptand cmpticd of all goodneſſe. A fearc- 
full example whereof the Church of Epheſws yeelderh; 
whoſclittle abatement of che feruour of herfirlt Joue, made 
way to the remouall of her golden Candleſticke, and foro 
the bringing in of that fearefull and fatall darkneſfſo where. | 
in her former ſo glorious and ſhining a light was wholly | 
extinguiſhed. Our wiſedome therefore in Randing out a- 
ainſt our own hearts,aud the Deuil,wich whom they con- 
Fire, muſt be like ro that of Aoſes in ſtanding out againſt 


' Pharaoh,not to yecld ſo much as a hoofe;If we do,our c2(c 


in thecnd wil be the ſame with them, that yceld all at once, 
and | 


—_ "_ hed 


- 
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and'atfirit daſh ,wholly-fall away. lt mancrs mat grontly a: 
ro Sa: hangan the ſpimuall ſhipwracke, whethepthe (hip be | 

ſnddenly caſt: away by fome violent tempeſt or. bee 

drowned by degrees, the warer getting in by lictleand 

lictlear forme liccle hole, Lingring confumpions bring 

deathas well as the violenc burning feaucrs, Hethaess | Prou.ry.g, 

cartleſſe wn his buſineſſe'; faith Salomon , is brother tothe (6- TIS 

| waſter , & will ſurely come co pouerty in the end, T his 

isrrucalſo ſpiricually. Ifonce wee beginneto flacke of our - 

' careand watchfulnelle, aud beginne co grow cold & care. 

les,andto carry our ſclucs renutlely in religion,wee ſhall | 

quickly come intotheſame caſe withthem that wait & ha-. | 

uock all coſcience ar once. Sincechertore thus is the diuels | 

craft,and our owne hearts together , norto fer vponour 

whole treafureand ſtore ax once, butheer a ſnatch & there | 

a ſnatch, will —_— and Intle, they haue cxhauſted vs, | 

like Nabuchadnezzar inthe ſpoyle of the Temple, firſt | Dan.r:. 

raking awayone part of the furniture, rhenanorher ; Ic | Fomyared @ 

Gands vs in hand to hold faſt our owne,and not toler goe | * ©7426-19 

che leaſt parcelixhercof. For if oncea breach bee made.in | _ 

 vpon vs, and bur ſome little raken away, we cannor but | 
bee weakned thereby , and ſolye open tofurther danger. | 

How often faich Auſten , ** hauing ar firſt buctoleracedof * conſeſſro.35 

«hole which tellidle Tales, leatt weeſbould offendthe | 9.1, 155% 

« weake; afrerwards by licle andlinrle have welcome wil. | rantes inaniz 

'©tingly ro liſten vnaro chem? It once wee become luke. 77/0 9445 to- 

warme , wee are{o much che fitter ro become cold ,/and (eramus, ne of- 


' thento freeze, It we ſuffer zeale ro coole ,, quickely wee | {73s i2/ 


ſhall come to reſt inthe ourward WET wr pers |. penlerins Libew- 
- ous exerciſes, withour any ſenſe of the quickning life and | wakeraemy 
power of nelſe inthem, andar lengrh we ſhall pro» 
| ceede 0n,from this dead ſenſelcienefle,ro - re 64 nk | 
nefſe , and coritempt of all goodnefſe. W1 then 
che firſt beginning x99 
The third is, when the pleaſure, comfor: , m—— | 


— 


i 
ti. od 
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tee. 


we | 
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'{ che-crouble. 


Pſal.73,13, 


Hom 5.adpop, 
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The deceirfulne(ſe of Mans Heart. 


'| thenro gricue in.thy reproach. Welſee the husbandman 


of godlyneſlc is ſcucred from the, toyle,, crouble and af 
fiftion char wares ypon ic. As', concrarilyin fliage ,; our 
hearrs cunningly abſtraRted the paine from che pleaſure. 
This deccic ſomerumes preuailes with che godly ; as with 
Damid , when conlidering the preſent attlictions of che 
godly, he crics out, /baxe waſbed mine hands in innocen. 
ciein vaine, But more commonly with the men of this 
world, when they heare thac hard laying,  /f ary man will 
line godly, he muit ſuffer perſecution , and if any man will 
be my Diſciple, he muſt forſaks al, Ghher mecher; lands, 
living, and Ie ic ſelfe. Bur here (-ry/oftome giues vs an 
exccllent rule ,4hat when in any good ching co be done 
for Gods cauſe, there4cemes to be loſſe , wee ſhould not 
onely looke toche lotle, buteo.the gaine allo, incloſed in 
this lofſc, Arr chou to giue Almes, and doth che expenſe 
of money trouble thee? Conſider alſo the returne and 
increaſe of that-which thou expendelt. Halt thou lot a- 
ny thing in thy outward eſtate ? Giue chankes co God 
and conlider not the griefe which thy Jolle , but che ioy 
and comfort which thy thankelgiuing affoorderh thee, 
Art thou reuiled, and reproached? Beare ir with a good 
{pirir and thou haſtmore cauſe. to gloriein thy parzence, 


— 


conliders notthe lowing in tearcs , bur his Harueſt, his 
Reaping in 10y : The filher-man lookes nor tothe caſting 
in of the Net , but to the draught ; nor the Merchant co 
his Sca- voyage , but tothe returne of his Merchandyſe : 
{o muſt we , not ſo much looke to our iolles, crolles, af- 
fligions, as it were the ſhowring aud lowring (eed-rime, 
but to our reaping-time,, our Harueſt , the comming of 
our Sauiour, che blaft ofthe Trumper,the exceeding glo. 
ric prepared for vs. With AZ7o/es wee mutt looke to the 
recompence of reward; and the crernall, waight of che 
(rowne , muſt waigh downe with vs-che lighc and mo. 


mentanic waighr-ofche (ofſe : And as in (inne we ſhould 
haue | 


— 
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 deveirfulneſſe of Mans Hearr. 
haue atore, not ſceing onely, bur feeling alſo of th: paines, 
when Ty rickling pleaſures , preſents it ſelfe : ſo 
in obedience, of the pleaſure, when nothing ſhewes it 
f ſelfe tothe outward eye, but pine and trouble. If thus we 
_ can doe, and truly conioyne thoſe chings which our cun- 
ning hearrs fraudulently ſunder , the {Fowne of Thornes, 
and the (7owne of Glory, Golgothaand (aluarie, coſuffe» 
ring, and co-reigning with Chrift ; then ſhall wee account 
the rebuke of Gris a matter of mcouragement, yea, a 
| greater attra&tive vnto godlineſle , then all the treaſures of 
Eve For the lefſe our reward is hecre with men, the 
reater nay we affure our ſelucs ſhall it bee hereafter with 
God. For if a cruell man haue ſo much good nature , as to 
ſee the paines whichothers haue taken tor him, to bee re- 
| compenced : thinke wee that the God of mercie can ſuffer 
them to goe Vtrewarded of him, that haue ſuffered fo much 
for him ?- 
Yea, but in preſcnt thou ſayeſt thou ſecſt and feeleſt no- 
thing but paines, puniſhments, troubles, and tribulations, 
| Firft, this is not ſo: Much comfort, and fweetnefle of de- 


c and joy of conſcience ; as contrarily mudtr torture, 

and terrbur inthe very a&t- of finning: for heere, cuen in 
laughing, the heart is ſorrowfull , as inthe way of obedi- 

| ence, even in mourning the heart is light and cheerefull. 
' Im whichregard, thoughtthere were no Heauen, nor furure 
reward of glory , yet the godly life , withall thetroubles 
thereof, were to be preferred before the finfull, with all ir 
teaſares ; onely becauſe of the ſweet quiet and content- 
ment of anynguilty conſcience : whereas the wicked haue | 
a tormentor within, a ſelfe-condemning conſcience ; The 
mud and mire of which raging Sea, troubleth and diftem- 
pererlithe pleaſures of finne, which yet , if vyntroublcd, 
ſhould laſt bur for a ſeaſon, having a moſt miſerable ſuc- 


| light is therein the very a& of obedience, in regard of the |- 


ceſſour to follow , endleſſe and remedilefſe ſorrow. So 
| quick- 
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01 4 WS Ce . cc 4 y.Rermanenc. -, 
ow that in ob wal , firſt thou heareſt and feelglt of, 
the wort, and the better is reſerucd for, rhe time to come; 


anargument tharthefe is: no deccig which bgere thounee> 
deſt to Fearc. + For where deceit is. meant, there the beſt. 
things, that may tickle gnd tempt vs are ſhewed, the wor lt, 
areconccale | till afterward : As for example, . thoſe chat 
ſteale away children, docnottell themof Rods andS.ripes, 
but of Plummes, Apples, Cakes, Babicy; Hobby-hotſes, 
and ſuch like knacks, that yſezo pleaſe children; And then 
having thus caught them , the poorc children afterward 
feelemuch woe and miſeric-; ſo in catching of Birds and 
Fiſhes, their daily food chasrhey. lelight ip, is ſhewed 
them, the ſnare, the hooke they fecle afterward : And thus 
doc our hearts, as xe ſheved, deceiuevs in-periwad 
to func, by obicfing to.cur ſcales the pleaſurable deti 
thereaf, no; telling ys gf che afigr-olaps. Burnow in obs 
dience,the. Wordot Godfirſitgls vs of the griefe, thayof 
the e/orie; firſt, of the /ahowr , they of the reward; furlt, 
of - 4 teares, theniof the wiping:Handkexcher;tiutk,of the. 
| Races thenof the Garland; fi of the fight , thenof the, 


| x 


' with hischilde? ; And will a Father coozen and circumuent 
hisownechilde? No. And yet firſt; in his child-hood, hee 
| tcls him. of theſeuero-Schoole-maſter,, of the, ſwindging 


Afterward, when he comes to age,;hec tels him,of his In- 
herirance, and paſſeth it ouer..ro- him, Loc then ; what a 
ſtrange deceitas this ; for our hearts to make: ys belecue 


cleere an cuidence of his faithfulneſſe. If now wee. vvere 
F told 
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this oughtthe ragherto hearten thee thereunto ; as being. 


R f the hard Ferulex, and. of ſuch like terrible things. : * 


that to.be an argument of Gods decciuing vs ,' which is fo. 


Kingdame.Is.not this plaine-dealing,, zo let vs kiow.che. | 
| woritbeforehand ? Dotb uot G reindeale as a Fachce þ 


| wood , wee may the more perſwadedly affure our ſeffies, 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of Mens Heart, FE 
told onely of pleaſures and delights, we might ſuſpeR de- 


ceit , and feare the.e would beenone in the end : But now 
h:aring nothing bur of the Croſſe, of Gall and Worme- 


that the Wine and Honey will come , and that b+ inning 
with chc dolefull darkneffe 'of the night , wee ſhall end m 
joyfull light of the day ; Where ioy hath the beginning, 
therefeare of gricfe makes our ioy grieuous; where oriets 
there hope of ioy makes our griefe ioyfull. 

The fowrth is,from the remembrance of that good which 
we haue alreadie done : Whereupon wee falfly inferre that 
we may now fitdowne, and reft ys awhile, as having done 
enough for our parts. This feemes to hauc beene 7ehwes 
deceit:he thought it enough he had deſtroyed Hhab his 
ſerity ,& Idots:herhought this a matterzanhd therforc 
that the of this mjght well excuſe him , fo? the nor 
—_— Teroboams Calues : But Paxt had done farre 
more, and yet fotgat that which was paſt , and ag nw 


towards the Marke , notwithſtanding hce had ſo happily | 


combated with his cortuption;that he could ſay, 7 a»s crw- | 
tified to the world, and the World to me, yer hee till cone 

rinued Bearing downe his bode : So Timothy, though a rare | 

man formortification, yet continued till in the vſc of ſuch | 
ſeucre abſtinence, that Paxl was faineto ſtay him, and bid 
him drinke no longer water. But marke heere the deceit 
of our hearts in turning the fpwrye into a bridle : Forthere 
cannot be a more forcible inticement to proceeding on in 
ec, thenfrom' our owne beginnings , and former pra- 
ice : Alltoſt , if wee giue ouer before the Race bee Fatty 
runne our: Wherefore Saint Pax/perfwades Philemon to 
ſhew mercie to Oweſimus , by reaſou of his' former pra- 
Qiceof that grace towards others ; for having ſaid, ee 
bane gredt ioy and conſolation in thy [>ue : For by thee, 
; the Saints bowels ave refieſbed z hee inferreth 


' 

; 
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| Oneſimus : Refreſh thou his bowels , as thou haſt done o- 


thers of the Saints: Still hold our in- the exerciſ: of ,this 
gracc, that thou muayeft receiue afullreward, Inlike man- 
ner he reaſoneth with the Corinthians , e-Ls yee hawe 4- 
bounded in lone and knowledge, &-c. So ſee yee abound in 
this grace (of Libcralitic) aſe. Wecontrarily, thinke our 
abyudance in ſome graces may diſpenſe with our defects in 


| heard leaueththe ſheepe he hath , and ſeekerh out that hee 
wants; ſo ſhould we heere ,, in our thoughts, at leaft, leaue 
thoſc graces thou haſt; doe not ſo ſtand thinking of them, 
thar thouſhould(t negle that which thou haſt nor. In the 
parts of our bodies none ſo fooliſh as to reaſon , nomatter 
for the want of mine cyc, becauſc I baue Eares, Noſe, &c. 
No Souldier ſo ſcnſeleiſe, as to ſay, no matter for a head« 
pecce , becauſe 1 hauea breſt-plate : In the furniſhing of 
our houſes if onconely ornament bee wanting , we.doc 
not thinke the want made vp in the reſt which wee haue, 
but contrarily , that wee ought ſo much the rather to 


We 0D | | provide that which is wanting , becauſe of thoſe wee 
} 755 +/yv5 oy- 4 


auc. In running, of. Races ,. the people: hallow: and 
ſhout not to the hindermoſt, but to the foremoſt; thar 
are ncereſt the Goale: The like heartning ſhould weegiue 
to our ſelues , the neerer wee approach to the end of the 
| Chriſtian Race. | 
' Thefift is, from comparing our ſelues withothers that 
arc worſe, as the Phariſie compared himſelfe with the 
Publican :; Hence weegather, that as long as wee have 0- 
thers farre behind vs, wee necd not ſo beſtirre vs. This dc- 
cceit is ike that of the Drapers, that commend a Karſey by 
layingitto a Rugge. Well, inother things , wee doc not 
ſo deceiuc our ſelues. A'man of ſome competencie in his 
outward eſtate, if he ſee a Beggar that hath nothing, will 


| ſcckefor no more : No, but if there bee bur one richer man 


other. But as in the Parable of the loſt ſheepe, the Shep- | 


not thereupon conclude that hee isrichcnough , and need | 
then | 


— 


_ 


__ 


— . 
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| from performance of dutic : For cucninſuch duties, where- 
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chephimſelfe, he is aneye-ſore ; As long as he ſees him, he 
| thinkes himſclfepgore. -SotheRunner 'ina Race, hafſtens 
| his pace by looking to thoſe before , not Qlackens it by 
looking backe to thoſe belriude : So ſhould wee rather cali 
our eyes vpoa thoſe that arc of greater eminencie in grace 


thenour ſclyes, and then hang downe our heads, andeouer 
out faces in ſhame to ſee what rorb5ug weare, and thenpur 
to the ſpur:e to this dull Iade, our naughtie fleſh, that we 
may make more haſte in our journey. 

The fixt is, when wee abſtaine from good , vader pre- 
tence ofayioyding euill ; which an{weres to that deceit m 
the former kind, of doingeuill for the procuring of good. 
Thiz is the deceit of the Papilts, innot ſuffering the Scr1 
tures to- bce read of the common people, becauſe of the 
hurt that may come of it. . eAuften makes mention of 
ſome, that negleed the meanes of knowledge, becauſe 
knowledge puffeth vp ; and ſo would be sgnorant, that they 
mightbe humble; and want knowledge, that they might 
want pride.: So the Philoſopher plucked out his eyes to 
auoyde the danger of yacleanneſſe, Bur wee muſt 
learne , never eyther to fear good , though it- may 
{ceme neuer fo hurtfull, nor to embrace exi4, though 
neucr ſo profieable. Hurtfull good is morc dans 4 
then profitable cuill. 


Cnuae. XIX.-' 
Of another deceit in the ſame kind. 


Bitter Here remayneth yet one deceit more in this kind, 

E199 for which , it being ſomethiug more large, wee 
8 (9% have reſeruedthis Chapter And that is the in- 
uenting of falſe reaſons to detaine our ſelues 
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to we hauc bound our ſchues by yow:, wee will yet goe a- 
bout ro lipthe coller, andto yntic the knor ; which Sx/o- 
»onintimateth in that Proucrbe* It & a'ſnare' after the 
vow t0 inquire, namely , colourable reaſon to elude our 
yow : Mach more then will our dectirfull hearrs doe the 
; kkefor thoſe duties , whereto tryed onely by GotlsCom- 
mandements : For if rhcy haueſlights to ſooſen double 
knot , both of a Commandement and vow to ; much 
more thena fingle knot of a Commandement alone. To- 
- exemplifie this in ſome particulars; Many , when called 
| to the Supper of the Lord ,' prerend their want of p 
ration and vnfitnefſe , by reafon they are not in chartti 
with their brethren. A notable deceit! For why doe they 
not ypon the ſame grounds refuſe to pray alſo, becauſe loue 
& vnitic are as well required hcere,as in the Sacrament; yea,. 
« fincerc profcſſon of it; forgive vs , as wee forgine, Oc. 
When, in the publike reformation of Religion, vnder Z- 
zckiah, there was ſome backwardnefle in the Preiſts and 
'Leuires, and they happily, with the Sluggard, were readic 
 tohold the hand in the boſome,and to cry, A Lionis in the 
way : This innovation will be dangerous ; we dare not be 
ſeenc in it : Exchiah (as after him Emrlines Pants , Con 


chet into the Temple of Seraps, the demoliſhing where. 
| of the Scnate had decreed”) began firſt himſelfe , and a. 
waketh thoſe Sluggards with theſewords : O he wet deces- 


ſay, I know your b&arts are cunning and deccitfull enough 


to ſug peſt falle reaſons, godiſcourage you , but harken nor | 


yntothem : doe your dutie, So alſo in the maintenance of 
the Miniſterie , becauſe of the many 
men have for their baſe-and:illiberalt dealing with ys, 

ing; We live id{ely, and doe nothing but ſpcake a few 
, &c. Fherefore Saint Pan/ having cxhorred the 
Galathiaxs to this dutie , wo take away all 


| 


excuſes, 


—— Od 


full; when no bodie cle durſt , himſclfe ranse-in the Hat. | 
wed ' Sonnes ; God hath choſen you, &c. As if he ſhould | 
I 


vaine ſhifts which | 
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ct 
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excuſes, addes, Be not deceixed, God iu not mocked:There 

byſhewing, that as indiuers other things, the deccitful- 
nefſe of our hearts ſhewes it ſelfe, ſo in this, namely, th® 
forging of idle reaſons to ſatisfic and bearc out themlelues 
inthe neglect of duties commanded by the Word of God- 
And asthe deceit is in the people, in denying the Miniſte! 
his dues,ſfo alſoin the Miniſter indenying the people theirs, 
the due,namely,of fpirituall inſpeCion and inſtrution.For 
here ſome pretend, that for awhile they withdraw them- 
felues, that they might followrheir ſtudies in the Vniuer- 
ſitie, and fo be the better fitted for their charge. When yet 
Timothy for the Churches behoofe, forſooke Pauls com- 


| pany, hisdeare Maſter, with whom if hee had abode till 


by 


negleRing the Church, he wanted not this pretence, that he 
did it to furniſh himſelfe with greaterftore of knowledge, 
For P«xl might hauc becne in Read of many Vniuerhties 
tohim. Sointhe matter of patience, this is an yſuall ſhift 
toexcuſc the want of it : Oh, if Thaddeſeruedit, Icould 
hauc borne it : Whereas Peter ſhewes, that wee ought ſo 
much the rather to be patient , when the cuill wee ſuffer is 
vndeſerued, becauſe ther patience is molt prayſe worthy, 
when it is moſt prouoked, And injuries doe more pro- 
noke patience, then deſerts, Beſides that, in vndeſerued 
euils, we haue the conſcience of our owne innocencie, to 
comfort vs in that gricfe, which the ſmart of the euill 
briageth. All which comfort is wanting, when the euillis 
deſerucd. And laſtly, in the dutie of liberalitie,how wittie 
and craftic doe men ſhew themſclues in deuifing Reaſons 
to auc their Purſes? As that they haue charges of their 
owne, they know not what need they may come to them- 
(clues, and diuers ſuch like. And hence it is, the Greeke 
word, which the Apoſtle ſctteth out Liberalitie by, figni- 


fieth Simp/icitie, in oppoſition to that craftic and witie 


wilineſſe that is in the Couetous, to defend themſelues 
fromthe danger as they thinke of Liberalitie, 
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there are fiue more generall and common ſhifts, which men 
| yſe, to auoid the praCtiſe of godlineſſe. 


negatine : Who thinke it is enough they do no hurt, and 
that ir greatly matters not for doing good,ſo they no euill, 
But theſe muſt remember , that exery tree that bringeth 
not forth goed fruit ( for all it brings forth no bad) ball bee 
cnt downe for the fire. That the ſeruant that doth not im- 
ploy, andincreaſe his talent (for nll hee returnes it ſafe 
and ſound to his Maſter ) ſhall bee bound hand and foote, 
and calt into viter -darkeneſſe, That many who neuer 
plucked eicher meat from Chrifts mouth, or apparell from 
his backe , nor with the wicked perſecutors impriſoned 
him , and made him ficke, ſhall yet bee condemned , for 
that they gaue him no meat , being hungrie , nor apparell, 
being naked , nor vifited him , in his impriſonment and 
ſicknefſe. That they themſclues would nor like of the like 
excuſe in their idle and nigligent ſeruants , neither would 
they thinke it a ſufficient Io for 
not ſet your houſe on fire, or plotted with rheeues againſt 
_ nem = Dn —— in thin. 
ing they can abſtaine from euill, in doing no good. 
Wwe , in Chrifts account, not to gather , is to GR 
| not to doe good, when wee ought, is to doe hun; 
not - ſave life, when wee may, is to _— it. And 
therefore heing chalenged by the Phariſees for curing a 
ficke — Sabboth, vis defence was, Whether u 5s 
betten to do good or exill onthe Sabboth,to ſane the life, or 


| ro k4ll? And fo in Salomons account, he that helps his bro- | 


| therin his neede, isa difpiſer, a hater, and ſo a murtherer 
of him. 

Second 5ſt is of delaiers , and procraſtinatours; who 
ſay the timeis not yet come for them to bee ſo grauci, and 
godly. Hereafter they will repent, and reforme their _ 


_ 


But to omit theſc particular inſtances, which are infinit; 


them to ſay , wee haue | 


Fir, ofthoſe whoſe Religion and diuinitic is wholly | 


—_ 


\ 


h— 


| today, hardennot your hearts: For wee are certaine of 


| that Rill the longer it continuerh with ys, the greater 


The deceitfulueſſe of Mans Heart, 
So ſaidthe Iewes for the building of the materiall temple, 


| repentance is not the time to coine, butthe very inſtant 
whergin wee liue. Behold now the accepted time: be- 
hold now the day of faluation. To day while it is called 


this onely, and not of any more, becauſe our life is not in 
our owne hands, but in Gods; who ina moment ean take 
it away. Burt ſay that , as once Hezeksab, thou hadſi a 
lcaſe of thy life for ſome certaine ſpace of yeares , yet Rill 
the deceit ſhould be the ſame; bh though thy 


will Rill continue > Or if that doe, whether hee will giue 
thee his grace to anſwer vnto it, who haſt alreadic ſo con-= 
temptuoully reietedit? Aflure thy ſelfe , he that will nor 
be fit for God to day, will be leſſefit to morro, For here- 
in ſpecially is the deceitfulneſſe of finne, to bee ſcenc 


ſtrength, and intereſt it getteth in vs, and ſoasthe A- 


for good duties then before. Know it then for atruth, thar 
when the deceitfull heart thus procraſtinates the _ 
of godlineſſe, and puts-it off tothe time tocome, by that 
time thou wilt bee fo rooted and ſetled in th R_ 
through long cuſtome and continuance , that x the ſhalr 
ſcarce bee capable ſo much as of the motion of the ſpirit 
' ynto repentance. Such a fore-skinne will be ouer 


thine heart , ſo thicke and brawny , that hardly will the 
moſt powerfull motions pierce through it. Do we not fee 
how cafily the crookednefſe of a young rwigge may bee 
correed ? Let it alone till it bee =. ter ane 
rree,it is inflixible. Alas,how many haue there been , who 


ife ma $ 
| continue longer, yer how knoweſt thou that Gods call af 


— 


poſtle ſhewes, it hardens our hearts, and more diſables ys [ 
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The time is not yet come ; and the like do many of vs ſay, | 72 vor, 
for the building of the ſpirituall remple of Chriſt in our | 
hearts. Deceittully we , as well as they: for the reaſon of 
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after, as ——_—_— preſent time when God called them 


| 
| Prou. 3,28» 
| 
" 
| 


ynſcaſonable ; afterward , ſeeing their error , and how 
they had let ſlip the ſeaſon, have howled with E/am, 
and haue then cryed out, they , they could net repent, 
becauſe the ſeaſon was now paſt, it was now to late? 
What a cunning tricke of thine is this, O thou deceit- 
full heart! when thou ſhouldſt do good, to fay, It is too 
| foone, that time is not yet come, hereafter I will do it? And 

when this thy hereafter is come, then to ſay, now it is 
roo late, the time is paſt? Let vs not then be thus deluded, 
ſuffering the rime of grace to ouerpaſle vs, to our deſtru- 
Rion. Bchold thy ſpirituall enemies arc ina readineffe for 
thee, they haue thei naked ſwords drawne , and alreadie 
fab thee.And is it now atime for thee to talke of deferring 
thy preparation for them? If thou come not out and har- 
nefſe thy felfe for the battle inall the haſte, thou wile bee 
vtterly ouerthrowne, before thy hereafter be come, Why 
ſhouldeſt thou dcale with Chriſt like the Diuels, who 
cried againſt him comming to diſpoſſeſle them , hy aye 
thou come to torrent Vs before our time ? For fo many ac- 
count the praCtiſc of godlinefle a torment, Why ſhouldeſt 
thou do worſe with God , then thou oughreſt to do with 
thy neighbour? Say not to thy neighbour, po and come a- 
_ to morrow , and I will pixe thee, if now thoy Kane it. 


cannot ſay indeed, that when God today calls for thy re. 


Yet this I may ſay, ſay notto God, Come againe to mor- 
row, and thou ſhalt haue my repentance; when-to mor. 
| row thou ſhalt be leffe able to giue it, then to day. O that 
thou couldeſt be wiſe to know the time ofthy viſitation, 
and to apprehend theoccaſions and gratious opportunities 
ofthy good , while they are offcred; to obſerue the 
time of the ſptrics mouing in thy heart , as once thoſe 
ficke men did of the Angelsmouing in the pooleof Berhe/< 
| da, and with like yiolence to take it for thy ſoules health, 


as 


——_— 


__ 


pentance , thou haſt it of thy felfe, then to giue it him: | 
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longer then thou liveſt, When thou art dead, what good 


— GEE 


as they did that for thcir bodies, If with 'the Church in the 
Canticles when Chriſtknocketh at the doore of thy hearty 
thouriſc not vp in all the haſte to let him in, hee will be 
gone; and with her , thou maiſt ſceke himlong enough id 
reat woc and griefe, as once 7o/zph and CHMarie dir 
ily, cre thou art like tro finde him: Here wha 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, Beho/d, I ftand at the dvore anil 
knothe , if any man heare my voyce, and open, 1 will 
come #n, elſe not, Thou ſcelt the Mariners and Water- 
men, becauſe they haue not the windeand tide at com- 
mand, take the benefit of it , whiles it ſerues. ' The good 
husband in the world , how grecedily doth hee appre- 
hend the occaſion of a good penniworth, and rakes the 
aduantage of the market? O that wee could bee as wiſc 
ſpiritually, and rake our penniworth of the Goſpell, while 
it lafteth; and whiles it is yet day ply our worke, beforc 


| the twelfe houre be gone, and” that fearefull nighr over- 


j 
| 


Chriſt with tcares wiſhed for Iceruſalem , wee could know 
the things belonging to our peace! Let vs not deceiue our 
ſelues in ms becauſe wee are young, we hauc there- | 
fore time enough before vs , we neede - not make ſuch | 
hafte ; Alas, it is but a day, aſhort day, allrhe'time that | 
we. O that in this thy day, faich Chrift; and then after it; | 
comes an eternallnight. Other dayes, though they haue | 
their nights , yet thoſe nights end, and day comes againe: | 
But after this day beonce gone, there neuer comes a new | 
day, to worke the worke oehe Lord in againe.-Obutthe | 
day of the Gofpell among vs hath becne ; and ſo ſtill is like | 
to be a long day :Well , beit ſo; But theri the day of thy | 


life thay bee ſhort enough , and then the other is thine no 


take ys, wheaciri none can worke,'O that in this owr day, as 


F 


will - = dm 9 do thee then? Yea, but then the day of 
my life may be a long day. For I am young and healthy; 
Well grant thee that too, yet the 3 of the Goſpekt, | 

and 
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and the grace of God may bee out before the day of thy 
life : And then what good will thy life doc thee ? Oue of 
theſe two may eaſily be, thar if the day of the Goſpell bee 
long, the day of thy life ſhould be ſhort ; or if the day of 
thy life be long, yet the day of rhe Goſpell ſhould be ſhore. 
See then how dangerous and deceirfull delayes are. Seeke 
the Lord therefore, while he may be found, leſt otherwiſe 
thou bclike thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall yeeke 
toenter, and ſball mot be able ; and Salomon, that ſhall 
ſeeke the Lord earely, and ſhall not finde him. Andall,be- 
canſe they bated knowledge, and did not chuſe the feare of 
the os 4 they wonld none of my connſell ; I called, and 
they refuſed, I ſtretched out my band, and none would re- 
gard..The ſeaſon then of ſecking Godis when he ſeekes ys, 
and inuitcs ys to come vnto him, when hee cals and ftret- 
chesout his hand, as he doth now in the miniſterie of the 
Word : If now thou Roppeſt thin: care, through this de- 
ccitof anſwering hereafter, thou art wondrous wide : As 
now theg art Late , {o hereafter God will bee duxpbe. 
Hereafter there ſhall be nothing for thee to anſwer vnto, 
no yeyce of God to obey, ſaue that Fee yecnrſed. Gods 
ſpirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with t 
ed the good counſel! of the Lord, and reſiſted kisfpirir in 
the Word ; Thou maytt fit long enough ere the like grace 
bee offercd thee againe: The time may come that thou 
mayſt defire to ſee one of the dayes of the Goſpell, which 
now thou ſeeſt, and ſhaltnot ſee it, when, as Chriſt ſaid of 
himſelfe to the Iewes, thou mayſt ſecke the powerfull mi- 
niſteric, and ſhalt not finde it, —_ thou wouldeſt not 
be found by it, whes it ſought thee. 
Thirdly, Shift is from extraordinarie occaſions ; as in 


thoſe in the Parable ; when inuited to the ſupper, excuſed | 


themſclues with the buying of farmes,oxen, 8c. Burt this 
is mecredeceit:The true eauſc indeed, why they would not 
come , was becauſ® their farmes and oxen had bought 


them. 


: Thou haſt refyu- | 


| 
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chem. Their affeQions had imhralled aud fold themſelues 
tothe world. And therefore our Saujour, preſently after 
the Parable ended, addcth theſe words, Hee that baterh 
| wot hes father, mother, wife, children, yea and b1s owne 
life; nach more his farme, his oxen, 'carmror be my Diſci- 
ple. Te wes not then the farme, the oxen, but the inordi- 
nate affeQion to thoſe things, that they loued them more 


true impediment which Chriſt in theſe words toucheth, 
The things of this life are burdens indeed preſſing our 
foules downe, but not in themſclues ; Allthe waight they 
haue in this kinde, they receiue it from our owne corrup- 
tion, Which the Apoſtle ſheweth, ioyning theſe two 
things together.  ("aſting away agerie thing that preſſeth 
 downe, that is, the things of this life, and /inne, that /o ea- 
fily incompaſſeth vs. Tt is this latter that makes thefor. 
mer burdenſome to vs. Therefore they in ficad of ſay- 
ing, /hawe bowght a farme, I hawe married a wife ; (ſhould 
rather haue ſayd, 7 have ſold my ſelfe ro the inordinate lowe 
of my farme, and I haue married my ſelfe to the fooliſh and 
carnall lone of my wife, as well as ro my Wife. Some caſes 
indeed there are, wherein that rale- of our Sauiour hath 
place; [ will haue mercie,and net ſacrifice : And thet the 
 occafion hindring the durie,is of greater conſequence then 
| the dutie omitted : And the negleRot that occafion would 
| haue left a deeper wound in our conſciences then of the 

| dutic. As in Hannah, if for the going to the ſacrifice at 

* Shiloh, ſhe had negleRted ro ſhew mercie to her poore in« 
' fant in giuing it ſucke. But heremany decciue themſctues, 

; to make eueric entertainment of a friend, cuerie goffipping 


ſufficient cauſe toiuſtle out the ſeruice of God ? And this ' 
was Martha's deceit, rebuked ſeuerely by our Sauiour : 
Notwithſtanding the meeting of friends in Z acharier 
houſe; the circumcifion of the childe on the eighth day 


| 


$ 
[ 


then they did Chriſt, that detained them. This was the | 


, or maxriage-dinner, or ſome ſuch like occaſion, to bee a | 
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was not negle&ed. The Iſraelites were but inan yaſettled 
tumultuarie eftatc in the wildernefle, and yet for all thar, 
they did not poſt off the dutic of thankſgiuing, till they 
were peaceably poſlefſed of Cazaan : And tor all their 
often remoues in the wilderneſſe, and the vncertaintic of 
them, yet they ſeeme to be challenged by the Lord, for 
thenegleR of circumciſion, 

Fourth ft is that which is rife inthe mouthes of the 
prophane. thar it is yaine and bootl:fſc to rake any paines 
in godlinefſe : For if they be ordained to deftruttion, it 
| will nothing aduantage them, they ſhall loſe all their la- 

bour ; ifro ſaluation: though they liuc ncuer ſo wicked- 
ly, it ſhallnothing preindice or diſaduantage them; T 
muſt needs cometo their appointed end ; But theſe mu 
know that it is impoſſible, either for a reprobate to liue 
godly, or an eleQalwayes to liuc lewdly and looſely : For 
the ſame Godthart ordaines the end, ordaines the meanes. 
Thoſe whom he hath ordained to ſaluation, hee hath alſo 


Why then wilt thou decciuc thy elfe in this caſe, more 
then in the matters of this life ? for there thou wilt not 
| reaſon : God hath appointed how long I ſhall liue, there- 

foreT will catno meat, becauſe Gods decree muſt necds 
ſtand, whether I eator faſt : Here thou wilt haue the wit 
to anſwer ; God indeed hath ordained how long I ſhall 
live ; but withall hee hath ordained that the time I ſhall 
live, I ſhall liue by the vic of meanes. Much more ſhoul- 
deft thou vie this anſwer in this caſe. For thou knoweſt 


life without meanes : but thou mayſt aſſure thy ſelfe, God 
will never worke ſuch a miracle, as to bring a finfull irrc- 
pentant ſouleinto heauen, 

: Thefift &ift is, of thoſe that complaine of the diſficul. 
tie of the pratice of godlineſſe, how painefull it is toour 


fleſh, how impolible to be arrained,and fo by this meanes 


FER diſcourage 
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ordained to good workes, that they ſhould walketherein. | 


not but God may miraculouſly maintaine thy temporal | 


La 
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diſcourage themſclues from making towards the heauenly, 
as once thoſe ſpies did the Iſraclites, from the earthly Ca 
naan, Thus the foole purz off theſtudie of knowledge, pre- 
tending the impotſibilitie of reaching vntoit : As Salomon 
—_— when heſayes, asit were mockingly imitating 
of him, ;/domes(in the plurall number) are 200 high for 
a foole.  O there are ſo many and ſundry things to be lear- 
ned ; How can Icomprehend them all? But here the truth 
is, that want of w//is the true cauſe, though want of 54;/7 
and power be pretended. For theſe men are like bankruprs, 
who though they be able to pay ſome part of their debts, 
yet refticzo-pt ig, betarſe riicy catmor pay all. 
So theſeypon pretetice of their vnabilitie ro doe all requi- 
red, will not endeuour to doe any thing at all. Danids 


i. 


ſelfe that perfe&tion of obedicnce required in the Law, 
farre abouc the reachof any man : Thowhaſt commanded 
thy precepts to be kept verie much ; namely, with all our 
hearts, ſoules, &c. doth not thereupon giue ouer his de- 
fire, andendeuour of obedience, butrather proyokes and 
enkindles it thereby ; For thereupon he inferres preſently, 


«. - 05 


Pron,24.7. 


Node in cauſa 
eſt ; Non paſſe 
pretenditur, 
Sen.Ep.116. 


— —— 


practice was cleane contrarie : For he propoſing to hime | 


O that my wayes were ſo diretted, that I might keepe thy 
 tatutes. Here to deliwer our ſelues from this decent, wee 
| muſt remember that God accepts affetting, for effc Fing, 
willing, for workang, defires, wrt yp for per- 
formance, pence, tor pounds, andynto fuch as doe their | 
endeuour, hath promiſed his grace, inabling them everie 
. day to doc more and more. Which grace when- once wee 
' haue, then ſhall we ſec how falſe it is which our hearrs rels 
Vs, wy ey paine” and tedivulneſſe of godlineffe. 
' For then we feeke Chriſts yoake to be eaffe and ſweet, 
and his commandements will not be burdenſome vnto vs. 
Nay, it is fine, that is fo painefullt; Gods works are farre 


is the eafize burthento carry malice andenuie in 0:27 heaves, 


or 


Plalitggs. 
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or the loucof God, and our nzighbor? To retain: the me- 
morie of miuries is troubleſome, and vexes the minde,bur 
what troublc or painc 1sitto ler ones anger goe, not to | 
ſpeake cuill, nor to reproach or flander our neighbour ? not 
to {weare? to aske g004 things of God that giveth them 
readily ? It is troubleſome to the minde to carke and care, 
and take thought; bur to reſt on God by faith, how ſweet 
a caſeis it tothe heart ? It isaflander then agaiult godli- 
neſle, to ſay it is ſo full of paine and trouble. And of.rhe 


decceirfulnefle ol the heart, in perſwading fo much. 


CHayr, X X. 


O f the deceit of the heart inthat which it 
promſeth to Vs. 


EIBE arcnow to proceed on to the third head of de- 
\ A ccirfulueſle, which is in promiſing : And tha® 
i is cither to 9x7 /z/uer;or to God. Toour ſelucs 

we deceitfully promiſe many things. 

Firſt, pleaſure, profit, and the ſweerneſſe of both in fin ; 
bur in the end inſtead hereof (fo faithfull are our hearts of 
their words) wefinde nothing but gall, and wormewood; 
ſhamein the world, confuſion and horrour in our owne 
conſciences, Whence that queſtion ; hat fruit hane yet 
in thoſe things, wherefore ye are now afbamed ? As if hee 
ſhould haueſayd; Your hearts promiſed you much plea- 
ſure and coutentument in firme : Alas where is it? ye finde 
now nothivg but ſhame. So true is that of Salomon + The 
rightcous is more excellent then his neighbour ; bur rhe 
way of the wicked deceiues them. They Niinke them ſclues 


if they could finde that felicitic in their wicked wayes, 


faric better thenthe rightceus: ind ſo they were indecd, | 
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which their deccitfull hearts promite ; but this they doe 

not + Their way deceiues them, as hee ſhewes. in the next 

verſe, The deceirfull man(cthough when he went about ts 

| ſteale bis veniſon, promiſed much mirthand theeretohim- 
ſelfe, yet he comes ſhort of his reckoning) hee ſhall nvr/o 
much as roſt that hee tooke'in the hunting. In covetoule 

nefſe, what happineſſe doththe heart promiſe it ſelfe in 

24ine, thoughncuer ſo vnlawfull and ynrighteous? But 

how deceitfully, many <examplescan witnefſe. What got 

Ananias and Saphirah, by reſcruing to rhemſelucs ſacrife- 

gioufly the Churches goods ; but a ſhamefull and ighomi- 

nious death ? No more did Ba/dam, when hope of gaine, | 

and the large promiſes of the King, made him blindly and 

boldly ruſh vpon the Angels ſword ; Whence the Scrip- 

ture vſeth that phraſe of the Deceit of Balaams wages: | ludenn. 

What got Gehezs by taking vp that good morſel], as hee; | 

thought, which his Maftcr fo vawiſely, im his conceir, ler 

goe beſide his lips ? nothing but a leprofic. Did note 4- 

chans Babiloniſh garment bring the ſtones about his cares? 

and Judas thirtie peeces of filuer the halter about his neck? 

Excellent Salomon, The bread of deceit ſcemes pleaſant to a 

man, but afterward hi: mouth u filled with grauell. There 

are ſome meats which are yerie pleaſant in themourh, and | 

it-is delightful ro hold; and'roule them there, bur afrec | 

once they are fwallowed-downe, wirh the fiſh, we feele rhe | 

hooke fticking in our iawes ; bciag in the 'tomacke they | 

make vs wondtous ficke, ſo that we cannot be well rillthe | 

ftomke have difgorged ir felfe. This is the-fimilitude-, 

whereby Zophar.im ob; doth moſt elegambyrep:efent v1- | | 

tovsrhe deceitfulnes of that pleaſure rhecourtousprMIE. 


ſweet in his month, 4#d he hid it vnder his tongue, and kepr/| i $-explat» 

it cloſe in bis maneh, notling it" about ac a perceof Sugars: T : 

Bur what, was itſo ſweet in hisbelly too > Ne, bar mean]! | 

in his baweltwas turned; it became the gall of Afpenin the | 
” 


e 
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middeſt of him : He hath denonred ſubſtance, and he ſhall 
vomit it; God ſhall draw it out of hu belly : And thusin | 
the Golpell, are plcaſures well called rhornes, not onely 
for choaking the Word, bur alſo for pricking and woun- 
ding the conſcience with true ſorrow , infcad of that falſe 
and flactering delight which we expected. Asit is thusin 
couetouſneſle, lo in ambition, and all other finnes. Did 
note Adam and Exe promile vnto themſclues in the cating 
of the forbidden tree, the glorie of the God-head? For 
what clſe meanerh that birrce ſcoffe, and ſalt ſarcalme of 


the Lord, Behold,man i become like one of vs? But what 
was the iſſue ? CMoſes tfls vs: Thenwere their eyes ope- 
ned, and they ſaw their nakedneſſe ; they ſaw how they 
weremocked ; how for the mines of gold they had mer 
with cole-pits, nay, for heauen, with hell; for a throne of 
gloric; with the dunghill ofignominie. Inthis regard the 
Apoſtle ſaith, that ſinne decerned him, becauſe of this de- 
ccitfull promiſe of his heart, concerning finne : And for 
the ſamereaſonhe calleth the luſts of the fleſh,the dgreina- 
ble luſts of old eAdam ; in the fame ſenſe that Sulomor 
cals the Rulers meat, a decesuable meat : Becauſe we pro- 
miſe ſuchgreat matters of p_ delight ro our (clues in 
our ſinnes, the contraric whereof ard our ownc 
wofull experience teacheth vs : For finne imbraces ys in- 
deed, buric is like the Serpent: Together with the im- 
brace it mortally ſtings vs. Beleeue wenot then theſe in- 
chanting ſongs and tairepromiſes : Wee ſhall ſmart for 
our credulirie afterward. Sinne that lay quiet before$ ke 
a ſiceping dopge; will afterward awake, . and'flic in our 
throats; andof a fricadly perſwader, it will turne a moſt 
vehement accuſer. The promiſed pleaſure ſhall vaniſh 
with the yerie aRt of the finne, and chen comes the ting of 


|;theguit. After the finne is thorowly done, ſhall we per- 


(crigc the hainouſnefſe therco. 


_ © Secondly, wedeccitfully promiſe to our ſelues the cn- 
| | joyment 
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 ioyment of many outward blefſings, which yet weeneuer 
pet Thus Sax/ promiſed himſelte eifiveld over D and, 
cing ſhut vp in Keilah : The Lord, ſaith hee, hath dets- 
wered bins into my hand; So alſo did the Iebufites triumph 
againſt D avid, as though they had beene fare enough '* 
cuct being ouercome by him. This deceit we may fee in 
the cracking of Gotah and Senacherib, whohad intheir 
| preſuming hope, got the viRtorie of their aduerſaries be- 
fore the confli, and ſopurting on the harneſſe, gloricd as 
thoſe that putir off : And we may cafily diſcerne ir in our 
ſelues, whotoo toocafily belecuing ſuch things as we de- 
fire ſhould cometo paſſe, doe often make our ſclucs ſure 
ofthem, when yer inthe end wee come ſhort of them. | 
Hereindeceiuing our ſclues, as the Deuill would haue de- | 
ceiued our Saujour: eAll theſe things will I gine thee, 
ſaith he, which yet were not in his er to giue: No 
miore-are any of the leaſt of theſe things in our hands 
which we fo confidently aſſure to our ſelues. And there - 
fore to this deceit, oppoſe we Salomens counſell, Boaſt not | 
| of to morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring 
forth. Many things fall outberwixt the cup and the lip, 
in ſo much that oftemimes wee enioy not thoſe things | Deur.a8.30- 
which cuenalmoſt we bauein ourhands, 
Thirdly, ourhearts deceive vs inpromiſing Iknownot | 3. Happinelſe | 
what contcurment and happineſſe in the fruition of theſe | in entoyment. 
outward blcffings, when yet the cucnt anſwereth not our 
expeRation. O ſaith the deceirfull hcart of man, if T 
| _ have this or that which I deſire, fo much living, KY 
| fach or ſuch anoffice, or pt how comfort; 
| andfolatious a life ſhould 1lcad? well, when he hath his | 
| wiſh, irfareth with him almoſt, as with the Iſraelites in. 
their quailes ; He findeth more vanitie and vexation of ſp; 
| rit in thepreſence,theu he did before in the want ofthis his. 
| fo much'defired good. Hence alſo that phraſe of the deceis-|| 
—_ of rickys, becauſe they do - performe that which, | 
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Iob 6. 


1Sam-1,5. 
If any w! 


(And) in this 
rationall par- 
ricle,ſhewing 
wife becauſe 


barrenneſſe, 
crauing his pi- 


Luk.12.39,20. 


our hearts promiſe vs co 
gard of worldly honours arecalled /zes, by Daxid, O yee 


ſons of men, how long will ye fellow after lies? The lyein 


indeed is in our owne falſe hearts. We make them lyers, 
that wepromilſe ſuch great matters to our {clues of them. 

Whereas inthe end the/eaning-ſtaffe, becomes a knocking 
cxdgell; and the propto ſuſtaine vs, likethe ef;gyptianreed 
prouesa a pricke to pierce and paine vs, and as /ob com- 

plaines ofhist friends, all theſc matters which wethoughr 
would haue beene ynempriable fountaines of comfort, de- 
ceine vs like a brooke, whoſe waters faile in-the ſummer, 
when w:c haue greateſt yſcof them, Thus Exe promiſed 
her ſelfe grear matters in Cain, and he was themanobrai- 
n<d as a ſpeciall bleſſing of the Lord, and his brother was 


proueda veric thorne in her fide, and pricke in her eye. So 
concerning Elkanah, itis noted thar hee loued Hannah 


tcrof comfort to himfſelfe in her, then inthe other. Bur 
whatfollowed ? He lowedher, faith the Prophet, ad the 
Lord made her barren. Marlfe the coniundtion of his lo- 


in all ſuchcarthly creatures, whereumo-weeleaue inotdi- 
nately, falſely promiſing ioy to our ſelues intheir vie :God 
in his wſtiudgement ſhall make them barren, ſothat they 
ſhall notyceld vs a 
which weex ;- The rich-foole, hee promiſed: him- 
Felfea little 
&c. Butalas, how ſoone did God diſeaſe him? © foote, 
this night ſhall they take away thyſonle, and then where is 
thine ea/e ? Thereaſon of this deeeit is, for that we,in our 
expeRation of theſe outward things, before they came, 
| apprebend onely the good, and thefweet, abftraGied from 
the ſowre; the pleaſure divided from the paine : hue, in 


— 
ing them, -In the famere. 


called Habel, Vanitie, as being no body inregard of him.. 
But afterward this her ſonne,on whom ſhe ſo much doted, 


quarter of that comfort,. or benefit, 


morethen his other wife,promiſing no doubr greater mat.. | 


ving her, and Gods making ofher barren, Soſhall ir bee | 


en in his riches : Soate, take thine eaſe, | 
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the fruition, we fecle both, yea more of the ſowre theu of | | 


the ſweet. Aud hence it comes to paſſe, that nothing 
-pleaſeth ys ſo well jn the nition, as in the expeBtation. 
Nay, nothing almoſt which pleaſcth ys when. hoped tor, 


but does more diſpleaſe vs when had. | Nothing 1 meane | 
| of theſe remporals, whereof now wee ſperke, For as for 
cternals, they are more loucd of ys, when poſſeſſed, then 


when deſired, For it is impoſſible for any man ro ima- 


gine, or concciue of a greater happinefſe thenchat which | 


they haue in themſelues, that ſo having them hee ſhould 
begin to deſpiſe them, finding leſſe then he looked for be- 
fore hc had them. Nay,our opinion doth not ſo much run 
ouer in conceiuing of temporals, .as it comes ſhort in the 
apprehenſion of crernals. 

Fourthly, our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing yoto vs, 
both freedome from Gods iudgements in fume, and the 
fruition of his merciesin the negleR of obedience + Inthe 
one, cunningly ſeparating the end from the meancs, hell 
damnation, iudgement from ſinne; and inthe other, the 
meanes from the end, holineſlſe, righteouſneſſe, from fal- 


uation ; telling vs, wee may cnioy thecnd without the | 


meanes, gloric without grace, a plentifult harucft without 
ſeed ſowen, As the Demi! would haue deceiued our Sa- 
+ uiour, promiſing him ſafe deſcent from the Temple, with= 
out going downe by the ſtaires : ſo here would our hearts 
deccive vs, promiſing a ſure aſcent vpinto Heaven, with- 
out going vp by the ſtaires of the workes of obcdience. 
A fearefull thing ir isto ſce men goe on boldly in their 
finncs, and yet as boldly to promite 
O fookiſh for ! who haththus bewitched thee, ro thinke 
that after thou haſt begun and cominued infin,thowſhale 
cnd in gloric; that after rhou haſt lived-many yeeres here 
in this world? and done nothing, bur hhamefully diſho- 
noured that God which made thee, with thy filchy;beaſt- 
1 ly life, full of all impuritie, that yer in the end God will 
| P 3 


honour 
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ven tothemſclues. | 
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EC 


wed, faith Panl, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor a- 
dulterers, nor wantons, nor -buggerars, Cc. ſpall inherit 
the kingdome of God. 
AndS. Peter tels ys, that God hath calkd vs vnto g/o- 
rie and vertue. To plorie, as the end; to vertze as the 
way leading vs thereunto. Neuer then looke for glorie,but 


fin and ſhame : And yet how many are there, like that man 
that Moſes ſpeakes of, who when he hearcs the curſes of 
the Law read, yet blefſeth bimſelfe in his heart, ſaying, 
I hall haxe peace, although I walke according to the pal 

bornneſſe of my heart ? When the Minifters of the Word 
threateninthe name of God, his judgements againſt finne; 
arcthere not, who fay inthcir hearts ; Tuſh,theſe are bur 
$kar-crowes ; God meanes noſuch matter, this is but a 


phert ſaycs hauc made a couenanr with hell, and death, and 
the reft of Gods iudgements, How could a coucnant, will 
ſome ſay, be made with hell? Fruecly, true couenant can 
| there benone; bur onely the deceitful heart of man per- 
ſwades it ſelfe of a couenant, and ſo beares vs in hand that 


4 


we ſhall be paſt-by vntouched, whatſocuer ſcourges come, 
Wee may ſec an-examplc of thisin Ze, who rehearfi 

Gods commandement aud threatning to the Serpent, be- 
ganto mince it, with 2 peraduenture; Leſt peraduenture 
Je die; when God abſolutely and — had ſayd, Is 
dying ye ſhall die. So they in Teremic, wicked and impe= 


| nitent wretches, yertflatter themſclues in hope of mercie. 


It maybe the Lord will doe according to all his wondrous 
workes. God threatned Ahab to root out his houſe : yet 
hepromiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of his houſe : And 


| left ſeuentie ſonnes behinde him, 2 King- 10, 1, 


Fiftly, 


honour thee with the gloric of his Saints? Bee nor deces-. 


policie to keepe men in awe? Theſcare ſuch as the Pro- | 


CEE 


_—_ — —_ ——— — 
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| in the way of vertue. God hath chained theſe two faſter | 
| together thenthat they ſhould be ſeyered ; Soalſo hath he 
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thereupon ſo followed the worke of generation, that hee [: 
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many Alrars, and Sacrifices, his defire and purpoſe of cur- 
ſing the Iſraelues wouldfadge. And this is the deceit of 
the ſuperſtitious , who boldly promiſenoſmall matter to 
themſclues vpon the carcfull performance of their ſuper- 
ſitious deuotions : Yea, a our ſelues , many thinke if | 


_ themſelues in conteſſion,and can ferch a kgh , 
orſhed a teare in Prayer,or ifthey be ſomething moredili- | 
ordinary , they 


gent in outward ſerutce of God then ſhall 
calily obtaincar Gods hands that which they deſire. | 
P 3 CHAP. 


—— _— 


| ml3 

Fifely , "Oar hearts deceive ys Fab end 5. Conrinu- 
immoueable continuance of our outward proſperitie. This } ance of pro- 
was Edoms dexcit , to whotn the Prophet thus ſpeaketh; | 'P<rii%, 

The pride of thine beart hath deceined thee : Thow that | Obad,z. 
. dwelleft in the Clifts of the Rocke , whoſe habitation is 

high, that ſaith in his heart, who ſhall bring mee downe 

to the ground ? This deceit was in her that (aid, 7 ſit as 4 

cene , and ſpall feele no ſorrowes. Yea , the godly 
them(elues are ſubic& to this deluſion : as D aid, whenin Plal.z0.6, 
his proſperitie hee ſaid he ſhould neuer bee moued; and 
Tob when in his flouriſhing eſtate he ſaid, 7 ball die in my | 1h 29.18, 
neſt, and multiply my dayes as the ſands , No maruell then 
if the Foole lay to himſclfe, Thou haſt goods laid vp for | 

eeress. 

Sintly, Wee falſly promiſe te our ſelues good ſucceſle | 9. Succefſevp- } 
ypon weake andiinſufficient grounds, As CIHicah , Now, | ® inlulfigene 
Tkyow, faith hee, rhe Lord will bee good onto mee. Why | _ 
Micah ? Becanſe I hane a Leuite to my Prieſt: yea, 
but God did not allow of ſuch rouing /ep-land Leuites : 
neither were priuate houſes the place where God would 
haue the Leuires imployed, but the Tabernacle. Herein it 

| ſeemes Balaam decciued himſelfe, hoping becauſe of his | Numaz;r,2,3. 
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CSaf, XXl, 


Of the deceit of the heart in that which 
it promiſeth to God. 


1. ToGod, Hus wee hauec ſcenc how dceceitfull our hearts are 
in the promiſes thcy make to ox /elxes : it re- 
mayneth to ſee the like deccitfulnefle inthe pro- 

mues they make to God. 

Now the heart is deccitfull inpromifing to God, either 
theduties of repentance, and reformation in general , or 
| any ſpeciall dutie in ſpeciall., 
1.Duries par- Firſt, for particular duties, how often doe wee purpoſe 
ticular, and | and ſccretly , yea, otherwhile more ſolemnelypromiſe to 
thar either -} God the performance of this or that, when yet, in the end 
ſwwply we docnothing leſſe, by reaſon of the ynſoundneſſe, and yn- 
| Preil.20,25, ſetledneſſe of our decciucable hearts ? Salomon infinuates, 
Ecclcl5>5. that in his time there were ſome, that after by you they 

had bound themſclues to the Lord for the aca of 
ſeruice, did yet afterward goe about to cnquire for Rea- 
ſons, how to bediſcharged of their vow. Zacob promiſed 
and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord, that being bleſſed in his 
jou ney, and ſafely returned home againe, hee would build 
an Altar in Bethel, and pay Tithes. Neuertheleſſe, for all 
this, Jaceb after his returne could fit ill}, and finde no lei- 
ſure to pay his yow, till God came,and plucked himby the 
earc, both by the afflitions ſent ypon him in himſelfe, and 
his children, and alſo by his owne voyce, as it were ſhew- 
ing him the reaſon of his danger before by E/ax , and now 
by the people of that Countrie , of D:nahs rauiſhment, 
and his Sonnes barbarous murther ; eAr:/e, goewpto Be- 

. #hel, and build there an eAltar, according to thy vow. 

How often doe the beſt purpoſe with theraſclues to ſhew 

fome | 
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| ping, thenthoſe of whom he complayned before, w 


ſome proofe of their ſpirituall grace,in performance of this 
or thatdurie : when yet , when it comes to the tryall, vye 
arc altogether diſabled , and ſhew nothing but weakneſſe 
and corruption, becauſe we haue by our negligence and (e- 
curitie grieued the Spirit of God ? Wherein it fareth with 
vs,25 With Samſon, who ſaid with himſelfe, 7will goe 
out now as at other times, and ſhake my ſelfe; but he knew 
noe, faith the Prophet,char the Spirit of the Lord was de- 
parted from him : Ando his heart decciued him. Thus 
was ut with Daxid; I ſaid, Twill looke to my wayes, that 
I frune not with my tongue : I will keepe my mouth bride- 
led whileſt the wicked is in ſight : but preſauly after hee 
ſhewes how ſoone he broke his vyord Hy heart was hety 
the fire kindled, and Tſpake with my tongue , Cc, Peters 
example is very memorable ; Hoyy confident was heein 
protciting and promiſing concerning his ſticking to Chriſt, 
tothe very death ? Bur yet quickly plucked in his ſaailes 
hornes, cueu at the flight touching of a filly Wench, How 
ſoone ſaith «Auſten, did thou denie him as a dead man, 
whom before thou confeſſed as the liuing Sorne of God? 
To this place belongeth that yſuall deceit, whereby we 
ſecretly promiſe to the Lord the doing of this or that, 
when our preſent eſtate ſhall bee changed, Oh if I were 
thus and thus, I would doe ſoand ſo, If 7 werea King, 
faith eAb/olow , 1 would ſee Iuſtice done to exery mas. 
Thinke we he would baue bin as good as his word, if cuer 
he had becne King ? Afﬀuredly none would  haue bcene 
more tyrannicall, If I were a rich man, faith one, Ohow 
liberall, how free-hearted would I be > God happily lets 
him haue h wi/5, but hee lets not God hauc hs proms/e. 
God giueth rschesto him,but he no /iberal3tie to God Nay, 
when he is become rich, he is more yniuſt, niggardly ſcra» 
bh he 
was poore. Thus young menthinke with themſclues,vyhen 
they come to be old, they vvill not offend in thoſe faults 
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wherein they ſce age ſo much ouer-taken, as frowardneſle, 
moroſitie, impartiencic, contempt of youth, &c, Vamar- 
ricd perſons thinke, when they are once married, they ſhall 
live ſo louingly, and comfortably, and bee quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they ſee married folke to offend in, 
Men without children, if once they might come to haue 
children, O the duties they would performe, the careof 
| godly education they would true, Priuate men, If they 
were in places of Gouernment. O the wonders that they 
then would doe. And in eucry tate and. condition, what- 
ſocuer want wee fſce in others, wee dare promiſe touching 
ourſeluces a freedome from it, if wee were in it. But wec 
know not, at leaft remembernot, that euery Nate hath ſe- 
ucrall temptations, and burdens , annexed vnto it. And 


or ſtand nder the other , till it come to the tryall. Nay ; 
ratherwe ſhould fcare the worſe of our ſelues. Behold, now, 
being poore, Tam couctous, when I want that bait of fee- 
ling the ſweet of gaine, which rich men haue : What then 
ſhould I be, if I were rich, when the danger is greater to 
haue our hearts tolne away by riches encreafing? Behold, 
now Tam afingleman, and haue no' bodie to looke to but 
my ſelfe, and yet I findeI haue enough to doe this well : 
how then ſhall I doe when beſides my ſelfe T haue a Family 
| to ouer-ſ{ee? Behold, now Iam a priuate man, and haue no 
bodice but mine owne Family to gouerne, and yet I find my 
hands full withthis: Alas! If T were in publike place of 
gouernment, how ſhould I be overcharged? Behold, be- 
| ing but a meane obſcure perſon, I yet find it hard to hum- 
ble and keepe vnder my proud heart : What ſhould I doe 
then, if T flouriſhed in worldly glorie, and were a great 
once'in Princes Courts? Loe, I can hardly Rand fat in 
I ; Howthen canTfecure my feet in {lipperie 


| Secondly, In promifing to God repentance , and refor- 


—— 
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how can we know, cither how we ſhall »ich&and the one, , 
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mation in generall, the caſe is a like. Men in their affi- 
ons and ficknefle, looking for death, how liberall are they 
in their promiſes ? Burt afterward how baſcly niggardly 
| arethey in their performances ? They play childrens play 
wich God, they take away a thing , as ſoone as they haue 
giuvenit, When I ebuchadnezar befieged eruſalem, then 
the Iewes made a tolemne couenant with the Lord , to ſer 
free their Seruants : But no ſooner had the King rcmoued 
his fiege, but they retracted, and repealed their vow , and 
brought backe againe their Seruants into their former 
bondage. So fareth it with theſe kinde of men : When God 
_ fiegeto them, by fickneſſe , or fome other pinching 


ning the putting away of our fines; But noſooner doth 
God beginto depart and (lake his wrath , but wee returne 
with the Dopge to the yomir,, and with the Sow to our 
wallowing in the myre : Like Pharaoh , that diſmifſed 
the Iſraclites, when death entred within his Pallaces, but 
preſently after, in all haſte, makes after them , to fetch 

them backe againe, Thus was itin that great Sweat in the | 
the time of King Edward : As long (fayes one) as the | 
feruentneſle of the Plague laftcd , there was crying peccas- | 
#5, peccans ; mercie good Lord, mercy , mercy : The 
Miniſters of Gods Word were ſought for incuery corner, 
"they cduld notreſt, they might not ſleepe : yeemult come 
tomy Lord, yee muft come to my Ladie ; come if yece 
loue God, and if yee loue their faluationtarrie not: For 
Gods fake Maſter Minifter (ſay the ficke folkes) tell vs 
what wee ſhall doe to auoyde Gods wrath ; Take theſe 
bags,pay ſo much to ſuch a man; for I decciued him : giue 
him ſo much,forT gar it of him by vſury : T made a craftic 
bargaine wich ſuch a one , reſtore him ſo much, and defire 
him to forgiue me.Diuide this bag among the poore, carrie 
this to the Hoſpitall , pray for mee for Gods ſake , Good | 


Lord forgiue mce , &c. This was the diſhmulation of 
the 


affliction, then couenants and promiſes are made, concer- | 


ler.34,10,11« 
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the people for three or foure dayes , yyhiles the execution 


vvas, but after vyhen the rage vvas ſomeyyhat ſyyaged, 
thenrerurned they to their yomit, yyorſe then cuer they 
vyerc. Then that they had before cauſed to bee reſtored, 
and giuen in Almes , they ſceke to recover by more cuill 


{ dcuouring Cheuiſaunſes, This deceitfulnefſe God noteth 


in the Tſraclites, who bcing humbled with the terrours of 
the Law , promiſed very largely: all theſe things will we 
doe. But what ſaid God ; O that there were ſack a heart, 
namelyi, as in thisſolibcrall and franke a promiſe of obe- 
dience they make ſhew of , and atthis time thinke indeed 
they hauc. For now we ſpeake of ſuch a kind of deceitful. 
neſle, whereby we decciue our ſelues as well as others. We 
are not to thinke theſe Iſrachtes did groſly diſſemble with 
God: bur at that time, being in ſome diſtreſſe, they ſpake 
as they thought, and meant to doe, But by reaſon of their 
hearts were not throughly purged, and renued, it was one- 
terwards theirhearts retur- 

ning totheir old byas, they were not able to performe that 
which they promiſed. This the Scripture would teach, 
when it ſaith, their hearts ſtarted aſide like a deceirfwll 
Bow. Whcn aman ſhoots with a deceitfull Bow, though 
he leuell his Arrow and his cye direRly to the marke, and 
thinke with himſelfe to hit ir, yer indeed the Arrow , by 
reaſon of his deccitfull Bow, goes acleane contrarie way. 
Anſwerable to this Bow is our heart, to the Arrow the de- 
fires, purpeſes, and promiſes, wee conceiue , and make in 
our affliftions, The marke wee ayme at is repentance : to 

the which we thenlooke with fo accurate hos attentiue al 

eye, as though we would repentindecd : And that indeed 

is our purpoſe, and meaning then ; but our owne hearts de- 

cciue vs, For, becauſe they arenot truly renucd, but there 

is much ynſoundnefle ill in them. Hence it comes to 


—— — 


paſſe, that theſe Arrowes of our purpoſes, and promiſes of 
repentance neuer hit the marke, neuer ſort to any good ef- 
fc, 
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fe, but vaniſh in the ayre as ſmoake. eAbab did not 


groſlely diſſemble in that his humiliation wrought by the 


Prophets reprehenſion; but hee meant in good ſadnefle, 
when he clothed himſelfe in fackcloth : Onely his heart (ill 
remayned ynregenerate, and fo deceived him. So was it 
with Pharaoh alſo : One would thinke that water heated 
inthe fire , were indeed as truly hot as fire it ſelfe; But be. 
cauſc it is nota uaturall heate, butonely externall from the 
heate of the fire, remoue it but awhile from the fire, and it 
returnes again? to his owne Nature, and as the Pkiloſo- 

her obſerucs , becomes colder after the heating then it 
was before: So itis with theſe flaſhings of Deuorion and 
Holinefſe , which were in efhab , Pharaoh, and others 
in like caſe: They are not kindly, but violent; they are not 


from the inward fire of Gods Spirit, but from the outward 
fire of his Iudgements. And therefore when that is out, 
theſc are gone, 

And this is the third partof the hearts deceitfulneſſe, 
namely, its deccitfulnefle in promiſing. The vſe of that 
which hath beene ſpoken thereof, is 

Firſt, Toteach ys patience, when we are croſſed in thoſe 
things we defired, and wherein we promiſcd great felicitic 
to our ſelues : For God hee faw the deccitfulneſſe of our 
hearts in ſuchpromiſes, and that indced theſe things would 
in the event haue proued Serpents and Stones , Which wee 
thought would haue beene Fiſhes , and Bread, that 
they wofild haue beene very bitter and burdenſome 
vBto vs, which wee fancied as matters of comfort and 


| delight, 


Secondly, To reſt contented in that eſtate whercin wee 
arc : Forhowſocuer wee promiſe much of our {clues , if 
oureſtare ſhould change for the better, as from Pouertie to 


! Riches , from Obſcuritic toGlory, and greatueſſe in the 


| 
| 


$ 


World, and preſume of our owne ſtrevgth, not to be tou- 


ched with thoſe infirmities that yſually attend ſuch eſtates; 
yer 
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yet wee haue learned how deceitfull our hearts bee herein. 
Haue wee then aliberall and mercifull affe&ion in our po- 
uertic ; let vs not bee ouer-defirous of a richer condicion z 
For wee know not whether thcn wee ſhall bee of the ſame 
minde , yes, or no : And that affe&tion we haue to libera- 
litie while we arc poore, is acceptcd of God for liberali- 
tieit ſelfe, Take heed then of this deceit. Thou defirelt to 
bee rich , that thou mighte(t bee berall, Sy much thy 
heart promiſeth thce, that chou ſhouldeſt be very /4berat, 
if thou wert once rich : Loe , thou art /iberal! , be- 
fore thou art rich , inregard of the affe ion and dilpo- 
tion of thy heart; and when thou art ysch thou art not 
ſo much as liberallin affef5o#. Thou doelt not onely not 
get that iberalitic in 4&0» , which thou promiſedft thy 
ſelfe in riches , but alſo thou leeſeſt , rogether with thy 
pouertie , that liberalitie in affe&io» which then thou 
hadc!eſt, O deceitfull heart , who by promifing vs more, 
makeſt ys to haue lfſe! Defire then rather to keepe thy 
pourrtie, that thou mayeſt keepe thy /iberalitie ; remem- 
Prou,19,32+ bring that of Salomon, that though that whicha man ſhould 
opened, ſpecially deſire to hu goodneſſe , thatis, to doe good in 
workes of liberalitie ; yet a poore CAar , that hauing 
nothing to giue, hath yer a giuing affeRion , zs better 
then a Lyer ; that is, as I take it, better then ſuch a 
richman, who before hee was rich, would bragge much 
what hce would doe if hee were rich, and yet becing 
rich , is poorer in liberalitie then cuer he was : who is 
therefore in regardof this deceirfulneſſe of heart, worthily 
called a Zyer by the Holy Ghoſt. Be not then, through 
this deceittulneſſe, moued to the defire of an higher and 
2.Cor 8.13; greater eſtate, If there bee a willing minde , God accepts 
| 4 man according to that hee hath, and not according to 
that be hath not. Then againe, conſider withthy ſelfe,what 
likelihood there is, that thou ſhouldeſt doe a greater good, 
( which belongeth to a higher place ) becing therein, * 
| who 
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who canſt not doe the leffer good , (which belongeth to 
a meaner place)wherin now thou art. Thou art a bad poore 
man:thou wouldit be a worſe rich man,Thou art an il gen- 
tleman:and is there any hope that thou would(t be a better 
nobleman?In pouertie & meannes thou canſt not be free frs 
thoſe infirmities whereto that eſtateis ſi;bieR; & yer thin- 
keſt thou to eſcape thoſe whereto riches & honors lie open? 
Thirdly, to beouer-bold or lauiſh in promiſing much of 
our ſelues.Do we with the moſt ; but ſpeake wee with the 
leaft : For our hearts will deceiuc vs, Wee would hardly 
give our words fora falſe Knaue, that had often deceiued 
vs. Why then learne we not the like wiſedome here , not 
topromiſe any great matters of our ſelues, fince we haue 
fuchdecciuing hearts , as will ſhame vs in the cnd, if wee 
preſame any thing farre on them. It is a ſhame to vs, when 
others, of whom we haue promiſed much vnto our fricnds, 
ſhall decciue vs : Therefore the Apoſtle , hautug promiſed 
Titxs no {mall things concerning the Corinthians , faith, 
he was rot a/hamed in that whereof he had boafted of them 
vnto Titus, becauſe theirdoings had aboundantly iuſtified 
his ſayings. Thereby infinuating , what a ſhame it would 
hauc Dn vnto him, #fthe Corinthians had decciued that 
hope, and confidence whichhe had of them. O then, what 
a foule ſhame muſt it needs bee, when our owne hearts 
ſhall deceiue vs in that which we haue promiſed of them 
to God? Suffer we not then our tongues to runneouer in 
this kinde, leaf it fare with vs, as with that ſame young 


'man inthe Goſpell, who came running in all the haſte to 


our: Sauiour crying out , Good Maſter , what good thing 
muft I do to get eternall life; therein ſecretly promiſing | 
that hce would bee willing to do any thing Chriſt ſhould 
command him: For it isas if he ſhould haue ſaid : O let me 
but know what is to be dons, and be it what it willbe, loe 
here T am readie preſt to do it, But when Chrift told him 
what was to be done, Go ſell all,and gize to the poore, &c. 


then | 
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then hee flunke , and ſhrunke backe. For how many are 
there, that through this kinde of deceitfulnefſe, deale w.th 
Ruth 1.10.14 | Godas Horpha did with Naomi , making her beleeue that 
nothing ſhould be able to ſeperate them! there was no hoe, 
but ſhe muſt needsfollow Naomie into Iudea : burſhe was 
ſoone intreatedto ſtay behinde , and take her leaue, The 
Prophet 0/ea bringeth in the Iſraclices , renewing their 
coucnant with the Lord, invery ſcrious manner; Come,let 
vireturne to the Lord, &c. One would thinke here were 
an excellent ſpirit of finceritic. But God, diſcerning guile 
in this their {o hot and haſtic zcale , paſſeth this ſentence 
vpon it; What ſhall I do wnto thee O Ephraim? &-c. ell 
| thy righteouſneſſe ts as the morning dew. And therefore 
| when our hearts promuſe any thing to God, whether 0- 
penly, or ſecretly, we muft deſire Gods Rtrength to inable 
vs for performance, as Daxid, hauing promiſed, 7 will 
Pſal,219-8. keepe thy ſtatutes, prayeth, forſake me not oxer-long, Yea, 
we muſt in this cafe deale with our hcarts as 7o/xa did | 
with the Iſraclites, promiſing their ſcruice to the Lord : O 
Loſh.34,16,17; | faies [oſjua, ye cannot ſerue the Lord , heisatealous God, 
18.19, | | ec. So weinlikemanner muſt propound to our ſelues the 
difficultie of doing any good thing : both in regard of our 
Pro.6.1. weakeneſſe, and Satans wileneſſe. And as in being ſuretie to 
man tor our brother, the Scripture exhorts vs to bee well 
aduiſed what we do; ſo much more ought we to bee heed- 
full, and conſiderate in this ſurctiſhip to God for ſuch falſe 
hearts as theſe are, that weighing well our owne inabilitie 
| todoſo much as the leaſt good, we may neuerpreſume to 
| ynderrake any ſuch matter, otherwiſe then in thedeniall of 
| -our ſelucs, and in the earneſt crauing o! the preſence of the 
ſpirit , without whom wee -can neither promile, nor per= 
forme as we ought, , 
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Of fore deceits of the heart in prattifing. 


And the ſhewes it ſ:lfe indiuers particulars, 

Firſt, The decei:fulneſſe of heart in prattifing, appeareth 
in this ſchneſſe and vncertaintre thercof 3 whereby it 
commethto paſſe, that wee cannot hold on a conſtane ee- 
nour in any good courſe, with , without making of many 
interruptions. Many begin to enter into fuck and ſuch 
good waies of repentance and reformation , but they 
ſoone grow wearie , and breake off. N ebuchadnezzar, 
ſeeing the excellent propheticall ſpirit ot Damel, in in- 
terprering his dreame, was ſo affeQed,that onely Daniels 
God muſt be the true God, And yer this laſted not long. 
For within alittle while after, for allthis his Idollmuſt be 
worſhipped vnder paine of death, And after this , the 
fight of the miracle tn the three childrens deliuerie,that the 
firewhich was fire to burne the bands wherewith they 
were tyed, was no fire, ſomuch as to findgetheir apparel: 
how did it further worke vpon him , and wring from him 
the acknovvledgemeat of the true God? Yet, for all 
this', not long after, vye may fee him jetting ir in bis 
Palace, and- as proudly: as cuer aduancing himfelfe 
adoue the Lord. Neither is it thus onely with the wicked, 
but in the podly alſo themſelucs, in the true praQtiſc 


BER Ow wee are come to the fourth and laſt head of 
TSR thc ficſt kind of the ſelfe-deceining of the heart, 
FAR namely, the deceirfulneſſe which is in pratifng. 


————— 
— 


of godlineſſe, though norin like manner, whence it is, that 
they find ſuch vn-uenneſle in their liues , that they ae fo 
| off, and on, ſo out and in; now in good frame, but by and 


by ſenſibly diftempred , 2nd altogether vnlike themſelues. | 
Sometimes 


4.In praQig 
where thy 'S 


1 Deceit is. | 
the hearts = 
kleneſle in 
good, 


Dan.4,47. 


Chap,z 5s 


DD —— 


Luk,$-396 


Pſal,2344. 


Antioch, 


1,Sam27«1, 


Hom-13 4d pop, 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


—— 


th 


_—_—_—_— 


lh 


Sometimes how.are wee hoyſed. vp.to.the very skies, in 

abound ance of pure and heanenly meditations, and conſo. 

lacions, asit wererapt vp With Paxlinto Paradiſe , or al. 

cending in Elias fierie chariot into heaucn? Otherwhile 

gaine caſt downe into the very deepes of hell, not able to 

pray,hearc,meditate with any fecling of comfort, Some- 

times in praycr transformed m our foule ( fo arcwe raui- 

ſhed) as Chriſt was in bodie, when he pray:d. Other- 
while againe as heauy in-prayer as the ſleepy Diſciples 
with Chriſt in the Garden; the wings of our faith 
being clipt, our prayers lye g'ouelivg. one the ground, 
Sometimes ſo comfortable, and couragious, that wee can 
lay with Daxid, Though I were im the valley of death it 
would I feare none 4 :otherwhile againe ſo deaded and de- 
iced inour ſpirits , that weare like him , when hee faid, 
One day I faall die by the hand of Saul. Sometimes fo 
ſtrong in faith, that wecan overcome the greateſt dangers, 
and with Peter can walke ypon the ſwelling waues : By 
and by ſofaint, and brought roſolow mcbbe that wee 
fall downecuen infarre leſſer dangers : as Peter began to 
finke at the riſing of the wind. Sometimes ſo patient that 
we can quietly bcare the greateſt indignities ; preſcutly af- 
ter ſo impatient , rhat we cannot put yp the ſmalleſt yn- 
kindneflc : As Daxid , paticnt in Sax/s perſecution, im- 
patient in A abalsdiſcurtiſie, To concInde. Inthe hearing 
of the Word, how do we feele ſometimes our hearts to 
burne, and glow within vs? O the heauenly affeRions 
we then feele inkindled! O the ſweet difpoſition and frame 
our hearts bee in then! Little would we thenke then 
that afterward we ſhould bee ſo much cooled, as wee! 
arc-very quickly after our departure from this fire, and 
comming into the freezing ayre of the world : In which 


regard, as ſons faies, the Miniſters haue the greater 
c 


trouble, becauſe they never finde their worke. as they 
left jt, as other workemen doe, the Smith, the 
loyner, 
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loyner,&c. who as they left their worke in the Eucning, 
ſo they find it in the Morrung : but the Miniſters ſhall fend 
their worke alrogerher put our of traine and order,by rea- 
ſon of our deceutull hearts, that ſteale from vschote good 
atte&10ns we had betore. It a horſe naturally Troc ,and for 
| ſome {pace of crime hath accuſtomed hunleltc cherero, 
| though by Art he bee broken , and made Amble, yer in 


journeying he will be euer andanone offering to goe our | 


of his Amble into his Trot : So regenerate men, becauſe 
natural y their hearcs are cuill, though in pare morcified 
by grace, they haue learned to doe well, yet cuer & anone 
they hauc experience of the readines of cheir heart to break 
| Out-into their old courſes, Corruption in them will have 
| ſome flurts. Our heart is che in{trument wee mult worke 
wich , in the ſeruice of God : Bur a deceentull inftrument 
will not hold out in working; no more will our decertull 
heart in che ſcruing of God. 

The /econd point ot deceifulnelle in thiskind, is3nthe 
ſlippermeſſe of our hearts; whereby it comes to patle, chat 
they gue, both God, and our ſclues, the flip, whiltt they 
are in the performance of good exerciſes. - As when in 
Prayers, Meditation , and hearing of the Word, they {lily 
ſteale away , andplay the Fuginues , carried away with 
idle, and wandring imaginauons, T his Deccittulnalle che 
moſt holy haue miſerable experience otzcheir hearts here- 
in dealivg with them, as if our ſeruant, imployed in ſome 
bulinelle, rogerher with our (clues, in the middeſt of che 
worke ſhould priuily fteale away , wee not marking, or 
minding of him. That holy Father eſter fel this,and 
bewailed it in himſclte , that it in hamfelfe , char an his 
moſt ſerious Mcditations of heauenly chings, his minde 
was calily diftrated by the tleighteft occalions, Concer- 
ning the which hee thus wricech z * Lereuery man there. 
« fore-marke and conlider what doings there are within 
© 1nthe heart, how ofcentimes our Prayers themſclues arc 


| 


= — ——_——— 


| 
| 


« ;n. 


2, Deccir, 
The flipperi- 
ncfle in the 
very at of 
performances 


Confef.t0.3 5, 


IE ea hm MMM AM 


In Pſal, $.9. 
2:S5am.7.17» 
cleared by 


| Auſten, 


Dixit ſe inueni- 
re cor ſuum, 
quaſi ſoleret fiut- 
gere, + alle ſc- 
qui gueſ ſugi- 
tizum, Cf 201! 
comprehendere, 
erclamare;& ce 
Pſal.38. 


ITI.Deceit, 
ſecret foyſting 
in of corrup- 
tion into good 
aRions, 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


| *3nterrupred with vaine thoughts. , ſo that our heart can 


&© hardly ſtand til with God:though yer it would lay hold 
« on it ſelfe, and ſo make it felte ro ſtay with him, yer in 
« a ſortitflierh away as it were from ir ſelfe, neither canie 
& fnd any bounds whereby it may keepe in it ſclfe from 
« flying away in her wandring motions , tharſo carying 
© ſtill with the Lord it may bee retreſhed with ſweete de- 
& lights by him, Hardly among many of our Prayers 
« meere we with ſuch a Prayer. Euecric one would berea- 
6 die to ſay thatthis were ſo onely with him, and that 0. 
« thers were nottroubledin like manner , valetlc we had 
« heard Daxid ina certaine place ſaying : Thereforethy 
*© ſeruant hath found his heart to pray vnto thee. Zoe, he 


| ſayesthat he found his heart, as thowgh his heart were wont 


to flie away from him, and he fawe to runne after this fugs- 
tize, and being not able to catch it himſelfe , to crie to the 
Lord, my heart hath l:ft me. So farre eAuſtine excellent. 
ly ſerteth forth this Deccitfulneile.of our hearts, Would 
we not count him a deceittull friend , who, when wee 
ſhould haue greatctt vie of hum, would then, be ſureto be 
out of the way 2. Alike deceittull muſt our hearts needes 
bee, chiefeſt inſtruments wherewith wee areto ſerue the 
Lord; And yet when Gods feruice 3s to bee performed of 
vs, our hearts are thento find, they haue runneaway from 


vs, andſo, when weſhould ſceke God, wee. muſt firſt goe 
| ſeeke our (clues. 


The third deceit is , when our hearts doe priuily, and 


| ſecretly, wee ſcarcely percemung it , foyſt in, andcloſcly 
\ conuay ſome corruption into our good aftions,cuen then, 


when weare in the very a& of performance, And with 
this deceit are cuen the cluldren of God themſclues ex- 
ccedingly troubled. For howſoeuer they propound not 
to themiclues any of theſe by and baſe reſpetis of praiſe, 
and vaine-gloric, &c. in their good actions, but rather doe 
ſet themſclucs againſt them; yer theſe things doe come in 

by 


_—— 


ts 


— - 


Ko 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart, 


by ealth, and ſlyly anſinuate , and wind in themſclues | 


into their hearts, as once the Serpentintothe Garden. So 
ficly in this regard doch thePropher call our heart deccit- 
full, in chat word , in che i » from whence [cob 
had his name , becauſe our»fleſhly hearcs doe the ſame 
thing co che ſpirit, in doing of good, which Z/acob did to 
his brother, comming out of the Wombe, as it were fup- 
lantic , and catch ac by che heele, when icisin running 


| of the Chrittian race;tor what elſe doe they, when they in. 


crude , and obtrude ypon ys their owne carnall and cor - 
rupt affeions?Looke how thoſe Sawaritanes would haue 
had their fingers inthe building of the Temple with the 
Iewes,namely, with a purpoſe to haue deſtroyed ic , and 
looke how [ch offered ſacrifice to Baa! , killing his 
prieſts at the ſame time; aud looke how Hu/pai went to 
cAb/o/oms company to overthrow himzAlike deale our 


hearts with vs; needs will they intermeddle in our good 


ations, buc it is but to rob vs of them , by transforming 
them into ſinne, through the mixture of their corruption 3 
For when there ſprings vp any ſweetefountaines ct grace 
within vs, then doe they cloſely/as once the Phil://sms 
dealc with [ſachs wells,which hee had digged)caſt in their 
filchy dyrt and duft,cuen to ftop them yp therewith: They 
drop downe from their impure hands ſome filth , vpon 
that pure webbe che Spiric weaueth, and ſo make it a men. 
ftruous cloath: They cunningly pur in their leauen inro 
the Spirits dough, and ſo ſowre it, and makeit diſta;' cfull 
tothe Lord, When ſometime the Spirit of grace is offe. 
ring to putforth itſelfe , as once Zarahin Thamars 
wombe, yer by rcaſon of this deceitfulneile of our hearrs, 
it-recoyles preſently and goes back: 1o aS Zar«b did,and 
the flelh ike Perez , chat ſteppes betore itz and (o as chey 
were deceiued when Zarahs hand was firit ſcene, fo wee 
ofren, when wee tcele our {clues making ſome oftcrs to. 
wards God, For as knauiſh con»- catchers , watciurig the 
times when honet{ men are to goe to ſome folemmiic ct 
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feaſting , crafcily thruſt in themſelues, that they may filch 
ſomerhing away : ſowhere Grace is toimploy her (eltfc, 
Corruption will bc ſure to hauc an oare in this boate, & to 
intereſt it ſcl{c in the good aRion, that it may by this meanes 
ſeale away the beſt part of our comtort the.cin : as in the 
loue of grace and vertue in good women , it comes ſome- 
times to paſſe , that the impure and filthy loue of luſt and 
| concupiſcence, by certaine iuggling feates of conveyance, 
coggesin ir ſelfe, Therefore S. Pay writing to Twxorhie, 
a manrarely mortified, biddeth him yet to exhort younger 
women with pareneſſe,or chaſtely: becauſe through the 
deceifulneſſe of his heart , cuca then , whilelt hee was 
exhorting them to chaſtitie, ſome vnchaſte motiovs might 
come creeping into his owne heart, and ſtcale ypon 
him ynawares. And ſoin preaching while the Minifter js | 
ſtirring vp others to the zcale of Gods glorie , through 
this deceitfulneſſe of heart, it comes to paſlc too often, 
that thoughtsof pride and vainc-glorie poppe in them- 
ſclues, to defile and deface the glorie of the worke. In 
whichregard eAwften laies , that it is harder to Preach 
holily, th:n to heare, writing vpon that of D aid; Thow 
ſhalt make mee to heare the woyce of ioy and gladneſſe; 
which hee reades ſomething otherwilc, thus, Thou ſhale 
©* gixetoy ro my bearing. Whereupon h:e thus writeth: 
" The hearers of the Word are more happic then the 
*f ſpeakers. The learned hearer may bee humble ; but 
*the ſpeaker hee muſt ſtrive againſt pride, and the | 
& defire of pleaſing men , that they cloſely creepe not in 
.* ypon him, and caxſe him 20 diſpleaſe God, &c. The like 
deceit arewe ſubietvntoin praycr alſo: Witneſſe Tonahs 
example, of whom itis ſaid, that he then prayed, when in- 
| deed hee did nothing but quarrrell with God ; Reade the 
words of that his prayer, and you ſhall finde nothing | 
prayer-like in them : They ſeeme rather to bee a brawle, 


| then a prayer. How then is hce ſaid topray ? No doubt 


feeling | 
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feeling his weakenefſe in ging place to anger , hee 
though: to ſt-ive agairſt it, and inthis good mie ad- 
drefled himſclfe to praycr: but yer loc the deceittulneſſe of 
his heart ; while by praycr he thought to hauc ove:come 
his anger, anger oucrcame him and his prayer to, turning 
it into a iangling and wrangling expoſiul-tion with the 
Lord. Thus other-while men ſetting themſclues to medi- 
tare againſt ſome ſinne, in the very a of meditation 
haue bccne inſnared therein, For as m ſpeaking againlt 
ſome {imnes, it falls out that others ſometime are taug ht 
to praftiſe them, (which was Sc/ops reaſon of making no 


lawes 2gaing thekilling of our patents, leaſt by forbicding | 


it he ſhouldteach it, ) fo alſo in thinking againft ſome 
finnes , our ſelues may be congns : And when men in their 
thoughtshaue beene framing their mindes to reconcliation 
with their adverſaries, inthe remembranee of the injuries 
received, they haue bcene further incenſcd then before. 
Pererdid well to aske the queſtion, MMafter; hall we draw 
the ſword? Hee did not aske this queſtion as the Princes in 
leremie, whether they ſhould godowne into Epypr, be- 
ing beforc reſolucd to go, downe, whatſocuer the Propher 
ſhould anſwer : No we are not to- thinke that Peter had 
madcareſolute anſwer to his queſtion before he made ir, 
being fully purpoled to draw, before he asked the queſtion, 
No, hedid not fo fully diſſemble; Buc in asking the que- 
tion hee ſecrmed to bee framing his widde to more | 
moderation, and willing to bee aduifed :nd di-eced 
by Chrift, but yet withall exaſperated with the in- 
folencie of the aduerſarie, and indignitic of the faQ, 


hee could not hold his minde in that temper of mo- | 


deration, to tay the anſwer of the queſtion; bur 
euen in acking drew , the deccitfulneſſe of his heart pre- | 
venting Chriſts anſwer. So againe, oftentimes in ma- 
nie of our a&tions, where wee thinke wee doe intend 
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a good end, and doe indcede in ſome ſort intend it, | 


there 
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there yet withall , vnder hand, gets into our mindes the 
confideration of ſome other ſinitter and crooked reſpeQ. 


| As Hoſes pretended to the Lord-, that the conſcience of 


his owne weakeneſle, and inſufficicncie, made him ſo feare- 
full of vndertaking the office he impoſcd vpon him, left 
by this meanes Gods gloric ſhould bee foyled im him: 
Neither did hee altogether diſlembletherein ; Bur with-. 
all, rherc ſecretly lurked another matter beſide the feare of 
himſelfe , namely , the fearc of Pharaoh, leſt hee would 
haue reucuged the «ef. gyptians quarrell ypon him : And 
| therefore God ſecing that, faid ynto him; eArs/e Moſes, 
go thy wayes, they aredead that ſeeks thy life. So when we 
defire that our children, or others vnder our charge,ſhould 
thriuc in godlineſſe, this is a good defire, but how often do 
the eyes of ous minges looke a{quipt at Gods gloric here- 
in; and:(- whatſocucr 'our awne pretences and conceites, 
may bee ) like Demerriny pretencing Dianacs glorie a- 
gainſt Pax; doCtrive, when it was his owne gaine,, hee 
{ more ſperially intended , how often are wee carried away 
{ with a zeſpe& of our {clues , that, wee might reape ſome 
credit, inthe gaod(uccefle afour laboures ? And therefore 
excelicatly the Apoltls purging himſclfe of this corrup. 
tion, writeth thus ymto the Corinthians; ow Tpray 20 
J God that ye do yo exil. The Corinthians might obic. 
Thou thus prayeſt , not ſo much for our good, as for the 
| credit of thine owne Maniſtcrig. The Apoktle therefore by 


be Al. A—— 


«ed, lauing our laboursthus bleſſed : bat that ye ſhould do 
that which is honeſt, theugh we bee asreprobates ; m an ho- 
neſt deſire of your owne good do we defire it, without any 
relpe& of our ſelues. Againe, when the children of God are 
humbled and caſt downe'in Godly forrow. for.thgir ſmaller 
finnes , often. vpon this occafion the heart beginnethto 
congciue thoughts: cf pride. O- there are ſew that rake 
notice of ſuch {mall fines , or arc ſo touched, for them, 


| way of preucntion addes, net; that we ſhall ſeeame appro- 
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as I, Aud ſo the theete Pride , fteales away our humilitie, | 


as it doth alſo all our other graces , it being almoſt all one 


to be —_ proud , as to be proud becauſeof our hu- | 


militic, tob2 yncleane, as to be proud becauſe of our cha- 
ſtiricz &c, 

The foxrth deceit of the heart in pradtifing , is when it 
cauſeth vs to leapefrom one extreame to another; paſſing 
by the meanc, as from Prodigalitie, to Couctouſneſle, 
from Couctouinecſle to prodigalitie, skipping oucr libera- 
litie. In the former leape the couctous man hath a faire 
pretence : O why ſhould I waſtfully miſpend Gods cres- 
tures ? Why ſhould I make my belly my God ? But why 
doſt thou not rightly vie Gods creatures? Why docſt thou 
make thy money thy God? The Prodigall, lately couctous, 
his colour is as good, why ſhould I make my ſelfe adrudge 
to my goods? Yea, and why fhouldſt thou make thy ſelfe 
a drudge to thy pleafures? In the ſame kinde of decent are 
ſome brought from preſumption to deſperation , from 
thinking their ſinnes are nothing , and that they can repent 
when they liſt for them, to thinke that they are greater 
then that euer they can repent , or finde mercieat Gods 
hand. By the like deceit are men come from too much ho- 
nouring of Miniſters, which was in Poperie, to too much 
contemning of them. As it was in the Church of Corinth; | 
ſome would giue too muchto the Miniſters , ſeruilely ap- 
prentifing their iudgements ynto them , 7am Panls 7 am 
Appollees : Another ſort, to auoide this extremitie on 
the right hand , went as farre out on the left, inthevtter 
rcieQting of the Miniſteric : ] am Chriſts, I care not for any 
Minifter, but will be taught immediately by Chriſt him- 
ſclfe. And therefore Paxlafter he had refuted thoſe offen= 
ding in the exccffe, leaft any through this deccitfulnefſe 
ſhould decline too much to the defeRt, hee wiſely que» 
lifies the matter: Let 4 man yet thinks of vs as of the 
Miniſters of ChriF, and diſpoſers of the ſecrets of God. | 
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Ler no man that there is no othe® way to auoide too 
much dignifying the Miuiſters, then roo much nuþ- 
lifying of them. This is ike the husbandmans error , when 
in correctiug tle crookeineſſe of a twigge,he writhes it too 
muchthe other way. A deccit that befel the Fathers , who 
ia their zecalons dereftation of herefies , haue in their diſpu- 
tations ouer ſhot themiſelues ſometimes , ani gone too 
farreon the other fide. As, Clemens was lo farre carried 
againſt worſhip of images , that he condemned the Art of 
painting. An example of deccit in this kinde wee haue in 
Peter,who for no: {uffcring Chriltto waſh his feete, hea- 
ring that fearelull anſwer Vnleſſe I waſs thee thow haſt no 
part in mee ,. laſhed our preſently as farre the other way, 
Lord not feete onely, but hands and head and all. Bur it 
was his feete onely that Chriſt would waſh, not his hands 
or head. So the Corinthians , bciug reprchended for their 
remiſnefſe, and carelefſe ower-ſight in not puniſhing the 
inccſtuous perſon , fell to ouer-rigorous: ſeueritie, in 
not freeing him from puniſhment , in not looking him vpon 
his repentauice, So Saint eAwſten confeſſerh of himlelfe, 
that in- his defizc to auoid carnall delight in finging, he fell 
into that-extrewitic of ſeucritic, 2s to condemne all ce- 
lightfull melodic tickling the eare, Fhe crror in the Primi- 


« tive Church was, to maguific the Apoſtles wriring , incon- 


tempt of the vocall do&rine, The /erters, ſaid the falſe 
Apoſthes concerning Parl are ſore and ſtrong : but his 
bodily preſence, and his ſpeech $5 of no value. The Papiſts 
at this day have atoided this errour , by falling imo the 
coutraric of aduancing the doQtrine which the Apoſtles 


| fay they, deJinered by wordof mouth, their ynwrirtcn ve- 


rities; to the ſhamefull diſparagement of their written 
doctrine. And to conclude, how many of vs , through this 


deceit, have beene brought from Pop:(h- ſuperflirion +0 


prophanc and irreligious Atheiſme ? From the blind zeal: 
without knowledge PT” cold and hartleſſe knowledge 
without 
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without zcale, from workes without faith, to faith with- 
; Out workes, from ſhaking off the yoke of that Romance 
| tyrannie, to ſhake offthe fivect and cafie yoke of Chrif 
| to, and fo to auoucr-licentious and lawlcfſe diſfoluteneſle, 
| From the lcauing of Popiſh faſting, penance, confeſſion, 
| 
confeſſion ; and from the errour of the merit of good 
workes, to a ſhamcfull negle&tof them. So that wee did 
| more good workes (I meane outwardly in regard of the 
; matter) in Poperie, for our owne glorie, then now we doc 
for Gods glorie, though Gods glorie ſhoald-bee a farre 
more powerfull attractive to good works then our owne. 
And theſc be the foure firſt deceits inthis kinde, 


CHrar, X XIII. 
Of eight more deceits in the ſame kznae. 


; bo the contempt of true Chriſtian faſting , repentance, ' 


— — 
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0 goe yet forwards in tneſe deceits;, The {ift is, 
when our hearts cauie vs to degenerate trom the 
meane to the extreme, ſpecially that which bath 
g:catclt reſemblance with themeone, Whercin ovr hearts 
dealc with vs,as the Deuill wovld haue dealt with our Sa- 
uiour, wherr ypon occaſion of hi: ſtrong faith in his Fa- 
thers prouidence, which hee had ſhewed un re{:ſting his 
firſt tempration,chuſing racher to lue by his taith in want 

o*bread, then vpon ls motion to command the ſtones to 

be mae bread, when; I ſav, vpon this occofion, he would 
haue cunningly brought him onin his ſecond tempratt- 
on to preſumption, in caſting kimſcife cowne headlong 
from the top of the pinacle, as being an 2Ct:on which 
would carric a great colour of a verie ſtrong faith indeed. 


Peter haumg made a notable protcfhon of his faith, 
Thou 
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Thou art the Chriſt, the Sonne of the lining God, and be- 
| ing therefore much commended by'our Saujour, preſently 
| thereupon tooke occaſion to fall from the true bo/dneſſe of 
| faith, to the ſawcineſſe of preſumption , in adwiing his 
' Maſter to decline the crofle, whereupon the faluation of 
' all the ele depended. So likewiſe, from iuſt and lawfull 
zcale, how ably through this deccirfulncſle doe we ſtray 
into blinde boldnefſe,and vnaduiſednefle ? as the common 
people of their owne heads throwing downe images, aud 
the Brownilts as they call them, in ſeparating from our, 
Churches ; the like was the zcale of Peter in drawint 
out his ſword, in his Maſters quarrell, and cutting off 
AMalchies eare : as alſo of two of his fellowes, calling 
downe for fire from Heauen, to conſume the inhoſpitall 
Samaritanes, Inal{theſe, Zeale degenerated, and became 
like wine turtcd into vinegar. As alfo in the Tſraclites, 
when they were carried ſofarre in their zeale and indigna- 
tion againſt the Beniamites, that they ſwareraſhly the 

would none of them giue any of their daughters to wike 
to a Beniamite : So ſhould a whole Tribe haue periſhed, 
and the Church and Common-wealth hauc bcene weak- 
ned and impaired. What madneſle was this, in puniſhing 
others, ſofarre to exceed, that therein allo we ſhould pu- 
niſh our ſelues ? Like the hands andother outward parts 
in the Parable, which denying to miniſter food ro rhe 
belly, becauſeas they ſayd it was idleand lazie whilerthey 
laboured, did thercby pine and conſume themſelues. 
And yetro this end the deceirfull hearts of the Iſraclites 
bring them, vpon occaſion of their iuſt and lawfull zeale, 
So eafily may the Deuill caſt in his wilde-fire into this 
| fireof zcale. Thus, from the juſtreuerence of holy men, 
came in religious adoration ; as wee may ſee inthe exam- 
ples of Cornelis and John, rebuked by Peter and the 
Angell. Soalfo, from godly ſorrow how eafily doc our 
deceitfull hearts carrie vs to immoderate and excetſiuc 


penſiueneſle ; 
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great ananfterity & ſeucrity, Hence the whippings & ſuch 


becne vſcd in Monaſteries, and the pratticc of ſome thar 
would neuercat but running, leſt they ſhould fecle ſome 
pleaſure and delight incating. Timothy was caught in 


reprouing of the luxurious Epheſians, hee had fo farre ma- 
ccrated his body, that the Apoſtle was faine to preſcribe 
him phyſicke. This may teach ys what an cye we had nced 
haue ouerour ſelues,cucn in the practice of the beſt things, 
becauſe nothing more cafie, by reaſon of the deceirfulneſſe 
of our hearts, then to mix ſomething of the extremes 
with the meane ; fo that wee can hardly becangrie with- 
out finning, belecue without preſuming, repent withour 
deſpairing, feare without doubting, bee merrie without 
vaine lightnefſe, be fad without heauic and vnprofirable 
dvmpiſhneſle. 

The ſixt decertis, when we incroach vpon God in thoſe 
things wherein he hath gjuen ys ſome libertic in his Word, 
| going beyond the bounds he-hath there fer vs. God hath 
giucnyvs libertic, yea indeed hath impoſed a neceffitic yp- 
onvs to ſecke the maintenance of our owne c:e..it and 


 <— — —— — 


penſiueneſſe ; from being poore 3» ſpirit, to be deſperate 
in /pirit. As the Apoſtle ſheweth, and admoniſhing the 
Corinthians, that they would comfort the inceſtuous fin- 
ner, and relcaſe him of his excommunication , left hee 
ſhould vpon occafion of longer continuance in his iuſt 
ſorrow, be ſwallowed vp of deſpaire. For we are not sg- 
norant, (ayes the Apoſtle, of Sarans wiles, namely, how 
hcelabourcth to bring vs from the iult meane, to the cx. | 
cefſe. And as it is Satans, ſo alſoit is one of our owne | 
hearts deceits; his deceits, by our conſenting being made | 
ours, as I ſhewed in the beginning. Thus from the true | 
praRticc of mortification, in taming and keeping vader our | 
fleſhly abſtinence, many haue brought themſclues to too | 


like exerciſcs ofthe Papiſts. Hence thediſcipline that hath 
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thiserrour, when ynder the colour of abſtinence, for the 


_ Hood” 


1 Cor,z.11. 


1 Tim. 5.23, 


VIT.Deccir, 
Iacroaching 
in the vic of 
things lawfull. 


OE OG lf CAS "A AA es 


236 


Confeſ. x0. 36. 
Itaqize 89913 
qnontan pr op- 
ter quaedam Du- 
mang ſoctztatss 
off.cta ncceſſari- 
u#3 Eft amart & 
timers ab homt- 
nibus, inſtat ad- 
Keiſarius whiq, 
ſpargens m la- 
ques. Euge, 
Eute, ut dum 
auide cokitgt- 
mus meauteea- 
pramur, & 4 
vertiate tua 
gaud: um no 
firum depo 4- 
mus, & in ho- 
minum fallacia 
porrrmu:glibeat- 
que nos amart, 
& timer, 308 
propier ze,/ed 
prozes 


Luk.21.34- 
Pi Ou,2z3 «I Qs 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


good name, that ſo wee might be the fitter inſtruments of 
glorifying him inour ſcuerallcallings, but hereupon, as 


| S. eAuſten hath well obſerucd, through the deceirfulneſle 


of our hearts, wee are dravwne onto defire ant delight in 
the louc, the reuerence, the praiſe of men it ſelfe;, and ro 
like well caougl? of it, to bee loued and reuerenced not for 
Gos cauſe, but even in Gods ſtead. But thi; deceit is ſpe- 
cia:ly in the vſc of things indifferent, as mcat, mirth,m#*r- 
riage, recreation, ſl-epe, app-rrell, and ſuch like, Of all 
which, God indeed hath grantcd vs the vſe, yet not fo, 
bur hce hath confined ys within certaine limits, and as vn- 
to the ſea, hath ſer ys our bounds, ſ1ying ; Thi farre 
ſhalt thor goe, and nofarther. Now our deceirfull hearts 
hauing once gotten this by the end, that ſuchand ſuch 
things are indifferent, and ſo may lawully be done, thinke 
they are then on aſire ground, and ſo care not how farre 
they laſhour ; as though there were no reſtraint in the vſe 
of things indifferent, And thus it is ſtrange to ſee, how 
that whichis lawfull, drawes on that which is not conue- 
nient, yea, avd what horrible finnes arc {\wallowed downe 
vnder the nameof things indifferent, Come to a ſwiniſh 
Epicure, that makes his belly his Ged, aid tell him of 
his abuſe of Gods creatures : hee will anſwer preſently, 
why ſtraiten you my hbertic in the yſe of the creatures, 
which Chriſt hath purchaſed for me ? Hath not God giuen 
VS wine to make glad the heart ? Yesto make p/5d ; but 
druvkennes & ſurferting makes it heauic ; Take heed, faith 
our Sautour, /eft yourhearts be made heanie with ſurfet- 
ring and drunkennes, Thus we ſee how cafily our deceit- 
full hearts removethe ancient bounds ſet by God, which 
to doe, but with men is a deceit not tobe ſuffered : And ſo 
it ſteales on further, till ar lengthit bring vs from (/+ri- 
ſt#an libertie, to a moſt vnchriſtian libertiniſme, and l#u- 


xurious licentionſneſſe* Behold theri here a noble de- 
ceit ; while menthinke they take and yſe their libertie, 
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indeed they loſe it:for inthe vſeof theſe things, wherinGad | 
hath made themfreemen, they make themſetues bondmen; 
being brought wnder the power of thoſe things which they 
vie,as theApoſtle clegantly ſpeaketh ; For they fo inthrall 
theſclues to the luſt of their {cnſes,and of their bellies, that 
though theirowne, and others deſtruRtion bee ſometime 
ioyned with the vie of ſome of theſe things , they cannot 
yet forbeare : Which ſeemed to bee the fault of ſomeof 


the Corinthians, coucring their Intemperancie, and loue 
of their belly , whereby they hazarded ſome of their | 
Brethrens ſoules , with the pretence of *Chriſtian liber- 
tie. So muchthe Apoſtle, not obſcurely, intimates, when 
vnto that deccitfull objeRion , e£/ things are lawful, 
hee frameth this anſwcre, But [will not be brought vnder 
the power of any thing : 1 will uot make wy ſelfe a ſlaue to 
my belly, whoſe Lord I ſhould be. Soalſo God hath gi- 
uen vs libertie todealein the World , and worldly occaft- 
ons; Buthere, aninch being giuen , wee takean ell, ru-- 
(hing our ſelues ouer head and cares in them, to the preiu- | 
dice of Faith in Gods prouidence , and of the exerciſes of | 
Pietie. So God hath giuen this libertic to his Miniſters, | 
torake of their flockes ſufficient maintenance : Hce that | 
attends ypon the Altar , may line of the Altar, But Bey- | 
nard obfetued it, in ſome of his time, that thence rooke | 
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yer the Scripture faith not , the Miniſter may luxuriouly | 
lauiſh it , but onely L'ue of the Altar, The Scripture alto | 
permits feaſting and merry-making : But how cafily here 
doe wee ouer-ſhoot our ſelues ? No” onely the common 
ſort intheir quaffings, carowſing healths, and ſcurrillous 
mirth, but eucn the better ſort alſo, exceeding the bounds 
of moderation. eſter confeſſeth his crrour here. Lord 
faith he, Drankenneſſe is farre from mee ; let 1t not once 


vpon thy Seruant : Tpray thee remooue it farre from mee. 


But 


; | 7mEpift.Conce- 
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' children : In alltheſe and ſuch like caſes , weemuſt bee as 
' jealous of our ſclues, as /ob was of his Children in -fea- 
| Ring; For here the deccit is ſo much.the more eafic, by 
| howm::ch our ſuſpition of it is the leſle, preſuming vpon 
' the lawfulneſſe. But wee mult oppoſe to rhis deceit that of ; 


| doe all lawfull things, all that heemzy, will quickly come 
| zo doe vnlawfull things, ſomething that he may net, 


| detained her from the hearing of the Word , a matter of ' 
farre greater moment, Thus many that rcadc not all the 
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But who is thire that ſometimes us not carried away beyond 
the meaſure of Temperance ? Thus Parents, becauſe of the 
lawfulneſſe of naturall affeion, fall ro cockering of their 


the Apoſtle; eAU things are lawfull , but all things are 
not expedient. Circumſtances of time, place, perfons mutt 
be conſidered : Other wiſc that {aying is true: Hee that will 


The /exenth deceit is, when vpon ſome care of doing 
alefſe good, weiuſtle out the greater, an: that oftentimes 
when it is moſt{eafonable. Aartha was thus decciue, 
when her care of performing one good dutie, in giumg the 
beſt,and moſt re{peRful entertainment to Chriſt ſhe could, 


weeke long, knowing yet that reading is a dutie Com- 
manded by God , will thercforc bee readingof the Scrip- 
tures inthe Sermon time, atthe Church. Some alſo are at 
home in their priuate- Prayers and Meditations ,'wHhen the 
Church is aſſembled together, and with priuatt Seruice 
exclude the publike. Others in hearing of the Word, while 
they minde the method and order of the Preacher, and mat- 
ters of knowledge, they ncgle& that which concernes af- 
feion : And diuers ſuch like. Here remember, that how- 
ſocuer in cuill chings that rule bee falſe, of exls chooſe the 
leaſt, yet in good things the contraric-is true : Of goods 
chooſe the greateſt. 

Theerght decert is, when hauing performed ſome good 
ſernice to God, wethe:eupon t:ke occaſion to be themore 
careleſle and ſecure : Like Boyes, who after they hauofol- 


lowed | 
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lowed their Bookes hard in-the Schoole , thinke then they 
arepriuiledged to ſport-and play reakes. So is it with ys, 
Wee may eaſily fecele this diſpoſition in our ſelues, to bee 
readie to pleaſe our ſelues in vnlawtull liberties, when wee 
hauepleaſed the Lord in lawfull duties. We may ſee it in 
Torah, after his embaſſage faithfully diſcharged to the Ni. 
nivites, breaking forth into anger againlt the Lord ; and in 
Ezekiah, after his notable ſcruice, both of Prayer in fick- 
neſſe, and of Thanklgiuing after deliuerance , fouly ouer- 
ſhcocing himfelfe in a vaine oftentation of his treaſures to 
the Babyloniſh Embaſſadour:Thereforcafter a Lightning, 
take heed of a foyle. Neucr haue we greater cauſe to trem- 
ble, then after wehaue well acquizted our ſelues in the per- 
formance of ſome good dutic. Then will our hearts be ſee- 
king of vnlawfulllibertie, and offering to ſteale away from 
God, that aftertheir paines in his ſeruice they might re- 
freſh themſclues with ſome pleaſure of fumne* 


rate the ſpirit in vs; when,as the Deuilttransformeth him- 
ſelfe into an Angell of light , ſo our flcſhly and corrupt 
hearts into the Ernilituds of ſpirituall, and renued, How 
is this? Specially in the rayſing vp of many good and holy 
motions, meditations, defires, and affeQions inour minds, 
For cxample, other-while, 11 Prayer, or in hearing of the 
Word, there come into our-minds ſuch and ſuch thoughts, 
and good purpoſes of doing this or that good worke; 
ſometimes alſo many good #-Qions , as of priefe for our 
finnes, and ſuch like, which yer arc nothing to our preſent, 
cither praying or hearing. Heere our deceirfull hearts will 
bereadic tothinke theſe come from the Spirit of gracc; 
bur the truth 18 they come from our owne carnalt hearts, 
and the Deuill together , both mutually conſpiring to de- 
ceiue vs. For the Spirit of God hath no ſuch Officeto 
draw away men- mindes fiom hearing the Word: No, it 
opcneth the. heart, it boarethrhorow the cares thereof, and 
| maketh 


The ninth decert is, when the fleſh doth peruerſely imi-. 
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maketh vs to attend, So the Spirit of God hath no ſuch 
Office neither as to trouble mens mindes in Praycr, with 
thoughts impertinent : No , the Spirit is the Spirit of . 
Prayer,and chafeth away all tragling choughts,& keepcrh 
our minds fleadic, and artentiuc in Prayer, Therefore aſlure 
thy ſelfe, heere is noble iugling. Theſe thoughts ſugge- 
{tcd, though m themſclues Diuine, yer the Spirit that tug- 
geſts them inthis faſhion, is not diuine , bur fc{hly , or 
Diabolicall. 

The tenth deceit is, when in temptation our hearts be- 
tray vs, like xdaſes, inrothe Devils hands, If one living 
familiarly with vs., ſo that wee repole ſometruſt in him, 
ſhould yer, wa'king abroad with vs , and ſeeing ſome enc. 
my come to offer violence, runne away from vs, would we 
not account him a decirfull perſon? Much more if hce 
ſhould conſpire with the enemy, an4 rake his part againſt 
vs. So is icheere with our hearts,thar lie coininually m our 
boſomes, and pretend great kiadneſſe, and friendfhip, no 
ſooneryet can the Deuill ſet vpon vs wirh any temprati- 
on, but they forſake vs, yea, they deliucr vs vp into his 
hands, Hercin dealing with vs as the falſe-hearted men of 
Keilah, would hauc done with D anid. As D aued miſt; u- 
{ted them , ſo ſhould we theſe hearts. We need not 
to aske the queſtion, as Daxid did of the men of Kze- 
lah , Will they deliner vs : Wee may aſſure our {clues 
they will, Such is the depth of their falſhood. 7udah 
when hee went outin the morning to the Sheep-ſhcaring, 
had no ſuch purpoſe as to commir Inceſt with Thamar, 
but yet for all that being tempted, ſce how his owne heart 
deceiucd him, and gauc him the ſlip, yea , thruſt himinto 
the hands of the temptation. And alas ! whoſeesnot this 
falſeneſſe of his ownc heart, yea, eucn then when wee goc 
forth into the World with a purpoſe againſt ſuch and ſuch 
fumes ? Yet no ſooner are theleaft tifing and rempring oc- 
cafions offered to our eyes, eares, or other ſenles, bur wee 
areca.ght preſently, The 
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The elexenth deceit is, by holding vs occupied mn thin- | X I. Deceir,by 
| ing:ng future 


king of ſome good thing to come , to make vs negle& 
our preſent dutic. Here wee ſhould remember that ſaying 
of Samuel to Saul , When this ſhall come to paſſe, name- 
ly, thy Kingdome, doe that which comes next hand. Iris a 
folly to leaue certaintics for vncertaintics. Thou haſt cer- 
raintie of that whichis preſent. It thou wilt lay hold vpon 
the preſent occafion thou mayelt; Bur as for that which is 
tocome , thou art wholly vncertaine , thou knoweſt not 
whether there will cuer bce any occafion of good for thee 
tolay hold of, or no, Herein me thinkes the deceitof our 


heart is like theſpraRtice of 7 obiah and Sanballat , againlt } 


Nehemiah , who would haue drawne him aw ay from the 
repairing of the Citic by calling him to conference, and 
conſultarions with themlelues ; fo our hearts doc often di- 
uert ys from the proſecution of many good purpoſes, by 
caſting other odde impertinent matters in our way, like as 
in a caſe farre vnlike, the Philiftlimes diuerted Saul from 
the purſuit of Dautd;'or as the Fox diverts the Huntſman 
ſometimes from following the Haze, But in this caſe,gvee 
'muſtbewiſctoInſwers-our hearrs+, as- Neherrrah did his 
crafticaduerſarics, / hawe a great worke to doe, and I can - 
wot come downe : why ſhauld the worke ceaſe, while I leaue 
it, and come $0 your? 2AVG 4 bv 
The ewelfth deceit 15, when admittance being gotten for 
ſomething, becauſc of ſame dzher thing whereon ir ſhould 
waite ,. as a Hand-maide on her Miſtcefe , yer rhis Han 
maide heginnerh ro perke ahgvue. her Miſtreſſe , and 
croch = viurpeypou che.chickefiplice.. eAuſftew ſhewes 
hbfelfe, inhis ſcnſuall delighring in ſinging 
of Pſalmes, in regard of the ſiyeernefiedf the Bund , and 
congentment gf, bis caxgsgha gy, Of which hee thus wri- 
teth. But oftentimes the dglight of my eare deceineth me, 
whules ſenſe does not (6 follow Fedſon, that it can” patiently 
endure to comebehind it,, but haning getter'to bee receined. 
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| onely becauſe of it , would therefore goe beſcre and hane 
' the chieftie. $0 I ſinne in theſe things , not perceining it : 
but afterward, I perceine it. The nacurall de!ight in ting- 
| in of Plalmes is lawfull, if it bee ſubordinate , and ſubſcr- 
| ujcnt to the ſpirituall delight in the matrer it ſelfe, But heic 
was eAnuſtens ccceir,that the #arxrall cclight in the ſound, 
did overtop the ſpiritual delight in the /#bſtance of the 
P/almc. Soit is lawtfull to de git in the wittie ſpeeches | 
that arc in Sermons ; ſo we vſe this our delight. in the wee, 
to confirme our delight inthe grace of the tame ſpeeches : | 
But here is the Ceccirfulneſſe of our hearts, that our aftcRi- 
on to the wit is farremore in ſenſe then to the grace, and 
that in affecting the wit of a Sermon, we feel: our affecti- | 
on to the grace ſomething ſlaked and cooled, This is as if | 
one who is welcome to a place, oncly becauſe keg isin my 
' company, and comes as my fhadow, ſhould yet, after hee 
| were received into the houle for my ſake, cauſe my fiicad | 
| tothrultme our of the doores ,;that hee may have all the 
welcome, and kind entertainment along, | 5+, 
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Itherto wee haue ſpdken' of thor deccirfe!lnefle of | 
heart, which is 50 »»2/y inthe't inde. ant affeCti-' | 
10ns.2 ie remaynerh-ow, that wet ſpenke bf rhat | 
decgufu/ucfleot 1loaffeftions, bythendfHagy. Where fiilt, | 


; | | weil ſpegkooftheir deceit if general, Md then ſecond- ! 


yin ſpecially of the deceit of ſome ſpecialt affeRtions. | 
The deccit of the affeftions#n general;thewer ir ſelfe ir 

two things. | * 
Full, In-chat they. areof fo variable and murable a diſ- 
poſition, that the face of the Heanens is nor fo diuers, nor 
| the} 


— 


=—w_—_ _— SO _ 


— ou hs. A 


The deceirfulneſſe of Mans Hears. 


— — ——" 


—_— 


theSea, or weather, ſo inconſtant , nor the Camelion ſo 
changeable, as they, Nothing is there ſo vaſtayed,nothing 
ſovncertaine; not only changed this day from yeltcrday ; 
but this hourc, yea, this moment from the former. Hence 
that of Sa/omon:No man knoweth loue or hatred, thar is,as 
Iunius expounds it, the thing either hee loucs or hates, by 


reaſon of this fickleneſle of our fo eaſily alterable afei- 
ons, Who would hauc thought, that e Ammon: (o hot af- | 


feion to his Siſter , could cuer haue beene cooled? Yet 
for all thar, preſently after his luſt was ſatisfied, his hatred 
of herexceeded his former loue. Who would haue thought 
that the Iewes, that cryed Ho/anna to Chriſt, would after 
haue cryed ſo ſoone , cyncifie, crucifie ? Who would haue 
thought the Egyprians fo defirous of the Ifraclices depar- 
ture, that they cuen wooed them to bee gone, by giuing 
them their precious Iewels , ſhould yer” within fo few 
houreF} on the ſudden rune after them, to recouer them 
againcinto their hands as before: So for ioy and ſorrow 
wee may ſee the like varicties md changes. 7oxas that to 
day is the onely merry man,while the gourd flouriſherh, 
to morrow when it periſherh , none ſo penſiue or per- 
plexcd as hee. 

This deceit of our affe&ions is moſt dangerous in the 
matters of Religion; when we begin to waxe cold, having 
becne once zealous , and to eate vp that zeale of Gods 
houſe, which was wont to cate vp vs. Thus was it with 
Epheſiz, charged by Chriſt withthe loſſe of herfirft loue; 
and with the Galathians, that at the firſt were ſo feruent in 
their atfeRions, rhat they could haue found in their hearts 
to haue plucked ont their eyes for him, yer afterward were 
morereadie to plucke out his eyes. Thus alſo fared it with 
the Iewes, whoat the firſt followed, and flocked after the 
Baptiſt, and reioyced-in his light but yet for a ſeaſon onely: 
Toba quickly grew ſtale'to them , andas our Sauiourinſi- 
nuates, 10 more accounted of then « Reed ſhaken with the 
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wind, And would to God the caſe were not altke with ma- 
ny in theſe our dayes. Z 
Theſecond thing whercin our aftetions fhew them- 
ſelues deceitfull , is the blinding and corrupting of our 
iudgement. Theſe are our Ees, that doe deceiuc vs e- 
.dams, ſaith the Apolile , was not deceined, that is, fo much 
by his indgement, (though alſo by that ro/ as by his affectt= 
onto his wife , which at length blinded his iudgemcnt. 
True it is, our tudgements ſhould gouerne our afteRtions, 
as Adam ſhould haue done EFwxes ; yer thus it fallethout, 
that :ffeion ouer-rules , and over-perſwades judgement, 
We ſce how our affections to our Children , Kindred and 
ſpeciall Friends, doc often dazle our eyes, that wee main- 
taine cr1our and wrong. As Barnabas may ſceme to haue 
done againſt Paxhin his ſo ſtiffe tanding out againſt him 
in the caſc of Marke, who was his Kinſman, as appeares,, 
{oloſ.4.10. How often-have crrours beene cntErained 
becauſe of our affeions to thoſe that bring and broach 
ther? Hence that fetch o&Heretikes , obſerued by Ter- 
rullian, firlt to perſwade, then to teach ; frlt ro work e 
ypon mens affections , and to gaine ſome intercſt in their 
hearts, then aftcrward to labour the vnderſtanding thus 
prepared, to wooe the Miltreſſe by the Maide : Whereas 
thetruth contrarily doth perſ{wade by teaching , not teach 
by perſwading, Contrarily many wholſome: truths haue 
becne diftaſted, onely by reaſon of the preiudice which our 
naughticaff:ions have conceiued againſt the Teachers ; 
As inthe example of 4hab, refufing HMicaiahs Prophe- 
fe. Againe, whats the reafon, that ſo many wiſe and lear- 
ne. men in the Church of Rome hauc beene, and Rill are ſo 
groſſely ſeduced with ſuch foppiſh, and ſenfeleſſe errours? 
Euen this their owne affc&ion to gaine and gloric, and 
thoſe other alluring giits, which thatStrumper hathin her 
hand; which they cannot receive vnleſfe they-firſt take her 
poyſoned cup and drinke thereof, Reward blandeth.the 
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eyes of the wiſe ; thatis , our corrupt afteion towards re- 
ward, When once the atfe&tion is ſet ypen gaine,then pre- 
ſently gaine is godlineſſe; and if a thing bee gainfull, chen 
though neuer {o vile, it ſhall be coloured ouer, as good an\| 
lawfull. Our affeRions when they would haue athing, 
ſharpen our wits and. ſet them on worke to deuiſe argue 
ments to lcruc their turne. Bur luipect wee alwayes our 
wdgements (though they m2y ſeeme neuecr ſo well forti- 
ficd with rcaſons) in thoie caſes whereinour affeCtions arc 
intereficd. Surely our atfeCtions will plead mightily , and 
deale craftily, rayſing vp fogges andmilts before ourcyes, 
and ſerting falſe colours vpon things to deceiue vs. Looke 
how in a greene glaſle all things ſeeme greene , and as to 
a!) aguiſh caſte all things bitter; ſo when the judgement is 
diftempered by affection, all things ſhall be iudged of ac- 
cording to the pleaſure of affection, Therefore Percy well 
[ayes of theſe corrupt luſts , that they fight againit the 


| ſoule ; yea, cucntheprincipall pare thereof, the Vnder{tan- 


ding; by making i ſeruilely to frame i: iudgement to 
their deſire. We ordinarily ſec the deceit of our affetions 
moaturall chings. Fathers thinke their owne children the 
wiſe(t, andthe faireſt : So Louers their Loues, The Ape 
thinketh his owne Brats, thoughvgly and miſhapen, to be 
faire and beautifull. Aſſuredly theſe affeRtions of ours,are 
no leſſe deceirfull in things ſpirituall. The vileſt deformi- 
ties, if once they be affections darlings, ſhall be accounted 
comely ornaments. Let others ſay what they will. The af- 
feftions have taken captiue the vnderſtanding , and D at;- 
[1h hath lulled S2m/oz aſlcepe. The belly hath no earcs, 
nor yet 10 eyes. So much for the deceit of affeRions in ge- 
nerall, 
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BEEP ")w to come to the deceit of ſome particular af- 
IdSEP fcftions, And firſt to begin with Loxe. 

Ns Firſt, The deceit of the aftection of Loue is, 
when we thinke we loue mens perſons, as they 
are Gods Creatures in eAdam , and his new Creatures in 
Chriſt, when yer indeed we loue not theirperſoxs, butthcir 
Riches, Honours , reputation in the World, and ſuch like 
adioynts of their perſons, In louing of our ſelues, wepre- 
ferre our perſons before our goods, or ought elle; as the 
Deuill obſcrued, Skin for 5hin,and all that a man hath will 
he gine for his life. Now the Law is, Thos ſealt loue thy 
XN cighbonr as thy ſelfe: And ſo we ſhould loue him and 
not his. Bur quite contrary is it with many of vs in the lo. 
uing of others; We preferre their purſes and portions be. 
fore their perſons, Whatſoeuer wee may perſwade our 
ſelues, thetruth is, that wee loue ſpecially inthem theſe 
outward things,and know them according to the fleſh. The 
diſcouerie of this deceit is in the change ot eſtate. 

Firſt, When riches are turned into Pouertie, Honour, in- 
ro Ignominie ; if then we leaue our friend, itis euident we 
loued not his perſon before : For that is ſtill the ſame, his 
Pierie, his parts are the ſamc, that whenhe was rich , hap. 
pily more. When the Corne is ſpent, the Rats leaue the 
Bazne, and yet the Roome is the fame : It was not then the 
Roomethey loued. Here was the tryall of the fincericieof 
Tohns loue to our Saviour, that he forſooke him not on the 
Crofle, as his fellowes did. For indcede Chriſt was the 
ſame on the Croflc, that in the Pulpit, in the Temple , 
Chriſt ſuffering, was theſame , that hce was working Mi- 
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racles, Thus was the deccirfull loue of many Profeflors at 
Rome towards Pax! dilcoucred, in that they ſtood not to 
him when he was conuented before Nero. Herein alfo ap- 
peared ſome vnſoundnefle 1n Jobs wite her loue, when ſhec 
began to loath him becauſe ot his Boyles and Botches, If 
ſhe had loucd his grace, botchie [ob , and poore [ob was as 
gracious, 2s hatle [ob, and rich ob, The like may be ſaid 
of their loue , who depending vpon him in hi, flouriſhing 
eſtate, afterward deſpited him in his fall, 

Secondly , When al'o our eſtate is changed from worſe 
to a better, here alſois adi{coueric of deccitfull love. For 
as in the former change vnſound loue wil ture into hatred, 
ſo inthis intoexwy. Here wasrthe diſcouer'e of Saws falle 
heart to Daxid, when ſeeming to loue him dearely and en- 
tirely before, he could nor yer endure hym , when hee ſaw 
himgrow greaterthen himſelfe , and heard his rex rhow- 
ſands, and but his oxe thouſand. And heere was a notable 
tryall of the finceriticof /onathansloue to Daxid , when 
for all hee knew he was to bee preferred to the Kingdome, 
and the onely man toput him by that dignitie, yer Aill hee 
continued conſtant imloue. Whereas, if he had loued him 
onely for outward reſpeRts, as becauſe of the fimilitude of 
their diſpoſitions, that he was a man of a Martiall ſpirit, 
and not chiefly for his Pietic , hee could not but vpon this 
occaſion haue moſt bitterly hated him. This muſt teach vs 
in louing others , ro examineour owne hearts , what it is 
wee loue in them ; whether the Image of God, or the de- 
cciueable ſhadowes of the World. And thoſe that hauc 
much loue , and many Friends muſt learne wiſedome, 
not to take all for Fri:nds that pretend affetion. And 
becauſe the heart of man is thus deceitfull in loue, as 
in nothing more, it muſt reach vs in the multitude of 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt Friends to flic ynto God , and to 
make his loue our chicfeſt ſtayes : His loue I ſay, which 
is without deceit , wi:hout Repentance , without the 
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leaſt ſhadow of turning. For whom hee once lones, hee 
loues to the eud. Mcns loue is ſo often deccitfull, that we 
may iuſtly complaine with /ob, Ay friends hane deceined 
mee as a brooke , and with the Church in the Lamenta- 
tion; Cy lovers ſtand a farre off from me : and with 


Paul, all haue forſaken mee. Leane not then on this | 
broken afte. Secure not thy ic'fe , no not in the fauour of | 


Princes, Truft not in them , ſaich the Plalmiſt, becauſe 
they are mortall, and their breath is in their noſtrils; 
Much more thcn may I fay, erult not in their louec 
becauſe their louc is mortal, and may quickly turne 
into mortall hatred, Their loue may dic before themſclues, 
they may ſuruiue their louc,breathing out their Jouc, before 
thcir breath. So much for Loxe. 

The ſecond affeion is eAzger and hatred, an inueteratc 
anger, The deccitis, when we thinke we hate mens finnes, 
when indeed it is their perſons, and that we arcangrie for 
Gune againſt God , when indeed it is for ſome iniurie done 
to our {elues. For ſoitis , that. Gods caufe and our owne 
often mcerrogether. And wherein we arc wronged, therein 
alſo is God. Now hcnce by reaſonof this companic and 
concurrence of Gods cautc and our owne , we are verie 
apt and readie to decciue our ſelues; thinking our anger 
is direQcd againſt the diſhonour of God , whereas in 
truth, it hath ref{ercnce oncly to that which is but an 


appurtenance and hang-by thereto , namely, our , owne | 


offence. 
The Giſcoucrio thercforc of this deceit is. 
Firſt, In the partition of Gods cauſe and our owne, Let 


vs marke how we are «ffeted , either when God is diſho- | 


noured without our igiurie , or we iniurcd without any | 
creat impeachment of Gods honour. Now if we can bee | 


2s hot as toſtes in our owne priuate iniuries , wh:re Geds 


| 
| 


alorie is not called in queſtion, and yet as cold as | 
Ice when moſt d:ſhonourable indignitics are offercd | 
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tothe Lord, without any touch of our ſelues; then it is 
euident, that in thoſe caſes , where Gods cauſe and our 
owne ate joyned together , our anger was onely for our 
owne, not for Gods. When our Seruants and children 
haue neglected their dutic to vs, there is iuſt cauſe of an- 
ger : For Gods Commandement is broken by them. Bur 
deceiue not thy ſelte, when vnder this pretence thou lerteſt 
loolerhe bridle to thy rage ; For how often halt thou thy 


thou ſcene thy Children and Seruants diſhonour the 


his oivne were coupled. Let vs therefore marke Moſes his 
behauiour when = were ſingled. Numb. 12.eAaron 
ynd (Miriam offer him a private iniuric : It is faid his 


oaine, Exod. 32. the people had fallen to Idolatrie, and 
had made a Calfe, and Aaron, had his hand there in: Here 
Gels quarrell was feuered fromhisowne ; And how ca- 
rics he himſclte here? He ſpares neither e Aaron, nor the 
people, but in-a godly fit of zeale takes ongbreakes the two 
Tables in pecces, &c. A meeke lambe in his owne iniuric: 


guile and gail, X 
2.1f ouranger be properly again ſinne; then it, will keepe 
vs trom finning grofely in being angry. For whar like- 
lihood 1; there, that he is truely angry againſt {{inne, 
that commits agreater ſinne- in his anger, then the finne 
whereat he is angric. Thus many are angrie for {inall of- 
fences, which lndeede are finnes alſo againft God: but 
in their anger they are ſo diſtempred that they breake 
out into curſing, raging, rayling, &c.” whicls -arc 
farre greater finnes, then that wherewith ay arc 
| ifcon- 


ſelte failed farre more n-thy cutie to God? How often halt | 


A fierce lyon in Gods, Here was pure anger , free from | 


Name of the Lord many wayes , and yet walt neuer halfe | 
ſoangrie. Here was the triallof Aoſes his anger : When | 
the people murmured, and when Kor4h rebelled againit | 
him, here was iuft cauſe ofanger;. But here Gods caule and- 
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me:keneſfe was ſuch that hee gaue them not a word, A- | 
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diſcontent. Here was Daw4ds anger againft Nabal diſco- 
uered to be faul-ic. He might happily perſwade himiclfe 
he had cauſe to bee oftended; for Nabals churhliſh vn- 
thankefulnefſe was odious to God : Yet that was not it 
which angred David. Forthen how came it to paſle that 
his anger prouoked him to ſ{weare, to conceive a bloudy 

urpole of murther ? Grace begets not finne, but holds 
Lacks from finne. Grace is neucr a paite of bellowes, to 
blowvpin vs the fire of corruption, ſo as is often our 
anger. And therefore our anger then is, not of Grace , but 
of corruption, 

Thirdly, holy anger,that is concciued againſt finne,doth 
not any thing vnhic vs for duties we owe either God, or 
man;no not that man with whom we arc angrie. As A/0/es 
was angry with the Iſraclites , and chide them ſharpely, 
yet withall prayed for them heartily. As when our chil- 
dren, through their owne faulr, haue got ſome fickneſle, 
for all our angry ſpeeches , wee goc tothe Phyſition for 
them. Chriſt when hee was angry with the Phariſes , at 
the ſame time mourned for their finne. /onarhan was angry 
with his father for vowing Dawids death: yet his anger 
made him ſpeake nothing vabcſceming the dutie, either of 
a Sonne to his Father, or of a SubicQ to his Soueraigne. 
Anger againſt finne is alwayes ioyncd with loue of the 
ſinner. Sincere _ is a /outng anger, 2 dexoxt anger, It 
fits a man forthe duties of loue to men, of deuotion to God, 
This angeris a whetſtone to Prayer , and by helpe of it, 
thou ſhalt pray better thenbefore. If then thine anger fo 
diſguiſe thee, and put thee out of frame, that thou canſt 
not tell , eirher how to pray to God , or looke, or ſpcake 
louingly to man, not onely the perſon angring thee, bur 
ſcarce any other it is a conuiRtion of the deceitfulnefſe of 
thy anger. | 

Thirdly, AﬀeRtion is oy. In the which there is adouble 
deceit, Firſt, When wee thinke wereioyce in Gods out- 

ward 


—— 
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ward benefits , my as pledges of his loue, when indeede 


e benefits themſclues, then in the be- 


we re10yce MOre1n t 
nefactor. 

Then diſcouery is, firſt, By our drooping, and deieRion 
vnder the Croſſe. If it had beene Gods fauour onely wee 
had reioyced-in in our proſperitie , why then is the cop 
of our countenance changed ? For Gods fauor is ſtill the 
ſame to his in affliction , which in proſperitic, haply 
greater, 

Secondly, by the cffeQ of our ioy , which is the ſadding 
and gricuing of Gods ſpirit. Whence ariſcth a heauie lum- 
piſhneſſe,aud vnwillingneſle of Gods ſeruice. 

The ſecond deceit is, when we thinke we rcioyce in the 
graces of Gods ſpirit in our brethren; for themſclues, 
when we reioyce in them onely as they are ſome way be- 
neficiall ro our ſelues; as in the matter of liberalitic. Here 
the triall is, tomarke whether we reioyce as much in other 
grace, which are not fo profitable to ys, or inthe ſame 
graces, when itfalls out that they are profitable to others, 
not to our ſelues. Exccllently Pax! to Philemon. Wee 
hane great toy in thy lowe : Forby thee Brother (not my 
but) the Saints bowels are refreſhed. Many reioyce onel 
in that loue which refreſheth their owne bowels. Which 
is indeed to reioyce rather in their owne profit, then inthe 
orace of God it ſelfe. For that loue which refreſheth other 


Saints bowels, and not mine, is loue, as well as that 
which refreſheth mine. If T reiovce in loue , becauſe it is 
loue, becauſe itis grace, I ſhall reioyce as well in theone, 
as inthe other, Yea, and when this grace is beneficial! ro 
vs, rather yet in his benefit whoſe it is , becauſe of the fruic 
furthering his owne reckoning, ſhall wee rejoyce, then 
in our oWNne. 
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CHar,XXVI. 
Of the aeceitfulneſſe of our ſorrow, Deſire, 


and confidence. 


FfeRion is /orrow, Where there is-a twofold 
deceit, Firſt, when worldly ſorrow ſhrouds 
itſelfe ynder the countenance of Godly 
vexation, Oi humiliation. Come ro many 

in theiraſflictions, and reproue them for their carnall ſor- 

row, and their anſwer ts readie, when Gods band is gone 
out againlt vs for our ſinnes, ſhould we not be humbled? 
yes, tor your ſinne: Bur loc the deccirfulneſle of your heart, 

It is the puniſhmcnt that pricucs you, not the ſinne , the 

Chirurgions plaifier, not thine owne fore. You gricuc not 

at the puniſhment , becauſe of rhe finne deſeruing ir : but 

at the ſinne, becauſe of thepuniſkmentfollowing it, 

The d:ſcouerie of rhis deceit, is 

Firſt, when, vpon theceafing of the puniſhment, we are 
cheered preſently , though fill both the guilt,and filth of 
our fin ſ{ticke in our conſcience, Like as the fooliſh boy is 
glid, when the ſmarting plaſter is off , though his ſore 
(till remaine ynhcaled. Whereas, ifit were the fnne that 

icue.l vs, our griefe, together with our finne, ſhould 
outl:{t the puniſhment. Bur if once wehaue any cale of our 
puniſhment, wee give oucr our ſorrowing forthwith. 

Which ſhewes that wich thoſe Iewes , wee mourne onely 

foro ur cone and oyle, &c, 

The ſecond diſcouerieis , by the propertic of godly ſor- 
row,whichis to make a man freſh,and nimble in his ſpirits 
for prayer and oth-r good dutics. Whereas worldly {or- 
row hes heauie, like lead , vpon a mans heart, _ 
wall } 
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will make a manſlcepe ſooner, then pray ; as in /onas flee. 
ping.in the middcft of a terrible tempeſt, which droue cuen 
the prophane Marinei s to prayer ; and in the Diſciples, 
who bcing, poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow, were neither 
' able to watch one houre with Chriſt prayer, not fit to 
heare that doQrine which Chriſt otherwiſe was ready to 
haue taught them, For ſo our Sauiour told them - 7 haxe | Iohn.16,rs- 
many things t2 ſay vnto you : but you are not able to heare 
them; namely, becauſe their ſpirits were dulled, and dea- | 
ded,with worldly forrow. Which euen in this ſence alfo, 
may be {aid ro cauſe death; rhovgh yet the oppoſition of 
life, which the Apoſtle maketh in that place, 2 Cor. 9, { > Cor-7.10, 
ſeemes to reſtraine the ſence to ſpirituall death. But it 1s 
true that worldly ſorrow cauſerh euen thisnaturall death, 
Whereas godly ſorrow procures a goed conſcience, which 
is the yeric health of the bones,a continuall feaſt, Euen in 
the yeric at of mourning is a mans hcart light andcheere. 
full. Tf then we finde our ſenſes quickned, our ſpirits re- 
ujued by our ſorrow, ſo that we feele ir to giue wings to 
our praycrs, which bcfore lay groucling on the ground, 
then. hauc wee an argument it is ſound and good. For 
godly ſorrow is alwayes mixcd with, nay indecd pro. 
cecds from , faith ; which, in the apprehenſion of mer. 
cie , -yeelds matter of ioy, to allay the birternefſe of 
our teares, But if wee have no hearts to pray, if our 
ſorrow make vs ſpiritually, both dumbe, that wee can- 
not ſpeake to.G O D, and deafe, that wee cannot, with 
thoſe Iſtaclites, heare GOD ſpeaking to vs; then haue | Exod.6.g, 
wee cauſe to ſuſpe& our ſorrow , as valound, and de. 
ccitfull. 3. 

The ſecond deccit of our ſorrow, when our. owne pri- | Doe nor many 
uate ſortow is couered with thetitle of ſorrow for the: | mourne in the 
publique euils of the Church, where wee liue, Viually ir CODE 
fallerh out,that everie one of vs i particulzr arc intercited | , ear 


inthe publike ealamitics of the ſtate where we liuc, andſo | mourne for 
are 


— 


— 


— 


I nt ns nee _ 


——— 4 


—_— 


©©]})]ygeOr___— 


tcir owne ad- 
uerſictie >? Oh 
great corrup- 
tion of our 
hearts! O 
bortcomleſle 
pir ot hypocrt- 
lie! Greenh, 
1nP(> 119. 
Verſ. 139+ 
Diſcoucric, 
| P 
1 Sam. 4-21, 


? 


——_ 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


are pinched with the ſenſe of their ſmart, Hence many ve- 
ceitfully imagine, they are gricued for the publique cuils, 
when 1wdecd 1t is no otherwiſe for the publique, then as 
they touch them in particular, 

Herethe diſcoucrie is. 

Firſt, in the ſeparation of our owne cauſe from the 
Churches. As when, it going ill with the Church, it goes 
well with vs in parcicular, Ifthen wee candiſtaſt2 our 
owne priuarte felicitics,and call them /cabeds,as that good 
woman did her ſonne, when che Arke was captiued; it 
then we are as penſiue, as if we our {clues in our owne per- 
ſons ſuſtained that which the Church doth, then itis an 
argument our griefe is finccre. As in A ehemiah, whom 
his owne eaſe, and great grace and authoritie in the Kings 
Court could nothing chcere, or comfort, in the common 
calamiries of the Churchof God. . 

Secondiy,when beſides the common euils of the Church, 
weſufter {ome perſonall aflitions, that coucerne vs ſole- 
ly, If our grictc be truly for the Churches cuils, then, in 
this caſe, the ſenſe of griefe for the publique cuils will 
blunt the edge of our priuate ſorrow. As in rwo diſcaſcs 

of the body, the ſtone, and the gout, when they meet to- 
gether, the priefe of the ſtone, becauſe it is the greater,} 
doth take away all ſenſe of the gout, becauſe it isthe lefſe : 
lo-here, in a godly minde, the griefe for our owne priuate, 
is drownedin the greater priefc fot the Churches publique 
diftreſſcs. Bur if it be quitecontrarie with vs, that ye can- 
not feele the Churches mileric, we are ſo affeed with the 
ſenſe of our owne, this is more then a preſumption, that 
when the Churches afflitians were our owne, wee mour- 
ned then fot” them, oncly as our owne, and not as the 
Churches ; making the nzme of the Church onely a vi- 
zour, and imitating Po/zes, that vnder the repreſentation 


of anothers priefe, trucly and heartily lamented the death | 
of his owne ſonne, ; 
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nam? of #atzrall, Though mens deſires arc infinite and 
inſatiable, yer for all this vſually they deceive themſelues 
with this, that they defire onely a competencie, neither 
pouertic, norriches, bur onely eAgars conuenient porti- 


ling. Ando that which is but competent for oneeltare 
| and calling, and ſay a Magiſtrate, is ſuperfluitic for ano- 
| ther, as ſay apriuate man. Well then, let vs ice whether it 
| beſo vſually with our defires, as they pretend, that they 
| confine themſelues within the bounds of mediocritic and 


competencie« /The'triall will bethis, if, when they haue 


' with leſſe: hutgor7upeion is inſatiable. -If chen there bz no 
bag with own defires, bur when they have gor chat which 
Mumſchies;arficſt, would fer. dawae as a matter of com- 


that cy Gang, give, itis an argument, it is the 'delfire of 
corruptrony,not of nature, not of grace. Naturall thirlt is 
diſcerned from aguilh by this, that the naturall will bee 
quenched with a draught, but the other is further prouo- 
ked by drinking. So, when men ſhallfay, I defire only a 
ſulkciencic, if I had but ſo much, I ſhould bee well apayd 
then, and yet, when they hauc that, couct more greedily 
then ener before, rhisis an Ague, aDrophe, a difeaſe ; no 


ly fall into the ſnare of pleaſure and execfle, This Saint 
eArften 


Firſt, when our 2 »natzrall defires arc cloaked withthe 


petencie, yetthey fill are like the craving hork-leaches, 


- opinzone naſccn- 


naturall, no kindly thirft, Burhere, this deccir of our cc- | 
firesis ſo much the harder to bee 41{coucred, inchar its | 


| 


not ſo caſte to define in eerie rhing that which is compe- | 
tent. And fo vnder rhecouer of comp=tencie we quick- | 
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on, Now competencic is that, which will not onely {crue | 
ature, but that alſo which is fit for our effate and cats | 


that which is competent, they then ict contented, For | 
there arc three defixes ; The defire of nature, of grace, of | 
corruptiong. Nature will be content with little : Grave | 
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eAuften excellently deſcribes in the defireof meats and 
drinkes, and by like pcoportion we may apply it to the de- 
fire of any other thing. while, faith he, feeling the rrou- 
« ble of want, I make towards the quiet of fulneſſe, in the | 
© yeric a from the one to the other, there lics in 
* wait for me the ſnare of concupiſcence. And whereas 
* our health is the cauſe of our cating and drinking, here a 
& certaine dangerous pleaſure joynes it felfe as a hand- 
©.maid, and yer for the moſt part Ilabours to goc before, 
© that it may ſeeme to be done for her ſake, whether I ſay 


© I doe, or would doe for my healths fake. Bur there is 
*not the ſame meaſure of both. For that which is enough 
« for hcalth,is toolitrlefor delight. And itis often vncer- 
& taine, whether the need of my body craue mare, or the 
© yolupruoug deccir of my appctite, At this yncertaintic 
© my vnhappic ſoulc rcioyceth, as at the marter of her ex. 
* cuſe and defence, being gladthar it dothnot appeare 
*© what is ſufficient for healrh, that ſo-ynder the pretcnce 
&« of health ſhe may ſhadow herintemperancie, --' + + - 
Secondly,Deceit is, when our c4rnall & woddydefhgy 
are accounted of ys as /þiriruall, This deceirfalleth out 
this caſe, when in onc and the ſelfe ſame thing'which we 
deſire, there is matter fit to giue contentment to both 
theſc defires, As in $*mon Aſag:e his deſire of the' gifts 
Apottolicall ; beſides the cxcellencic of the gifts them- 
ſelues, ftr matter for a holy defire, there was alſo profi 
and glorie that might cnſue, fir matter to proucke the 
carnall defire. Simen would ſeeme to be deuout and ho- 
ly, and to defire the gifts for themſclues, for that worthy 
reckoning he had of them; Bur Perey ſmelt out the cloſe 
deccit that lurked in his heart, and ſaw that it was a fleſhly 
defire looking toward Jucre. Sothe Apoſtle faith, Hee 
that defireth the office of a Biſhop, defireth a worthy worke: 
Yet that defire which many have of it, how deeeitfull is 
it ? The worke defircd is worthy : the defire thereof in 
| many 


| 
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many is moſt baſe and ynworthy : For though there be fir 
marter in this office ro kindle a holy and fpicicuall defire ; 
namely, the beautic of the office it ſelfe, Gods ylorie, and 
mans {aluation,ſhining in the veric face thereof ; yer with- 
all there is ſome marrer ro ſtirre yp a crooked and couctous 
defire,namely, the hope of gaine in a fac Benefice, Here a 
couetous Balaam Will hide his baſe defire of the reward 
of the office, with a pretence, of a [piriruall defirc of the 
office it ſelfe, Such is the deceit of thoſe that buy liuings 
vnder this pretence, that they deſire to exerciſe their gifts, 
which otherwiſe, the iniquitie of the times being tuch, 
they cannot haue the yſe of, Soalſo in the matter of mar- 
riage, this deceit is yerie yſuall. The partic affected hach 
pietic matchable both to perſon and portion, and yer both 
theſe in good meaſure to : Here one too much wedded to 
the world, or to thefleſh, will cloake his affeionto por- 
tion or perſon, with a pretence of afteion to pietie ; as 
though that had the preheminence in ſwaying of his de- 
fires; where haply, if the heart bee trucly ſearched, the 
contrarie will appeare. 

The diſcoueric of this deceit is, when the matter that 
ſhould fatisfie the carnall defire being taken away, there 
oncly remaineth the inuiter and inciter of rhe Pricual 
and holy. For if then we defire not as feruently as before, 
we may iuſtly feare fraud in our defires, Here cooled de- 
fires are craftie, decaying, deceining, flinching, falſe. 

Sixtly, AﬀeQtion is {onfidence. Where the deccitis, 
tothinke weetruſt in God ; when indeed wee truſt onely 
m the mcanes. The deceit is, both when wee haue the 
meanes, and when wee want them. The deceit of both is 
diſcouered by our behauiour towards God in the preſence 
of the meanes. For if then wee give ouer praying to 


— 
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God, or abate of our feruencie in ſuing and ſceking to | 


him for his helpe , wee may well doubt of our confi- 
dence. For if we doctruly relye on God, as on him who 
S is 
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is ſufficient without meanes, and without whom cuch the | 
moſt ſuſhicient meancs are altogether ſufficient , why 
then doe we begin ſo to ſecure onr ſclues, and lay afide all 
feare, when once wee are fenced with the meanes? A- 
gaine, hauing beene ſo confident and comfortable mthe 
enioyment of the meanes, if afterward in the time of dan- 
ger, when the meanes faile vs, we loſe this confidence,and 
(hew our ſelues faint and heartlefſe cowards ; this alſo 1s | 
another conuiction of deceit in our confidence. So both 
theſe wayes is our confidence found out to bee deceitfull, 
both by exceſle of {pirit inpeace, and by want of ſpirit in 
trouble, 

The like deceits might bee ſhewed in divers other affe. 
ions. But the worke growing bigger thea I thought ir 
would, I forbeare. So much then ſhall ſuffice to haue ſpo- 
ken concerning the decerttulneſſe of rhe affections :; as al- 
ſoconcerning the whole doAtrine of the deceitfulneſſe of 
theheart. 


Cnar, XXVII. 


Of the greatneſſe of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, and of 
the canſe of her aeceitfulneſſe. 


s Auing thus ſpoken of the deceitfulneſſe of mans 
$ heart, it remaineth that now wee ſhould ſpeake 
S288 of thoſe three illuſtrations, which in the begin- 
ning we noted the Propher vied to ſet it forth by. 

The fir{t,is from the greatneſſe of this deceitfulneſſe. Tr 
is deceitfull, ſayes the Prophet, Aboxe a things, Abouc 
all r2ings ? what, aboue Satan that old Serpent > The 
meaning is not,that our hearts haue more craft than Satan, 
whos an old trained Souldier, and his Crafts-matter in 
this 
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this Art, we bcing but Punics, andas of yeſterday vnto 
him, who is of many thouſand yeeres ſtanding : but that 
that deceit which is in our hearts, in regardot vs, and the 
dangerous conſequences thereof to ys, is greater then that 
in Satan. 

Firſt, as tonurder ones ſelfe is a greater matter then to 
murder another, though he doe not vſe the like crueltic in 
{tabbing, and wounding of himſelfe, which is often vſed 
in the Filling of others : So alſo, to decciuc ones ſclfe 
(which is alfo a ſpirituall kinde of murder) is a greater de- ' 
cLit then to deceetue another, And ſo inthis ſenſe the de. 
ceitfulnefſe of our hearts may be ſayd to be aboue Satans, 
becauſe it deceiueth 2 /e/fe, though Saran in his deceits be 
farre more cunning and wily. 

Secondly, this amplifterh the deceit, when the perſon 
deceiuing is our familiar friend, one in whom wee repoſc 
ſpeciall confidence. See P/al.g5. 12,13. Sois it here, 
Satan is nothing ſo neere vs as our owne hearts, thar arc 
parts of our (clues. Satan is without vs, andif wee refit 
| him by faith, he fliethfrom vs; butour hearts are within 

vs, andthough wee refiſtneuer ſo much, = this decciuer | 
Rill Ricketh cloſe vnto vs : So that Satan ſomerimes leaues 
vsfor aſeaſon, and we are not troubled with him, of his 
deceits, But our owne hearts, they ncuer leaue vs, they | 
dog and follow ysart all times, in all places, vpon all occa- | 
fions, ſtill ready furniſhed with deceit, to beguile vs. 

Thirdly, our owne hearts can deceiue vs of themiclues 
without Satan ; Satan cannot without our hearts. And 
therefore in regard of ys, our owne hearts deceitfulneſſe 
is farce the greater, as that which giueth Satan all his ad- 
uantage againſt ys. He could not deceiue our Sautour, be- | 
cauſc there was no deceit in our Sauiours heart. 


——_——— 
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The Ie, This muſtteach ys to account of our lelues, 
as of our chiefeſt enemies wee arc to contend with in this | 
| ſpirituall conflift. The Apoltle titres yp ro watchfulneſſe 
| | SS 1; and 
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Ths deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


and circumſpeQion, by ſerting before vs the firength of 


the Deuill,as being Powers and Principalitics, farce firon- 
ger then flcſh and bloud : Bur there by ſle/> and bloud the 
Apoſtle mcaneth, not io much the corruption , as the 
weakneſſe of our nature. As it hee ſhould haue ſayd, Wee 
hauenot onelyto conflict with weake fraile men, like our 
ſclues, that are but fleſh and bloud ; but with farre more 
powerfull and puifſant Aduerfaries, ncmely the Deuils, 
For the corruprion of our hcarts is our greateſt aduerſary; 
this corrupt | f 

eucn Satan himſelfc in ſome {ort, as we haue ſhewed. And 


; the; efore we muſt bend our forces againſt out ſclues, as 
| well as apainſt Satan. Yea, the way indeed to ouercome 
Ita eaue tibive | Satan, is firſt to oucrcome our ſelues : and we muſt ſorake 
| heed to our ſelucs,of other encmics,that we muſt alſo rake 


—— 


| 


heed of our felues, as cnemies. A thing worth the poring 
it is, that the inccſtuous perſon delinered vp to Satan, did 
yet repent, aud come out of Satans power : But men 
once delivered to rthemſclues , the luſts and deecits of 
their owne hearts, arc branded out of the Scripture, as 
men in a moſt fearc'ul! and deſperate caſe. Theretorc Pa/ 
in his owne perſon deſcribing the ſpirituall fight, and the 
aduerſaric a Chriſtian is ſpecially to encounter with, fin- 
gles out the body of finne, thisnaughtie fleſh. 7 fight nor, 
faith the Apolile, as beating the aire, and ſeeing no aduer. 
ſarie, bur I ſee my 2duecrſarie, and ſtrike at him : And who 
may this Aduerſaric bc? He tels vs in the next words ; 7 
beat downe my body, that is, not this outward man, but 
the body of finne, the maſſe of corruption, both inthe 
ſoule and in the bodie, 

The /econd [11uftration is from the cauſe of this deceit- 
fnlneſſe ; namely , the wickedneſflſe of our hearts. The 
heart, ſaith the Prophet, is deceirfull aboue all things, and 
exill ; inthis latter clauſe ſhewing the cauſe of thar ſpo- 
ken in the former. 


Here 


eart of ours is deceitful] abouc all things : ' 
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neſſe of the heart is, Secondly, how itis a cauſe of the 
hearts deceitfulneſſe, . 
For the firſt ; The heart is ell, $1 . Totally. 
2. Originally, 

Firtt, Iris t9ra/ly cuill, and chat rwo wayes : Firſt, the 
whole ſoule is incuill : And ſecondly, whole exll is inthe 
loule. 

Firſt, the whole ſoulc is cuill : this gall of bitterneſſe 
hath imbirrered, this lcauen hath ſowred, this leproſic 
hath infected, not this part, orthat, but the whole and 
cuerie part. Euen fromthe vnderſRaning, as ir were the 
crovwne of the head, to the aftections, as it were the ſoales 
of the feet, there is no thing hurt boyles and borches. 
Whereof read a molt jiucly deſcription, Zzech, 16, In 
our Vnderſtanding there is a verie {ca of ignorance, ynca- 
| pable it is of things ſpirituall, and yet wile and wittic in 
| wickedneſſe, The Conſcience is full of blinde feares, ter- 
| rours, and torments ; or elſe ſeared and ſencelefle. The 
Memorie flipperic and wateriſh, to recciue and retaine any 
good impreſſions ; bur of a marble firmmeſſe to hold faſt 


© — — — 


—— 


that which is cuill. The will plyable and obſequious to 
the Dcuill; in his hands as wax, bur ftiffe and hard as clay 
in Gods. The affeQtions alſo arc wholly difordred, per- 
uerſly ſerting themſelues vpon wrong obieRts : inſtead of 
bathing them'elues in the ſweet fountaines of liuing wa- 
ters, they ſwiniſhlyyec turabling in filchy and micrie pud- 
dles. If intheeye there bee a beame of wickedneſſe : O 
then the great ſtack that is in the heart! And if the rongue 
but the inſtrument of the heart, be ſnch a world of wicked- 
neſſe, an varuly:cui!l ; what then is che heart > The whole 
frame of our hearts is continually cuill. O the rout and 
rabble of filthy and impure thoughts that lurk in this dun- 
gcon'The temple ir was once of the Holy Ghoſt;but now, 
as it farcth with many materiall temples ; which as it 

S 2 is 
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Here two things are to be cleered. Firſt, what this ill- 
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is reported through couctouſheſſe of Incloſers: are be- 
come ſtables for Horſes:lo this glorious Temple is become 
a ſtinking Stye,and Stable of yncleane Spirits,a Cage of vn- 
cleane Birds, a Den of Theeues, a Receptacle of all man- 
ner of pollution. 

Secondly, All euill, the whole bodie of finne,that is,the 
ſeeds and ſpawnes eucn of the vileſt corruptions are in the 
heart of man, Naturally the beſt of vs hauc an inclinable.- 
neſſe cuen to the moſt odious and lothſome finnes. As in 
that Chaos at firſt Creation there were the ſeeds of all 
the creatures, Fire, Ayre , Watcr, Heauecn, Earth; fo in 
mans heart of aJl fins, Vpon which let but the Spirit of Sa- 
tan moue, as once the Spirirof God vpon the Chaos , and 
with the warmth of his temptations heate it, and no lefſe 
vgly monſters will proceed out of our hearts, then did once 
goodly creatures out of that Chaos. Hence it was that 
thoſe things which Dauid ſpake of certaine vile notorious 
wicked finners, thattheir rchroare was an open Sepulchre,the 


ga of eAſpes was onder their tongue, 4+. are applyed 
| 


y Saint Pax/to cuery mothers child of vs:For there isne- 
uer a bariell better Herring ; But as the holy Prouerbe is, 
As #n water face anſwereth to face, ſo doth the heart of man 
to man. The image of onr facc inthe water is no more like 
our face it ſelfe, then our heart is like the heart euen of the 
vilcſt Monfter that ever was. And when we ſee ſuch Mon- 
ſers in them, as in Looking-glaſſes, wemay ſee our ſelues, 
and the diſpofition of our owne ſoules. And thus wee ſce 


| how the heart is totally euill, 


Secondly, It is alſo originally euill, Euill did not be- 
2in firſt to pollute thy hand, thy cye, thy care or any of thy 
outward parts , but it began with thy heart, 'to feate and 
neftle it ſelfe there, and from thence to diffuſe and ſcatter it 
poyſon into the externall members. Out of the heart, ſaith 
our Sauiour, come murthers, adulteries, thefts, blaſphe- 


mics, and ſuch like Ruffe; euen as the Riucrs out ofthe Sea, 
This 
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This 1s the fountaine, from whence allthe ftreames of cor. 


ruption flow : this is the wombe, in which all theſe Mon- 
Kers are conceiued : this is the ſhell,in which theſe Cocka- 
trices arc hatched. Thus we {ce how we are to vnderſtand 
this doctrine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe. 

Theſe. Fuſt, Againlt the Papiſts, that doe ſomething 
leſſen this wickeduetie,and will haue ſome relikes of good- 
neſſe to remaine, ſome freedome of.will to apply it ſelfe 
to good, 

Secondly,To teach vs all true humiliation in the ſight of 
our owuec naturall deformitic. No outward ornaments 
ſhould (fo lift vs vp, as our outward filthinefſe ſhould rake 
vs downe. Art thou troubled with pride ? I can preſcribe 
thceno better remedie, then ro looke vpon the face of thy 
heart, in the glaſſe of the Word, For there thou ſhalr ſee 
thy ſelfe ſuch an vgly, naſtic, forlorne miſhapen creature, | 
that thou cant not chuſe but grow out of louc with thy 
ſelfe. It isthy ignorance that inaketh thee ſoproud. If thou 
kneweſt thy ſelte what thou wert , and haddeſt eyes to ſee 
this finkehole, aud what a deale of baggage paſlethdaily 
throughit, thou wouldeſt be aſhamed of thy ſclfe, God 
is a God of pure eycs,an( camot take any pleaſure in cuill: 
And wilt thou then take any pleaſure in thy felfe , being | 
cuill, and nought bur euill, yea, bceing burta very ſtinking 
dung-hill of euill 2 Wharſoeuer thy out-fide may bce, bec 
irncuer ſo faire, thy infide isnaught ; thou art but like one 
of the Egyptian Temples, very glorious and beaurifull 
without, butenter in, and nothing to bee fecne, but a Scr- 
pent, or ſome ſuch venemous creature. Such litters and 
ſwarmes arethere in our hearts, of vaine, vile, baſc, filthy, 
and diſhonourable thoughts , affections , defires. Very 
thorow-faires arc they for Satans impure ſuggeſtions to 
walke vp and downe in; in regard of murtherous and mali- 
tious thoughts, very Slaughter-houſes ; in regard of vie 
cleane luſts very Stewes and Brothel-hoxſes ; in regard 
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CP IAIN. IT nll 
| of the heate of boyling concupiſcence, very Hor-houſes, 
Hoſea 7.44 | andasthePropherſpeakerh, likea Bakers Owen, Shall any 
| now braggeof his owne good nature , or crake with the 
| : Phariſce, thar he is not ſo bad as other men, hee is no Ex- 
tortioner, or Oppreſſour, &c. Yes, thou blinde and boa- 
ſting Phariſec, thou haſt the ſcecies of Extortion and Op- 
| preſſion inthee , yea, andot all other finnes beſides, And 
| theſe would breake forth in thee, did not God,by his wiſe 
| and powerfull prouidence, reſtraine thy corruption. By na- 
| ture, the beſt, the mildelt , and meekeſt man is a very Ty- 
| ger and Lion, And wouldett thou account that Lion tO | 
be of a bettcr nature then his tellowes, who therefore docs | 
; no hurt as they doe, becauſe he is not looſe as they are, but | 
| chained vp? Where Gods reyerving Grace hath notchan- 
| ged our nature, it is onely the powerfull reſtraint of his | 
| Prouidence which keepeth mien from the very outrage of | 
villanie, Shall wee then bec proud , becauſe wee are free | 
| from thoſe offences , into which others breake forth, and | 
thinke wee are made of. ſome bettermould ? Nay, our na- | 
ture is as vntoward, and as deeply poyſoned with rebellion | 
as theirs, Therefore rather ſhould wee bce humbled in ſee- | 
ing them, For , as. was ſhewed , inthem wee may ſee our | 
ſelues what wee are, Peraduenture thou haſt ſome good | 
parts of Wit, Mcmoric, &c. to commend thee, Yet | 
for all theſe, thy heart is cuill , yea, without a ſpiritu- | 
all change, ſo much the worſe , by how much thoſe parts 
arc the better, Euecn as the more fruitfull theſoile is, fo much | 
the more will it abound with Thiſtles,vnleſſe it bee tilled. | 
g 1.Gor.3.20, And the Lord knowerh the thoughts of the wiſe , [that is, | 
4 expounded, | (ch as excell in naturall gifts,that are the choiſeſt & picked | 
| men, euen the very flowre of the reſt,] that they are vaine. | 
Thirdly, Heerc Parents, and all they who ſtand chargcd | 


| with the education of youth, muſt remember their dutic. | 


The heart of manſlin generall, the heart of all Mankind, is | 
| ſtrangcly,andftrongly wicked. Euen in the heart of ayoung 


childe, | 


: 
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childe, as Sa/omon (ayes, there is a bundle , and packe, of | Procu2-15, 
folly laid vp. And as CI7o/es ſayes, the thoughts of mans | Gen.g.ar, 
heart are cuill, cuen from his child-hood, This corrupti- 
on then of nature mult be ſubdued berimes,elſc it wit grow 
tothat head, that it will bee incurable. Looke what $kill, 
and dextcritic is required to tame a wild beaſt, which had | 


need bee gone about very caicly , whiles it is bur a little 
Whelpe, the ſam- , nay, farre greater, is required to tame | 
and mecken this wild, this woluiſh , and lioniſhnature of | 


_— ——— 


olirs,that it may become tractable tro Gods hand. 
Fourthly, This ſerucs to take away the excuſe which is 
ſo rifein the mouthes of many , that when they {weare, 
ſpeake vainly, or doe otherwiſe amifſe, yer they haue as 
g004 hearts as the belt, Whatis the reaſon then they haue | 
to bad tongues ? Ont of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh. When I ſec the ſmoake comming out of 
the top of the Chimney, ſure I am there is ſome fire on the 
hearth, When the flouds of corruption come guſhing out | 
at thy eyes, cares, hands, mouth, there muſt necdes bec a 
fountaine withinthy hcart. For it is the heart that is ort- | 
ginally euill, And therefo;e excellently OY de- ; 
{crib:d the wickednefle of ſomes mens eyes, mouthes, fecte, | 
hands, at laſt, giuing the reaſonrthereof,ſaycs, Lewd things 
are in thy heart. And in another place, hauing ſaid , the | Pro6-12,13,14 
thenght: of the wicked are abomination to the Lord,he ad- | 
deth by way of oppoſition, bxt the words of the pure are Prou.r$16, | 
pleaſant. The oppoſition ſeemed rathier to require that hee 
ſhould have ſaid , But the thoughts; But by this kinde of 
oppoſition Sa/2mon would teach, that the words of our 
mouthes arc according to the thoughts of our hearts, And 
therefore it is idle to talke of a cleanc h:art,when thou haſt ! 
a foule mouth, | 
Fiftly , This teacheth vs a right method in the practice 
of repentance. That muſt firſt bee reformed, which was 


fiſt deformed, Now as wee haue ſhewed the heart 1s 
Orl- \ 


— 
" 


— uy 
® 


266 | 


Prou.21.4+ 
gpcen cds 


Ter. 414+ 
Lames 4« 


| 


ms 


—_ _— 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. oj 


originally euill, that is the treaſuricand ftore-houle of wic- 
kednefle : Therefore the firſt thing in repentance, mult bee 
the rinſing and cleanſing of the heart. It finnc had begunne 
in thy outward man, then ſhould thy reformation alſo; But 
Enesheart was poyloncd before her cye. And therefore] 
doe not {o well like their aduiſe, that wiſh mcn in repen- 
tance to begin with outward abſtinence trom finne, as the 
eaſier, and lo by degiees to come to the inward mortifica. 
tion of it, He werean vn: kilfull Phyſician , that when the | 
head-ach is cauſed by the diſtemperature of the ſtomacke, 
would apply outward remedies to the head, before he had 
purged the ftomacke, where lyes the matter that feedsthe 
diſcaſe. The heart,as our Saviour reacheth, is an euill trea- 
ſuric, ſurcharged withthe ſuperfluities of all wickednefſle, 
and hence lowesthe corruption, and hath a continuall e- 
ruption in the outward man; So that it is impoſſible the 
the outward man, or actions thereof ſhould be reformed, 
as long as the heart remaynes vnpurged. Things in them- 
ſelues good , comming yet from an yncleane heart, are 
naught. Thercfore Salomon excellently ſayes , that nor | 
onely the pride of wicked mens eyes, and hearts, but euen | 
their very plowing, that is, whatſocuer they doc in things | 
lawfull, as eating, drinking, ſlceping, yea, intheſeruice of 
God, is /izne. Liſten we then rather to the Prophets coun- 
ſell, © Jeru/alem waſh thine heart , and to the Apoltles, 
Clenſe your hearts you ſinners. Let none thinke they are 
reformed cnough when they haue brovght their outward 
man to ſome ciuill conformitie , their hearts yet inwardly 
{cling againe,tillthey arc1eadic roburſt, with abundance 
of euill and noyſome luſts, No, the heart,as it is the forn- 
tainc of this natwrall life , and as at firſt it was the foun- 
taine of a /infall life; ſo alſo muſt it beethe fountaine of a 
ſpirituall lite : that as in the motion of the primum mobi- 
le in the Heauens, all the inferiour Spheres are moued to- 
ecther with it : ſo here, the heart being {; piritually moucd 
; y 
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by the Holy Ghoſt , in the worke of conuerſion, all our 
outward parts may moue together with it; euery one of 
them recciuing fromit, as from a good trcaſuric, their ſe- 
uera!l portions of goodnefſe, CHar.r2- Prong. 

So much for the firſt point , what this wickednefle is, 
The ſecond is, that this wickednefſe of the heart is the 
cauſe of this deceitfulneſſe : which is the meaning of che 
Prophets coniun&tion of wickednefſe with deccirfulneſſe 
in this place. For this propertie of deceirfulneſle is by the 
Apoſtle giuen to finne : and ſo our hearts come to bee de- 
ceitfull, as they are defiled with fiune. For finne blinds the 
mind, andſo makes it cafie to be decciued, and to miſtake. 
We ſce how eaſily blind 7/aacke miſtooke the younger 
ſonne for the elder. As eafily arc our blind hearts deceiued, 
miſtaking the motions of the fleſh forthe ſpirit, ſuggeſti. 
ons of Satan, for the yoyce of the Holy Ghoſt, pretences 
and colours of zeale, for true and naturall zeale,&c.Therc- 
after therefore as ſinne is more or leſlc in the heart, fo is de- 
ceit, The moſt godly men, by reaſon they are not wholly 
free from finne, haue alſo experienceof this deccitfulneſle: 
But thedeceirfulneſſe of wicked mens hearts is farre grea- 
ter, by reaſon that ſiune in them is farre greater, euenin his 
full ftrength and vigour;bur inthe godly fnne is as it were 
wounded in the head, and crazcd inthe braine, and fo lcfle 
able to deceiue. The Scriprure cals finne in the godly , the 
old man: Now old men that are readie to dote for age,are 
twicechildren, and haue no great ſtore of craft, 

This muſt teach vs, as we defire in the profefſion of Re- 
ligion, not to be deceiued by our owne hearrs,fo topurge, 
to rinſe, and renew them daily by repentance , not ſutfc- 
riag the lcaſt ſinne to be harboured there. For it we haue 
an euill heart affeting and nouriſhing but any one finne, 
this heart will decciue vs in the cnd , whatſoeucr bee our 
profeſſion of Religion. Iudas may bee an cxample for vs : 


His heart was an cuill heart, a couctous heart , eucn in the 
grea- 
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| greateſt heate of his following Chrilt , and preaching rhe 
Word. Therefore alfo ic proued a deceitful heart, andar 
laſt betrayed himinto rhe hands of that fearctull ſinne of 
betraying his Malter, * 

Neither is thereany other reaſon why thoſe for ward and 


terucnt ones,in the Parable of che tone ground fell away, 
but the want of a good and honeſt heart , which onely 
they that are figured by the laſt kinde of ground haue. For 
as an honeſt man will not decciue another, with whom, to 
neither will an honcſt heart deceiue the man himiclte in 
whom itis. This was the reaſon why Pharaohand other, 
their firs of godlinefle did not laſt; becauſe there was no 
true change of their naughtic and corrupt hearts. Remem- 
ber we then the Apoſtles warning , Take heed leaſt there 
bein you aneuill heart , ro depart away from the lutrg. 
God, Wherc there is an ynſound heart, there will bec A- 
poſtaſic inthe cnd, whatſocuer ſhewes bee made, For an 
cuill heart is alwaycs a deceirtull heart, 

Againe, this muſt further teach vs not to truſt them, in 
whom we doc diſccrne an cuill and vnſound hearr, let thcir 
outward ſhewes bce neucr ſo glorious. For an cuill heart 
will decciue the man himſclfe in whom it is, much more 
will it deceiue others, How now can any man ſafcly re- 
poſe any confidence in an vnregenerate friend or ſeruant, 
whoſe hearts are cuill and vnrenewed, though otherwiſe 
neuer ſo ciuilly honeſt ? What aſſurance cau I have of him, 

that hathnone of himſclfe > Or how ſhould I thiake 

hee would not decetue me, who in the 
' end muſtneeds decciuc 


himſelte, 
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Cnar XLLEVIES 


Of the vnſearchableneſſe of tbe heart, and 
of ſixe notes to dicomer it. 


RI F the two former illuſtrations of the hearts dc- 
AY ccitfulneſſe,the greatneſſe of it, that it is de- 

| © cerrfull aboue all things, andthe cauſe of it, | 
CASE that it is wicked, wee haue ſpoken: The third | 
itluftracion followes, which is from the v1/earchableneſſe | 
of it. 3ho can know it ? that is, few or none can know , not 
onely others; but not their owne hcatts, 

Obiett. This may ſeeme to bee againſt that of the A- 
poſtle; Vo man knoweth what 1s 1n man , ſaue God, and the 
[pirit of man. eArſi. Man knowerh his inward thoughts, 
purpoſes , and defires, but the frame and diſpoſition of his 
heart he knowes nor, nor yer alwayes the qualities of thoſe 
thoughts, whither they tend, what ſecret deccitlies and | 
lurkes in them, He thinkes that lawfull , which is indeecc. 
vnlawfull. Therefore Dawid crycd out, Who knowerth the | 
errours of his life? As it fareth with the eye, which (ce- | 
ing other things , ſce, not it ſelfe, nor the fo wherein it ' 
ſtandeth, fo is it with our hearts, knowing other 
things, yet ignorant of themſelucz,ſtrangersat home : Wee 
know not what we are inpreſent, much lefſe what we (hal! 
be here aftcr, intriall and tempration. So that that which 


and the earth wn deepeneſſe, and the Kings heart, can no 
man find out, in regard of their ſecretproiectsand defignes, | 
is true alſo ofall our hearts in regard of their ſecret wicked- 
neſſe, Men think indeed that they know them(elues well e- 
nough.Andit is growne into a Prouerbiall kind of ſpeech,] 


know it as wellas my ſelfe. Whereas intruth there is no- 
thing 


' of it. Where 


Salomon ſpeaketh of Kings hearts; The heawens wn height, Prouzg.z, 


3. The vn- 
{carchabeneſle 


yor, 


1.Corez.18. 


PhiL 19. 


| 
| Prou.28.33, 


lob,41.5.6, 


Luke$.5,6- 
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thing wherein we arewore ignorant. An cuident argument 
whereof is that pride and ſelfc pleaſing , that naturally i; in 
ys all. If thou haddeft once ſeene whar an vgly and defor- 
med face thy heart hath, if thou kn-weſt what horrible 
filthineſfe and corruption were encloſe in thy heart , this 
would humble and abaſe thee , both beforc God and man, 
this would bring thee quite out of heart, and conceit with 
thy ſelte,and ah thee according to the Apoltles precept, 
thinke thy ſelfe worſe then any other. Butalas, how ſwell 


ſelues? When yet it weethroughly ſaw the cloſe corrup- 
tions of our owne hearts ,ve ſhould thinke the worſt berter 
then our ſelues, Yea, in our yery prayers, ſpeaking to 
God, how farre arc wee from the truc humbling , bow- 
ing, and proftrating our ſpirits before the Lord? Whereas 
if wee ſawand felt our pouertie and miſerie, wee ſhould 
ſpeake to God, asthe poore beggerly wretch doth to the 
rich man, The poore man, faith Salomon, ſpeaketh ſuppls- 
cations. When a man comes abroad with his tace tull of 
ſpots, itis a fignethat he knowes not of them, that he did 
not vic the Looking-glaſſe before hee came out: A farre 
more certaine figne it is, that as yet wehauenot in the 
Law ſeene the faces of our hearts , when we can fo boldly 
and impudently come both into God and mans preſence, 
with grofle corruptions vawaſhen out. When 7ob ſaw 
in Godsglorie asina glaſſe , his owne corruption , how 
was he preſently meckned ? Then he layes the hand on the 
mouth , abhorres himſelfe in duft and aſhes , and vilifies 
himſelfe to the full. Petey alſo ypon like occaſion cries 
out, Depart Lordfrom me, I am a finfull man. According 
to our humilitie is our knowledge of our ſelues, The more 


On IIS 
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we ſee our corruption, the greater will be our humilitie. 
When Pax! faw the filthie pudle of concupiſcence that 
was in him, then was hee throughly taken downe indced. 


we in a cConceit of our owne excellencie? How ſtretch wee 
out our plumes? How deſpiſe we others in regard of our 
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| that no man can know it , namely, of himſelfe, and by the 
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| Before he ſecmed to be aliue to himſelfe, but this ſo galtly | 
a fight ofthe filthy viſage of his owne heart, as at hus firſt 
conuerlſion it almoſt {trucke him dead, fo long after it made 
him crie out, { am carnall : © Miſerable man that ] am. 
Our great pride therefore argues great ignorance, 
our little humilitie , but little knowledge of our owne 
hearts. 
The vſe. Firit, let vs not beare out our ſclues roo much 

| vpoN any mans iudgement. For if we know not our ſclues, 


t others know vs , and fo, farre more eaſily may they bee 
inſtified. He that mdgerth mee 1s the Lord, who is grea- 
'ter then our hearts. Euen the beſt haue many ſecret 


pray: Lord cleanſe vs from our ſecret ſinnes, Though our 
| owne hearts condemne vs not, yet may we not plcafe our 


| ing their owne corruptions , as excecdingly caſt downe, 


ſeemg of corruption. The corruption which we ſee, offe- 


' and ſo may be degeweed in our felues, much lefſe then can 


decciued in vs. / swdge not my /elfe , ſaith the Apoſtle, 
for though I know nothing by my ſelfe, yet am I not thereby 


faults , which they ſpicnot , and therefore hauencede to 


"Oo 


ſelues therein , but (till dread we the lecret deccit of our 
hearts , ſo vaſt gultes, that the botrome can hardly bee 
ſounded. As Socratesin reading a Booke gaue this cenſure; 
thoſe things which I vndcrſtand , are good; fo alſo , 1 
thinke, are thoſe things I vnderſtand nor : fo in iudging of 
our hearts, contrarily ; that which Thaue found ont , and 
do diſcernc in my heart is excecding ill; fo thinke is that 


alſo which as yet I donor diſcerne. By that little we hauc 
alreadic found out, ſhould we iudge of the reſt, 
Secondly, Here is comfort for Gods children, who ſce- 


and affrighted with ſo fearefull a fight. But wee muſt 
learne to diſtinguiſh betweene corruption ſexe , and the 


reth matter of diſcomfort ; but the ſeeing of corruption 
yeeldeth great comfort. For here the Prophet tclleph vs, 
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light of his owne reaſon onely. An argument therefore 
that God hath annointed thy eyes with ſpirituall eye- 
{alue, is, when he hath thus cnabled thee to ſee thy owne 
corruption, Comfort thy ſelte then in thy worke of Gods 
mercie, and aflure thy lelfe that that God who hath giuen 
thee to ſec, will giue thee alſo in time, to ſuddue thy ſcene 
and diſliked corruprtions, 

Thirdly , This muſt teach vs to traucll with our owne 
hearts, in bringing them to a fight of their owne corrup- 
tions, If we be admoniſhed of ſome man, with whom wee 
conucrſe, that he is falſe and hollow, how will we labour 
to finde him out, and dete& bim? The Scriptures hath 
g14en vs warning of our owne hearts, that they are deepe 
and deceitfull beyond all meaſure: Doth ir not then ſtand 
vs inhandrto labour to finde our this deceit, and wicked- 
nefle > What a ſhame is this, that man who flyes vp into 
the heauens , and deſcends downe into the deepes , and 
knowes all other things, ſhould yet onely not know 
himſelfe? Thathe ſhould dig intothe belly of the carth for 
gold andfiluer, and ſhou!dnot dig into his owne heart to 
purge out the drofſe which hath corrupted all that gold 
which grew there at the firfi? 

Here none may diſcourage himſelfe with theſe words, 
Who can know it? For they argue not an veter impoſſibi- 
litie, but an exceeding difficulric, Which ſhould ſhar- 
pen our deſires and endeauours, for the getting of this 
knowledge. 

For firſt, thereare certaine diſcoucries , whereby euen 
others may come to the knowledge of our hearts in ſome 
meaſure. And ſecondly, in the Word of God there are in- 
fallible Notes, whereby cxamining our hearts , wee 
_ ſelues may know them, when others cannot fo 
well. 

For thefirſt, There are fixe more cſpeciall meanes of 
triall, and diſcouery ofour hearts, 
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Firſt, is the rewelation of Godsword , whether the Law 
or Goſpell, For whercas corrupuonlay a lleepeinvs be- 
fore, the ſound cf the word awakens and inragesit. When 
[would haue healed Iſrael ; namely, by the admonicions 
and rebukes ofche word,then the iniquezie of Ephraim was 
diſconered, faith the Prophet. Beforeche Law came, Paw! 
felt cnne more quice, as if it had beene dead ; burſayes 
he, whenthe Law came , then ſinne reniued. The like our 
Sauiour ſhewes of che Goſpell, that when it comes, it ſers 
men together by the carcs, onely becauſe it worketh ypon 
cheir corruption, which being by this meancs cxaſperared, 
[hewesuFfeclte. | JAP | e, 

Secondly is.afi:iton, both priuate and perſonall,as al- 
ſo publique 1a che periccution of the Church. The Seca, 
when it is calm weather, is as {till 8nd quiet as any riuer : 
bur letthe winds once riſc, and you ſhall fee a difference: 
Thenyou.ſhall ſee nothing bur raging and ſtorming, and 
foming our yiyreand dyrc. In peace wicked mens carcup- 
tions lyc hid, then they will carie chemſelues ro God and 
man more moderately: bur let God lay atflition on chem, 
andchen as Sathan talicly charged 726, ſee if rhey will nor 
{pirthe verie poylon of their blaſphemie in che face of 
God, himſelfe. Yea, the regenerate man hunſclfe would 
hardly chinke there were ſo much infidelicie, impatiencie, 
frowardneſſe, rebellion, fainc-hcarcednefſe , loue of che 


; world, and ſuch like corruptions,as he ſhall find and fecle 


i 
' 
! 
' 


by experience in the day of atthiftion. Therefore dorh 


| Tames call afflictions temptations, becauſe they ſeructo 


trie vs what is in vs, and codiſcouer che hidden corruption 


' of ourhcarts. As Aſs celleth the Iirachres,God rhere+ 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


tore humbled them with wanc, to proue them, and to 


| know vyhac was in them, that is, co make knowne, Here 


was the triall of 4b-ahams found heart , when God laide 
that crolſe ypon him , that gricuous commandemenrt of 
killing his onely Sonne with his owne hands ;z gw 7 

know, 
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. 18 Pſal 44. Di- 

; cit ſbi innoteſ- 
cere quod facit 
1104 inaoteſcere: 
Opus [num tibi 
adicit,non cognt- 
tionem ſuam. 

' Dicimus plerum 

' que letus dies 
quando ſerens 
eſt, nunquid ip- 
ſedies gaudet? 
fed gaundenterm 

. dicimus, quia 
gaudentes nos 
facit. Sic & de- 


cur quando 
,Cognoſcentes nos 
'facit. 

' Dicit ad Abr. 

| Nuxc cognoui: 
 Antea non cog 
nouerat? ſed ip- 
ſeAbr. antea 
non cognouit, 

| quia ipſa texta- 
i 110ne zpſe fibt in- 
47otuit, plerum- 
|{ que enim putat 

|! 50ms ſe poſſe, 

{ 940d nenpoteſt, 

| CC. 
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bnow , ſaith God, Thox feareſft me , that 13, 4s Auſten EX- 
pounds it: Now I haue madeit knowne : For God i5faid 
to know, when hee makes vs to know : and inſuch ſpee- 
ches, he tels vs of his owne working of knowledge in vs, 
not of his owne knowledge. So we ſay a i»7fall day and 
{ad weathey,onedly becauſe ofthe effeARs in vs. For did not 
' God know before that Abraham feared him? Yes well 
cnough. But Abraham: did not know it betore fo cleare- 
ly and certainely; For by meanes of this tryall hee came to 
know himſelfe. For viſually man chinketh he can doe that 
which indeede he cannot. And conrrarily: Iris then asif 
| God ſhould haueſaid : Now haue I made the World and 
thine owne conſcience know thou feareſt me : Now I haue 
wenthee a thorow tryall of the integritie of thine owne 
—_—— alſo was the trial of /-bs good hart, Though in 
his proſperity he had triall of it by us many good works, 

' wherin he wasas rich as in hisorher riches, yer we ſec how 
| ſlanderouſly the Diuell impeached it as mercenane, Dorh 
lob /erse God fornonght ? Therefore that he might haue a 
' more thorow proofe of his integritic,al his outward prof. 
 perity was taken from him. And then how meeke, how pa. 
tient was he? No murmuring, no grudging, but the Lord 


hath ginen and taken,bleſſed be his name. He didnot then 


ſay (as Chry/oſtome excellently notes,) How ſhal the poore 
' do;that were wont to be clothed withthe fleece, and to be 
fed withthe fleſh of my Cattle? If not for my ſake, yer for 
ſuch poore ones ,my flockes might haue beene{pared, And 
ſo /obs graces ſhined more glorioully whe his houſes were 
ouerthrowne, then when the doores ofchem were ſet open 
for the — to enter it: when his flocks were ftollen from 
lum, chen when the poore were ſuſtained by them : For 
then heſhewed loue to men , but now heeſhewed amore 
{peciall kind of loue and obedience to God, For asin the 
Olympicke games, the people might farre berter iudge of 
the. tcature, and clegancie of the fencers bodies, when 


70 they 
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[ 


; tharthey mwft needes be , that the approwed may bee made 
| knowne. To this purpoſe excellent 1s the ſpeechof olde 


D——_ 


longer, but cried out, [ ame 15ſeph your brother - For abro- | 


- En ts 


| burcloſe Diſciples,and one could har 
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| todiſcouerhis afteRion , if hee haucany. So when thele 


| from falſe, when by the twordt of perſecurion, rheyſtnke | 
S 2 


they were naked, chen when their cloathes were on: ſo 
may wethen beſt iudge of our ſelues, when God hath 
ftript vs ſtarke naked of all the garments of our ourward 
glorie and proſperitie, 

Buta farre more excellent tryall are the common af- 
fliions ofthe Church in perſecution. For. as the Apo- 
ftle ſpeakech of herclics, fo 1s ic truealſo of perſecutions, 


— 


Simeon to the Virginez That (ild © appointed for a figne, 
tobe ſpoken apams#t , that the thoughts of man hearts may | 
beopened. Thertore Chriſt nuſt be contradicted, and op-. 
poſed by che high Prieſts and Goucrnours of the people, 

char ſo the hidden hypocrilie of thoſe which before tol- 

lowed him, andcricd O/anxa, might bee deredted, as alſo 

thoſe their peruerſe and vnſound thoughts of cleauing ro 
Chriſt ifhe had proueda temporal King,and had brought | 
temporal felicitic, Loe then a knife ro open the hearts | 
belly, the knifeof perſecution, Here was the tryall of ;- 

chodemus, and Toſeph of « Arimathea, with whom it fared. 
in theiraffe&tionsto Chriſt, as with [o/eph ſonne of [aceb, | 
in his affetion to his brethren: When he ſaw them in an- | 
guiſh and diſtrelle, then he could concealc hisatfeion no | 


_— _— 


1 Cor,11-19. 


Luke 2434+ 


ther , (aith Salomon, i borne for aduerfitie ; namely,then | 


ewo ſaw the vniuft andcruell dealings of che Prieſts. wich 
Chriſt cheir elder brother , chen though bþcfore.chey were 
Gy tell whatco make 
otchem, yer then they manifeſted chemſclucs ; chen their | 
loue , their zeale , and heartic affetion to Chrilt brake | 
forth. For as Salomon diſcouered the true mother from 


Pro.17.17, 


the falſe, by taking 'acfwordo- cuc the- Child in'ews/:- fo | 
doc perſecutours daſcouer'crue; Children of the-C burch | 


at 


a. 4 OE IE. A. 


Chap,zo, 


;, Diſcouerie, 


by Proſperity, 
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| them by perſecution. A Wolfe may faine himſelfe to be a 


at their Mother, Othere be many of vs in. theſe dayes of 

peace, that make great ſhewes : When the Fanne comes ir 

ſhall appeare whether we be chaffe or wheatc, The houſs | 
built on the ſand carries as good a ſhow as the houle built 
on the rocke, and-in' a cleare Sun+ſhine day glilters as | 
gallantly; bur the windes and tempeſis when they are y p, | 
will quickly ſhew the difference.. When a Seruing-man 
followes two men walking together , wee cannot tel] 
who is his Maſtcr, till they part : ſo when the Goſpel, 
and outward. proſperitie: goe togerher, it is hard to judge 
wherher of them we follow, till God make a ſeparation of | 


— 


ſheepe by wearing a ſheepes skinne; butlet his fleece bee 
ſhorne, it will ncuer grow againe , and the:eby he will ea- 
fly be diſcouered ro be no true ſheepe : for the true ſheeps 
wooll will grow againe after ſhearing: And ſo will Chriſt 
ſheepe, after they haue beene ſhorne by perſecution. So a 
Parrot ca counterfeit mans voyec; but let it be bearen, | 
and then it will fall to it owne naturall voyce. 

Now as by afflition we may iudge of our hearts for the | 
timepreſent, what they are, ſoalſo for the time zo come, : 
what they will be. For impatience 1m preſent aduerſitie, 
_= there will be 5nfolencie in future proſperitie; and ſo 

{couers that deceze whereof we ſpezke ; namely, that if 
we were ina more plentifull and richer eftate, wee would 
be better, thennow we arc. 

Thirdly, T144/ is by proſperitie, nothing inferiour to 
the former by adwerfitie: For as ſome like Snailes puſh out 
their hornes till they be touched : ſo others with [onathan 
follow chaſe well, till thee come where honey is. Nay, 
many thereare whom afflition hath not deredted , that 
peace and proſperitic hath. The Parabell of the Sunne and 
the Winde is knowne, Some of tho{e in Queene CAaries 
dayes who kept their garments of. faith and good- con- 
ſcience falt on, for all the ſhaking of the boyſterous 


windes, | 


—_ 
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the flattering raies of that ſweer ſun-ſhine which followe 
weretiſed to ynbutton themſelues,& throw offtheir coates, 
at leaſt, to weare them more looſely : How chalte was 
Dawid in his aflictions? Itan hundred Bath/hrebaes had 
then met him in the wildernefſe , he would not much 
haue becne moued. But wee know afterward, when 
hee was at reſt in his Kingdome , how fearefully hee 
was foyled. So that, that which once thoſe women {ang 
of Saul and Dam, by way of ioy and congratulation, 
may we as truely ſing of theſe twotrials, by way of mour- 
ning and Jamenration. Aduerſitie hath flaine his thou- 
ſands, Proſperitic tenne thou ſands. Theſetwo of all others 
arethe foreſt trials , and haue greateſt force of deteRing; 
eſpecia'ly, when they come both together, as in the three 
children; who at once weretried, both by the ſwectneffe 
of the muſicke, to enchant their ſenſes , and by the ter- 
rour of the fire to affright and aſtoniſh their hearts, 
And ſo haue many holy Martyres beene tryed both 
wayes,, both by the threatnings, and by the faire and 
largepromiſes of their aduerſaries. Contrarie to that God 
gaue inchargeto Laban, to ſpeake neither exil! nor good 
to Jacob, that is, neither by flattery, nor force to go bs 
to bring him backe againe. And this argueth notable 
ſoundneſſe indeed , when in both theſe trials together, 
wee can acquit our felues, As in the Baptiſt; neither 0- 
uercome with Herod: Priſon , nor with the peoples con- 
ceiting of him to be the Meſſiah. In Paul and Barnabas 
alſo, ſtanding out both againſt the prepoſterovs affection, 
of the Licaonians , when they would haue Deified them, 
and againſt thier diueliſh rage, when they would haue ſto. 
ned Ton In Daniel likewiſe, whom neither the Lions 
denne,nor the Kings fauours and honours could any whit 
corrupt.Good gold pur it into the fire,and there it will bee 
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windes which then raged moſt hercely, yet afterward by | 


purged and refined : intothe water , and there likewiſe it 
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Multorum quia 
imbecilla ſunt, 
latent vitianon 
miniu auſura 
cum illis vires 
ſhe plac nerint, 
quam illa que 
cumfeliutas 
aparuit. Inſtru- 
meta ills expli- 
cande nequitie 
deſunt : fs tato 
ſer pens, etiam 
peflifera,trafta- 
tur dum riget 
frigore: non de- 
ſunt illi venena 
fed torpens 
Multorum 6rT4- 
delitas,ambitis, 
WXxuiia, ut pd- 
ria peſſhmus 4u- 
deat, fortune 
fauore defici- 
tur. Eadem vel- 
te eos cognoſees) 
aa poſſe, quan. 
tum volunt. 
Sen. E piſt 42. 

| 1-Sam.13,1. 
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will ſhine brighter. So a good man , when hee is in 
the furnace of affliction, there hce will leaue much ot 


| his diofſe behinde him : and when hee flouriſheth in 


outward blefſings, they, together with his inward 
graccs , ſhall be as aiecvell hung vpona golden exrering; 
he will verific Sa/oz20ns Prouerbe, The crawne of wiſe men 
ts their riches. But the voſound Chriltian is Iike to. clay. 
It will quickly be ſcorched, and dried vp in the fire; 
and it will ſoone melt away and bee diſfolued in water, 
As affliction would diſcouer his infidelitie, - diſtruſt in 
God, impatience, rebellion, &c. So a proſperous and 
flouriſhing eftate will bewray his pride, inſqlencic, 
contempt of, and crueltie agaiuſt his poore brethren, 
beſides his wantonnefſe , yoluptuouſnefle , yuclean- 
neſſe; all which lay ſmothered in affliction like as poyſon 
doth in the Snake, winle hee is benummecd with cald: 
Let a mon handle a Sn:ike then, and hee ſhall nar feele 
his ſtug:ſoone would thinke ir were a harmelefſe creature; 
but bring him to there, and then touch him when hee 
is well warm:d , and thou ſhalt know hee hath a ſting. 
So oftentimes many corruprions , as crueltic, ambition, 
luxurie, are as it yvcre benummed, and frozen in men 


 vvith the cold of pouertic , obſcuritic , and other ſuch 


like pinching croſles. Their vvickednefle, is an vnfolded, 
and implicate vvickedneſle, like ſome peſtilent fruit in 
the bud, or bird in th: ſhell}. Bur let the heate , the 
vvarmrh, the ſun- ſhinc of honour,riches, authoritie, once 
open a vyay to their vyickedneffe, and furniſh them vvith: 
meanes and occaſions of doing vvickedly,. and then th 
vvill ynfold their naughtineſſe. at large , and fully (heyy 
themſclues vvhat they are. What an humble man vyas 
$aul before he vyas King, and in the firſt beginnings of 
his Kingdome ? But aftervvards being .confirmed in his 
Kingdome, vyhat a .Tyrant proued he? Therefore, it is aid 
that Saul ra;gned but two yeares, becauſe after the tvyo 
firſt, 
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firſt yeeres , though hee held the gouernement Rill in his 
hands, his deceicfull heart vyas diſcouercd , and hce 
did no longer ralgnes bur tyrannize, So vyas it yvith 
N ero allo, tor the firſt five yecres, vyhom rule and domi- 
nation diſcouered to be a verie monſter of nature.$So truly 
it is ſaid, that in place of rule and goucrnement,a man may 
uickely ſhew himlelte yvhar he is. Strong drinke trieth 
= braine; and hard meate the ftomacke. When vvec 
cannot drinke of the vvine of outward felicitic , but vvec 
grow drunken and giddy-hcaded, and begin to play reakes, 
it is a ſigne vve haue yycake braines. When yyc know not 
how to digeſt our felicitic,but ir cauſeth akind of yvindi- 
nefle , aritng and ſyyclling of pride and ambition jinour 
mindes , this argyeth exceeding great imbecillitie; And 
ſurely, thus it is vvith moſt. They are of ſuch a diſ- 
ofition , that _ asked yyhat they yyould be, if they 
fad aboundance of riches and honours, they might 
truely returne that anſwere, Tell mee if thouwert 4 
Lyon, what wouldeft thou bee : wwhich in effc& is as 
much as to ſay, that they yyould be as cruell as the Lyon, 
This is an ecuident diſcouerie of a corrupt heart, Now as 
the enioyment , ſo alſo the poſſibilitic and hope of cnioy- 
ing theſe outward profics and pleaſures, is no Bnall tryall, 
Many canno ſooner heare ſweet yyords and flattering pro- 
miſes of preferment and promotion , as it yvere the me- 
lodic of ebuchadnezzars inftraments, bur oner- 
come therewith, they preſently fall downe, and vyor- 
ſhip the Babyloniſh Idoll. Demas,though he had continued 
a vhile in ſuffering vvith Pax/, yet vvhen the vvorld, 
like aſftrumpet , preſented her ſelfe in all her glorie to his 
cye, bewitched vvich her beautie, hee lefr Pa»/and the 
s of the vyorld to come , and #mbraced this preſent 
world. Moſes contrarily, though he might eaſily have ad- 
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Court, 2nd forſooke all his poſſibilities of preferment , and | 
claue to the aſflited Churche of God, Among the ma.. | 


nie gricuous trials of choſe Worthies in the Old Feſta- 
ment, it is worth the marking, how the Apoſile hatli 
joyncd rogerher the tri-ll by the offer of proſperitic, with 
the ſoarctt trials of pe1ſecution. They were ſtoned, they 
were hewen aſunder , they were tempted. they were ſlaine 
with the ſword, Loc how the Ap tle rankes the tempting 
and alluring word: ot the aduerlaries, promiſing the 
Marty:s if chey would rec-nt, aboundance of theſcearthly 
things, among their bloucie and boyſterous deedes, 
how hce yoakes their rycing tongues, with thcir ter- 
rifying ſtones, ſawes, iwords, If then in ſuch a caſe 
wee can fay with Damel, O King , keepe thy pifts to thy 
/elfe : and with the Fig-tree and Oliue, Ball / leaue my 
ſweetneſſe, my fatneſſe, to raigne? It for the conſcience 
of the truth, wee can neglect profered profits, the try- 


all is as found, as if yce had endured the torturs of 


the racke, 

IV. Triall is by the inegaatitieof carriage. It is hard 
for an _—_— {o ro carrie himſcke , bur at ſometimcs 
or other , hec ſhall doc or ſpeake ſomething, which in no 
ſort can ſtand or confort with his ſhewes of godlineſle. 
Though luſt , couctoulncfle, and other of his finnes are 
neucr {o cloſcly couched within inhis heart, and he make 
fairc{-mblance ofa chaſte and contented minde , ye: hee 
will bee blurting out now and then, ſome words or 


; other, which may yceld ſhrewd ſuſpitions and preſump- 


rions of his vnfoun\'nefſe, or elſe his yerie geſtures and 
-ountenance vyill bewray him. For eucn out of theſe 
mafler things greater may be gathered. As the verball 
lic, or lycofthe mourh is diſcouered by the diſagreement 
of the liers mouth with ir ſelfe, vyhence vvee fay, 
lyars had neece have good memorics leaſt the latter 
part of their tale be contrarie tothe former , ſo alſo is the 


reall 
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reall lye , the lye whichthe hypocrite tellerh in ſome of 
che ations of his life, carrying a ſhew of godlinetle, by 
che difagreement of his life with it ſelte. For doe bur 
compare one action with acother,one part of his life with 
another, his carriage here with his carriage there,and you 
ſhall ſee they agree- like Harpe and Hazrow, I hus was 
Simon Magus diſcouered ; Philip tooke him tora good 
Chriſtian, becauſe of his Baptiſme , profeſsion , hearing, 
&c. Bur all thefe were afterward proucd co bee lycs, be- 
cauſe of the contradition of thoſe words; Here 13 moncy 
forche gitts of che Holy Ghoſt, Theſe things doe nor 
well agree; to be Bapriſed, to profelle, to ioyne ones ſelfe | 
with the Church, and to deſire ſpiricuall Graces tor lucres | 
ſake. Afcerthen Peter had once heardthoſe words come | 
from him, he ſmelc him our preſently z Away, thy hear: | 


AQs 8. 20. 


——> — — 


1snot vpright: Thox art ſtill in the gall of butterneſſe, 
Thus many in ſome companies are, holy , in conucrling 
with their berrers carric themſtlues well; but in other 
companies, or conuerling with their equals or inferiours, 
are nothing che ſame men. Some , among ſtrangers, by 
their ſpeeches and carriage, for the time, purchaſe a good 
opimon , who yer palpably Jy themſelues open among 
fuch where they are dayly conucrſant, This chen is a fure 
proofe of a ſound heart , when wee walke with fo cuen a | 
toote, that howſocucr 1: cannot be but we mult haue ex. | 
perience of humane frailtie, yer we neuer breake our into | 
fuch wicked and wilfull courſes of falſhood, vniuſtice , or 
ſuch like , which doe giue the lye to all our former pro» 
feſsion and practiſe , becaule they cannot ſtand in any 
ſort with the truth of Religion, Nay, racher in our paru- 
cular aftions we ſo carrie our ſelues, that one attion may 
bee as it were a Commentarie to interpret the [inceritic of 
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of. ryſoftome noteth mm thoſe Miniſters that ſuppli- | 4x. 
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5, Diſcouerie, 
remoouall of 
our chiefcſt 
ſtayes in pod- 
EEO o” 
Exod.32-1- 
2,.Chron.14.17 


ſudg.2.18,1 Je 
& $,9,10. 


Emperours Statues. Whenthe Iudges ſeemed more dif- 

ficults then they vſcd great liberue and boldnelle of 
ſpecch, and ſpake roundly to them, but when once they, 

became flexible, and yeelded to their requeſt , then they 

fell downe and killed their knees and hands abundancly, 

ſhewing borh crue courage and boldneſſe, and true mecke. 

nelſe and mildeneſſe. Here both cheir atzons were as a 

Commentarie each to other. Did any man doubt of their 
libertic of ſpeech, whether it were notmalaparrt ſaucinelle 
and preſuwption? Their humilicic in kifing che Iudges 
knees, was enough to free it from chat ſuſpition, Againe, 
mighr their humbling of themſclues at the Magittraces 
feete, ſeeme to ſauour of too baſe and ſeruile a ſpiri ? 

Their former true}y miniſterial boldnetle ſufficiencly alſo 
acquited them of chis impuration. Thus when there is ſo 
ſweete a proportion , and godly a harmonic berwixc our 
actions, that they areſo farre from confuring or confoun- 
ding one another, that they anſwere one for another, iu- 
ftifie and approue one another, This is a goodtryall of 
our vprightnelle indeede. 

Fitchly , is when thoſe are taken away which arc our 
chicfeſt props and ftaiesto vpholdys in godlinefſc; If chen 
we, wholly, or in part, gocbackc, ic argueth vnſound- 
nelſe, Thus were the Iſraclitcs dereted by Afoſes hisab- 
ſencein the Mount : For then they fell to Idolatrie, So 
loaſy was a good King as long Jchoiada liued ; but after 
his dearh he ſhewed himſe!te what he was. So alſo the I(- 
raclites,while God continueda good Judgeamong them, 
were in ſome goodorder : yer when the Iudge was dead, 
they returned , and did worſe then theer Fathers, Ando 
all che time of 7./auaes gouernement, and che good El- 
ders that ſuruiued 79/ua , they kept themſclues wichin 
ſome compalle, Bur together with them dyed a}l the 1{- 
raclices goodnelle; c Another generation aroſe,which knew 


we 


. 
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not the Lord : So firangely were they changed, Ando 
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we ſce it is in many places from whence the powerfull Mi- 
niſterie hath deparred ; how many that before ſeemed 
ycrie religious, have then growne looſe and licentious ? 
Children of good hope, vnder good Parents and Goucr- 
nours,haue afterward proued moſt vngracious and vugod- 
ly wretches. Sober and modeſt Maids, vnder the ftraigh- 
rer goueriument of Parents, comming ynder the milder 
goucrnment of Husbands, haue proued bur bad wiues : 
And good wiues, during the watclifull eye of the careful 
and conſcionable Husband , have proned afterward but 
wilde and wanton Widdowes. So many, remouing out of 
religious families ito ciuill, and our of ciuill into pro. 
phane, have left behinde them all theirreligion and civili- 


— 
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will be a good triall of our ſoundnefſe,if in theabſence and 
loſſe of our Gouernours, we ſtill contmue the fame thar in 
their preſence, performing that which Paul \witheth the 
Philippians, namely, that whether hee came among them, 
or were abſent fromrhem, yet they would Rill hold our in 
their good courſes, 

Sixtly, Trials are fic occaſions to prouoke, and as it 
were taps togiuea vent tocorruption, Many are inwardly 
full of corruption, but they ſhew itnot, onely for want of 
occaſion. 'As a full veſfell, vnlefſe it berappel, cannot ſend 
forth the liquour it hath within. And this afſuredly is a 
notablc triall of the ſoundneſſe, and diſcoucrie of the vn- 
ſoundneſſe of our hearts. Nothing for a man to be chaſte, 
when no prouocation to vickanneſſe; to berempe-are ar q | 
leane and 'pooretable, where he cannot otherwiſe chuſe. 
Here is the triall of chaſticie, when with Lot wee can bes 
chaſte in Sodome; of temperancie, when with 7imothy 
; we can liue remperately-in «Fa, among the huxurious 
| Epheſians. Here was the triall of 7o/ephs chaſtitic, rhar 
| thoughthe occaſion were offered by his owiie Miſtrefle ro 


tic,and growne openly prophane and diſſolutc. Here then | 
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Godouer-ruled him, Herc was the triall of 2 au4ds right 
loyall and faithfull heart to Sax, that though he had him 
at the aduantage in the caue, yet he ſpared his life. Many 
ſceme to be mecke and moderate men, while they are well 
dealt with. Bur let ſome iniurie be offered them, and the 
contrarie will appeare. And indecd there is no triall of 
meeknefle and paricuce, till we be prouoked by iniuries, 
It is no triall of fidelitic in a ſeruant not to filch, when his 
Maſters eyc is on him ; but when opportunitic ſerues his 
turne toplay the theefe, when hec could purſe his Malters 
money without his kaowledge, then to be faickfull,is true 
faithfulnefſe indeed. Thus the ſoundreſſeof cuerie yer- 
tuc is made manifeſt. For that wee are indeed, which wee 
arc in temptation, By this meanes was ſome ynſoundnefle 
2 Chro,z2.3r. | dereted in Ezekzah, when inhis triall by the Babyleniſh 
Embaſſadours preſence, the Lord keft himyeo try bem, faith 
the Prophet, ard eo (know) all that was inh heart. The 
heart then may know ir (elfe, if _it obſerue how it carries it 
Iudg.3,4- ſelfe in tempration. So it is ſayd,the Lord ſuffered the Ca- 
naanites to remaine among his owne people, to prouc 
them whether they would obey his Commandements, 
VIL Diſco- Seuenthly, Triall is by our AﬀeCtions : For ypon what 
uerie, by Aﬀe- | our heart is ſct, that is our treaſure, Our great ioy when 
_ p things goc currant with ys in the world, according to our 
00,PebÞ-- | hearts defire,, and ſinall ioy in things ſpirituall,, ſhew 
plainely what kinde of hearts wee haue to God-ward: 
Pſal. 4. Whereas Daxid, becauſe he had made Gods fauour his in- 
| heritance, reioyced more in it, then the worldlings in all 
their aboundance of corne and oyle, © Our fretting like- 
wiſe and grieuing at the lofle of theſe outward things, is 
an argument of our yoluptuouſneſſe, and loue of carthly 
delights, and ſhewes plaincly that wee haue layd vp our 
trcaſarc on carth, Whereas ob, becauſe hee had made 
God his portion, could be quiet at thelofſe of all at one 
| blow. So our great anger for imall injurics done to our 
(clues, | 
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ſclnes, an4l {till patience in the greater wrongs done to 
God, ſhewes what is the account we-make of Gods glo- 
rie, Here was 2 notable trioll of Daxidsfinceritic z who 
was as 2 mandeafe an{ dumbe, and wholly ſenſcleſſe at 
Shimeis private reproaches of his owne perfon ; but not 
fo at Goliahs publike revilings of God and his Church ; 
There how fullof life and ſpirit, andholy impatience did 
heſhew himſelfe to be? The like might be ſhewed in our 
other aff:Qions. Of them thentake wethorownotice, if 


feelethat Chriſt is the greateſt ioy, finne thy greateſt ſor. 


other com'orts ? afluredly.as the holy Martyr faid; 7f:hoy, 
wert not a wedding childe, thou couldeſt newer (0 heartily 
monrne for the abſenceof the Bridegroome, But alas, if 
we examine our ſelues by this note, how much imperfe. 
Rion ſhall we diſcoucrin our ſelues > How ſtrong are our - 
affeions both of ioy and griefe, in things carthly ? How 
weakein things ſpirituall > Who findeth that he mournech 
for his finnes, as ol the lofle of his firſt borne? Dazidar 
| eAbſalomsdeath could cry outin natural ſorrow, O {bu 
ſalom, Abſalons, would to God 1 had died for thee + Bur 
not at Uriahs death, in godly forrow, O Yriah, Vriah, 
world to God Thad ded for thee. And fo much for 
the ſeucn meanes of the diſcouerie 
of our hearts, 


we will rightly in'ge.af our owne hearts, Docſt'thon- 


row, that whenthou canſt not feele the preſence of the ſpi- | 
ric inihy heart, thou goeſt mourning, notwithſtanding all | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart: 


Cnae.XXIX. 


Of certaine notes which the Word of God gineth 
of an vpright heart. 


Frer this diſcouerie by the meznes, wee muſt lay 
our hearts to the rule of the Word, and cxa- 
mine them by thoſe-notes which there are gi- 
ucn of an vpright and finccre heart. And thoſe 

are many : I will name onely fue. 

Firſt, a fincere heart is an hwmble heart. An hypocriti- 

call heart is alwayes proud, and yaine-glorious : As inthe 

Phariſees, Matth. 6. And therefore our Saviour ſayd to 

them, How can yebeleene, when ye ſeeke glorie one of ano- 

ther ? And ſoin Simon Aag fecking his owne praiſe 
and profit, in thedefire of the Apoſtolicall gifts : Whom 
therefore Peter told, that his heart was not vpright be- 
fore God. In ehu likewiſe we may diſcerne the ſame ſpi- 
rit, whcn hee ſayd to TJonadab, Is thy heart wpright, as 
mine ? preferring himſclfe before Zonadab : Whereas fin- 
ceritie is alwayes berter conceited of another, and vctie 

fearefull and ſuſpitious of itſelfe. And fo it will make a 

Chriſtian when he ſces another, ſpecially a /onadzb, to ſay 

to himſclfe, Is my hcart vpright, fo as is his? Againe, 

Come, layes he, and ſeewhat zeale [ hanefor the Lord of 
hoſts. Yeagbut fincere zeale defires not to be ſecne of any, 
ſaue hin who ſceth in ſecret. The Phariſees defirc to bee 
ſcene of men, becauſe they ſeeke the praiſe of men. Their 
lampes will not burne without this oy!e, Wind-m'ls they 
are, which will not turne about to doc any good ſeruice, 
withourt the winde of mens praiſes. Hence it is, that thc 

hauc little zeale in przycr, vnlcfle it be inpubhke, rhar fo 


oltentation and yainc-glorie may warme thcit hearts, As 
n 
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in faſting once ir fared with one, that in the Monaſtcrie 
could fatt whole dayes together with caſe, butin the deſart 


| ke could not hold our yarill noone, but his belly would | 


| craue preſently. Whereof when he demanded the reaſon, 
' this anſwer was returned him, that in the Monafterie the 
.praiſc of men was in (tead of meat to him, hee fed there 
vpotiit, which ſuſtenance failing him in the deſarr, his fa. 
ſting Rtrength alſo-failed, But vnto finceritie, her vcrie 
obedienceir ſelfe is meat anddrinke, John 4g. 34. In other 
workes, the worker muſt haue meat, orelſc hee will nor 
hold out in his worke ; But vnto finceritie, her yerie Works 
is her meat. Hypocrifie, which is ſoon tired at this worke, 
without the x. of humane praiſes, well may it 
ſecke for publike theaters : But ſinceritie hides ſel in 
the cloſer, and as inprayer, ſo in all good duties ſhuts the 
doore. And as the fincere heart is humbled in regard of 
the end whereat it aimes in doing any good, namely,Gods 
glorie, not daring in any thing to feeke ir ſeife ; ſoalfo in 
the manner of doing, not daring to truſt it ſelfe, bur affe. 
Red with a thorow ſenſe of it owne infirmirie, it refteth it 
ſelfe wholly vpon the power of God, to be perfe&ed in her 
weakneſſe. Peter therefore in that wherein his heart was 
vnſound, and deceitfull, ſhewed this ſpirit of pride, and 
yaine confidence -in himſelfe. For he could not thinke thar 
frength whereby he —_— toftand was of Chrift ; be- 
cauſe Chriſt flatly denied him kis ſtrength, and Petey ne- 
uer prayed for it. And yer loe how confident hee was ? 
| Thoneh all men, yet not I; as though there had beene 
' more 1n him, thenin any other, Yea, hee contradicted 
| Chriſt, admoniſhing him of his frailtie, and as CMarke 
| notes, the more Chriſt warned him, the more confident and 
| peremptoric he was. 
| Laſtly, after the doing of cuerie good thing, finceritie 
ſtill remaines humble, and when men would deific vs, it 
will not accept of any ſuch honours, but ſends them backe 
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to the Lord, asin Dantel, andthe Apoltles. And thus, if 
we be fincere iv all things we do?, there muſt be humilitie, 


prepoſea, in regard of the end we mult lookeat ; oppoſed, 
inrcgard of the manner of doing ; impoſed,after we hauc 
done, as a curbe to retiraine ys, leſt we rcioyce not in the 
Lord, but inour ſclucs, 


Obie. But this is a hard ſaying, will ſome ſay, andif 
| the cauſe bee thus, whothcn can bee ſincere? for who is 
; there thatis not tainted with pride, if not mall, yet in ſome 


muy, c> oppoſta | of theſe three reſpects ? 


Cui ad er ca- 
mus, &> impoſt- | 
ta qua veprima- 
mr, &0, Aus 


Epiſt, 5. 6. 


| eFnſw, It is onc thing for amans .cyc to glance ro- 
wards athing, another thing to fix and fully to ſerrle it 
ſeltc ypon it. Thoughts of pride and yaiac- gloric may 
| 7#/h into the heart of a finccre Chriftian; they reſt onely 
in the heart of au hypocrite, who is ſct on worke onely by 
them in all his actions, and ſcekes onely to giue content= 
ment to thein, 

I adde further, if finceritic b<c not humble in this firſt 
kinde of humilitic, yet at the leaſt itis humble juan after- 
bumilitie. If ithauc becne ouer-ſcenc in the doing of avy 
thing in pride, it is twicc as humblcafterward, becauſcit 
was not humble. A notable differcnce berwixt finceritic 
and hypocrific. There may be ſome kind of humilitic in hy- 
| pocrific, and of pride in fince: itie : but hypocrites bum: 
| tiets followed with pride,and finccrities pride with humi- 
| litic, This latter humilitic is the better. And here oncly it 
| is ſeem: ly for vertuc to come behinde vice, Hypocrific is 
; proud becauſc jt is humble : Sinceritieis humblc becauſc 
; it isproud, 

'  Epaminonaas, a Thebane Ciptame, the day afterthe 
| victoricand triumph, went drooping and hanging downc 
| his head; and being asked why hce did fo, anſiyercd: 
| Ycſterday I felt my ſelfe too much tickled with vainc- 
| glorie ; therfore I corre my ſelfe for it to day. The ſame 

is the ſpirit of the ſincere Chiiſtian, of the true Iſraclite. 
As 
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— 
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; with his conſcience , at leaſt for ſome one ſpcciall beloued | 


— — 


; and hideth it under his tongue, and fauonreth it , and will | 


As you may ſce inthe example of Ezekiah, of whom it is 
thus written; Hiz heart was lift vp, notwithſtanding Eze- 
kiah hambled him/elfe after his heart was Iift vp. Ina fin- 
ccre heart there mult bee either the fare-hrmilitie, or the 
after-humilitie, which is the more ſeuere of the twoz either 
the direQing hnmilitiegfor the right manner,or elle the cor- 
refting hamilitie, for the erroncous manner of doing, If 
we can follow the ſwing and ſway of our owne proud and 
vaine glorious affeions, without all eſpetot Gods glo- 
rie, and yet neuer be truly humbled afterward: this is pal- 
pable hyppcrifie, we haue nor ſo much as the lcaft dramme 


of finceriftie: Which is manytimes more humbled for ſuch | 
mixtures, and defilements of good workes, then for ſome | 


workes ſimply cuill in themſelucs. 

Secondly, The ſincere heart is a good and honeſt heart, 
as our Sanour calls it, The honctt heart is that which 
cheriſheth a vniuerſall hatred of all finne, without cxcepti- 
on, and carryeth a conſtant purpoſe, and reſolution inno- 
thing willingly to finne againſt God , but to endeuour it 
{c}fero the vemoſt, in euery good way of Gods Comman- 
dements. Whatſocuer it ſhall know to bee a finne, it will 
not purpoſely and deliberately doe it for all the World , ir 
will not detaine the truth in vnrighteonuſneſſe. This note 
the Propher Dazidgiueth: For hauing ſaid , Bleſſed are 
vpright in their way, hee teacheth vs todifcerne them by 
thisnote, Surely they doe no iniquity. And in another place, 
he oppoſeth ſuch as walke in any crooked wayes, to the 
vprightin heart. Doe good, O Lord, to thoſe that are vp- 
right in heart : but thoſe that turne aſide b 'y their crooked 
wayes, &c. It isthepropertie of an Hypocrite to diſpence 


finne. As /ob among other his CharaQters makes this one, 
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' not forſake it, but Leepeth it cl1{+ in his month. Now this | 
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| the vnſound heart will hate finne, whea there is no benefir 


i 


2.Kinge10-29, 


1,King.12-26, 


1,Sam.14-33, 
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| Luke 30 31; 


| by it, bur if after it may chance to bee beneficiall to our 


ſclues, then wee loue it. Here is a notable tryall of finceri.. 
tic, to preferre yertue beforc yice , then when in humane 
reaſon yertue ſhall bee the loſer , vice the gainer, This note 
di coucred falſe-heartcd Jebhx. He would not downe with 
the wo: ſhip of the Calues , as well as with Baals, and 
wh? Becauſe he thought that would bee dangerous for his 
Kingdome, if the Iſraclites were let goe to the Temple at 
leruſzlem to worſhip, Therefore Jeroboams policie ill 
prevaylcd wich him. By this note many are dercRted for 
ynſound, 

Firſt, Thoſe that pretending conſcience of ſinall matters, 
Aicke not at greater. Like the Phariſecs, rayning a Gnar, 
ani| faallow:ng a Cammell, Hypocriticall S2x/ ſcemed to 
make a h»ynous martrer of cating the fleſh of beafts with 
the bloud + For vnto the people thus offending , hee ſaid: 
Yee hane dealt wickedly ; but it was nothing with himto 
ſpill the innocent bloud of worthy Jonathas his ſonne: for 
ynleſſc hee had beene hindered , hee had pur him to death, 
Nay, hee was fo ſcrupulous, that hee wouldnot ſo much as 
name a guilticman or aSinner , but in caſting of lots, in 
ſtead of ſaying, ſhew the nocent or guiltie , he ſaid, Shew 
the vpright, or #nnocent perſon , as Tremellins reades it, 
And yet this man at the ſame time, made no conſcience of 


he ſaw the wounded man lic halfe dead, hee went on the 0- 
ther fide of the way, ferring leaſt by comming neere ynto 
him, he might contract ſome legall yncleancnefle : but hee 
fearcd nor to paſſe by, without all mercie and compaſſion, 
his poore and Ciſtrefſed Neighbour. The Phariſces would 
not defile themſclues in comming into the common Hall 
on the day of preparation tothe Paſſcouer, bur they ſcru- 
pled not a whit to imbrue their hands in thebloud of the 
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cruel] and bloudie oaths. The Prieſt in the Goſpell , when | 
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| ſels vnpurified, bur the meates which they did cate in thoſe 


{ Hypocrites ; for yee make cleane the outward fide of the 
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innocent Lambe of God. In nocaſe would they eate in veſ- 


veſlels, werc horribly polluted, both with iniuſtice and op= 
preſſion, in the getting of them, and with intemperancic, 
and riot in the cating of them, And this is the meaning of 
that of our Sauiour ; 3oebe to you Scribes and Phariſees, 


Cup and Platter : but within they are full of briberie and 
exceſſe. Solikewiſe Iudas his thirtie peeces at no hand 
mult go into the treaſuric, becauſe it was the price of bloud, 
What a counterfeiting of holineſle was this, not to ſuffer 
the price of bload tolic ina Cheſt, and yet to uffer 5/oud 
it ſelfe tolie in the {onſtience ? 

Secondly , This note likewiſe diſcoucreth ſuch for vn- 
ſound, whoſe conſcience is only for the greater matters, 
the importan's of the Law, Mercieand [ndgement, with- 
out any regard of Aint or eAnnice, thouek theſcalſo be 
Gods Commandements, and oughtto beregarded. A lin- 
cere heart is like to the cye, troubled with the leaſt moatc: 
orlike a neate ſpruſe man, that no ſooner ſpyes the leaſt 
ſpecke or ſpotin his garment, bur he gers it waſhed out : 
Whereas a naſtic ſlouen, though he be all to beſmearcd and 
beſoyled, hee canendure it well enough. A delicate Garden 
may not haue theleaſt weed init, though the wilderneſle be 
all ouer-growne with them, And a Box of precious Oynt- 
ment may not haue thelcaſt flieinit , though a Barrell of 
Pitch haue ſwarmes of them. A ſtrait ſhooe cannot endure 
the leaſt pibble Rone , though a wide one may endure 
a greater, An vnſound conſcience is large, and can {wallow 
downe any thing : The fincere conſcience is ſtrait, and the 
leaſt bone, though bur ſuch asare in little fiſhes, will Ricke 


in herthroat. And certainly, he that is vninſt in the leaſt, is 
ominft alſo in much. TIndas being vofaithfull ro Chriſt in 
the matterof moxey , proued alſo at Jaſt ynfaithfull ro him 
in the matter of his /ife it ſelfe. And Salomon tels vs, = 
V 2 CC 
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he: that will lic ordinarily in common ſpeech, willlic alſo | 
before the Iudgement Seate,when he is produced as a wit- 
neſle : as contrarily, hee thatis atrue witnefſe bearer there, 
will not lic in his ordinarie diſcomſe. For this Itaketo bce | 
the meaning of that Prouerbe. el farrhfull witneſſe will | 
not lie : but a fulſe witneſſe bloweth forth lies, It amanbe 
truly faithtullin much, hec mult needs allo bee faithfull in 
little. For the ſame God that requires his fidelitie in the | 
one, requires it alſo in the other, Saint P.zzl ypon this 
ground confirmes his fincerttie in a matter of priuate pro- 
miſe to the Corinthians,concerning his comming to them, | 
by his fGnceritic in the preaching of the Goſpell, a far greas | 
ter matter : God #5 n itneſſe, ſaith hee, that our word, that | 
is, promitc of comming, rowards you was not yea and nay: | 
Why? for tne Sonne of God, that is, my preaching of him, 
was not yea and nay. Neglect then of {mall matters may 
iuftly bring our obedicnce :n greater matters into [uſpition 


of ynfairhtulneſſe. And rheielore in this regard muſt con- 


ſcience be mace ol obedience, even in the ſmalleſt matrers, 
an.{ chat vpon the death, namely, that we may approuc our 
obedicncc to be ſound and free from deceit, For in orcater 
matters if wee ſhould not [tand out, all the World would 
cry ſhame of vs. And here it would bee hardto ſay, whe- 
ther the ſhame of the World, or conſcience of Gods Com- 
mandemcnt vrged vs. But in lcile matters the World ra. 
ther will cry ſhame of vs, if we doe ftand out : Andtherc- 
forc in our obedience here Gods Commantderacnt feemeth 
tocarrie the greatelt {troke with vs, 

Thirdly, This note difcoucieth thoſe allo for vnſound, 
that haue ſome carc of outward conformitic,yet minde not 
the 1nward reformation of the heart. In this regard our 
Saujour Cals the Phariſces, Hypocrires,and reſembles them 
to painted Sepulchres. Art begins where Nature ends. Na- 
ture inthe framing of mans bodie, begins firſt with the 
heart,andother ſuch inward parts,and then in the laſt place 
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comes tothe face and outward parts, Thus is it with Hypo- 
crifie, which is anartificiall kind of holineſſe ; it begiunes 
and cnds in the outward face and faſhion of Religion : the 
inward pith, the heart and ſubſtance thereot it cannor at- 
taine vnto, Bur the heart andthe puritic thereof, is rhe ſpe- 
ciall ching the ſincere Chriſtian lookes voto. Gods Iftael is 
pure in heart, ſo that though ſomtimes the hands be defi. 
led,yet then the heart is not alike pollutced:bur fill che true 
Iſraclite may, ſay, Cy heart is awake , though mine eyes 
ſleep. Wheras the baſe liraclite may ſay contrrily My bart 
is aſlecpe though myeyes be waking , and my tongue bee 


walking.My h:rt is toule,though my hand be neuer fo fins. | 
Thirdly, A fincere heart is 2 p/arzeand op-# hex t,not .ic- | 


firous to, or craftily to conceale 1t finnes,buc rather to haue 


them laid open,zn4 to have the conſcience rubbed 2nt{ r:n- 
(lacked. v0 chat with D autd :: crycth; Try mee, O Lord, 


and ſee if there be any witkedn-ſſe tn mee : av with the 
ſame Prophet, /et the r1gh tears ſmite me. Butan vnſound 
and crooked heart, 4s well as crooked legs,loues to be hid, 
Ir hates the light : it cannot away with reprehenfion, bur 
would rather cate of the delicates of flatterics, againſt 
which the Prophet prayerh, Lex nor my ſoule eate of their 
delicates : Ler mce nor delight in their clawings, but ra- 
ther in the blowes of righteous reprehenſions, Neither in 


| any fort can it induretriall. Guiltie Rahel durft not riſe, 
; when Laban came into her Tent, to ſearch for his Tdols, 
| On the contrary, as it argued humilitic in the elcucn Di 
| ciples toſuſpect the worſt by themſclues,ſoalfofinceritie, 
| that they werenot priuie toany ſuch wickednefſe, when 


” 


| 
j 


( 


| hearingour Sauiour foretell the treacheric of one of them, 


they offered themſelucs to the triall ſaying , after, ts ir 
1? IsatT? 
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Fourthly, A ſincere heart is always moſt ſevere againſt | IV, Greateſt 


finne, where nature and carnall reſpe&s would teach ysto 
be mildeRt ; As firſt to our ſclues. Indecd finceritie cannot 
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endureſinne in any , in it (elfe leaſt of all, An Hypocrite 
; will not cndure the leaſt ſinne in others , no not ſo much as 
' a moat: 11 his brother ; ſo ſharpe is hee : in the meane time 
; hecancndure a beame in his owne cye ; ſo indulgent is hee 
| to himmſelfe. [x4ah could adiudge Thamar to the fire; ypon 
 himſelfe, yer being farre deeper in that tranſgreſſion , hee 
| could pronounce no ſuch ſcutence. Daxzd lay ſnorting in 
| his one finne , when yet hee ſentenced a proportionable 
| fone, relatcd inthe perſon of another : Wherein heebe- 
wrayed want of yprightn:fle. It was ſaid of Antony, he ha- 
ted a Tyrant, not tyranne : It may astrucly bce ſaid of an 
Hypocrite, he hatcth Sinners, not ſinnes. For he nouriſheth 
many in him , notwithſtanding the rigour of his zcale a- 
gainſt other mens finnes. This is an ill igne, whereſocuelr ir 
is. A good heart is readicto throw the fi. t ſtone as it ſe fe, 
| being lower in cenſuring others. Nore can ſay ſo much 
| againſt it, but irſelfe will be readie toſay much more, 

And as the fincere man will no mote winke at his owne 


— > — —— 


tied more by naturall and worldlyteſpeRs , then others to 
whom hee is not io tied, No more at his owne childrey 
then at orhers , at his owne Parents then at anothers , at 
great and rich ones, then at the mezner ones, at fricadsto 
| whom he is bound for, and depends vpon in hope of kind- 


— —  ———  —  ———_—— 


finnes then at anothers, ſo neither at theirs to whom hee is | 


—  —- - - 


nefle, then ſtrangers thar haveno intereſt ar all in him.Sin- | 
ceriticis free frompartialitie, With Text it knowes neither | 
Father nor Mother,neither Kivg nor Kzſar, Thisthe Pha- | 
riſces, though Hypocrites , knew well enovgh when they | 


| faid ; Maſter , wee know thouteacheFt theway of Godin 
truth, that is, in finceritic, and careſt not for any mans per- | 


lawfullto giuc tribute re him orno ? Here then was [ona- 
thans finceritis, when hee condemned his owne Father,and 
that a King,in his proceedings againft Daxid,and defended 
Danids innocencic. Here was old 7acobs finccritic on his 
death- 


IE no ws 


| /ox, nonot for Ceſars himſelfe : Tell vs then, whether is it | 
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death-bed , when fatherly aftc&tions arc molt lively , fo 
deeply cenfuring Reuben, Simeon, Lens, his owne {onnes. 
Here was /ohn Baptiſtsfinceritie , that hee would not bec 
filent, no not at Herod's Inccit. Here was our Sauiours fin- 
ccritic, that his mouch was not fiopped with the Phariſces 
good cheere, but cuen at their owne Tables laid them our 
intheir owne colours, an! cncertaines them with a5 many 
menaces, 25 they d:d him withdiſhes of meates, Hete was 
the Beniamites vnioun.incſle, that were readie with the 
Sword to defend in their brethren ſuch prodigious luſts, 


| which they could not but condenine in their iudgements, 
' and in others no doubt would haue bcene readic to hauc 
| puniſhed with their Swords. The Propher ioyacth theſc 


tivo together : Thog art a God of prire eyes : And canſt not 
behold iniquitie. So mutt it bee with vs, if wee will bee 


| pure and f11cerc in heart, we2 mult behold no iniquitie, no 
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not in our {clues, or thoſe that are ncereſt vnto vs. For fin- 
ceritie, as it loucth goocinsſſe euen in the greatelt encmie , 
ſo it hatcth Gnne cuen in the greatelt friend, 


Laſtly, ro omit many other notes , finceritie ſumply re- | 


ioyccth in goodnefſe , and in good things themſelues, and 
the glory of God thence ni Therefore as it gricucth 
for 0: her mcns finnes , ſo it rcioyceth in other m:ns obe- 
dience, Many arc of a contrary ſpirit : They can bce gric- 
ued for thcir owne fnnes, but not for other mens. Here ic 
is ſuſpitious, we grie'1e not ſo much tor God; cauſe, for the 
diſhonour our finncs haue doneto him (for then we ſhould 


gricuc 21/o at our brethrens ſinnes, becauſe they aiſo Raine | 
; Gods glory) bur for our owne ſake, for fearcof feeling, of | 


ſome euil!, procured toour {elues by our finne: and ſuch 
oricfe a1gues rather (elte-loye , then any true loue to God, 
So likewiſe they can be cheared when they ſce Gods glorie 
ſet forth by themielues in any good worke; nor alike, 
when by others : Nay , rather they grieue at thoſe good 
workes of others, if of any marke, wherein they hauc had 
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no hand themſelues ; Like thoſe Ephraimites that ſaidto 
Iudges 12.4» | Iptah, Wherefore wente#t thou to fight againſt the children 
of Ammon, and didſt not cail vs ? Bur the fincere Chri- 
tian, ſo God be rruly glorified , though it bce without his 
helpe, yet reioycerh and giueth thankes, nothing leſſe then 
if himſelfe had beene the inſtrument. If any good thing 
be done, he doth nor ſtand curiouſly enquiring of the Au-= 
thor; of his judgement, of his aftections; to Pa out ſome 
thing to imbaſe the worke ; but is glad that any glory is 
brought to God, or good to his Church, and with thankC. 
oiving taketh his part of benefit thercout. Euen asin ca- 
{.Chron.1o 37 | ting of meates we aske not where or how it was got , but | 
fall to it; and in the Shamblcs , the Apoſtle willeth not to | 
enquire whether it had beene facrificed to the Idoll or no, | 
but being good meate, and fit to beeeaten, without any | 
| Iohn 1.47. more adoe to buy it. Thus XN athaxie/rhe good Ifraclite, 
did not ſo land vpon, or ſticke at -A azareth, bur that 
PIcLr.18, he would goe and tric what our Sauiour was. And though 
—_ the Philippicke Preachers preached of Enuie and Vaine- 
glory, yet for the matter ſoundly , their corrupt manner, 
what was that to Pax/ ? That Chriſt was truly preached, 
he therein rcioyced,and would reioyce, It is ;nor then fin- 
ccrities palate, not to reliſh good meate, and well cooked, 
becauſe we reliſhnot the Cooke. 

Thus I haue ſhewed both the meanes to diſcouer, and 
notes to try our falſe hearts by. And of the third il- 
luſtration of the deceirfulneſſe of the heart, 
namely, by vnſearchable thereof, 
fo much. 
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Certaine generall vſes ariſing ont of the former dofirine of | 
the hearts deceitfulneſſe, or any exhortation to watch- 
fulneſſe onuer , and dealing wiſely, and 
ſtraitly with our hearts, 


| Auing by Gods goodneſſe thus finiſhed the whole 
doctrine of the hearts deceitfulneſle, ir remay- 
1: neth now in the concluſion, that befides thoſe 
articular yſes which we haucalreadie made of ſome of the 
articular branches of this doArine, wee ſhew allo the ge- 
erall whicharifeth from the whole, And they are {pecial- 
five. . 
f Firſt, If our hearts bee ſuch decciuers, it Rtands vs then —_— | 
in hand alwayes to haue our eyes in our heads, and to hauc | fulneſle, 
our wits abour vs,hauing to deale with ſo noble a Iuggler, 
ſo full of cunning tricks and flights, continually readie to 
ſnare vs, Wee walke in the middeſt of ſnares, not onely | chryſhom.x5, | 
neere them, bur in the very middeſt of them, incompaſſed | 44p9p- Ants } 
with them oneuery fide. Therefore let ys alwayes bee ſu- 
ſpicious, and icalous ouer our hearts in all places, and vp- 
on all occafions ; in ourſolitarineſſe , in our company , in 
our bufineſſe with men, inour dealings withGod, in hea- 
ring, praying, meditating ; inour dealings alſo with Saran, 
inwreſthng with his temptations. When the Philiſtims | 1,Sam 29, 
were going, out to war againſt the Iſraelites, they durſtnor 
let Damid goe with them ; they had himin iealoufie, be- 
cauſe of the loue he bare to his owne Countrie, and there» 
fore put him out of th? Armie, Happy were it for vs 
in our ſpiriruall warre with Saran, if wee could as cafily rid 
our ſelues of our naughtie deccirfull heart , as they did | 
themſclucs of Daxid. Wee have farre greater cauſe to | | 
'nipeRt 
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ſuſpe& our hearts, then they Daxid. The acquaintauce of 
the fleſh with Satan,and Satans intereſt in thefleſh,is grea- 
ter then the Ifraclites in Daxd. Befides that , they neuer 
had any experience of Dads deceitfulneſſe, and yufaith- 
fulneſle, as we haue had of the fleſhes: Therefore I fay it 
were well, if we could wholly caſhire thistreacherous and 
perfidious fleſh, Bur ſince it [tickes fo cloſe, as that wee 
cannot poſſibly be ſhift of it, therefore wee mult alwayes 
have an eye ouer it; ciicn as we would haueouer an yntru- 
ſtie pilfering ſeruant , who not obſcrucd , will ilch. For 
certainly ſuch is the deceitfulneſle of our hearts, that if our 
eye bee neuer o lictle off them , off goes the yoke of the 
Lord preſcntly, and they breake out into ſome vnlawfull 
libertie orothcr. Keepe wee then our hearts, as Salomon 
counlels, fenced with a double guard,as the Iayler his cloſe 
priſoner, Sce the doorcs be falt locked : Yea, looke to the 
windowes, as Job did. It therc bee any open paſſage, this 
deceiuer will either let in ſome bodic to him, which ſhould 
not come in, or elſe he will out himſ{clfe.If wefall a ſleepe 
and neglcRour watch, cither the Deuill, and his ſuggeſti- 
ons will enter ; euen as when the tence of a Vineyard is 
downe, then the wild Boare, and ali manner of wild bcaſts 
come in;and dcuoure all:or cl;cour heart it ſclfe wil wander 
abroad , like gadding Dinah, in the ile rouinps of her 
owne yaine imaginations. Thusthen ſhould we thinke with 
our ſelues cuery morning : This day I am to venture iato 
the World, and ſnarcs cucry where lie thicke and threefold, 
| if Trakenot heed, cafily ſhall I bee caught. For what alas 
is there wheicin my heart is not reaic to d:cciue me? Iam 
now going to Prayer : My heart will be readie to thruſt in 
| idleand wandring fancies, vnleſſc I watch ouer it.I am now 
to giue an Almes, or to goe to conferre with my Chriſtian 
friends : Pride and vainc glory will foyle mce, vnleſſe 1 
looke well to my ſelfe. I am now going, to deale in ſuch a 
colitrouerſfic, witha contentious and wrangling man : My 
heart 
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heart will quickly breake out into rage and diſtemper, and 
my mouth will ſoone oucr-thoot it ſelfe, it Thold it not as 
witha bridle. I am going toa Featt : if I put not a Knife to 
my throate I ſhall cahily bee ouer-reached by my deceirfull 
appetite. If I ler looſe the rein's to mine owne corrupt | Prou,zz,r. 
heart, I ſhall ſoone offcud inexceſle, either of mcateor 
mirth. Iam now to goe forth into the rect : And how 
many arc the temptations readie to encounter mee ? Euen | 
cuery thing I either ſce or heare. If Iſee my enemy,in what | 
danger am I of wrath and malice? It my friend flouri- 
ſhing, of enuic? Poore, of diſdaine ? If a beautifull wo- 
man, of Juſt? If heare rotten ſpeech,how readie am Ito be | 
corrupted with it? If rcuiling and injurious, how readic am 
I to bee prouoked with it ? This is the cautelouſneſle wee 
muſt vic in all our occaſions whatſoeuer : For all places 
are full of theſe ſnares, the ftreet, the houſe, the board, the 
bed, the cloſer, yea, the Church, the Pulpit, The exhorta- 
tion of Par! to Timothy, Watch tho inall things , is | 2 Tim.4.5; 
needfull; becauſe the heart , deccirfull aboue all things, | 
is alſo deceirfull in all things , cuen inthe beſtthings thar | 
may bee, And therefere Chrift bids vs take heed roour | 
hearts, euen in our Almes and Prayers , and other the | Mat.s, 
holieft ſeruices we can poſſibly performe , for exten in them | 
ſnares will be ſer for vs. In theſe ations we had need ſhur | 
the doore of our hearts that our mindes Reale not away | 
from God, Neuer then truſt thou this heart of thine, that ' 
it will be wel ordered, and kept ingood frame, though thou | 
carrie not alwaycs ſo heauica hand and nar:ow an eie ouer | 
it, No, ifthou looke not thus ſtraitly toir, ir will be gone, | 
asawilde horſe , if amanonce let goe the bridle, as hee is | 
walking in his journey : And then when hee is once gone, 
he will not be gotten againe in haſte; but a man muſt ſpend 
as mnch time inrecouering of him, as would happily haue 
beene ſufficient to hauc diſpatched the whole journey. So 


will it fare withthy heart, if once thou ler goe this wn, 
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of watchfulnefTe : It will runne out ſo farre, thar it will be 
long ere thou wilt catch it againe. It will bee ſo frozen, 
that it will be long ere chou can bring ito melt, It will 
beſo looſe, and idle, thatit will bee long ere thou canſt 
worke it ynto true deuotion: And thou muſt ſpend as 
much time, nay more , in ſeeking ro re-gaine thy heart a- 
gaine, and to bring it into,temper andtune , for the ſer= 
uiceof God, then would haue tcrued for the good perfor- 
mance ofthe ſeruiccit ſelfe, Bur aboue all things ſcethou 
truſt notthine heart with ſuch things as may be dangerous 


fullof this, as thou art of giuing a knife to a Child, or a 
{word to a Mad-man. Thine eyes cannot be quicke en. 
ough for thy heart then, The Mad-man will ſpeake ſome. 
times ſo ſoberly , and vie ſuch faire perſwaſionsto bee vn= 
fettered, and promile that he will be ſo quiet, &c, Butno 
ſooner is he looſe , bur hee playes reakes, wounds, ſlayes, 
deſtroyes whatſocuer is in his way, yea, cucn him that loo- 
ſed him : So likewiſe dealc our hearts with vs. They can 
flatter with vs , and O why ſhould we trouble our (clues ſo 
much, alwayesto bee looking tothem? And why ſhould 
we deale ſo hardly with them , alwayes fo to keepc them 
in,asa Bird in a Cage? To hold them 1o ſhorc of all li- 
bertie? Why ? they haue better gouernement of them- 
ſelues, then that weneede to fearethem {o,&c; But when 
once they haue got free , then they ſerue vs like the Mad. 
man, ſo that we ſhall rue the time that cuer we gauethem 
ſuch libertic, 

Secondly, this deceitfulnelle of our hearts mult cauſe 
vs often to renew our couenar.t with Ged,and by ſolemne 
yowes and proteltations of our repentance,as it were with 
ſtrong roopes , to bind and hold faſt cheſc tugitiues, If a 
man be knowne to bee a common deceiuer, we will neuer 
take his word for any thing : bur if we muſt needes deale 


with him, we will be ſure to haue his hand and ſcalo, and 
the 


—— 


_ te. 


occalionsto cuill, Looke better to 1t then 1o, Be as feare.. |. 
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the beſt ſecuritic we can ger, So wile, and waric are wee 
inche matrers of this lite, Well, thy heart isfarre more 
cuaning to dececiue thee, then the erafrie(t Foxethat 1s, to 
ouer-reach his neighbour, Be not now (o limple as to be- 
leeuecuerie (hgh, cucric with and word:, eucrie motion, 
and inclination of thy heart, For how often as I haue 
[hewed before, doe our hearts deale like Z arab when hee 
wasto- be borne, make many good profers of comming 
torth our of cheir (10s, as 1t were the darknesofthe wombe, 
incothe lighc of grace, bur they recoile preſcntly?Eucry 
[l;ght occalion is inſteade of a Perez vnro them, And yer 
loe che (illincetle of men; to belecue their hearts that are 10 
lighe of taich. They thinke verily when they feele fome fit 
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ot good atteRion,O now I haue gotthe victory, finne (hall 
neuer ſo preuaile againſt meeas it was wont ; when yer the 
ſame houre,it may be, ſetsthem in a worle taking then ec. 
ucr before. Saul, though atfeed with D anza: apologic, 
he acknowledged bo:h D azidsinnocence, and hisowne 
vnu{tice,and chough with teares, with good words, /y 
ſenne Danid,with good praters, The Lord render thee g99d, 
he witnelled good will ro Dauid , yertorall this D 1z4id 
ruſted him nor, but kept himaſelfe inthe hold itill: For 
ſhorcly afeer Sa! was hunting after him againe, And 
though then alſo he ſeemed rorelenc, and promiled D 21244 
Peace: { ome agaime myſonne Dauid, [will doe thee x9 more 
h:rmezyettor allthac Danid hearkened not:For what heed 


: 1stobetaken to a falſe and fickle hearted mans words/our 
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hearts being as fickle and inconitant in their relenting 
affeions towards the Lord , as $2; was toward D) 4z.1, 
ſhould wee truftchem any more 1nſuch fits, then Dart 
did Sax? No: bur lince cuen che Rrongeſt bondsare coo 
weake to hold ſuch {hpperie |:carts, that they (ide nor ouc 
of our hands, therefore cauſe them to enter intoſolemne 
Couenanc with the Lord,as thoſe in Nehemiah, Exra,and 


the Chronicles, Thus did Daxntid [haueſworne,laukhec, 
and 
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and will performe it, that I will keepe thy ſtatutes. In euill 
things, to which we arc prone by nature , we can bind our 
ſclues by oathes and yowes, when we fecle our ſclues dil- 
ſed vntothem, as toreuenge, yyhen the iniuricis freſh, 
and our hot bloud is vp : how much more then ſhould we 
do the like in good? The Diuell ſees that vvrath is a fire 
ſoone out; thereforc he yvill nouriſh it with an oath : how 
much more ſhould we nouriſh the fire of zeale and good 
affeQions, which haveno fewell fromvvirhin vs, as anger 
hath, and fo are farremore cafily extinguiſhed? How much 
more I ſay ſhould vyc maintaine; and vphold in our ſelues 


| all good things with this prop of an oath , and couenant- 


triking-yvith the Lord? Andhere ce that thouregiſter, 
and record in thy accounts-booke this thy Couenant , that 
ſo vvhenthy deceitful heart ſhall be offering to ſtart aſide, 
and giue thee the ſlip , thou maieſt preſencly recall it, and 
and keepe it m with putting it in minde of this couenant, 
What? didſt not thou on ſuch atime , vyhenthou vvert 
humbled vnder the hand of God, and hadfſt ſome good de- 
fires kindled in thee by his Spirit , didft not thou then ſo- 
lemnely giue thy faith to God, and by the ſtraightelt bonds 
of thy vow and oath, firmely knit thy ſelfe ynto him , and 
yvilc thou ſo ſoonebe offering to make eſcapes from hin? 
Haſt thou ſo ſoone forgotten thy coucuant? Thou falſe 
fugitive : But yeſterday vvaſt thou brought home to thy 
maſter, then thou humbledft thy felfe vnto him , ſoughteſt 
reconciliation, promiſedſt more faithfull ſeruice. And yet 
art thou now offering ſo quickly to take thee to thy 
| heeles againe? 

Thirdly , this deccitfulneffſe of our hearts muſt teach vs 
vviſcdome. to take them at the vantage,vvhen at any time 
vve finne them in a good moode, in any fort vyell aftected, 
or diſpoſed to any good dutic, Thou haft this vviſcdome 
in the things of this life : Having to deale vvith a lighr,and 
inconflant man, when thou findeſt him in a good vain, then 
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thou wilt be ſure to lay hold of that opportunitie, and to 
take him then at his yyord. For thou knoweſt, thar if thou 
ſhouldeſt let him go on neuer ſo lictle longer, vvichin an 
houre or two , he vyould be of another minde, Aſſuredly, 
thy hcart is farre more variable and yncertaine, then the 
fickleſt man that can be, Doeſt thou then feele at any time, 
that thy heart is warmed vvirh good motions, inlarg-d 
vvith good affections, lift yp to heauen in ſpirituall med:- 
tations , doeſtthou fecle any ſparkles of the heaucnly fire? 
Take thou the bellowes preſently , blow till they flame, 
cheriſh,and make much cuen of the ftmoaking flaxe;Now is. 
the time for thee,now I ſay,in this flote of good affeCtions, 
when thy heart is ſo vvell prepared, to fall ro prayer, to 
confeſſion of thy ſinnes,to reading, to all the good exerciſes 
of repentance and inuocatior, and in a vyord tethe doin 


drowſie an: dead, and fo our {clues wholly diſabled for the | 


doing of that we thought. And why? becauſe wee ſtrucke ; 
not the iron whiles it was hot, we held not our hearts fat, | 
vvhen vvee hid hold of them, vve vied nor the meanes to |; 
keepe them Rill in good frame and temper. And fo all.our | 
004 thoughts vaniſh and come to nothing. Excellently | 
D auid ly heart O God ts prepared. What ? ſhall Iſuffer 
now other occaſions to call me another way? No : for then | 
all thatlife and vigour vvhich now Ifecle, will bee gone: , 
but 7 will ariſe and gine thankes , and foIvvill ariſe and | 
pray, ariſe and confeſſe, &c, Oh if we vyould goe to praycr 
in the ſpring-tide, as it vvere of good affe&tions, how then, 
as the Prophet ſpeaketh , ſhould vvee powye out a prayer? | 
How would the riucrs of repenting teares ouer-flow? 


Whereas 


of that good vvorke for the yvhich motions and defires are | 
riſenin thy mind, For how oftcn haucthe beſt of vs bcene | 
beguiled here? To thinke vvee ſhould do afterwards that | 
vvhich in preſent vve purpoſed and defired, and vvithin an ' 
houre or leſſe all our heate is gone, our affctions are | 
growne chill and coole, our hearts heauie, our ſpirits | 
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Whereas, negleRing this occaſion , our prayers come bur 
droppingly from vs afterward in the cbbe of our affections, 
It cannot be fpoken how little a thing will diſtra& and vn- 
ſertle our hearts. They arclike toglafles , that will be hurt 
with alittle breath, and ynto Muſicall Inſtruments , that 
will be pur out of tune with the leaſt diftemper of the 
Ayre. And therefore wehad not neede to pretermir the op- 
portunitie when we feele them wrought vpon in/any ſort 
by the holy Spirit of God, What good impreſſions, would 
they not receiue then, being fo ſoft and tender? Whercof 
afrerwardthey will not bee capeable, being rerurned ro 
their former hardnefſc? Do then good thoughts and deſires 
offer themſelues, do ſuch gueſts ſecke lodging in thy heart? 
Oh welcome them in the kindeſt manner, lay hold of them, 
aud by thy kinde and reſpeRtiue viage of them , conftraine 
them, as they once our Sauiour, to ſtay ſtill with thee, 
What is this kinde entertainement wee are to ſhew 
them but the entertainement ob our prayers , reading 
and conferringofthe Word? If we would do fo, after once 
ood affeftions are cntred into our hearts, we ſhould euen 
locke yp the dore vpon them, that they could not ger 
out againe,ſo we ſhould haue more of their companie then 
now wee haue; in ſtead of viſiting vs now and then 
they would become daily gueits,and ordinarie refidentarics 
with vs. Salomon bids vs eſtabliſh our thougbts by connſell, 
This Prouerbe hath his truth even in holy and; piritual! 
thoughts, the which alas will ſoone faile , vnleſſe ve ſertle 
and confirme them in our hearts , and after the ſpirir hath 
once entred them into vs, do ſo pegge and hammer them 
in, and driue them downe fo deepe , by theyſe of good 
meanes,as that we may not cafily looſe them afterward. At 
the firſt riſing they of a good thought, pray with D arid, 
becauſe thou feareſt the deceitfulneſle of thine heart , bnit 
my heart; this falſe fickle fugitiuc heart alwayes readic to 
ſteale from thee, knitit O Lord, and ticit faſt vxr9 thee, 
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that as it is now vyvith thee ,*fo it may ſtill remaine with 
thee, And againe with the ſame Prophet , in the behalte of 
tis people, when they were towelldifpoſed in thei: cheare- 
full offering to the Temple, O Lord keepe this for enerths 
frame of the thoughts of ti. 'Y [errants heart. Ann frame bts 


mend towards thee. T ins Counteil-taking with God in | 


praycr,is the onely remedy againſt rhe decertfulveſie of our 
hearts , for thepreſeruing and cRabliſhing of all good 
thoughts and defurcs, 

Fourthly , The deccirfulncfle of our hearts mui cauſe 
vs daily to kcepe an audit in our owne conſcience, euer and 
anon calling them to their accounts, A. truſtie ſeruant , an 
Eleazar, we will let go on, and reckon but feldome viich 
him:buta Gehezs, one that is bur of ſlipperie fidelirie, had 
ncede be reckoned with euery day. The miſerable experi- 
ence then which wee haue had of the fallencfſc of theſc 
hearts, {ooften deceiving vs, muſtmakevsto be very ſtrair 
and ſcuerc in examining, of them. $a/9990x not obſcurely 
intimates this to bee the caulc of our hearts deceitfulneſſe, 
that we do not take this paincs of a ſtrict triatl: Exery 
MANS Wayes are pure 18 his OWwne eJes . but the Lerd tra: th 
the hearts, and ſo ſees thcir ſecret deceit , which 
wee percceiue not , becauſe wee trie not, Let vs neucr 
therefore let reckonings runne on , bur everic day let vs 
make all cuen 4 ler vs chaſtife our ſclues euery morning, 
examine our ſelues cuery cucning , eucn inthe fi! hilence 
of thenight, as we lie waking on our beds. In the matter 
of disburſement of money, for the repayring of the 
Temple, 1ofiah gaue charge that no reckoning ſhould 
bee made with them in:zo whoſe hands the money 
was deliaered: for (ſaith he) ehey deale farthfully. Indeede, 
if our hcarts deale faithfully with VS, VVC alſo might ſpare 
this labour of daily count{-caſting: Bur becauſe both the 
Word of God, a1] our owne experictce haue ſufficiently 
diſcoucred their vufaithfulneſſe ; therefore wee contrarily 
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| mult fay, Let there be daily; yea, hourecly reckonings kept 
| with our hearts, for they deale cxceeding vnfaithfully, The 


- — 


| Muſition, becauſe his inſtrument quickely growes out of | 


___ 


tunz, cuen whiles he is playing , thereforecuen then he \y1ll 
beturning of it, as ſoone az he ſpies rhe leaſt jarring inany 
of the trings : So muſte we intermixe the correction and 
amendemcnt of our hearts, (whichis done by fri exami-. 
nation) together with their vſc and imployment , and not 
to be like the fooliſh mower , that till mowes, and never 
whets his Sythe, 

Laſtly, fince all our hearts naturally are fo full fraught 
with guile, being ſo immeaſurably and vnſcarchable deceit- 
full, as here the Prophet teacheth ; it mult cauſe ys in the 
heartic bewailing and confcſhing of this corruption , to 
ftriue for the contrarie grace. We, that by the mercie of 
God profeſſe religion more fincercly , are ready tothinke 
our {clues wronged, if we be called hypocrites and deceit- 
full pcople. No, let vs make vſe, of ſuch imputations and 
profit by the raylings of our enemies: For they lay no 0- 
ther imputation on vs, then here God himlelfe doth, ſay- 
wg, The keart of man, without exception of any, #5 decest- 
F411. So that the heart, evenof the moſt holy and regene- 
rate, is till inpart deccitfull, as in partit-is wicked. Let 
vs not then deny that in our ſelues, which the God of truth 
hath laide vpon vs : bur let vs rather ſearch our this priuie 
and cloſe hypocrific of our hearts , and hauing found it, 
| purge them of it:Praying with the Prophet, Renew a right 
| ſpirit in me , labouring for that ſame truth inthe in- 

ward parts which God fo loucth , that ſowe may with 4- 
pelles, be approued in (rift, and with Nathaniel, true If- 
raclites, in whom is no guile, euen the //-ae/of God , pure 
in heart, The which that we may attaine vnto I will here 
{ct downe certaine, both meanes and motines. 
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Canary ANCE 


Alotines vnto , and meanes of Sinceritte. 


He Aoremes to incite ys vs ynto finceritic and fin- 
glenefſe of heart are many, and powerfull, 
throughout the whole Booke of God, ſome 

whercot I will vrge at this time. 

Firſt, Sinceritie is the girdle , whereby all other graces 
are tied cloſe ynto vs : So the Apoltle inthe deſcription of 
the ſpirituall armour, calls it the girdle of rrwuth : And 
therefore here alſo is true that we ſay, vzgirr, vxbleſt, He 
is butalooſe man, that wants this girdle. Let his gifts and 
graccs be neuer ſo excellent , yetthey fit but looſe about 
him, vyhen a ſtorme comes they vvill cafily be ſhaken off, 
From him that hath nut, ſhall be taken away that he hath, 
From him that hath not the gittof ucere ſanftificarion, 
ſhall be taken away theſe common gifts of an oxerly , and 
[uperficiarte illumination, yea, his ſhewes allo of true San- 
Rificatis:not only that he hazh ſhal be taken away, but that 
alſo which he /cemes to hane.The Fig-treethat oncly made 
a ſhew with leaues hauing no fruit, inend, being curſed, 
loſt, the leaues too , wherewith it deceiucd our Sauiour, 
and wholy vyithered. Gods gifts in anynſound heart, con- 
trarie as it were to their owne nature , heing perverted to 
wrongends,docuen figh ynder our rs. God hearing 
their groancs, giues them the wings of the Eagle, toflye 
away from ſuch iniuſt poſſeſſours, How fearefull are the 
examples of many vnound profeflours , who notwithſtar- 
ding all their goodly flouriſhes, haue yer vaniſhed ar laſt? 
they haue beene ſtript ſtarke naked of all, their right hand 
hath forgotit skill, rheir right eye hath been darkened, their 
arme withere1, they haue mouldred away , and become 
meere nothings,vnſauori: ſalr,fit ſor nothing bur the d.'ng- 
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hil.Chrilt hauing told the Church of Sardss that her graces 
were readic to de, gies this rcalon thereof: For ] hawe no; 
found thy works perfee? before God. Therfore they are ready 
to die, becaulc tainted with the infection of hypecrihe, Had 
not [r:4 as many Cxcc [lent graces of Praycr, preaching, m'. 
racles? &c. yet for aſmuch as they wanted the falt of fince- 
ritie to preſcrue them from purretaction, doth he and they 
miſcrobly rotted, and came to feareull deſolation:His heart 


' became a ſtye and ſtable for Satan to loclge iv, andto beger 


thatmonſtrous conception of barbarous and tiecherons 
villanic;o that what the Plalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning the 
vvicked mans temporall eſtate, may truely be ſpoken con- 
corning the hipocrites ſpirituall eftate 7 /aw him like the 


' freſh kawyell. ſpreading himſcife,and fleuriſhing:but loe the 
' roote being corrupt with hypocrifie , he conld not hold out. 


— — —O ©— — — 


Inquire for him,and for his many graces , his great know- 
ledge, his burning zeale, his torward alacritic, &c. and loe 
their place cannot be found, The bodie whenthe ſoule is 


once gone , may not long ſtzy abone ground ; it muſt 


aceds bee buried : So the hypocrites graces wanting 


| Fnceritie , which is the very foule and life of all grace, they 
| are bur aſtinking carrion, and what ſhould an odious and 
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vely t>1hſome carkafſe doe , but bee throwne into 
the pi:?Standeth it ys notthenin hand tolooke to our ſelues 
that we be vpright in heart, if we yvould enioy the ſweer 
comfort of our finall perfeucrance? For, as cxcellent] 

Braford, the way of Chrift is the ſtraight way , and (© 
ftraio ks that as few can find it, and few walke init ſonone 
can halt in ir, but mnſtnceds go vpright.For as theftraight= 
n-fe will ſtffer no reciling to this fide or that fide: ſo if any 
man halt, he is like to fall off the bridge into the pir of cter- 
nall diftruion, And ynſound horſe that hath fome ſecret 
fault,may carric as good a ſhew asthe ſoundeſt , and at the 
firſt for a mile or two will traucll as frcſhly and cheerefully 
any,bur at length hee tires and giues ouer, So is it with an 
vnfound 
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vnſound and deceitfull Chriftian : Notwithſtanding all his 
faire beginnings, & hopeful entrances,yer he continues nor, 
Let an apple ſeeme ncuer ſo beau: tiful,if ic be rotten at core 
it wil quickly putrifie, The houſe built on the ſand cannor 
ſand alwaies : If a tempeſt ariſe, downe it goes, it fa[s, and 
the fall thereof is great, like that of Icruſalem, which 
though it were a molt glorious and goodly City, yct it was 
wholy ruined,and leuelled with the ground,wvr a ſtone left 
vpon a ſtone. So great is thefall of theſe ſandy Chriſtians, 
that it cuen aſtomiſherh them that knew them before, when 
they ſtood flouriſhing in their pride & beauty.Sothar herc 
allo we may tranſlate thoſe words of the Propher fromthe 
outward goods,and apply them to the inward graces of the 
wicked:gh how horrible and ſodarnly are they conſumed? 
Thouhaſt ſet them,and their graces too, un flippery grownd: 
As a dreame they vaniſh , &c.And as they inthe Prophet 
lament 7 yrs & Sidon,with the like lamentati6 maywebe- 
wailethe pitiful ruinsof thevnſound Chriſtian. 7how haſt bin 
in Ede,the gards of God,as one of the faireſt trees therof:e= 
wery pretious tone was in thy garmet the Ruby,the Topaze 
the Diamond, &c. Bnt alas alas,theſe preat ons that were 
cloathed with purple & filke: For ix one honre are all theſe 
riches cometo deſolation. Yeſterday flouriſhing like one of 
the gallant Lillics,putting downe Salomon in all his glory, 
and alas to day caſt into the ficric Ouen of hell. The manic 
gourds of excellent graces ſprouted vp ſodainly,and grew 
mightily,and vnder their ſhadow ye fat reioycing: bur alas 
with 7onas his ioy : For the worme of a deceitfull heart in 
one night hath as ſodainly conſumed them all: So that now 
ye are worſe theneuerbefore ; as 7onah after the periſhing 
ofhis gourd , troubled nor onely with the Sunne, but alſo 
with the Eaſt-winde, The winds of the Diuels remp- 
tations ſhall bee let looſe, more fiercely to inrage the 
ſcorching Sunne of thine owne concupiſcence and 
corruption; free libertie ſhall bce giuen to thy __— 
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ly ;cſtrained corruption ; and for as much as thou waſlt 
aiwaycs a Sow,power of re=cntrance ſhal be granted to the 
impure ſpirit, with the company of {cucn worſe, that as 
on.c hc d;d thoſe Gadaren Swine, he may carry thee head. 


| long into thefiithy and miry ſea ofthine owne fleſhlineſle, 
| thereto wallow andtumble as before thy cleanfing, God 


hath threatned , and he will bcas good as his word,to ſpuc 
out the luke=warme out ot his mouth. Thinke not now that 
God will belike thee, that as thoa eatelt yp thy vomit, fo 
he will his,and ſatfer thee,after thou art once vomited, to 
comeiutohis ſtomack again,Nay,becauſc he {aw thou waſt 
ſuch a Dog that thou wouldelt returne to thy ſinne, which 
thou hadſt vomited, thereforc hath he ſpucd thee out for e. 
uer; to teachihce by his example in ſpuing thee out, how 
thou ſhouldeſt haue ſpued thy finne out,namely, without a 
defire of ener returning to it again, as the Iſraclites to their 
forſaken Egypt.Such Iſraelites , that after their departure 
from Egypt, carric yet adiſpoſition of returning, inthe 
Wiiderneſſe muſt they die, into Gods reſt neuer mult they 
cnter. O miſerable cale of the Hypocrite, which is ſo deſ- 
perate, and irremediable ! The fall of the ſandy houſe, faith 
our Sauiour, # great, Hercin great, becauſc {o quaſhed in 
ſhivers, that it carmot bercared vp againc, and the curſe of 
God is ſuch vpon it, being fallengthat like Icricho and Tery- 
ſalemir is irrecdifiable. 3/3th my whole heart hawe I ſought 
thee, ſaith Daxid , [uffer me not to wander from thy (om- 
mandements.Inſinuating thercby,that ſuch as do not ſecke 
God with their whole heart, that is, in fingleneſſe of heart, 
vnfainedly , God will ſuffer them to wander in-crooked 
blind wayes, and that tearefully and irreturncably. To the 
like purpoſe is that in the ſame Plalme: Ler my heart bee 
vpright in thy ſtatutes, that I may neuer be aſhamed Thoſe 
then that arenor yp: 1ght in heart, Godowes them a ſhame. 
and wi'l aſſuredly pay it vato them. Is it not a ſhame for a 
man in good trade toproue bankcrupt, and turne bepoger ? 
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Will he not be aſhamed ro looke any bodie inthe face,rhat 
knew him before ? So ſurely is it with the deceirfull Chri- 
{tian, when he is thus fallen away ; being now made ami- 
ſerable ſpeRacle, and as it were a monſter to bee pointed 
at with rhe finger, that as the true Iſraclire is noted out | 
witha Behold, for imitation, Behold, atrxe Iſraclite in Plal.e2,7. 
whom 1s n0 gmile, {o he with a Behold, for deteſtation , be- 
hold the man that tooke not G O D for his ſtrength. 
What a ſhame is this, when it will beeſaid , was not this | 
the great Profeſſour, the earneſt Preacher ? And locnow | 
with Demas , hec hath imbraced the preſent World. Did 
not Adams Apoſtafic fill his tace with ſhame? Howſocuer 
ſomcrimes this kind of men hauefaces of wainſcote, and 
fore-hcads of brafſe, yertheir conſcience , I dare ſay, is a- | 
ſhamed to ſee God diſcouer their filthy nakednefle, by ta- | 
king away their very ſhewes of grace, and bringing their | 
ſecret wickednefle to light.I concludethen this firſt mote 
with the words of our Saviour, whoſe it is : Take heed of | Luke 12.1,3, 
hypocriſie. For there 1s nothing hid that ſhall not be renea- | 
led, nor couered, that it ſhall not bee knowne, How righte- 
ous, O Lord, is thy iudgement vpon Hypocrites? They are 
not that they ſeeme , an'| are n—_—_ to be; Therefore at 
laſt they ſhall /cemze, and be _ 1t to be that they are, 
Secondly, Sinceritie is the higheſt perfeRion attaineable 
in this life. That which is wanting in the meaſure of obe- 
dience and holineſle, is made vp in the truth, and ſoundnes 
thereof, Therefore Peter being asked of the mea/rrre of 
his loue to Chriſt, /oneft thou me more then theſe ? Anſwe- 
reth onely concerning the e1rh; being asked of the guan- 
titie, anſwereth onely concerning the qwual/itie, Lord thou 
knoweſt that I lone thee. For the quantitie, it matters not 
ſo much with thee : None lones thee ſo much as he ought : 
but for the ſincere qualitie, which is all inall with thee, as 
for that, I appcale to thy felfe. Hence it is that where the | 
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' nceritie, in the feeling of imperteRion, and in an carneſt 
 defiring, and aſpiring after perteftion. Thoſe that in one 


— — 


r.Clren,12-33 | place arc ſaid robe perfet, inauother , by way of expo- 


| ſition are ſaid to be = 
| Thirdly, Where finceritic is, there God both comer; 
| and c#res all other infirmities, As hypocrific drowneth 
many excellent Graces, and admirable Vertues, and cau- 
| ſeth God to take no notice of them ; lo contrarily fince- 
| ritic many groſle infirmities, and by drawing the cycof 
God to it ſclfe, cauſcth it to winke at them. How many 
infirmitics ſcaped from the good Prophet Daxid ? His 
numbring of the people, his counterfeiting madnefle , his 
colluſion with echi/p , hisraſh anger, and furious ſwea- 
ring and vowing thedeathof Nabal, and his vniuſt dea- 
ling with good poore Mephiboſzetb, Theie things were 
| finnes, yet {inceritic was a vaile vito them. Becaule ſince- 
| ritie was not ſo ſhaken in his other finnes,as in his Murther 
aud Adultery : God that tooke ſome {peciall noticeof this 
laſt, would take none at all of the other, The heart of Da- 
#id, ſaith the Scripture , was vpright in all things, ſaxe in 
the matter of Vriab.When at HezekgabsPaſſcoucr , there 
had beene ſome want inſome of the people their reparati- 
on, yet Hezechiah charitably preſuming of the ſinceritie, 
and honeſtic of their hearts, prayes thus for them; The good 
Lord be mercifull to him that prepareth his whole heartto 
ſeeke the Lord God, thengh hee bee not clenſed according to 
the purification of the Santtuarie. Lo, how finceritic pre= 
uayled againſt the defeRt of legall purification, being more 
| powerfull to draw Gods bleffing,then the other his curſe. 
Some of e4/aesFinfirmities having beene mentioned by the | 
Holy Ghoft, as that the high places were not takenaway, 
yet the concluſionis, Tet his heart was upright towards the 
Lord all his dayes. Lo, how all other his infirmitics arc 
couercd with & mentle of finceritic. Contrarily in /ehe, 
| wee may obſerue , how the Holy Ghoſt after alarge de- 
ſcription 
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ſcription of many excellent things done by him, doth at 
laſt as it were draw a crofſclne,and blot out all ſpoken be. 
fore with this concluſion ; But Ichu regarded not ts walks 
in the Law of the Lord with all his heart. Loe , how all 
other his graces are buried in the graue of an vaſound 
heart : Great vertwes not {weetned with finceritie, arc no 
ornament vo vs : And great infirmities, not ſourcd with 
Hypocrific, areno great deformities, Thoſe God acknow- 
ledges not: thele God imputesnot. 

Fourthly Neizher doth God couer onely , but in time 
cure alſo fincerities impertcRions ; giuing it Rtreagrh aud 
daily cxerc.ſeof grace to preuayle againtt them, Fox the eyes 


| of the Lord behold all the earth to ſhew bumſelfe trong with 


them that are of vpright heart. Howlſoever they may bce 
weake in themlelues, yet they ſhall feele Gods Rrength 
perfecting ir ſelte in their weaknefle. For as it is in the 
Plalme, With the wpright thou wilt be vpright ; thou wilt 
not faile im in his need. No , The Lord i neere to them, 
that call upon bim intruth, he is ucere with the powerfull 
preſenceot his Spirit, to heſpethem inall their needs , to 
relieue , and ſuccour them againſt all their infirmities and 
temptations. Whereuponthe Pſalmiſt praycs : Doe good, 
0 Lord, to them that are true inheart; yea , and aſſures vs 
our of his o\wne experience that God #5 good to [/racl,cucn 
inthe middeſt of affliction and remptation, but what Iſracl? 
ts the pure inheart, And Pan promiſ:th ſuch as are imple 
to ell, that is fincerc-hearted,thar they ſhall not alwayes 
be held captiue vader their infirmities, but at length Saran 
ſhall be trod vnder their feer. It is the wont of the Lord to- 
reward the finceritie of a little grace , with abundance of 
great graces. Nathanzel, before his comming to Chrilt, 
could haucno great knowledge, yer being a true Ifraclite, 
void of guile , Chriſt further inlighrens him , giues him 


the ſight ofthe true Meſſiah, not onely bodily , bur ſpiri- | 


tuall, indues him with true Faith, and promiſes him 
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ill greater marrers. Alas the weake and dimme know- 
ledge that the poore Eunuch, and Cornelis had in the 
myltcric of oodlineſic : yet becaule according to the poore 
meaſure of knowledge they had , they worſhipped God 
fincerely , an Euangelift was ſcnt to the one, and both 
an Angell, and an Apoſtle to the other , bringing the re- 
ward of thcir finceritie in their hands , the clcercr light 
of the Goſpell , and a fuller largefle of {pirituall gitts, 
For as the curſe of God isypon Hypocrihe , to decreaſe 
and deſtroy a great deale, agreat ftocke of grace, to the 
bleſſing of God is vpon finceritie , to increaſe the little 
Stocke , the two Mitcs , the graine of Muſtard-lecd 
of ſinceritic. Sothat as inthe outward eſtate, fo alloin the 
inward , it is true which the Prophet ſpeaketh of the 
trucChilde of God. eA little wato the righteors ts bet- 
ter then great riches to the wicked, For as Gods curſe 
blowes vpon the great Reuenues of wicked men, fo that 
they often fall intodecay, and arc forced as the P{zlmift 
ſaith , to come and borrow , euen of the godly man, 
who 1s poorer , thatis, hath not ſo much as they : ſoa]. 
ſo it is in the ſpirituall riches of the Hypocrites graces, 
compared with the vpright Chriſtians, Their great gifts 
they haue proſpernot : in the time of their trouble they 
areglad to borrow as it were of poorer men, to crauc 
comfort and relicte of meaner Chriftians , not fo richly 
gifted as themſelues : like as the fooliſh Virgins in the 
Parable, for all the great blaze of their Lampes , were 
faine tobegge Oyle of thewiſe, Hence it is that the vp- 
right mans little portion of grace , is better then the 
greater ſhare of the Hypocrite ; becauſe it thriues in 
his hands , and by his good husbandry quickly riſes; 
the ſecret curſe of God, as a Moarh cating vp,and waſting 
the other, Ts not a little Spring better thena great pond ? 
Yes, For in Summer , when the great pond is drycd VP, 
the little Spring Rill holds out and does ys much ſervice. 
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| faithfully imployed, and wiſcly husbanded, brought ſo 
' admirable an increate, that the poore Prentice got before 


' themſelues, and the graue Sages, an:} ancient Fathers, that 
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| beforehim. 1, the other day a' poore punie, a freſh man, 
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| Soisit with the graces of finceritie, Though they are bur 
[ little, as the oyle in the cruſe, and the meale in the barrell 
| of the Sareptan widdou ; yet th:y have ſuch a fpring, 
| that as ſhe held outin the Famine, when many of better 

eftate, in all likelihood periſhed, ſo when the proud hypo- 
| crite, that had ten talents, is broken, and hath brought his 
| centalents to none, yet the humble fincere Chriſtian, that 
| had bur two talents continues Ri!], and hath brought his 
| two tofoure, his fiue talents to ten, And what is the rea- 
| ſon of this increaſe ? Euen his finceritic. Becauſe thou haſt 
| beenefaithfull, ſaith our Saviour, i» alittle, 7 will mabe 
| thee ruler oner mnch. Surely 'Damxid, as all other Chri- 
| tians, had no great ftocke to begin withall : for rhe hing- 
| dome of heanen. mthe firlt beginning, is but a a graine of 
HMuſtard-ſeed : yer in ſhort ſpace of time, that his little 


| 
| 


the richelt Merchants, in this kinde, cuen-the Teachers 


hadof along time knowne him that was from the begin- 
aing,wereof his old acquaintance,and were in Chriſt long 


haue now got more vnderſt anding then all my teachers, for 
all their great reading,yea,chen a/l my Ancients, foraltheir 
long experience. But how might this come to paſſe? Be- 
cauſe 1 kept thy precepts, namely in finceritic. This I had, 
ith he, namely, the grace to remember the name of God 
inth2 night, to make his ſtatutes my ſongs inthe houle of 
my pilgrimage, &c. becauſe I kept thy precepts. 

Fiftly, Sinceritie as it lefſens ſomething our euill, ſo it | 
amplifies and addes to the gloric of our good actions, even 
ſuch as are but of the lower ſort. There is not the mea- 
reſt ation whatſocuer, which ſinceritic will not ſet a faire 
gloſſc vpon, and procure ir, that grace intheeyes of God, 
thatinſomereſpeRs it ſhall be matchable cuen to workes 
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ne, 


farre greater, in their owne Nature. A poore labouring 
man that liues by his hands, hauing beene fairhfull inthar 
place, and performing ſincere obedience therein to God, 
may haue as much comfort on his death-bed, as the bett 
Miniſter and Magiſtratc,whole ſeruice yet is in it (elfe tarre 
more honourable, Yea, it his fincerit:c in his calling bee - 
greater then theirs is intheirs, his comfort alſo ſhall bee 
greater. For God regards not ſo much the matter, as the 
formeof our obedience, not ſo much the thing that wee 
doc, as thc afteion whercewith we doc it. Where fincert- 
tic is, there, in the mcane(t workes that arc, together with 
them, the heart- is giuen:o God, And the more a man 
giuesot his heart to God,the morc acceptableis his work, 
The widdowes mite coul { weigh bur light : but her heart 
weighed heauic. And ſo her heart being put to her mite, 
gaucit weight aboue the greater, but farre morcheartleſle 
largeſſe of the Phariſic. Sinceritic is to our workes, as 
ſpiritis to our bodies, makerh it farre better, then a grea- 
ter, where there is morc fleſh, bur lefſe ſpirir. O rare and 
excellent vertue of finceritic, which can make light drams 
and barley cornes, as maſſte and ponderous as'the huge ta- 
lent. Whercas contrarily th: want of finceritic maketh ta- 
lents as light as feathers. Hypocriſie, ſuch is the filth of it, 
imbaſeth the purcit mettals, and turneth vcrie gold, yea, 
pretious ſtones into ruſtic iron ; Contrarily, finceritie 1s 
an excellent kinde of Alchymie turncth iron into gold,and 
as once our Sauiour, water into wine, Hypocrifie cauſerh 
the moſt glorious workes of almes, prayer,preaching,with 
great indignation to bce reicted : Sinceritic rhe pooreſt 
workes, of keeping ſheepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. with 
great favour to be acceptcd. Sinceritie then is all in all. A 
ſincere Rahab is berter then an vnſound [ndas. As m 
the naturall bodie, tovſeS. Arſftens compariſon, the caſe 
of the ſound finger is ſafer then of the blindiſh eye. The 
knger indeed is bur a little ſmall thing, and a 

uch . 
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| ſuch ſcruice as the eye, it is not of that admirable nimble- 
nefſe and quickncfle,nor cannot guide and dire& the whole 
body, as the eye doth, And yer it1s better to hea finger, 
and to bec found, thento be an eye, and to be dimme, and 
darke,rexy tofalloutof thc head. Better m Gods famnil 
to be a faithfull doore-keeper, and fo to bee ſure to hold 
our place, then to be an vnfaithtull Steward, and fo with 
him inthe Golpell, to be thruſt our, and come ro the dan- 
oer of begging. When wee come to dic, it is not the | 
oreatneiſe, orthe mwltitudcot thoſe good workes which 
wee hane done, but the diſpoſition of an honeſt and fin- | 
cere heart, inthe doing of them, thatmutt then ſtand ys 
inſtead. The Pfalmilt pronounces them bleſſed that arc | 
ypright in rheir way. He maketh no choitc of the way, he 
doth not ſay : Blefſedare they that are vpright inthe way 
of the Miniſterie, or the Magittracie, but ſpeaking indiffe. 
rently of any way allowable by the Word, bee it neuer fo | 
ſ:mple or meane, he faith: Bleſſed arethe vpright in their 
way, !whatſocucr ir bee; bee it but to bee a drudge ina 
kirchin, yet hee that is vpright in his way is bleficd ; as 
contrarily he that is yn-vpright 1n a fairer and more glori- 
ous way, a5 the way of «Apoſz/e/aip is curled. God looks 
not ſo muchto the way, as to thy foot in walking in the 
way. Let the way be neuer fo mcanc, yet no diſcomfort, 
if thou walke init vprightly : let it be never ſo glorious, 
yer no comfort, ifthou walke init haltingly. Therefore 
Ezekiah being ſtrucken with that thunderbolt of the ſen- 
tence of death, what was his comfort ? Eucn this, the con- 
ſcicnce of his finceritie; O Lord thou knoweſt Thane wal- 
hed with an vpright heart : This was his onely refuge. 
Though thoſe good workes he had done were in regard of 
his calling of the higheſt note, rhe reſtoring of the true 
worſhip of God, the purging of the defiled Temple an 
Prieſthood : yet he doth not comfort himſelfe with theſe 
ſo worthy workes ; O Lord thou knowelt I haue cleanſed 
thy | 
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thy SanRuarie, erected thy wo.ſhip, repaired the decayed 

wals of Icruſalem, renued the gloric and beautie of thy | 
S$1on : no, but without inſtancing in any particulars he had | 
done, he mentions one!y the manner of doing, his finceri.. 


| tie of affeRion in all his doings, I hawe walked before thee 


| 
| 
| 


neart Yeftitudi- | 


collocartyyt he- | ack 
| But where there is likenefſe of manners, there eafily will 


with a perfe heart. So,how many and glorious were the 
workss of Part, his miracles, his preaching, planting of 
Churches,conucrfion of fioners,fuftermg of perſecutions ? 
Yet reuicwing his life, what was his chietelt comfort ? 
Let ys heare himſeltc ſpeake : This z5 our retoycing, not 
that we hauceaſt out Deuils, healcd the ficke, clenied the 
Lepers, by the thunder -of my preaching cauſcd Satan to 
fall downe from heauen like lightning ; (no, none of all 
theſe were his comfort: ) but chat iz ſimplicitie, and god- 
ly pareneſſe, weehane had aur connerſation in the world, 
Hence it was, that the Apoſtles when they returned to 
Chriſt, rcioycing in their yitoric oucr the Deuill were 
checked, and bidden to reioyce not in any other thing, then 
in that which cucric fincere Chriftian, though neuer o | 
meane and contemptible, may reioyce in as well as they, | 
namely, that their names were written in Heauen, | 
Sixtly, rhe ſpeciall hatred and antipathy that is in God 
aygainſtdeccitfulncſſe, ſhould be aſtrong motiue ynto fin- 
ccritie, There can be no vnion betwixt God and the hy- 
pocrite,in regard of the great diflimilitude of diſpoſitions, 
Godis ſingle, and he is double, hauing a heart and a heart, 
and therctore cannot bee as Daxtad, a man according to 
Gods heart, The hypocrite is crooked,and God is ſtraight: 
And how will you compa@ together, and make euen 
ſtraight and crooked? How can there be friendſhip be- 
twixt them that are eucrie way of contrarie diſpoſitions ? 


hearts bee glued and rjueted together. Nov the vpright 
in heart are according to Gods owne heart, and therefore 
as Salomon ſayes,they are his delight. The Lord ſo loueth 

the 
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the truth in the inward parts, that hee himſelfe with his 
owne mouth wi:l commend ; yea, and admire the true If- 
raclites : Behold a true 1/raclite,fayd our Sauiour of Na- 
thaniel, Though finceritic lurke with $41, and care not 
for being beheld, yet God vrings it forth to light, and bids 
others bchold it. So true is that of the Apolile, that the 
lewes praiſe i« of God, Was it thought ſuch a matter for 
Achilles to haue the Poet Homey deſcriber of his vertues > 
O the glorie then of the ſincere Chriſtian, that ſhall haue 
God himſelfe the trumpetter of his praiſes ? But he loathes 
and abhorres the hypocrite, cuen as the Romacke doth 
iuke-warme water, hee diſtaſtes him as much as hee doth 
the grofle andopen offenders. Therefore it is that he yokes 
them with ſuch in their puniſhment. Doe good, © Lord,to 
the true in heart : But thoſe that turne a 7 by their croo- 
hed wayes, them (that is, hypocrites) the Lord hall lead 
away with the workes of iniquitie, yea, and reproacheth 
them with their name, when hee inflicts the puniſhment, 
Depart ye workers of mmiguitie. Therctorcit is alſo, that 
when he would threaten a man a grieuous puniſhment in- 
deed, he ſaycs, he will gine him his portion with hypocrites, 
And indeed the hypocrites puniſhment mult needs be verie 
oricuous, ſince hee muſt bee ſpucd our of Gods mouth, 
Now the baſelt places that are, we thinke good enough to 
caſt yp our gorge in, Soodious is the Juke-warme hypo- 


crite in the eyes of God, that in ſome regard he can better * 


away with the ſtarke cold Atheiſt, and openly prophane 
and ſcandalous Epicure, as who would not rather hauc an 
open, then a ſecrer and friend-hke enemie. Chry/offome 
ſayes well, that ſhee is a worſe woman that in hypoctifie 
blurres her face with teares, that ſhce might be tudged an 
humbled Penitentiarie, then ſhce that beavtifies it with 
painted colours, that ſhee mighr bee reputed a faire and 
foucly creature. And inthe ſame proportionof reaſon, we 


may lay that God more hated the Popiſh Phariſaicall 
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t Cor.4,t, 


Ats8.21, 


AQs 16.15- 


| 1iſh pampering of the body with glutronic and belly.. | 


praycr or praiſe. For his ſharpe nolecafily diſcernech,and | 
| is offended with the ltinking breath of his rotten lungs, | 
| though his words be never fo tcented and perfumed with | 
| ſhewes of holinelle, 


[eueritteof their condemnation, 


— — 


pining of the body by counterfer fafting, then the Epicu- | 


- , . . _— [ 
cheere : So out of conceit is God with hypocrific. And | 


this ke ſhewes molt apparantly, in chat he will not endure | 


| hce ſhould come neere him in any ſcruice, or ſacrifice of | 


Scuenthly, an4as in other regards God thinkes him 


| vnfit to come neerc him, ſo ſpecially in the function of the 

| Minifterie. Some ſuch indeed have come ncerc him, as 

| ſudas amorglt the Apoſtles, bur often hath hee cat chem 
out with reproach, as vnſauourie ſalt, into the dunghill; 

| Wharſocuer their other ſuſficicncics,and inablements may 


e, yet their want of aſound heart makes God hold them 
vaworthy of this honourable calliag. Forthis is the ſpe- 
ciall thivg requircd of the difpoſers pf Gods ſecrets, that 
enerie man be found faithfull, Therefore when Simor | 
Hagus would haue beene meddling here, S$:imz0z: Pete r 
thrutt hum away, and told him plaincly, 7hox haſt no part 
or fellow/ſ9ip in this miniftration : And marke the realon | 
why ; for thineheart 75 not right tn the ſight of God. But 
thoughall with this S:-202, arenot thus kepr our, yet God 
ſhewes his diſlike of them ſome other wayes, either ca- 
ſhicring them with great diſgrace, or elſe making both 
them and their miniſterie vile and contemptible : For the 
Lord will be ſanttified in them that come neere him, if not 
inthe ſinceritte of their /azttification, yer certainely in the 


Eightly, and as the hypocrite is thus vnfit for God, fo 
alſo for ail good men tohaue any thing to doe with ; ſuch 
blenyſhes arc they, and indecd the veric botches of any 
Chriſtian focietie. Zydz4 defired Pax! and Sylas yponno 
other condition to enter into her houſe, then this; if rhev 

had 
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had iudged her faithfull : And Daxid having prayed for 
the ſweere company and communionof the godly; Let 
ſuch as feare thee turne vnto me,and ſuch as know thy teſtt< 
| onzes, immediatly addeth another praier : Let my heart 
| be vpright tn thy ſtatuts that I may newer be aſhamed, 11- 
| finuating therby that heſhould be vnhe tor the company of 
Gods chuldren ynlclle his heart were vpright, As thertore 
' inthe tormer ſpecch he praicd forthe company of che god- 
| ly,ſo in thelattertor thac which might make hum mecte tor 
| their company, ſo that hee might bold out in char bletſed 
felowſhip withour being aſhamed,whe in the end tor want 
of lincericy he ſhould be thaken off by his companions: And 
againe,che ſame Prophet deſcribing whac kind of court he 
would haue when he came to the kingdom, bamſhethfrom 
| ir the deceirtul perſon, & makes choite only of the faichful: 
| ine eyes ſhall be te the faithful of the land,that they may 
| awel with me, He that walketh in aperfelt way,he nal ſerne 
me. There ſhall no deceitfull perſon dwell within my houſe. 
Ninthly againe, hypocnlic 1sſo lJoathed by God, that he 
grutcherh ic the leaſt tuccelſe in anything ic gocth abour. 
lacobs fonnes hauing treacheroully ſold their brother, 
would yet cover their (in,as wich a lie, ſo with a fained hy - 
pocriticall conſolation of cheir mournetull olde Father : 
But wichall their words could not they inthe leatt fort 
cheare him vp, They were but 14/crable coinforters, be- 
caulc f:5cd, Hence it 1s that the bleſſing of God is not lo 
viuall,nor1o large. vponthe labors of Hypocrices,though 
neuer ſo well qualified, as of (zncere Preachers,though 0. 
therwite of meaner gitrs, If then wilt true vnto me, then 
ſalt conxert laid God to [cremy. And thus 15 giuenas che 
the reaſon of /oþz the Baptiſts 10 great ſuccelle 1 conuer- 
fjon of ſoules , becauſe he ſhould haue the ſounde and 
powerfull ſpirit of Elias. He ball connert futh the Angell 
to Zacharynany of the children of 1/r.aelto their Lord 
God.Why fot For he ſhall goe before bim, net mthe /jirit of 
Bb hypocrijie, 
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Eſra 7-9,10, te 
| journey, thisreaſon is giuen thereof, euen E/-aes faichfull 


| and honeft heart toGodward. He came to Teruſalem ac- 
| cording to the good hand of his God that was upon him, For 
; Eſra had prepared his heart to ſeeke the Lawof the Lord, 
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h pocrijie, but in the ſpirit and power of Elias. So where 
r cood hand of God is noted in the ſucceſſe of Z/raes 


and to doe tt, (Fc. 

Tenthly, well, but this ſometimes beials finceritie, for 
i:s further triall, to be denied ſucceſſe, God forbid yer that 
any one ſhould be iudged an hypocrite for want of ſuc- 
ceſſe; this would argue want of charitie and iudgement : 
but to ſeethe milerie of an hypocrite in the want of ſuc- 
ceſſe, and the happineſſe of the ſincere profeſſour in the 
ſame caſe, For the one hath comfort in the conſcience of 
his ſinceritie : the other is vexed and tormented with the 
guilt of his ynſoundneſle, and taketh this puniſhment as a 
iuſt rebukethereof. The vnſound Miniſter, let his paines 
be neuer ſogreat, his preaching neuer ſoprofitable, yer, if 
it take not, hath iuſt cauſe ro Jaythe blame not vpon his 
hearers, but himſelfe. For well may he thinke with him- 
ſclfe. How ſhould I looke thar God ſhould prace words 
comming from a corrupt and impure heart, with the at- 
tendance of his holy Spirit? But ſuch Miniſters, as in the 
zwant of ſucceſſe,are privie tothemſelues of their owne fin- 


; Ceritic, they may ſay with Pax/, 2 ( 0r.3-4,5. If our Go- 


ſpell be hid, it & hid to them that periſh. Why ſo? For we 
preach not our ſelnes, but (hrift Teſus the Lord, and our 
[elues your ſernants for Teſus ſake, Marke how the Apo- 
file alleageth his finceritic in the diſcharge of his Minifte- 
rie, asa reaſon of comfort, when it preuailed not; afſu- 
ring himſclfe ypon this ground, that the fault was inthe 
hearers themſelues, and not in him, or in his preaching, 
The hypocrites ſucceſſe then is cither none at all, or com- 
fortleſſe, and ſo as good asnone. For all the joy of his ſuc- 
ceſſeis daſhed with the conſcience of his owne hypocriſie, 


Whercas | 


— _ 
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Whereas the fiacere Chriftian, as heis vnder the promiſe 
of ſucceſſe, and fo otten hath it : ſo when for iult cauſes 


—  — 


God fees it not fir to accompliſh this his promiſe, being 


onely conditionall, yer rhen hath: hee more comfort in his 
[ucceſſeful! ſincer:tie, then the hypocrite for his life can 


haue in his moſt /#ccefſef// and happieſt bypocriſfe. Yea, | 


the fincere Chriſtian 2vcing a beholder of his tucceſle,often 
carries away all the comfort thereof, when the miſerablc 
hypocrite humſelfcis leit dry and deſtitute, The ſuccefle of 


agood worke done in funceritie,is ſpecially comfortable to | 
the worker himſclfe, aboue that-it is to others. Contrari- | 
ly, that comfort which is in the ſucceſſe ofan hypocritical! | 


ood worke is wholly others, rhe workman himſclfe hath 
not the lealt iot, Hence S. Pax/, though the falſe Apoſtles 
wete his aduerfaries,and preached of enuie to vex him,and 
thought little of prouiding matter of comfort for him, yet 
he reioyced in their preaching,and the fruit therof, Wher- 
as yet they themſelues, preaching onely of yaine-glorie 

and contention, could nor haue the leſt comfort thereby, 
Eleuenthly, laſtly;inall dangers,trials,andtemptations, 
Sinceritie maketh vs valiant and couragious, begetting in 
vs the truc,manly,generous,and heroicall ſpirits, cuen that 
Lion-lthe boldnefle ſpoke of in the Prowerbs. Itis not put 
out of countenance with the falſe accuſations of ſlanderous 
tongues. It throweth them off, as Pa/ did the Viper vn- 
hurt ; yea, ina holy ſcorning it laugheth at them, as the 
wilde Aſſe in 7ob doth at the horſe and the rider. No, no, 
the breſt-plate of righteouſneſſe,the brazen wall of a good 
conſcicnce feareth no ſuch arrowes, Ir faith with Pax/, 
[ paſſe not for mans indgement. Though mine aduerſarie 
ſhould write a booke againſt me, would [ not take it vpon 
my ſhoulder, and binde it as 4 crowne vnto me ? ſaith [7cb. 
Yea, further ſaiththat holy man, 7 will tell him the number 
of my gorngs, T will acquaint him with my whole life, and 
let him picke what he canthereour,fo little doe Tknow by 
Bb 2 my 
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my ſelfe: O the confidence of ſaceritie ! Yea, yerfurther, 


Marke 6,20. 


1 Sam. 18.14, 
15+ 


2Tim.1.7. 


Pſal.:19. 


| this ſinceritie will reuize aud refreſh his ſpirit, and put new 


this fence and fortification, how daſtardly a coward they- 


I will come vnto him, not as 2 guiltic trembling ſlaue, bur 
as 4 Prince, that being (trongly guarded both with armed | 
men,and his Subic&s loue; andimboldned with the might | 
and right of his owne power, walks ſecurely, and without | 
feare, O the noble ſpirits of finceritie ! And indeed cuerie | 
true Chriſtian being a ſpiricuall Prince, hath the ſpirit of | 
the beſt Prince, as hauing that princely priuilege of a dou- | 
ble guard, the guard of the Angels withour, and ofa good 
conſcience within, the peace whercof, as the Apoltleipea- 
keth,is in ſtcad of a gxard againſt aduerſarie power, Shall 
now ſuch a Prince, A guarded, regard theenmitic of any ? 
feare threatnings of any,though neuer ſo mightie? No,Wel 
may others feare him, as Herod and Sax/, proud Tyrants 
did, the one John, his poore Miniſter, knowing ſaith the 
Scripture, hewas ainſt man, ard a holy ; the _—_ D amid, 
his poore ſubiect for the ſame cauſe: bur hg feares none but 
God ; neither yet him flauiſhly. God hath not giuen vs the 
ſpirit of feare but of power and loue,and of a ſound winde, 
faith the Apoſtle; oppoſing the ſpiritof feare to the ſpirit | 
of ſoundneſſe and finceritic. And indeed, as thcre is no- 
thing more bo/d then a ſound conſcience; ſonothing more | 
baſe, or ſooner abaſhe(, then au vnſound conſcience deſti- | 
tute of this ſinceritic. £/z4h in his rags had the heart to 
goe meet Ahab in his robes, and Dax1idin the midſt of all 
his reproches, had the face to profeſſe the name of God be. 
fore Kings and Princes, without cuer being blanked at 
their preſence. For, let a man be neuer ſo much deicted, * 


life into him, Contrarily Peter, when hee ruſhed inthe 
preſumption of his deceitfull heart into danger, without 


ee nn COR 


ed hec himſeclfe ? Sec how ſmall athing daunted him; e- 
uen the words of a poore filly wench. Who yer afterward, 
cloathed with this armour , was ſo ftout and manly, 

that 


—— 
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puniſhments what{ocuer, could any thing appall him. So 
in the atflictions ſent by God, O che rehefe that then Sin- 


cauſeth vs to lift yp our heads with ioy , when others are 
at their very wits end for teare, The hypocrite in peace 
and ſecuritic, may ieeme ſtrong and valorous, but le: God 
by ſome afflition dragge him our, as it were by the eares, 
from his lurking-hole, and conuent him before his Tri- 
burall, andchou ſhalt nor fee any thing more abiett or 
heartleſſe, Then is that of che Prophet verified : The fin- 
mers in Sion are afraid , a feare is come among the Hypo- 
| crites ? Who among vs ſhall awell with the denouring fore? 
' Who among vs ſhall dwell with the enerlaſting burnings? 
| But the ſincere heart , cucn in thiscaſe, holds out confi- 
| dent and comfortable. When Chritt ſcemed co ſet him- 
' ſelfe againſt Peter , and to call the truthot his profeſsion 
| into queſtion, with that threetold pinching demand, FS 
| 9201, loweſt thou me ? Peters farthfull heart (till held ic 
| owne,and ouer-came in that wreſtling, Lord, thox know- 
eſt 1 lowe thee. Othe boldnelle of linceritie , that dares 
make God the 7udge , when he makes himſclte the accy- 


er ! When 1-6 had againſt him not onely the Duuell his | 


| enemie, puſhing ar hum with hispoyſoned weapons , bur 
' euen his owne triends,{courging him with: their congues, 
yea, his owne wite athorne pricking him inthe eye; yea, 
his owne God, miſerably laſhing his naked Soule with 
Scorpions, what was it that relicued him againſt all cheſe, 
but the remembrance of his owne yprightnelle in the 
courſe of hislife by-paft ? And therefore he ſaid, /nt;l! 7 
dye I will newer take away my mnocencie from my ſelfe. My 
heart ſhall not reprowe me for my dayes, Who now would 


want ſuch a companion, ſuch a friend 2sSinceritic is, and | 
that ſtickes ſo cloſe vnto vs,and yceldeth ſuch {weere come | 


forc, cuen in our ſoreſt tryals, and heardeft ſtraights? 
Bb 3 Here 


— 


thac not the high. Prieſt himſelfe , norall his Priſons, nor 


—_— 


ccritic yeclds within, when all other chings faile vs 1 This | 


325 


# 


Eſay 33,14. 


loh.21.1f,r 


lob 27.5,6, 


PEP — 


E, 


| 


—— 


A — - — —  ——  — 


326 


Mcanes to ger 
Sinceritie. 


Gen,,. 
Heb, Ie 
Gerg17.t. 


Aﬀs $ &s 


Pſa] 4% 


| 2.Cor.2.17- 


| The deceitfulneſſe of Mans Heart. 


| © » % ' . 0 
| vvith the apprehenſion of Gods preſence, and ſo keepe it in 


Re nat 
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Here then happily ſome, feeling the want of this ſo ne- 
ce{faric a grace, will cnquire concerning the canes to at- 


* taine thercto, 


The firſt meanes is, for amanalwaiesto poſſeſſe his heart 


| his {care continually, ro walks as Enzch did, with God , as 
| beivg in his eye: and ywith oſes, fecing him that is in- 
uiſible, #alke before me, faith God to eAbrah am, and be 
vpright. Firit, walke before me , ſer thy ſeltc inmypre- 
ſence, behold niy. all-{eerng eye , that fccth in the darke c- 
ucn in the darkelt corners of the heart,and then be vpright. 
This apprehenſion of Gods preicnce will quzſh and cruſh 
euen the veric fit rifings of hypocriticall thoughts, 
What? Gods fces me, and ſhall I dare to dally.vyith him? 
Ifbut a man,nay, it but a child could looke into my heart, 
I durſtnot.deale doubly and deccitfully ; How then may I 
darctodo {o, yyhenche God ot Heauen 1s preſent and be- 
holds me? Hypocrifie ariſeth from the ſecret Atheiſm of 
theheart, whereby he ſaith : T#/h, noxeſeeth. And in this 
regard Anani and Sephira, a paire of noble hypocrites, 
are ſaid to rempr Godin ther hypocrife, that is, to make 
tryall of him, whether he were preſent eucry where orno, 
| and ſo knowing all things were able toreucaletheir hypo- 
crifie, And for the ſame cauſe d1d Petey tell them, that rhey 
lied not te men , but to the Holy Ghoſt ; becauſe they 
thought they were out of Gods hearing, and onely Pexey, 
and they with him ,. heard them, Therefore the Church in 
the Pſalmes ſhewerth how they were kept in their finceri- 
tic, fron» dealing fallely in their couenant with God ;- be. 


— 


| 


the ſearcher of the heart. And S. Paulnotably ioynes theſc 
| two together ; Je make not merchandiſe of the Word 
| of God; we play not the huckRters withit : but as of finceri- 
tie, as of God, un the fight of God:/peake wein( hirſ. It is 
| impoſſible for a man to ſpeake as in} Gods preſence , and 
not to ſpeake ſincerely, 


caulc y remembred that God would ſearch it, as _ | 


| 


| 
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A ſecond weaver is, diligently to re-uicw all our works 
of obedicnce, as on:e God did his of creation, and to ob. 
ſeruethe peace and comfort of conſcience which we finde, 
vvhen vve do good things with good hearts, as on the/con- 
trariethe trouble and diſquict of min:ie yvhen vyce do o= 
therwiſe, And withall when wetake our ſelues thus tardy, 
in a holy indignation, to take reucngeof our ſelues, wdy - 
ing and condemning our ſelues before the Lord. The veric | 
thnking of the after-reckonings we muſt come to, when 
we haue done our worke, vy1l! make vs take heede how we | 
doit : For yyho is there that vſeth for all his ations, at the 
dayescnd, to call himſelfe to a ſeuere examination, as the 
hard Maſter doth his ſeruants, that muſt not needes in the 
very middeſt of his ations reaſon thus with himſelfe 
Anon all yyhich now Ido, mult verie narrowly be looked 
ouer, if it bee nor done faithfully and fincerely , I ſhall 
{mart for it then ; O the wrings and ſecret pinches which 
mine owne guiltic heart will giue me; yea, the laſhes 
which by my owne coucnant I am tied to giue my felfe, in 
caſe my worke be found blurred with hypocrifie ! It ſtands 
mein hand thereforc to looke to it,that though my worke, 
by reaſon of my weake kill, be but meane, yet it may'bee 
cleane; though it benor fine, yet it may not befoule , be- 
ing ſoyled and flubbered with the flurre of a rotten 
heart. 

A third eaves, is true Humiliation of ſpirit. For where 
this 1s, there mult needes be the deniall of our ſelues. And 
where there is true deniall of our ſelues there is not hypo. | 
crifie ; which teſtifieth a man encuin _—_— God, to 
ſceke himſelfe, and in preaching Chrift, to preach himſelfe, | 
And therefore the Apoſtle oppoſing his owne fincere, to | 
others deccirfull preaching, ſaith; ze preach not or ſe/ues 
but the Lord Ieſis.This is the ground of all ynſoundnes in 
Religion, this want of humbling and denying of our ſelues. 


| 
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cuenin our beſt ations, with the reipeAs of our owne | 
praiſe and profit. 1 herctore Saint Lxke notes that the | 
wile builder, that 1s, the incere Chriſtian , digges deepes 
| namely, in a deepe humiliation of his owne Soule; where. 
as the tookiſh builder, that 1s, the hypocrite, bxr/ds with 
ot a ſox:d ation, that 1s, enters vpon the profeſsion of Re. 
ligion withour euer being trucly humbledand catt downe 
tor his ſinnes. And hence the building comesto bee vn. 
Noneſt corin- | ſound, becauſe vntounded, That the heart then may 
= Mt | and vpright before God , it muſt firſt as it were make ir 
my | ſelfecrooked in Rooping and bowing it ſelte vnder his 
mightic hand in the exerciſes of hunuliation, Thar the 
heart may be whole, it mult firſt berent and broken. Cor- 
rupt and impure Gold cannot be deſecated and rid of the 
drofle, till it be moulcen and dillolued. Vnſound bodies, 
full of vicious humors , cannot come to any good eſtate, 
ull they bee well cmpricd by purgation : Crooked things 
| cannot be made flraightwithoutthe wringing of the hand, 
| humiliation is chat which melts vs,purgesvs,wrings vs,& 
| ſo makesvs of drofSie pure, of foggie ſound, of crooked 
' ftraight Chriſtians, Doelt thou then defire to be a fincere 
; Chriſtian indeede, a true Diſciple of Ieſus Chriſt, to bee 
| freedof all vnſound mixtures ? Thou mult firſt be broken 
and battered m pieces., by the humbling hand of God, 
thou muſt remember thy Maſters rule, /f any man bee my 
: Diſciple, let hum demehimſelfe, 
| Siacerns, fre | Laſtly, (ir ceritie being oppoſed to mixture, as the no- 
| certa.Donat. | eationot the word teacheth, that which clenſeth our hearts 
| '-trom the defilement of ſuch mixtures muſt needes make 
| Acts 15, vs[incere. Now it 1s Faith which purgeth and purifieth 
| the heart, Faith then apprehending the lincericie of Gods | 
louc in Chritts death co vs, and beholding there how 
Chriſt gaue his heart to be pierced for ys,cannot but make | 
vs returne the like {1nceritie of heart and affeftion to God. 
Plal,z 6.3, Thy loming kindneſſe e faith Daxid,i ener before mez name- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ly, by the apprehenſion of my Faith; Therefore hae 7 | 
walked in thy truth. 90 Pax \hewerh that it was this loue | 
of Chriſtrowards him,which by his faith he apprehended 
and applyed to hun{elfe, that made him deale lo (incere- 
ly, and ſecke onely Gods glorie , cucn then when to the 
world he night {eeme to be mad of pride and vaine-glo- 
rie,in preferring hunſclte before the falſe Apoſtles, 3he- 
ther we be mad, latth he, we are mad to God; that is,when | 
I thus commend my iclje, and boaſt of mine owne mini- | 
ſteric againſt others , and in ſo doing ſeeme mad to you, | 
yet then I reſpe& not my ſelte in ſo doing, bur onely God | 
and his glorie : Orwhether we are tz our right minde,that | 
is, vie ſuchcourſes asto you feeme wiſer, we are it t9 you, | 
We doe it faithfully tor your good. Now marke what it | 
was which made him to doe fo, For the lone of Chriſt | 
conſtrameth vs, becauſe we thits 1d ge, that if onebe dead | 
for all, then were all dead: eAndheated forall , that they 
which line ſhould not benceforthlineta themſclues , but to 
him that died for them, 


Cas SAMS 


The anſwering of the Obieftion which the deceitfull Heart | 
of man might gather out of the former doitrine 
of thehearts deceitfulneſſe. 


VERSE 10, I, the Lord, ſearch, &rc. 


8 His Verſe dependeth vpon the former , asa fe- 
SS crert preuenion of an Obie&ion, which vpon 
kg occalion of the former DoErine of che Hearts 
deceittulnelle, the wicked Iewes might make a- 
gainſt cherhe Prophets threatnings , in this manner: It 
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the heart bee ſo immeaſurably an4 vnſcarchably deccitfull, 
that none can know it, then wee truftto doe well enough, 
for all the inyrard wickednes and hypocrific of our hearts, 
For il none doe know it, then none can punifh it , The 
Lords aniwereis , asif hce ſhould more largely thus hauc 
ſpoken; Nay , ſoft awhile, you runne too faſt : The heart 
cannot bee knowne of any creature , but 7 the Lord, the 
Creatour haue a priuiledge aboue all creatures, rhroughly 
and perfeRly tro know the inmoſt corners of your hearts : 
And therefore neucr thinke that thecloſencſle , and ſe- 
crecic of your corruption ſhall free you from puniſh- 
ment ; for my knowledge of your hearts 15not anidle and 
vaine knowledge , but therefore doc I know them, that 
thercafter , as I ſhall ſee their inward ſoundneſle or falle- 
neſle, ſo I may diſpenſe my rewards , and puniſhments ac- 
cordingly, * 
This is the coherence, 
The ſence. Search and*ry.) That is,moſt cxaQtly know; 
A Mctonymie of the efficient : For by ſearching and try- 
ing, perfe&t knowledge is attained, And withall an e£- 
thropapathy , that is, amannerof ſpecch; whereby God 
for our better vnderſtanding, is made affeed like man:For 
God nceds not any ſearching to come to the knowledge of 
any thing, as mans ignorance doth ; But becauſe mens 
knowlcage is beſt rhere , where the greateſt triall an4 
| ſearch hath beene made, therefore vnder this *phraſe 
it pleateth the Lord to fignifte his full and abſolute knows- 
ledge, 
Hearts and reines.] That is, both thoughts &affeRions, 
the reynes being the ſeate of the ſtrongeſt affeRion, name- 


| Yepnes Jhall ts e for 109. 

To gine.] Either reward of puniſhment : eAccording 

ro 044 wayes, Sometimes the word way, is taken more 
/ {pccial- 


— 
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ly, that which is for gencration. So Prox.23-15,16. My | 
Sonne , if thou bee wiſe , my heart ſhall rezoyce, and my | 
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ipecially for ſome ſpectall courſe in the carriage of ſome | 
particular ation; as Nxmb.22.33. [xdges 4.9. More Numb. 32.22, 
commonly for the genera! courle and carriage of our whole | Iudges 4g, 
les, as P/a/.119.1. Iat.ro.5. So here; eAccoraing to | Matyo,ys. 
the frut of 145 workes, It his workes be good fruit, then | 
reward; it cuill , then puniſhment, Tn the wordes thus 
opencd I contider two points. Firſt , Gods knowledge of 
our hearts,which is ſet forth by the exattneſſe | em "ry 
inregard of the yaner, in words, /earch and try; and in | 
regard of the matte», hearts and reines. Secondly, The end | | 
of his knowledge, That I may gine, Cc. 

To beginne with the firſt, Ir is the conſtant doQtrine of 
the Scriptures cucry where, that itis proper to God alone | 


I es eee 


of the hearts of men ; and therefore denying this knows- | 

ledge to all others in the former Verſe, 3ho can know it * | 

Here he challengeth it ro himſclfe, I the Lord know it, But | 

I fay, Firſt, Of him/elfe , Becauſe by reuelation from him, | 

others may know : as Chrifts humanitic, /ohn 2.24. But | loha 2 244 
Teſtu did not commit h1m'el!fe to them ;, For hee knew thers | 

all : And had no need that any ſhould teStifie of man : for | 

he knew what was 1n-man. $0 allo the Prophet. As 1.Sam. | 1,5amyg,i9e | 
9.19. 7 will te/l thee, faith Samuel to Saul, all that ws 1n thy | | 
heart, No maruaile, when God had told him before. Thus | 

El:fpaſaw the hollow and hypocriticall heart of Gehez:, | 
(Went not mine heart with thee in the way ? ) and Peter, | 1.Kings 54 
of eAnanias and Saphira,So inthe Primitive Church there | Ads 5. 
were ſuch as had the /þi-it of ds/cerniny : But that phraſe | 

of the /þ:rit of d:/cerning, ſhewerh , that they diſcerned | 1,Gor.12.9, 
not mens hearts of themſclues , but by a ſpeciall worke of | 

Gods Spirit, diſcouering them to their eyes, and that wn- | 

lefſe they had plowed with Gods Heyfer, they could ne- | 

uer haue found out the ſo ſecret Myſteries of deceittull | 

hearts, Secondly, 1 ſay that God onely knoweth the 

heart exattly and certainly :; Becauſe Man and Angel: 


may 
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may know it conietnrally, and by way of gheſfing. Pro. 
20.5. ( oun{ell in the heart of man is like deepe water,but 
a man of understanding will draw it out, Here cuct natu- 
rall wiſdome is comparcd to a bucket, which is able, be- 
ing let downe into the dcepelt well, to bring vp the wa- 
ters thereof, So though the heart of many men bee full 
of deepgdeccit, and can cunningly couch naughtineſſe, yer 


| awiſe man by obſeruation of their countena ce, geſtures, 


ſpecches, and ſuch like outward fignes, wil: goe neereto 
diſcoucr them, And therefore Salomon atterward in this 
Chapter, verſ.26. hauing ſaid, that a w/e King ſcattereth 
the wicked, and cauſeth che wheele to turne oner them : 
becauſc it might be 1aid, how can he doe fo, fince wicked 
men haue ſo many couers for their wickedneſle, to hideir 
from the cyes of the world? he addeth, as anſwering this 
obieQion ; The ſoule of man ts the light of the Lord,and it 


ſearcheth all the bowels of the belly. So ſharpeis the noſe, 


cuen of naturall tagacitic, that it is able ro ſmell out, and 
ferret out wickednefle, eucn when it lurkes in her ſecretcſt 
holes, vſing thoſe meancs I fpake of, of diligent obferua- 
tion, inquiſition, of comparing, and laying ſpceches and 
aCtions'together, and ſuch like. But now Gods eyc nceds 
no ſuch ſpeEtacles to looke into theic blinde comers of 


| the heart : For hee harh a fteric and flaming eye, which 


is both the Organe; and the Aeane of ſecing, miniſtrino 


| lightroitſelfe, ro diſcerne all things. Whence it is, that 
| as the Pſalmiſt excellently ſaith, hee krowerth our thoughts 


— 


afarre off ; long before there goe any outward fignes in the 
face to bewray them. According tothat which the Lord 
ſpeaketh of himſelfe concerning his knowledge of the If- 
raclites hearts : 7 kyow bes thoughts enen now, what he will 
doe , before I bring him into the Land which I ſware: 
Whereas the wiſeſt men know them onely when they are 
necreat hand , when they are readie to breake out at our 
faces, eyes, mouthes. So that in this regard wee may iuſt- 


ly 
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ly vſe thatof the Prophet, e-Am I Godneerehandonely, 
and not alſo afarreoff ? Yes Lord thou mult necds bee a 
God a farre off , who knowelt our thoughts ſo farre off, 
cuen before we know them our {clues ; yea, before ever we 
had any being our {clues. Whereas wee poore blind crea- 
tures cannot fee the heart, vnleſle wee may pore vpon it, 
hauing it laid neerc our eyes in outward fignes; and yet 
neither then, can wee ſee it otherwiſe then the man in 
the Goſpell, ſaw men walking as Trees, Thou feelt the 
deccits of the heart, with an ynerring and vudeceiuing 
cye: Wee with an vncertaine , and erroncous, As our 
heart is deceitfull, ſoour cyealloin ſecing , and iudge- 
ing of the deceitfulnefle thereof, ſothatit cannot, when 


concerning avy mans heart , but onely probable, by way 
of diujining. Bur in this conicurall knowledge the An- 
gels ſpecially excell, by reaſon their eyes pierce deeper 
then ours, euen to the ſight of the inward parts of our 
bodics, as wellas of our outward , though yet in the 


The Devill therefore may bce able to giue a ſhrewd gueſſc 
at our thoughts , the rather for that hee himſelfe often 
ſuggeſteth thoughts ynto vs, and hathlibertie giuen him 
to come , though not into the priuie- Chamber of the 
Soule, yet mo the outward Chamber, the Fancie, andto 
worke vpon thoſe phantaſmes, which there he finds. Ne- 
uertheleſſe, hee cannot direftly and certainly ſer downe 
what our owne ſecret thoughts bec, but (till chis Doctrine 
remayneth true, onely God of himſelfe cxa&ly knoweth 
the ſecrets of the heart. There is indeed 2 great. mingle- 
mangle and confuſion of thoughts,cuen as there is of drofſe 
and good mettall in filuer and gold , which lic ſo contuled 


together, that tothe eye of man the drofſe is not diſcer- 
nablc 


it isatthecleereſt ; pgiue any infallible definitiue ſentence | 


— 


- — 


| 


outward they are able to ſee farre more then wee. Hence | 
Daxid ior his wiſdome in finding out of ſecrets, is come | 
pared to an Angell of God, by the woman of Tekea. | 
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| nable. But when they are in the Furnace 2nd fining pot, | 
| then we may ſee them both diſtinAly. That which is the | 
| Furnace to the gold, the fining pot rothe filuer, the fame, | 
Prou-17.3+» | ſaith Salomon, is the Lords flaming eye to the heart of | 
| man; eveninthe midit of the greateſt ſhuffles, and confu. | 
| ions itis a notable diſtinguiſher , cleerely diſcerning the | 
| bad from the good, the baggage and refuge from that 
' which is goodand fine, though they bee neuer ſo trouble. | 
| fomely iumbled together. And no maruell, for euen He//, 
Luke 8-31. | (a placefarre deeper then the heart, Zyke 8.31. farre valter | 
| and wider, being of ſo infinite reccipt, that able tohold | 
| all the damned ſoules and bodies, E/ay 30.33.) and de- 
| ftruttion, (the infinite paines of this Hell ) which (as the 
| Prophet ſpeakethot Hezuens ioyes) eye hath not ſeene, 
care hath not .heard , nor the heart of man once able to 
apprehend the thouſand part of them ) are oper zo the 
eyes of the Lord, how much more then the hearts of the 
children of men ? And hereof the Scriptures giuc a dou- 
ble Reaſon. 

Firſt, Gods Omni-preſence, If a man could bee in any 
place where God were not, hee might eſcape the fight 
[erg 3e24s of his eye, But, can any man (faith the Lord) hide him- | 

ſelfe in ſecret places that I ſhall not ſee him? Doe not 
[ fill Heauen and Earth ? This reaſon Daxid purſuerh 
notably, P/a/.139. throughout, 

Secondly ,Gods forming of the Heart. He that made the 
cye, ſhallnor he ſec? Theeare, ſhall not hee heare ? The 
heart, ſhall not he vnderſtand? Artificers know the natvre 
and properties of their works; and ſhall God onely be ig. 
norant ofhis workmanſhip?This reaſon alſo D auid vrgeth 
in the ſame Pſalme, verſe 12.13. The darkneſſe hidethmee 
not from thee, For thou haſt poſſeſſed my reines , thouhaſt 
conered me in my mothers wombe. 

To theſe two Reaſons I adde a third , namely, that 
God is the preſeruer and ypholder of the heart, «As 17. 


In 


Iſfay 30 33» 


Pſal.139.12,13 
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' In him we liue, moxe, and haxe our betxr, Which isto be 
vnderſtood as well of the motions of the mind,in thou ohts 
and deſires, as 0: the body. The minde is borne vp by 
God, cuen inthe a& of thinking, farre otherwiſe then the 
earth bearcth vs in walking. Thecefore it cannot be, þut 
GoJmult needsperceiuc the motions of our mines, euen 
as the ſenſleſle earth, if it had ſenſe, mult needes perceiue 
the motions of our bodics, 

The Vie x. This ſerueth to afſureour faith, that the 
Scripture is the Wordof God. For it is proper onely to 
God,to know theſecrets of our hearts, Butthe Scriptures 
doe notably lay open the cloſe corruptions of our hearts 
vnto vs, inſomuchas we muſt nceds be forced with the 
vnbeleeuing Idiot, to fall downe on our faces, andro ſay, 
Uerily God is here ;- itis hce that ſpeaketh, And as the 
woman of $4maria, when ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer her 
ſecret adulrerie, then ſhe gaue ouer wrangling, and went 
to her neighbours, ſaying, Come and ſee a man, that hath 
told me all that ener I hane done : ts not he the Meſſiah ? 
ſowe, ſeeing our hearts ſo lively decyphered vnto vs in 
the Scriptures, mayin like ſort cry out one to another; 

Come and ſee a Booke, that tels vs all that is in our hearts: 

mult not this needs be his booke who onely knoweth the 

heart? Beſidcs that , as the Scriptures doe dere our 
thoughts in generall, ſo ſome particular mcns in ſpeciall. 
| As, what was Hamens proud thought, whenthe King al- 
ked him what ſhould be doneto the man he would honor : 
what was Aſichels deſpightfull thought, when ſh:c ſaw 
her husband dancing : - what was Sax/s murtherous 
thought, when Dama played on the Harpe betore him : 
what was Fel:x Couetous thought, when hce talked pri. 


'Y, 
uatcly with Pax/: what was the Phariſees detrating 


— 


thought, when the wom:n wiped our Saxionrs feet at the 
table? Theſe perſons had ſo much wit as to keepe their 
owne counſell, and in many of them, ſhame muft needs be | 


of 
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of force to keepe them trom babbling their owne ſecrets, 
and vncouering their owne filthy nakednefſe, How then 
is it poſhble forys to imagine how the writers of tholc 
Hiſtories, ſhould come tothe knowledge of ſuch ſecrets, 
otherwiſe, then by the reuclation of the Spirit of God ? 

/Secondly, this mult teach ys in confeſſion of our finnes, 
not to conceale any thing,but to powre out our ſoules like 
water, for God hath a darting and piercing eye, that ſees 
the verie bottome of our hearts. This viſe [o/pxa made of 
the dodtrine to cLchan, when God by lot had deteRted 
him; CAy /ozze, give glorievnro God, namely, theglorie 
of his omniſcience, thou ſceft already the depth ot his 
knowledge is greaterthen the depth of thine owne deceit- 
full heart, conteſſethy ſinne therefore vntoGod, cuen the 
whole circumſtance of the matter, A malcfatour would 
not conceale any thing trom the Iudyge, if hve were cer- 
taine the Tudge knew all, And in truth, when wee goe 
about to hide any thing, wee rather hide God from onr 
ſelues, then or:r ſelues from God, wee put our our owne 
eycs, not Gods, 

Thirdly, this muſt cauſe vs to be fincerc and conſtant in 
all the duties of godlineſſe. 1 Theſſ. 2.3,4. Wehandlednot 
the word of God deceitfully,we [}eak not as they that pleaſe 
men, but God, which trieth the hexyts. So the Church, P/. 
44-18, 19,20, 21. After the profeſſion of their integritie, 
eucnin the middeſtof heauie perſecutions, giueth this as 
the reaſon of this their ſo doing : /f we haze forgotten the 
name of our God, and holden wp our hands to a ſtrange 
God, ſhould not God ſearch this out ? for hee kaoweth the 
ſecrets of the heart. Whenſomerhing we are to doe, mult 
be ſubie& to the cenſure of ſome {peciall wiſe, iudicious 
man, alas, how doth the ſharpneſlc of his iudgement ſcare 
vs, and what care and circum{pection vſc wee in ſuch ca- 
ſes? Well, all our a&ions whatſocucr muſt come vnder 
Gods ſcanning, and they muſt abide the cenſure of that 


P.irc 
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ure and ſeuere eye that cannot behold the leaſt iniquitie, 


we take no care how to pleaſe it 2 O that wee could but 
bringour ſclues once to gtue that reſpect to Gods eye, 
which we doe to mans. Ir 1strucindeede,the Apoſtle con- 
demneth eye-ſeruice in fcruants to theirmaſters, Bur Vet 
this eye ſeruice to men ſhall condemne our want of eye- | 
ſeruice to God: and would to God by their example, wee 
could lcarneto pertorme eye-ſeruicero God. The (eruanc 
though he worke 1dlely and lazily, when his Maſters eye is 
oft him, yet painetully when ic is on him, Gods cyeis al- 
way on vs, andcheretore if wee had chat reſpe& of our hea- 
uenly Maſter, which of our carthly ; weeſhould alwayes 
performe obedience to him, Eye-ſeruice, performed to 
God, muſt needes beelafting and continuing ſeruice, If 
thoucanit find a time when Gods eye is off thee, I will 
then giue thee leaue to giue ouer thy worke, orto worke 
vnrowardly : bur fince Gods eye 1salwayes onthee, why 15 


And ſhall we nothing reuerence or re(pe& this eye ? Shall | 


not thy eye alſo alway on him , as Enochswas? Why wal- 
keſt thou not as in the preſence of this God ? Why labou- | 
reſtthou not in all thy {eruices to approue thy ſelte to this 
eye that ſceth inſecrer, and is able by ir owne Chryſtall | 
brightnetTe to diſcouer the ſmalleſt mote of hypocrilic in | 
the blindeſt nooke of thy heart ? That ſo when ir ſhall | 
come totakea view of chem, it may giue witneſſe torhem; 
and acknowledge them, though not, as once thoſe ſolely 
his own in the creation, for very good, yer for good in pait, 
for good (incerely, though not good perfe&tly, This vic 
Damrid made of this Dottrine to himlelfte, P/a/.119.168. 
I hame kept thy precepts , namely,conſtantly and fincercly, 
for all my wayes are before thee. 


Fourchly, this muſt reſtraine vs euen from ſecret ſinnes, 
which wee might commit without the priuitie of any 0+ | 
cher, For, whereſocuerthou arr , there isan eye that jees 
rhee, an care thar heares thee , a hand that Regiſters thy 


Cs a&ons, 


Pſal.r19.168. 
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| aions, By this argument $9/o902 dehorterh from adul. 
; terie, whichtorche moſt part is commirred in the night, 
| 10b.24.5. becauſe all che wayes of men arc open and na- 
| kedto Gods eyes, What borrible Acheiſine doth this ar. 
| Mr the preſence of a little Child ſhall hinder vsfrom 
« 


| 
, 


ie doing of ſome wickednelle, when Godspreſence can- 


not ? Bur as our Sauiour ſpeaketh concerning Killing : fo | 
| I of Seeing z Feare not them chat can ſee the bodyonely, | 


but feare hum that can ſee the Soule allo z ro whom night 
and light, day and darknetle are all one, who can as ealily 
ſee thee in the deaddarknelle ofthe night, asat high noon 
in the cleare(t Sun-ſhine ; as well whenche Candle 3s our, 
as when lighted, bim I fay feare, It weedid belecue this 


; vbiquiticot Gods eye, how.would it quaſh theveric. fir(t 


—- — — 


— 


— — 


riſing of euill thoughts in our hearts? The eye of man 
drayvcs from v$-a Care of our outward behauiour : why 
then ſhould not the eye of God draw from thee a care of 


; the inward behauior of thy heart, ſince God ſees thy heart 


betterthen man thy face , and vnderſtands thy thoughts 
better then man thy words? Little Children when in the 
middeſt of their diſorders they ſpic once their fathers eye, 
they are huſhed preſently : So ſhould it be with vs , when 
through forgettulnelle of this all. ſeeing eye of our hea- 
uenly Father continually ouer-looking vs, our hearts haue 


begun to breake looſe, and to ſport themſelues in yaine | 


andidle thoughtsand delires ; then ſhould wee conſider 
that all this while Gods eyc hath beene fixed on ys ! Wret- 
chesthenthat we are, that haue had our Fathers eyetobe 
a witneſſe of our miſdemeanour ! T hen n this cafe ſhould 
this ſpirituall eye of God work the fame ecftc in vs,which 
once the bodily eye of Chriſt in Peter. Ic ſhould euen 


. | dathvs,and ſhame vsin the middeſt of our linne, If being 


in the ſight and preſence of our berters, whoſe grauitic and 


| authoricie claymerth ſpeciall reyerence at our hands , wee 


yer not knowing of ar, haue beene otherwiſe in our ſpeech 


and | 


[ 
} 


; 


| 
[ 


|} 


x 
: 
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| areled to be ſlamne ? If thou ſay, Behold we know not of it, 


: 
' 


: 
F 


f 


| geth not asman wdgeth, bythe/eeing of the eye, by the 
| hearing of the eare , by outward appearances, 
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and behauiour then became vs, wee no ſooner ſee them, 
but are aſhamed preſently, and are ready to cric them mer. 
cie, Should we not doe the like, much more, when wee 
haue offended and grieued the holy eye of che Lord with | 
any vndecent behauiour , though but our heart onely ? 
Should we not ſay as once [acob in Berhe/(lince God is } 
preſent in all places as well as in Berhe!, chough not with 
{0 ſpeciall a kind of preſence.) Swrely God :5 here, and 1| 
Was not aware * 

Fifchly,this muſt make vs take heede off deceiuing our 
ſclues with vane pretences, in ſhitung of good duties, or 
in exculing ourlinnes, If wecan find but the leaſt ſtarcing 
hole, if wee can gee but the (illieſt pretexc by the fingers 
end, how glad are we of it? How faſt doe we hold it ? Bur 
alas, Gods eye can eaſily ſee chrough theſe Figge-leaues, it | 
can calily ferch 44am out of the thickers, The Anatomiſt 
doth not fo clcarely ſee the inwards of the body he hath 0. 
pened, as God doth theſecrec deceit of our hearts,though 
neuer ſo fairely cloaked and coloured, Away then with 
all dawbing. Be not decetued , ſaid the Apoltie to thoſe 


whoſe wit could find out lurking-holes enough for their 
wickedneſle in detrauding Gods Miniſters , God w:/ not 
be mocked. And excellently Salomon, Deliner them that 
are drawne to death , and wilt not thou preſerne them that 


he that pondereth the Hearts doth he not underſtand ? 
Sixthly, This Doctrine is full of iweere comfort, and 
chat in ſundry caſes. Firſt, in the yon iudgement of 
men often vnder- valuing of vs, and depreſzing vsfarrc bc- 
ncath ourinferiours. As the Corinthians did Pax! vnder 
their ſhallow-headed Verbalilis , not worthy tocarric his | 
Bookesafcer him tor ſound and ſubilantiali learning, Our | 
comfort here isthis, that God ſcerth nor as man ſeech,uud- 
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' comes topaſſe, thatvyhenthe falſe and inindicious cycof | 
man, too too much afteed vvith outward ſhewes , hath 

| preferred bold 7 hraſces bctore their betters,that cannot in 
like pompous otentation ſer forth themlelues, 3nd hath ad. 
iudgcd preeminence rather to Eliaſhebs outward perſon, 
then D2uids inward parts; yet God comming after, reuer- 

| ſeth audappealeth this ,vnrighteous lu!gment , thruſting 
downe proud ignorance from the head of the table to the 
foot, and lifting vp humble knowledge from the foote to 
thehead. Thus Pax! relicued himſclite when he was thus 
diſparaged by the Corinthians ; 7 paſſe not, ſaith he, to bee 
indred of you ; 1 meaſure not my elite by any mans iudge- 
ment : He that indgeth me 15 the Lord, Wherefore as yyee 
hauc no reaſon to flatter our ſelues vyhen menflatter vs, ſo 
neither alwaies to diſcourage our ſelues when men diſcou- 
rage vs,as mens pra:/es mult not r:ick/e vs, fo neither al- 
wayes their d:;/pra:/es trouble vs, For true, both praiſe and 
diſpraile is from God, who ſcarcheth the heart, and trieth 
the reines, Heed not then mens judgement oucr-much, 
but againſt their blacke coales comfort thy ſelfe with 
' Gods white ſtone. Secondly, here hence alſo vve may ga- 

ther comfortin faKe imputations and flanders, As this was 

[obs comfort in the aſperſion of hypocrifie, Ay witneſſe i 

in heauen, and my record on hizh. Thirdly , It tteedeth alſo 

| for comfort in the preuailings of the wicked againſt vs, and 

' that vnder colour of right , Pſal. 7,9. O let the malice of 

| the withedcome to anend; but 7uide thou theinft: For the 

; righteons Lord ſearcheth the hearts and the reynes. And 
| therefore he ſceth the innocencie and finceritie of the. 
{ one, the fraud and bypocrifie of the other, notwithſtanding 
1,Chron, 16.5. | all their goodly words. The eyes of the Lord looke downe 
| from heanen, to ſhew himſe/fe ſtrong to them that are of a 
perfe heart: namely, in the end, at laſt, even when 
ſ they are molt weake in themſclues, to giue them the 
yiCtoric, 


— - 
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Fourthly. Burt moſt cordiall is that conſolation which 
this dodrine miniftreth in our temptations 2nd inward con- 
flicts with Satan and our owne Confciences, crying out a- 
gainſt vs, that we are not that vvhichothers and our ſclues 
haue thought , that vve haue not fo much as the lea 
dramme of any goodnefſe. And indeed, in temptation, our 
finnes often preſent rhemiſelucs in ſuch a multitude , that 


they wnolly inte: cept fromour eyes the fight of grace. Yet | 


here in the defet of cur owne knowledge we muſt comfort 
our {clues with God; and ſay vvith Ezechiah , in that his 


grieuous triall, 0 Lord thou knoweFt Thane walked with a | 


perfett heart before thee, Thus Peter, vyhen Chriſt lay 
grating vpon him vvith that threcfold interrogation, S:- 
mon, loueſt thow me? thereby renewing the bitter memorie 
of his threefold deniall , and in effeR, faying thus much: 
How can I thinke that thou vvho halt fo often denied me, 
doeſt loue me? he yet ſuſtained hjmſclfe with this medita- 
tionof Gods knowledge; Lord thou knoweſt all things thou 
knoweſt that I loxe thee, The Apoſtle ſheweth, Rom. 8.36. 
that ſometimes, inthe extremitie of affliction , vvee are ſo 
confounded inour ſelues,that though indecd yye dopray m 
our ſecretſighes and ſobs, yet vve __ not that yvce 
pray. For ſo I take it thattext may 

what we pray. The fleſh vvith her murnurings makes ſuch 
a dinne, that wee can hardly heare the yoyce of the Spirit, 
mixing vvith the flaſhes roarings and repinings, his pray- 
ings, fohes and ſobbings. But becauſe a poore ſoule would 
hence diſcomfort jt ſclfe, and thinke yyhat good vvill ſuch 
confuſed prayers do me , vvhich I ſcatſe diſcerne my ſeltc? 


cread; Wee know not 


4 


The Apoſtle anſwereth notably , oppoſing to his obie- | 


ion the comfort of this doftrine of Gods knowing the 
heart: But he that [tearcheth the heart he knoweth the 
meaxing of the ſpirit. Marke how he oppoſeth Gods know- 
ing of our prayersto our owne not knowing, As if he ſhould 
fay : Let not this trouble thee , that thou canſt not percceiue 
fy that 


Ifay 33.3. 


Ioh. 21,1516. | 
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thatthou prayeſt , Donot therefore thinke thou canſtnor, 
thou doſtnot pray; Forthough thou know not vyhat 1t 1s 
thou praycſt, yer God the ſearcher of the heart, vvho is 
oreater then thy heart, he knoweth and approucthalſo thy 
prayer, Diſcourage not then thy ſclte'oucr-much in the 
vvant and feeling of grace inthy telic, Remember that God 
ſces, as thateuill , ſo alſo that good vvhich ſometimes 
thou ſeeft not in thy lelfe, 

And therefore as thou oughteſt not to bee ouer-con- 
fident in thenor fecling of finne 1n thy ſelfe , but to ſay 
with the Apoſtle, Though I kaow nothing (that is, no 
euill) by my ſel fe, yet am I not thereby inſtifica;, lo neither 
to be too farre deieted inthe nor-tecling of grace, bat by 
like proportiol to lay, Thoxgh I know no god in ry [elfe, 
yet am I not thereby comdemned.Somuch of thefiiſt point; 


Gods knowledge of the heart : The ſecond followerhy the 


end of this knowledge, That 1 may cine to exery man ace 
cording to his wayes, > c.The which words we vvill confie 
der, firſt, in the refercnceto the former: Secondly , apart by 
themſehes, 

Our of the former conficeration, we learne, 

Firſt, That good and cuill thoughts and defires , in 
Gods account, are good and cuill workes. For God : here 
ſaith, he taketh through notice of the heart, that hee may 
recompence men according to rheir workes , Thereby 
iwploying , that if hee did not ſce the, heart, rhere mutt 
needes ſcape many wicket thoughts and defires vnpumiſh- 
cd, many good ones allo go vnrewarded; and fo he ſhould 
not bceable ro giue to-cuery worke his proper recom- 
pence, namely, to the inward workes of the heart, the 
thoughts and defires thereof, Concetning cuill rhoughtrs, 
Peters ſpeech is excellent to Simon CAagns: Pray to 
God, that if it be poſſible, the thought of thy heart may 
be forginen thee. Forgineneſle p-cluppoſeth deſert-of 


puniſhment ; puniſhment an cuill worke meriting it, 
- for 
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' loue,, and hke both the one, and the other. This ma- 
| Kethagainlt them , that make no bones of cuill rhoughts, 
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for puniſhments are onely awarded to workes. For good 
thoughts and Gelires Paxls ipeech is excellent, It is God 
that worketh both to will and do. If both be his owne 


workes, the deftreas well as the deede, he muſt n-cccs 


a5 though no other euill workes , then ſuch as bee out- | 
ward, Secondly Tt ſcructh for comfort to the children of 
God, dilabled ſometimes by want of outward helpes, or 
otherwile, for the performance of ſome kinde of cutward 
obedicnce. Thete wutt remember how highly God ap- | 
prizeth good purpoles, and defites, accepting and rc- | 
warGing them , when they come to him, as if they came | 
accompanied with the deedes ihemlielues. Daxid did but 
con-ci:c a purpo!c to buile Goda houſe; God rewarded 
it with the buil.ling ,-and eſtabliſhing of Dauzds houſe; | 
2.54. 7.16. Hce did but conccive a purpole to con- 
feſle his finne; Gods carc was in his heart, before Da- 
ids conteſſion coul.l bee in his tongue, P/al.32.5, The 
poore beggars that haue wanted foode for themſclues, 
Chriſt yet ſhall ſay at the laſt day, yec haue fed me when 1 
was lungry, onely in regard of their ftrong affeRion, -if 
they had had abilitic. The prodigall child, when he was 
bur conceiving a purpoſe of returning, was preucnte« by 
his Father, fiſt comming to him, Luke 15.20. and Eſay 
65.24. God will az/wer vs before wecall, that is, in our 
purpoſe of prayer. O ſweet comfort ! when wee ad= 
dreſſe our ſelies to prayers in our private medita- 
tions, and bethinke our ſelues of our ſuhdry wants, 
wee purpoſe with our ſelues to begoe ſuch and ſuch 
things, vvhereof yet happily wee forget ſome in the 
yocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoule now thinke that 
the memories weakenefle ſhall any thing preiudice 
her in this caſc? No, thy purpoſe of asking the thing 
forgotten , was a molt effcCtuall asking of it, and vnto 
Ca H thee 
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thee belongerth the comfort of that ſaying. / 1.7 heare 
before they call. 

Secon.ily , That God eſteemcth of the goodnefſcof our 
outward workes by our hearts, Therefore herc he laith, 
that he firlt ſearcheththe heart, beforc he recompence the 
worke, If God iudged of workes onely by the outward 
matter of them, there needed rhen-no looking into the 
heart , for the iuſt diſpenſing of rewards, and puniſh- 
menrs, Now there are two things more elpecially in the 
heart, whereby God iudgeth of our workes, Firſt, 
Faith, vvhich cle-nſcth the heart, an { maketh it a good 
treaſurie, firfor a good man to bring 'orth good things, 
vvhich alſo propounderh vnro vs, and vrgeth vpon ys the 
commandement of God, preſcribing the- good yyorke 
to be done : vyhence that title of the Law of Fajeh, 
and vvhencealſo our obedience is called theobedtexce of 
Faith, Secondly, A fincere affection , chiefely reipedting 
Gods glorie , and the Churches good inthat vve do, The 
vie, Firſt Againſt the Papiſts,that vpon ſuch places as this, 
vyould found the doctrine of merit. But here God layes 
hee lookes into the heart; vvhen hee vvould reward 
the outward vverke. So thatthcre is no vvorthincſle in 
the outward yvorke it ſelfe , bur it is ſomething vvithin 
the hcart , which procureth the reward to the outward 
vvorke, and that is ſpecially as I ſhewed, faith in the 
blond of Ieſus Chrifſt.2. Againſt the vyvorkes of morall and 
ciui!l men; which though beautifull m the eics of the world 
are vet deformedbefore God,becauſe they neither low out 
of a pure iountaine of a purged heart, nor arc refer:ed to 
wſt ends. Let the cinill man know, that vvhen he picſlemes 
God yvith his outward rightco:ſncſle , looking for 
ſome reward, the dung of his ſacrifice ſhall bce throwne 
in his face: for God vvill looke into his heart, and 

: 3 
finding it vnbaptized, bee will bid him looke into the 
rockes whercout his workes yyere bewen, and into 
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| xot, Loe, preaching it ſelte though in Chritts Name , 
cauſe yet not for Ch-iſts Name, is, with God, but a worke 
of iniquitie, aud Hell fire is the reward of t, So Cairns 
outward wo:kes in ſacrificing were the ſame with his Bro- 
thers, and yet Saint John ſaycs , Cains workes were eni!l, 


; 
; 


ſting out of Deuils, &c. but receiving that fearc{ull anſwer, 


his Sacrifices, hce had not done well as yet. And fo the 
Tewes Sacrifices arc i indignation reieted , with a , who 
required theſe things ? Becauſe indeede , Gol did not re- 
quire bodily excrciſe, diuorced from the fpirituall ; the 
ſhell without the kernell, the huske without the Corre, 
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the hole whercout they were digged , and then aske him, 
how that can be clean< which hath ſo impure an origimall? 
Thirdly, Againſt Hypocrites,that with their leaucn, ſore 
the beſt workes they doe. It God in wdging of good 
workes did not looke to the heart, an Hypocrite might 
ſp-ed as well as the beſt Chriſtian. But heere wee ſee the 
xffe ion an4 diſpoſition of the heart is all in all with God. 
We indecdindge of the heart by the worke : God contrari. 
ly indgeth of the worke by the heart, Wefirſt approue the 
worke, and then the Workman : But God firſt hath reſpect 
to Habel, and then to his Sacrifice, Though the matter of 
the worke bee neuer ſo good , yet the corruption of an vn- 
ſanRificd heart will marre all, and change the nature of it, 
And as it will bc no excuſe before God , when the matter 
of the worke is ill, ro plead the goodnefſe of the heart ; fo 
neither; when the heart is naught, to plcad, that the mat- 
tcr of the worke is good. Whereof wee havenotable ex- 
amples, E/ay 58. inthe Tewes vrging God with their Fa- 
Ring, and yet (ent away emprie ; and in thoſe Reprobates, 
Alat.7.allcadging their preaching in Cluiſts Name, ca- 


Depart from mee yee workers of intquitte : 1 know 
C- 


and Abelr good. And God himfelfe ſaid to Caine, If thn 
dreft well ſhalt thou not be accepted ? As though for all 


the carkaſe without the foule. Hence ir is that the Loid 
caileth 
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calleth the Iewes Incenſe and Sacrifice , though comman- 
ded by himfelfe, therr owne wayes., And in aro: her. place 
his owne Sacrificc, the Sacrifice of Fooles. For as 1ſartial 
ſaid to Fidentine, the Booke thou readelt is mine, but when 
thourcadclt it 4ll, rhen it begins to be thine : ſo may God 
ſ:yro Hypecrites - Theſe w orkes of Prayer, hearing, &c. 
are mine, but when you gocabour them thus yntowardly, 
and performe them thus cocruptly,then they are your own, 
I will acknowledgg them no Jopger for mine, Ilce then, 
that it isnot fafe for vs to rcſt inthe outward worke , but 
that wee had need tolooke to our hceatts in all the ſeruices 
we performe. For God will looke to our hearts in iudging, 
and inrewaiding. And that which God moſtlookesto in 
rewarding ; that had wenecd molt looke to in prattijing. 
As the workmanin the Coingof any worke, will bee moſt 
carefall mn that part of it, wherein hee knoweth the eye of 
him, for whom he worketh, willbe moſt cariorns, If God, 
when thy Prayer ſhall comg to bee weighed in his ballan- 
ccs, ſhould then eſpecially ſtand ypon thy tongue, ypon 
thy phraſe of ſpeech, vpon the tune of thy voyce, &c, 
then it would ſtand thee in hand in praying , ſpecially to 
minde theſe things. But ſince it is the »ffcion of thy 
heart, hee will aboueall things make inquiric of, conſider 
then what afolly it is inpraQtifing,, to bee moſt diligent in 
that, whereof God in examining will be moſt regardleſle; 
and to be moſt negligent there, where wee ſhall bee ſure to 
find him moſt Ari, and ſcucre. And withall confider thine 
owne miſcrie, who depriucſt thy ſclfe both. of mans , and 
Gods reward, For the very mattcr of thy worke will 
make thee odious to the World, as carefuily flying the 
very appearance of good , as the Apoſtle bidderh vs to 
flic the appearance of euill, But the corrupt m4nzer of thy 
worke will make thee twice as odious toGod , to whom 
alwayes , Fained Santtitie is doable mquitie, Withall 
conſider , what agricfc it muſt needs be to thee at the laſt 


day, 
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day, to ſee others mites receiued for their finceritie , and 
thine owne ra/ert refuſed for thy hypocriſie : to ſec others 
cups of co!d water mercifally rewarded , and thine owne 
giuirtg the Cup of Chrilts Bloud, the Water and Brcad of 
eterna!l Life, ſencrely puniſhed, 

Fourthly , This muſt teach thee wh. 1 after long ont=- 
ward praQtice of Godlineſſe , thou findcft notthe true re- 
ward of Godlineſle, thento enter into thine owne heart by 
examination , and to confider whether thou art guiltie of 
| hypocrifie or no. For true God/ineſſe is great gaine: and 
God alwayes is iuſt,giuing men 1ccording totheir workes, 
but yer m-aſuring the workes by the heart. If then thou 
doing workes outwardly good, receiue an anfwerable re- 
ward, doenot therefore challenge God of iniuftice , ( as 
thoſe Iewes, WPherefure haue we faſted , and. thon ſceſt it 
not ?) but thy (elfe of vnſoundneieof heart. Which cor. 
re& thou, and thou then ſhalt ſee there will beno cauſe for 
thee to complaine of the Lord. 

Fiftly, Heere allo is comfort to thoſe that haue with 
goo hearts, done many good workes , which yet are il! 
taken, and ill rewarded of men, Men cannot (ce our hearts, 
and therefore what marucl1 , if they doe not alwayes re- 
ward ys according to our workes'? If the wicked Tewes 
could hauc ſeene how louingly, and tenderly Chrifts heart 
was affeQed tothem, they would berter have rewarded his 
Miniſtery, then that hee ſhould haue needed to conplaine, 
Thane laboyred iy vaine,] hage [hent my ſtrenoth, &-c,Bur 
our conifortis, fo as was Chriſts, that ozr w-rke, rnough 
neuer ſo much rejected of men , is yet with our God, m 
timeto bce rewardedof him. Becaulc hee feerh our ſound 
and fairhfall hearts , and thar to this end, that hee may re- 
ward ys according to our wozkes, The dutie of reprehen- 
fion Chriſtianly performed is a good worke , yet how 
diftaſttull ro the reprehended, and how thankeleſſe an ot- 
fice ? Yet wee muſt not bce diſcouraged , though by the 
per- 
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performance of this dutie wee purchaſc ill will at mens 
hands. For God ſeeing the integritie of our heart, will re- 
ward vs accordingly, cauſing vs at length to find more fa- 
uour, eucn with the reprehended themſelues, then thoſe 
that haue clawed or flattered, Prou.28.23. 

Now I come to confider the words in themſelues , ob- 
ſeruing three points in chem, the rewardey ; the rewarded; 
the rule of rewardins. 

Firlt, The rewarder, God. That [ may guee, &c. Here 
we lcarne ; | 

Firſt, That God hath an infinite treaſurie, both of re- 
wards,and puniſhments , who giueth to cuery particular 
man his iult portion cither of the one, or of the other, He 
is 11 vnemptiable fountaine of goodnefſethat can neuer be 
drawne dry. His rewarding of one , doth not diſable the 
wwarding of another, neither doth he ſo ſpend himſelfe in 
conferring his bleſſing vpon any, that they which come af- 
ter ſhould nced to ſpeake vnto him as E/ax to 1/aach , I: 


all £n ? Haſt thou neuer a bleſſing left behind for vs ? 


Gods reward is not like the blefſing of //aack, whichcould 
be beſtowed onely on one, For God himſelfe the rewar- 
dey, is alio the reward, and therefore as he tels Abraham, 
an excecding great, an infinite reward, able to fatisfic infi- 
nite Worlds. His Iuſtice alſo , being as infinite , as his 
Mercie, cannot but furniſh him with like varietie of iudge- 
ment , that as in Heaucn there are many Manſons, and 
Princely Palaces, fo in Hell alſo many Priſons many dune 
gcons ; thar as his Cheſts and Coffers are tull of precious 
Pearles and Jewels, ſo his quiuers of peſtilent Arrowes 
prepared for the ribs of the vngodly. So that wee necd not 
feare that of our /chonuab , which they of their 7upzter, 
that if, as often 2s men ſinne, the Thunderbolts ſhall flic 
abroad, he would quickly be ynfurniſhed of weapons. The 
vie is this, as to terrific the wicked, ſo to encourage the 
oodly. It is a comfort: to ſeruc ſucha Maſter , as beſides 
his 
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his willingneſſe, is alfo able to reward vs. Therefore wee | 
ſec how Kings teruices in this regard are mott ſought af. 
ter. Neucr thengrow wee wearie of ſeruing this Maſter, 
with whom is ſuch plentic of reward , whole is the carth, 
and the fulneſle thereof, the Heauens and all their furniture, 
and at whoſe right hand is fulneſſe of pleaſures for eucr- 
more. Who may fay vnto vs of all other baſe Maſters, as 
Saul of Danid, Can the ſonnes of Whai gize you Vine- 
Jaras, and Orchards ? Can they make you Captaines oner | 
Þefries, and oner hundreds ? So canthe Deuill,the World, 
the Fleſh, inſtate you into the felicitic of my choſen? Can 
they make you Kings, and ſet you inthe Chaire of Eſtate? 
The ſeruice of God is areward ſufficient toir ſelfe,and farre 
from} his Seruants is the baſe mindes of Mercenarics, 
Neuertheleſſe it is fit , with CI7o/es , to quickenour dul- 
neſſe, with the conſideration of the. great recompence of | 
reward, 

Secondly, That whoſocucr bee the inſtruments either of 
our rewards or puniſhments, God ſtill is the chicfe both 
rewarder and puniſher : That [may grize, The vie where- 
of is, both totcachvs thankefnulnefſe tro God, when re. 
warded; and patience , when correted. by men. It may 
be thou haſt deſerued well of thoic men, that deale vnkind- 
ly withthec, But yer confider whether in the ſame thing, | 
wherein thou haſt deſerued well of man,thou hauec not de- | 
ſerued ill of God, becauſe happily in theſe dutics perfor- 
med to man, thou haddeſt no reſpect of God, It fo, then 
acknowledge that God hath found out thy finne,complam 
not of mens ynkindnefſe and iniuſtice, God is iuſt intheir 
injuſtice, it is be that thus puniſheth thee, | 
Thirdly, That whatfocuer be the worke for which wee 
expeRa reward, it is God that muſt reward it, This muſt 
teach vs in the workes of the ſecond Table, Which re- 
e& man, to hauc an eye vito God, and to pertorme 


, in ſcruing of ſcrue God 
them as vito God, and ſo in icruing of man to icrue 8 
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For it is God that muſt reward them, and that (asI ſhew- 
ed) doth reward them, euen then when meureward then : 
For it is hee that inclinerth their hearts thereto. How then 
can we expect a rewardof God there,where we haue done 
himno ſeruice? If in fercummg of men thou haſt (eruced thy 
ſelfe,and ſought thy ſelfe rather then God, when thou com- 
mett for thy rew ard, Gods anſwere will be;let ham reward 
thee whom thou ſcruedRt, Thou ferued(t thy ſelfe, reward 
thy ſelfe then if chou wilt; for I never reward any ſeruices 
but mine owne. Had we not then need in all duties done to 
men, to doc them as ynto God,leſt otherwiſc, as wee loſe 
mans, ſo alſo Gods reward, Burt doc them vnto God , and 
theawe areſure, if ner of both, yet of the beſt reward, and 
we take a very ſafe courſe for our {clues. For cuen the beſt 
men wy proue vnkind, and ynthanktullvnto ys: But God 
cannot but abundantly recompence the feruice done to 
himſelfe. The duties of louc and liberalitic done tomen, 
which ſome of thoſe to whom they were done had happily 
forgot, yet Chriſt remembers at the latt Day , onely be- 
caule they were done as to himiſelfe, Iſat.25.40 Tee haue 
done them vnto me. There is the cauſe of the reward. This 
is Pauls counſell to Ghriſtian Scruants, yoaked with crucll 
Heathcniſh Maſters, to be obcdient vnto their Maſters, ac- 
cording tothe fleſh, as vnto Chriſt, ſeruing the Lord, and 
| not men,and that yponthis confideration:7/harſdexer good 
thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receine of the Lord, 
whether hee bee bond or free. Servants in ſuch caſes are 
| readietoobiet, Why ſhould wee haue any care to pleaſe 
them, that haue fo little care to pleaſure vs, nay, thatare 
readie to doe ys all the diſpleaſure they can? Yea, burfor 
this cauſe they had nced ſo much the rather to make con-- 
ſcience of their dutic, cuen to the full, becauſe by this 
meanes they ſhall prouide a notable remedie againſt their 


Maſters iniurics, namely , the bountifull reward of G 0D 
| himſclfe, 
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vropg thy iclfe 2 hee denies thee his reward : wilt thou 
therefore increaſe thy puniſhment ? and as though this 
werenot enough, depriue thy ſelte alſo of Gods reward ? 
Labanstyranme could not tyre out /acob in the courſe of 
his faithfulneſſe, and behold in the end the Lord himſelfe, 
in ſpite of Labans teeth, richly rewardeth him, 

The ſecond Cireumſtanceis the perſons rewarded, E- 
uerie man, of what degrce ſocuer, 

Firſt, marke here Gods ynpartiall dealing. Among men, 


yertues of meane ones are not heeded. Bur with God,nci- 


the great States of the world : God is noreſpetter of per- 
ſons. They muſt not looke for a chaire and a cuſhion, 
when they appeare before Gods Tribunall. Nay, thou | 
muſt then be ſtript ſtarke naked of all ourward pompe. | 
God will putno difference betwixt thee aud the poorett | 
Lazarns. He judges cucric man alike, | 

Secondly, hence I gather that there is a particularpro- | 
uidence, taking notice of men and their actions in ſpecial, | 
For Gods rewards are proportioned to his knowledge; 7 | 
know the heart, that I may reward : But he rewards euc- 
rie man in particular, Therefore alſo he knowes him, and 
all his wayes. Particular reward: argue particular know- | 
ledge, Terrible is this to the wicked, bur moſt comforta- | 
ble ro the godly, If the King take notice of a meaner mal), | 
he will be ready preſently to fay in admiration ; Whar, | 
doth the King know me ? Bur let the pooreſt Lazar, that | 
is withall the childe of God, know for his comfort, that | 
the great Kinggand m1ghtie God takes ſpeciatl notice of 
him,and that for his good. Ir is not with our God,as with 
their Idoll, that hath no leiſure toattend ſmaller marecrs. 


He is not like Baa/,that purſuing his cremies cannot heare 
his 
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ther ſhall thy greatneflſehelpe thee from puniſhment, nor | 
thy baſeneſſe hinder thee from reward. This muſt humble | 
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his friends; nor like D 4ana,thar being preſent at Alexan- 
ders birth, could not ar the ſamc time preſerue her Ephe- 
fian Temple from the fire, 

Thirdly, Circumſtance followes the rule of rewarding 
according to their owne wayes, &c, Here we learnc, thas 
God proportions his rewards and puniſhments to our 

| workes, asit were the line to the rule, This proportion | 
| hath ſundry branches. | 
Firſt, the euill of finne ſhall have cuill of puniſhment in | 
; hell, the good of obedience, the good of reward in hea- 
| uen, Marth. 25.3. As our workes arc better or worſe, ſo 
ſhall our ioyes in Heauen, our paines in hell bee more or 
| lefſe. (apernanm exceeding Sodome and Gomorrah 
| finne, ſhall fecle alſoan exceſſe of puniſhment, and the wil- 
full ſeruant ſhall receiuc more ſtripes then the ignorant. $0 
alio the greaterour zeale, paines and trauell hath beene in 
Gods cauſe, the greater ſhall be the weight of our glorie, 
The twelue Apoltles ſhall hauc twelue ſpeciall thrones at 
theday of indgement, and whereas other wiſe men ſhall 
but ſhine with the brightneſle of the firmament, they that 
rurne others from their cuill wayes, with the brightneſle 
Dan,1243, of the ſtarres : he that ſoweth liberally ſhall reape liberal. 
And cuerie good worke added to the number of the for. 
Phil,q.17, mer, helpcth to farther oxr reckoning in the day of the 
Lord. Slcepeis ſweet, euen to him that hath paſſed the 
day more caf:ly, but theſlecpe of the labouring man it is 
{weet indeed, So allo though that ſleepe in «Abrahams 
boſome be {iveet, euen to ſuch as haue liued a more quiet 
and cafic life here, yet cuen there alſo, the ſleepe of the la- 
bourer will be ſpecially ſweer, The greater our toyle and 
trials haue becne, the more wee hauc ſweat and ſuffered 
here for Chriſt, the ſweeter ſhall we finde gat reſt and re- 
poſcin heauen. The Martyrs ſhall bee pillars in the houſe 
of God, eApocal. 3.12. Our Sauiour in his anſwer to the 
petition of the two brethren, ſcemes to imply, that therc 
arc | 
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are ſome, for whom places of preeminence arc prepared, as 
it were to fit at his right hand and left, neither doth this 
doQrine of yacquall degrees of heauenly glorie any more 
fauour merit, then the vnequall degrees of grace jn this 
life, which oftentimes the Lord proportions to our dc- 
fires and endeuours in the vie of the mcanes; the wider 
wce open our mouthes, the more abundantly hee will fill 
vs, and with what meaſure wee mete to him in painefull 
and heedfull hearing of his Word, with the ſame will hee 
mezſure to vs in the diſpenſation of his grace : Neither 
yet doth our hearing of the Word, defiring opening our 
mouthes wide, merit that whichthey obcaine, And if the 
danger of the doqrine of merit hinder vs not from hol- 
ding that which is indeed apparant tooureyes, that ac- 
cording to the degrees of grace and ſanRificacion, God 
ifoenterh many ot his temporall rewards in this life, as a 
greater good name, greater inward reverence and honour 
in the hearts of men to-ſuch as excell in mortification a- 
boue their brethren, why ſhould it feare vs here, fince the 
one drawes merit with itno morethen the other. Third. 
ly, beſides this generall, thereis alſo a ſpeciall proportion, 
agreeing to the workes in { peciall, in ſuch manner that a 
man may almoſt read thefinne in the puniſhment,the ver- 
tue in the reward. The Mid-wiues built the houſes of 
the Iſraclites, by preſcruing their children,contrarie to the 
Kings bloudy Edi&, God therefore built them houſes, 
Daxid purpoled to build God a houſe, God preſently 
promiſed to build his houſe for ever. Ebedmelech ſaued 
leremies life; God therefore gaue him his owne life for a 
prey. So hehathpromiſed ro recompence our zeale of 
his glorie with his zeale of ours ; / wil honour them that 
honour mee : neither doth God keepe his proportion in 
aQiue onely, but alſoin pafſiue obedience. Here 1o/ephs 
examplcis moft remarkable, if wee compare his ſufferings 
and rewards together. In ſtead of = brethrens hatred, 
D« he 
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he got {trangers loue ; his brethren that ſold him as a ſlaue, 
adored him as a Lord. In ſtead of the priſon, he met with 
2 throne. In Ncadof iron fetters, hee found a chaine of 
gold, In ſtead of the labour of his hand, a ring on his 
hand. In ſtead of the party-coloured coat his brethren 
ftript him of, the princely roabes Pharaoh put vpon him, 
In ſtead of the ynlawfull pleaſure of adulcerie, the lawfull 
comfort and contentment of an honourable marriage, Jn 
ſead of being a ſeruant in thepriſon, being halfe a Soue- 
raigneinthe Kingdome, The like meaſure keepes healſo 
in puniſhmcue, 4b/alons haire, his pride, became his hal. 
ter. The waters which Pharaoh appointed to deſtroy the 
Hebrew babes, were afterwards made fit to poylon the 
F.yprians. Pharaoh had infeted them with bloud of in- 
| nocents, God turnes them into bloud ; and in their co- 
lour ſhewes the Tyrant the colour of his finne. Phayach 
ſlayes the Iſraclites children, God afterward ſlew his, and 
| all the Egyptians firſt-borne. Dizes denyed Lazarus 
crummes of bread ; eAbraham afterward denyed him a 

drop of water, Thoſe that will not hearken to the ſweet 

and familiar voyce of God, ſhall bee ſchooled by the 

ſtrange language of cruell ſtrangers ouer-topping them, 

The Xgyptians had vexcdthe Iſraelites with much weari- 

neſſe and thirſt, in ouer-burdening them with labour; God 

therefore by depriuing them of the vſeof their waters, 

afflicted them with the ſame thirſt, and with the ſame 

wearinefſe in going abour and ſeeking for water : Sax/ be- 

cauſe hee flew thoſe that did weare the Ephod, therefore 

God would not anſwer him cither by /-ims or Thummings: 

and his owne hands reuenged vpon himſelfe the innocent 

bloud of others, The wicked, becauſe in this life they ſay 
toGod, asitis in ob, Depart thou from vs, therefore in 

the life to come, God ſhall ſay tothem, Depart from mee 
yee curſed. Adams deſire of the God-head was puniſhed 
with mortalitie and miſerie : And vnto him that in Z/ay 
yaunts 
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vaunts himfelfe, ſaying ; 7 wil aſcend aboxe the height of | nd 
the clouds, and will be like to the moit high - the Log will | Ay 14+ 14, 15, 


haue this anſwcr to bee made : Thox ſhalt bee brought 
downe to the grane,to the ſides of the pit. Hypocrites per- 
forme remporarie obedience , God onely giues them a 
temporarie reward here in this life, CAfarth.6. Uerily 
they hauetheir reward, namely here in this lite, they ſhall 
haue none hercaftcr, So eAhabs remporaric humiliation 
obtained the rciourning of a temporall iudgemenc, Hypo- 
crites alſoperforme an imperfe&t obedience, they will doe 
ſome few things commanded, but net all : God ſerues 
them in their owne kinde, he giues them ſome few of his 
meaner blefſings, bur denies them the principall, Whence 
that excellent cxhortation, 2 /oh. 8. Looke to your ſelues, 
that we loſe not thethings,we haue done, but may receine a 
full reward. There is then a p/enarie reward to a full, and 
a partiall or halfe reward to a icantic and ha/fe obedience, 
Thus 7ehves obedience in deſtroying Ahabs houſe was re- 
compenced with Gods bleſſing ypon his houſe to the 
fourth generation : anſwerable to his curſe in the ſecond 
Commandement, vpon the wicked, to the fourth genera- 
tion, as in /oram, Whoſe polteritie is not remembred till 
the fourth:generation, inthe Genealogic, AZarth. x. But 
yet becauſe /ehwes obedience was not ſincere, it was not 
rewarded ſo as is true obedience, whoſe reward is farre 
aboue the puniſhment, eucn to a thouſand generations, So 
thateuen in rewards, as well as in puniſhments, God will 
put a difference betwixt an J/#ae/zre and an «A gyptian : 
that as Cods children arenot ſmittenſo as their ſmiters 
the wicked ; becauſe their diſobcdience is not ſo ſull as the 
wicked, therefore they hauc but halfe a puniſhment : So 
the wicked are not rewardcdas arc the godly ; becauſe 
their obedience is not ſoperfe& and complear, therefore 
they haue bur halfe a reward, anſwerable to their halfe 
obedience, Againe , Hypocrites giue God an outward 
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obcdience, without the inward affe&ion, So God giues 
them his extcrnall benefits, but without any heartie loue 
or affection vnto them. Looke hovw they (eucr their hearts 
from God in their »bedzence, fo doth God his from them 
in his benefits. So cuen and cqual! is che rerribution of di- | 
uine iulticc. 

The Vſe. Firft, againſt the Papilts vrging their doctrine 


| of meritout of this and ſuch like places : but here wee 


ſee, all the Prophet teacheth, is aproportion betwixt our 
workes and wages, betwixt our paines an. pay, that is, 
berwixt that we doe, and that we reccive, And thereforc 
he maketh our workes to be the rule, not the cautc of the 
reward, The rule is not the cauſe of the linc di awne by it. 
Neither doth God here ſay, that 1 may giue to cueric 
man for, but according to his workes. Surely if good 
wotkes, as they teach, ſhould bee meritorious, then as 
it is yniuftice in man to dctaine the labouring mans 
wages when his worke is done : ſo alſo ſhould it bee 
in God, if hee didnot preſently recompence eucric good 
worke of his ſcruants, as ſoonc as it were done. And as 
the hircof Labourers detained, crieth againſt the couc- 
tous Oppreſſours, ſo by like reaſon ſhould the reward 
of our obedicnce, ſo long oftentimes deferred;, cry a- 
gainſt God. Euen this one argument is enough to ouer- 
throw merit: Gods ſlownefle as it were in rewarding 
his childrens ſeruices, and that libertic which hee taketh 
to himſele for the times of the reward. And therefore 


| here hee ſaith; That I may giue to eueric man accor- 
; ding to his workes, without making any mentionof the 


time when, leauing himſe!fe free for that. Wee ſee that | 
in paying of wages toour ſeruants, wee limit our ſelues 
toſet times, as to the quarters, or halfe yeeres cnd, be- 
cauſe it 15 a matter of deſert : but in our gifts and gratui- 
ties, we doe not ſo tye our ſclues, but giue them when 
weethinke good. And if there were any ſuch wo:rhinefle 
in 
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in our workes, what neede thenthat modeltic ot the holy 
men in Scriptures, who when they were delired cheir | 
faichfull feruice,mught be remembred with Gods reward, 
haue withall defired ic might bee remembred with Gods 
forgiuencile? As IN ehemal , Remember :e 0 my God, 
concermng thi, ard pardon me,according to thy great mer- 
cie. Our beſt workes then neede torgiuings ,” and har 
which necdes forg14ing , merits not 119g, Our Sauiour 
when he would haue vs craue dayly bread, as or bread, 
due to our obcdience by Gods promuſc , then withall hee 
would haue vs craue torgiuencile , for the want of thac 
our obcdience, and to adde vnto, Gize vs this day our day- 
ly br:ad;e And forgine vs onr trejhaſſes Secendly, againit 
our looſe profcilours , pronuling to themſclues, though 
living, and lying in ther liones, the reward of glorie, No, 
as thou {owelt thou mult reape, ard as thou breweit thou 
muſt drinke. 1f thou {owe tares, neuer looke to reape 
Wheate. If thou brew with Crabs, neuer looke to dinke 
mild Beare, As our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree, 
the workesto thefruies, layes, (an men gather figges of 
thornes, grapes of thiſtles * 80 Comparing our workes to 
trees , theirrewards to the fruites, ſay che like : Thinke 
you euer of the rthornes and T hitiles of couctouſnelle, 
pride, vncleaanelle, blaſphcnue, ſwearing, prophanation 
of the Sabaoths, ever to gather the ſweere Figges,or plea» 
ſant Grapes of glorie and bappineſſe? Will chuis gall and 
wormewood euer make pleaſant drinke ? Will chele wild 
and ſowre Grapes cuer yeeld {weete wine? O that wee 
could ſcriouſly lay this to hearc , that wee mult all ap- 
peare before Chrilt, to receiue according tothar which 
here we haue done, whether good or cuill , that heethar 
{owethto the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape corruption, and 
he that ſoweth of the {pirit , ſhall of the ſpirit reape life ec. 
uerlafting. Then would wee begin prelently ro reaſon 


with our ſclues, Alas how poore, how barren am I 1m 
Dd 3 good | 
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good workes , how fruitfull in il]? Is jrerue indeede that 
according to the qualitic of our workcs we ſhall bee nid. 

ed? Al:s, what other wo: kescan | preſencrhe Lord with, 
uclides the workes of death and darknetle? It theſe had 
the promiſe of reward, then were my caie good. Examine 
thy heart ry brother , and chinke with thy (cles Thus 
long hauc I lued, bur what good have I done eutherx co 
my elfe, or others? Where are my Frayers, Fattin 2s, Hu, 
miliations, Meditations , well-ſpent dzboaths, well-g9. 
uerned Children and Seruants « Waie-eare the workes of | 
mercie tomy Brethren, eicher5oules, 11 holy admoniti. | 
on, reprechenlion,cxhortation: or bodies, 111 miniftring re- 
liete to cheir neceſ$11es ? How can I looke torche pennie, 
that have ſtood idIc1n the Marker place all he day long ? 
For the crowne, that refuſedto runne ? For a good Crop 
of Harueſft, thar would not ſow 1n {cede time 2 Lervsno 
longer decewe our felues. That which $:/- 0» ſpeaketh 
of floath in therhings of rhis life, 15 true allo of tpiricuall 
oath. He that being (loathtull in Winter will not plow, 
ſhall beggein Suminer, and haue noching; as wee may ſee 
in the ich Glumtton begging water of Lazarus to coole 
hisrongue, and in che toolith Virgines , begging Qyle of 
the wile, It were mad:icſe ro ſerke tor fiſhes 1n woods. for 
Apples and Pearesin the Seas, Buc what madneſle ro ſeeke 
Heauenin hell, gloric in ſhame , lighc in darknelle, ro 
thinke we ſhall find ecernal life 11 che way of wickednelle? 
Wy eexe yee tre lining ATT the denrd ? Said once the 
Angell ro chofe women, But why ſceke yee lite in dearh? 
Why !eckc yee that eternalllife, amony thoſe dead works 
of darknetle ? No gt: rite, honour. and imyortalitie can bee 
found rf any, but !uch us ſeeke it by continuance in well do- 
ins, Rom.2.7. If chou goc about ro ſeeke Gods King- 
dome, ſecke Godsrighreouſnetle. So ſecke it, and findir. 
Otherwiſe chou dot bur take a greac deale of paines to 
goeto hell, It chou pray thy kiyodome come, pray allo, th) 
WH: 
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will be done, Gods will muſt bee done of thee ,, before his 


Kingdome can come to thee, I IT, Since the degrees of 


gloric hercafter ſhall be acco:ding to the degrees of grace 
here it mult teach vs, if we would then ſhine in o!orie, 
now to ſhiaein giace, Naturally wee aftect preemincnce, 
and precedencic inall things. Take the aduatage of this 
thy corruption, to ſhake off all ſpi ituall oath, vie ir 
as a goade in thy fide to make thee {weat againe jn 


| Gods worke, Double paines ſhall bring thee double 


plcaſure, double diligence, double delight , double holi- 
nefſe, double honour : Who would bee a co:mmon ſtone 
inthe bu:lding, when hee might beca pillar? Who would 
be adoore-keeper, or porter ina houſe, when hee might 
beaſteward? IV. Looke we tothe whole courſe of our 
lines. God rewards not according toour good , or euill 
worke, but according to our workes , to the ordinarie 
courſe of them, One cuill worke ſhall not preiudice thee, 
who walketh in the ordinarietracke ot good workes ; nor 
contrarily , one good worke ſhall not profit thee, who 
makeſtan ordinary trade of doing euillworkes, V. This 
mult teach vs, faithfully ro walke bcforc the Lord inthe 
diſcharge of our ſcuerall callings, without any carking care, 


or diſtruſtfull chought-raking tor any of the comforts of 


this life. All the cares that belongs tovs, is how to do our 
worke awell. The care of the reward of our workes is Gods, 
Looke we well todo our worke,and God will looke farre 
better to zeward our vvorke. And this is that which our 
Sauiour teacherhi; When to thoſe whinings, what ſhall wee 
eate, what ſhall we put on? ne oppolcth a contrarie carc of 
ſecking Gods kingdome,and righteoutneſle:for then ifthey 
would take care to wortke the worke of God the reward of 
God ſhould not be wanting. Oh then that inftead of ra- 
king thought how to get thizor that good thing promile |, 
we could once take thoyght how to do this orthat good 
thing commanded, and ſo doing our dutic, reft ypon God 
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in the beliefe of this doCEtrine; rhat hee rewards cueric man 
according to his workes. Our $:utour forbiciuing his Diſe 
ciples oucr=diligent care in prouilton of theſc outward | 
things, not to gather filuer or gold, gines this as areaſon 
why he ſo forbids them, The labourer 1s worthy of his 
wages; The force of which argument conſiſts in this do- 
Arine of Gods iuſtice in rewarding well that which is done 
well. For the Diſciples might obieR. Truc, the labourer 


is worthy of his woges, but the ynthankefull world i; vn- 


| worthy of our labouzs; for it detaincs the wages due to 


ovr labours. 

Therefore this ſpcech of Chrift is founded vpon this ho- 
ly iuſtice of God, that cannot, wharfocucr be the vnkind- 
neflc and iniuſtice of the world , ſuffer good ſeruices to goc 
ynrecompenced, Ic is therefore as if he had ſaid: Minde 
you the worke of your Miniſteric, let your oncly care bec 
how to fulfill it. Do not diſgrace God ſo muchas to trou- 
ble your. ſelues witht the thonghts of your maintcnance, 
as though God were ſo vniuſt, asnot to giue good wages 
to good worke-men, V I. Hereis great varietic of com- 
fort, Firſt , art thou diſcouraged with meaneneſle of thy 
good workes? Thou art no Preacher to-conuert ſoules, no 


| rich man togine almes, to build Colledges, &c, but oncly 


a poore ſeruant, keeping ſhecpe, going to plough, &c, 

Herefor thy comfort remember that God rewards cueric 

one according to his workes, without making any curious 

choiſe of workes. But as hee will puniſh the leaſt euill 

worke ,cuen an idle worde , ©Mat.12. ſo will he much 

more reward the leaſt good worke, euct1a cup of co'd wa- 

ter, {at+10. cating not onely of our honey , but cuen of 

our honey combe, (2»t.5.1. for his mercic to vs is preater 
then his juſtice, Yea, at thelaſt day notice will bee taken of 
inferiour ſorts of workes, as giuing a pcecc of bread, or a 
peece of cloath; when workes farre more glorious, as 
Preaching, praying, martyrdome, are not named, yer theſe 
are 
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arc mentioned, © Aſat.z5. Neither is this without reaſon, 
for the baſenefle, or the mcaneneſle of the matter, doth ef- 
pecially ſhew the skill of the workeman. For vyhere the 
matter is excel/ent, there it lendeth ſome helpe to the 
workeman, where it is otherwiſe, there nothing but the 


barc and naked eunning an artifice of the workeman is to 
be ſcene. Wee will not fo wonder at him that maketh a 
good image of gold, as at him that maketh as good of 
meaner matter, So to lee zeale , faith, loue, in preaching 
the Word, 1m gouerninga Kingdome, and ſuch like works, 
is not ſo admirable, as inthe poore and ſeruile offices of 
vnderlings , as in keeping of ſheepe, {weeping the houſe, 
&c, Sccondly, art thou troubled ar the worlds vniult and 
prepolterous rewarding workes , tuſtifying the wicked, | 
condemning the godly, recompencing Johxs preaching | 
with the priſon, Herodzas Daughters dancing with the | 
promiſe of halfe a Kingdome, (ſothat, as(2/ar once ſaid, | 
It were better to bee Herods Swine then Soune , becauſe 
he killed his Sonne in that maſſacre of Beth/em , when his 
Sow was ſpared: So thou likewiſe thinkeit, thou mayct 
as well ſay, /t werebetter to be Herods Minſtrel then Ai. 
nifter, Player,then Preacher, Dancer then Dottox, becauſe 
of the Minions dancing recompenced with his Preachers 
head : ) comfort yet thy ſelfe with this , that God one day 
will dealc otherwiſe , nay let this peruerſe judgement of 
the world be an aſſurance to thee, that there muſt ncedes be 
a day of Gods righteous Iudgements, It is true, we may 
fayto the world as Chriſt to the Iewes: Aſany good workes 
haze I done among you, for which do ye ſtone me ? ver ct vs 
not waxe wearic , though after our ſowing ſtormes and 
rempeſts, and the pinching cold of Winter do follow, for 
in due time we ſhall reape, if we faint not. God is not yn- 
righteous to forget the labour of his ſeruants. There arc 
foure kindes of rewards : fi: ſt, of gocd for geod, {econdly, 
ofeuill for cuill : thirdly, of good for cuill: fourthly , - | 
eu1l 
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Aug, in Pſalm. 


119,17, 
ApOCc.22. 


Malachy 3, 


The deceitfalneſſe of Mans Heart, 


cuill for good ; the rwo former ate the rewards of 1ultice, 
the third of mercie, the lalt of in-iuſtice , and therctore js 
not incident ro God. God forbid then that any ſhould lay 
with thoſe in Malay; It is invaine to ſerne the Lord, 
Heare thou God ſaying. Behold 7 come quickly , and my 
reward is with me. Wien Aordecay had performed a wor- 
thy ſeruiceto AbPacroh , in the cilcoucric of a dangerous 
treaſon, he had not his reward preſently: but yer his tcruice 
was regiltred, and ſo alterward when the King looked vp= 
on the records, 15 Was ro ally reccompenced. So CAMalachy 
teache.h vs, that there arc bookes of remembrance written 
for them that teare the Lord: Inthcm all our good workes 
are inrollcd. Our labour rhen ſhall not be loſt:Not ſo much 
as our tearcs but they are bottled. Mcn may forget vs, 
as Pharoah did Toſeph, Exodus 1. and the Sechemits Ge- 
deon, Indg. 9.17. bur God will not. Our rewardis ſure, 
though not ſoſpcedy, as we defirc ; God here aſſures vs of 
reward; the times he determines not, Thirdly , Doth ir 
troublerthce , that rhy good workes worke not that good 
thoudehreſt? Remcmber that God rewards ys according to 
err workes, not according to his owne worke. Now the 
ſucceſſe of our workes is :z5 worke not ors, Do thou thy 
endeauour to do that which belongs to thee, to performe 
the dutic required with an hone? hearr, if there follow no 


| ſucceſſethow'art neuer the worſe worker, The good Orator 


alwaies perſwades not , the good Captaine alwaics ouer- 
comes not, the good Phyfitian alwaics heales not, the good 
Preacher alwaies conuerteth not. It isenough ifthou doe 
that yvhich lyes in thee : Then vyhatſocuer thy /uecceſſe bre 
on earth, imall or great, aſſuredly thy reward is greate in 
heauen. Nay, the lefſe theſacceſſe, the greater ſhall be the 
reward,ſo thou be paticnt, For now vnto thy a&ize obedi- 
ence in well-doing,thou addeſt paſſize inpatient ſuffering; 
& double obedience muſt needs haue more then a fingle re- 
ward, Fourthly, Art thou grieued at yncomely fights,to ſce 

ſeruants 
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Soruincs on Horie-backe and Princes walking on foot ? 
To ice Se:uants to haue rule ouer Princes,that is, the wic- 
ked flouriſhing in their pompe and pri ec, to tyrannize aver 
th: godly? Doſt thou ſce the whip which is molt leemely 
tor the Fooles backe, to bee held inhis hand, to afflict the 
backes of others 2 Doeſt thou ſce that Aﬀes inſtead of a 
halter, are ſet out with golden bridles? Are theſe things 
prickes in thine eyes, as once in Dxids? Comfort thy 
telte inthe medication of this DoQrine : Grudge not thar 
the wicked are rewarded according to their workes, 
Grudge not , their externall obedience proportionablere- 
ward in the outward things of this life : God hercin does 
no otherwilc, then as lometimes noble Captaines, who 
hauc honoured th:ir enemics , whenthey haue fought va- 
liancly , to put ſome ſpirit into their owne Souldicrs; or 
then ſometimes Parents doe, rew arding their Serumnts Gi- 
ligence, and dutifuluefle , thereby to prouoke theirowne 
chi:dren. So ſhouldeſt thou interpret Gods temporall re- 
wards giuen to the ynſound obeclicnce of the wicked . hi; 
enemies, his laucs, as a {o'r he puts into thy fide his owne 
Souldier, his owne Sonn*:'or it thou wilt doe thy duric as 
thou oughteſt , how mich more mayelt thou affure thy 
ſclte of a farre greater rewatd, 

For Gods bountie is not as manies,like to Riucrs, who 
2re oreaccr further off chca neerer home, art the head and 
xell-ſpring where they ſirſt riſe, With all conſider , thefe 
mens damnation ſlceperh not. The D+y of 1 .dgcment ha. 
ftcneth, wherein the godly, in this life ſtan1'ng at the Bar, 


So, 


- . 1 _ [1 Fa. I FAR . l . 7 
{hill ft on Th o:cs, and iudge their Iudges, binding No- 
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les wich c1a:nes,and Princes wirh ferters of Iron, Though | ' 


in this lie Dives feaſt, while Laz2rm is withour, b-g- 


a - 3 , : 
feaſt ar Gods Table, or on Gods bed, lying in Abrah. ms, 
45 once lokn in Chriſts bo!ome; Drres in che meane time 
locking ouer, and begging. Then ſhall God make good 
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2ing : yet in the life to come (lo2,a change;) Lazarus (hall 
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364 | 
Si nemini {ace- | that which here hce ſpeaketh of rewarding cucry man ac- 
ret, quaſi non cording to his workes. Then, and not before ſhall the cqua- 
__ evidere- | \itic of Gods Rewards fully appearc.Some of the wicked 
wid vr ney ao indeed, cuen in this life, he rewardeth with condigne 
nibus faceret, puniſhments, left his Prowidence, butnotall, 
Rnonſeruaretur leſt his Patience and Promiſe of the 
dininapatientia, laſt Indgement, might be 
Aug. P/al.z0. called into que- 
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A Collection of ſuch Scriptures, 


out of which any ſpeciall Collections 
arc gathered: or ypon which any ſpeciall 


O bſernations aremade, either bringing light 
to, Ot receining lirht from, this Treatile, 
into one bodie, and view. 


GENESIS, 
T__, Page, | 
3 5 E&Rg30u ſhall bee as Gods knowing yo | 
Tip >» andeuih, 
17 1 3&3 Walk before me, and bevpright. 432 as 5| 
22 12 Nowl know that thou feareſt me, 274 
24 Hecryed with a bitter cry, 
27 Bleſſe me,e+c. 78 
36 Was be not iuſtly called Taakob ? &c. 
30 1 Heliftvphis feet 67 | 
31 24 Speake neither good nor euill to Taakob, 277 
ExoDvs. 
9 16 Forthis cauſe I haye reſernedthee. ., 44 


13 .14 when thy Sonne ſhall ake thee tomorrow. 19 
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Chap. Verſe. Page. 
LEvITICYS, 


10 3 1 will be ſanttifiedin them that come neere 

UVnro me. 320 

11 19 The Storke, the Heron after his kinder. Gs 
F 10 Strroue together in the hoafs. 

14 Bring forth theblaſphemer. "S0 


Ny MBERS. 


39 The people ſorrowed greatly. 
I4 ” Loe, we be readie to got. : 
44. Tet they preſumed obſtinately. 


DEvTERONOMIE, 


It 16 Beware leſt your hearts deceine you, that g0- 

ing backe, &c. 157 
16 19 Reward blinds the eyesof the wiſe. 244 
22 5 <A man ſhall not put on a womans ray- 


ment. | 186 
IosHvA, 
7 19 My Sonne, gine gloriets God. 336 
I. SAMVEL, 


13 1 AndSaulraigneditwo yeeres oner Iſrael, 278 
28 19 To morrow theuandthy ſonnes, 19 


2. SA- | 
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re. ciui.g light from this Treatiſe. 


Chap. Verſe. | Pape, 
2, SAMVEL, 


7 27 Thy Seruant bath found bs hears, oc. 226 


1. KINGs, 
22 6 The Lordwill deliner it into the hands of the 
King. - 28 

2. KINGs, 


5s 18 God be mercifull unto mee when] come into 
the houſe of Rimmon, 284 


I. CHRONICLES 
33 Were perfed?, 
r2 3 38 Werevpright. 313 
29 18 Keepe this for ener inthe purpoſes 305 


2. CHRONICLES, 


7 14 Shall pray and ſceke my face. 86 | 
2 11. Benot deceined, God hathchoſem yow. 196 
32 31 To knowallwas in hiheart. 284. 
25 Hubeart was lifted vp. 
Ns Hee humbled bimſelfe after bee wasp 289 
lifted wp. 


NzHzMIAN, 
8 1o Theioyof the Lord i your ſtrength, 6s 
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54 
37 


39 


78 
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119 
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Chap. Verle. Pape. 
Ios, 

t 21 TheLord gineth, the Lordtaketh : bleſſed, 
Fc 284 

20 12 13 14 15. 297 
31 27 If my mouth hath kiſſed mine hand. 157 
37 Iwill tell him the number of my goines. 323 

42 5 Mine eye hath ſeene thee, Therefore 1 ab- 


horre, 


58 
PSALMES, 


Follow after lyes. 210 
T he words of Chriſt the Senne of lemini. 51 
Bleſſeth himſelfe. : 42 
T hy lowing kindneſſe #« before megtherefore— 

hane I walked, _ 28 
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21 He knowes the ſecretsof the heart. 6? = 
22 For thy ſake are we ſlaine. Io1 
3 My ſinne seaer before me. 84 
5.6 Borne in ſinne. Thow loneft the truth 120 


3 Strangers areriſen vp againſt me. ci 
1 Myheart, © God, « prepared, 1will ariſe_, 
FC 


303 
5s Toviſit all the Heathes, SI 
$7 T hey turned like a deceitfall Bow 218 


12 1 gaue thems vp vnio the hardueſſe of their 
heart. 260 


1 In their way. | 5 and 317 


2 Bleſſed 
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[ Chah, Verſe. Page, 


2 Bleſſedare they that keepe, &c. and feeke_ 
him, &c. 92 
z+ T hon haſtcommanded, 00% 
5 Obthat my wayes, 
5 Oh that my wayes. 
10 With my whole heart hane 1 ſought thee, G 
fer menot. Io 
20 My heart breakes for deſire to thy inks 
ments. 80 
21 Thou hait deflroyed the prond. Carſed are 
they that erre_. 152 
22 Twill runne, whenthou haſt enlarged. 566 
56 Thu I had, becauſe I kept thy Precepts, 315 
79 Let ſuch as fare thee turne vnto me. 
80 Let my heart be upright in thy, &c. £ 321 
| 80 Let mineheart. That I may nener bee) aſha- 
med, 337 
85 The proud haue digged pits, &c. I52 
03 Iwill nener forget thy precepts, for, (3c. 70 | 
94 1 am thine, ſaue me : for I haue ſought, 92 
Iol 1 hane refrained my feete_ from euery enill, 
C. I12 
140 8 Performenot his thonght,leit he beproud. 15 
146 8 The Lord giueth light, Heloneth the Righ- 
Ieons, 45 
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PROVERBS. 


T 28 They ſhall ſceke me early. 92 
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Chap,Nerſc. Page. 
2 3 If thoncallfor knowledge. 2 _ 
4 1f thouſeckeit her as fuer. | 
6 12. 13. 14. 265 
I2 26.27« 206 


i3 5 The ſluggard laiteth, and hath nought. 81 
14 5 A faithful witneſſe will nor the, 292 
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20. 2T, I 98 
24 The crowne of the wiſe is their riches,43.c5 
278 
15 26 The thoughts of the wicked: but the words | 
of the pure. 265 
i7 7 Thelip of excellencie doth not become a foole, 
| &c. , 21 
17 LA brotheric borne for aduer ſity. 275 
18 8 Thewordsof atale-bearer, © 13 
| 19 223 That that # tobe deſired of a man. poore 
man ts better then a Lier, 22C 


20 5 Councelluin the heart of man, &c.7.0 332 
25 1t «4 diſtraction, after vowes toenquirec193 

| ©26 Canſcsthe wheele to runne over them. 
ma T he ſonle of manu the light of the,c+c. [ 332 
28 Bountie and truth preſerne the King, I2 


21 4 Theplowing of the wicked & ſinne 266 
23 1 Whenthou jitteit10 eatewith Ruler c. 134 
2 Put the Knife. ibid. 
24 7 Wiſdemes too high to 4 Foole. 205 
16 A inſt man fals ſeuen times, 183 
27 Ig CAsimihemwater facets face, ſothe heart of 
mantg man, 262 
28 13 He that confeſſethand forſaketh, 85 
29 
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29 
30 


_— — —— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
( 


I8 


I 
2 
7 


Chap. 


19 Th. way of a man with a maid, 


Vetſ: 4 Hs Page. | 


s CA man that flatters, ſpreads aNet. - 1 
20 Such u the way of an 4dnltefous, oY 17 


ECCLESIASTES. 


4 OA timeto dance. 183 
6 CAnhandfell with quietneſſe. - 153 
13 Wiſdome « good with an inheritance. 43 | 
18 Benot inſt ouermuch. 


ig Benot inſt outrmuch. 102 
9 CAshethat feareth an Oath, 99 
y'/% WY 
IS AL AH, | 
15 4 Conenant with death 212 


1 have walked with an vpright heart. 317 


TEREMIAH, 


4 Becircumciſediothe Lord, 92 
EzEXxXlEL. 
IO, II, 12, 13+ 95 | 
HosnA, 
' 
4 1will viſitthe blond of Iſrael. 93 


7 Aithattime wes 1 better then now. 68 | 
1 When Iwonld haxe healed Iſrael, then,g&c.277, | 
Ee 2 M aT- 
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MATTHEW. 


7 Eneration of Vipers. | 
[47 Bl-ſſed are they which hunger. 80 
16 Yee (hall know them by tleir fruits.27 
23 Tee that worke iniquitie. 345 
10 The Labourer « worthy of his wages. 360 
17 Tee haue not danced. I80 
8 MWearyand laden. 75 
20 And with ioy receineth it. Mi 
22 Andthe deceitfulneſſe of Riches. 150 
19 Out of the heart come euill thoughts, 262 
24 Let him forſake himſelfe, and take vp bis 
Cr ofſe , 99 
9 Andif thine eye cauſe thee to offend , plucke 
it ont. I32 
30 Many that are firſt ſhall be laſt. 71.72 
15 May 1 not doe with mine owne a4 Iwilt? 181 
16 Teacheſt the way of Godin truth, neither c4- 
reſt for,e5 c. 294 
25 Yee make cleane the witer fide, but within, 
7c. 291 
38 They did eate and arinke, marrie, cc, 39 


MARKXE, 


24 Thoa leſus of Nazaret , the-Holy ene_ of 


God, 


WH 
4 8 Sprung | 


recciuing light from this Treatiſe. 
Chap. Venſc, Page. 
4 8 Sprung vþ and grew. 109 | 
2I. 2 2% 7 
LvxE. 
1 79 Toginelight, to guid: our feet in the way of 
eace, 67 | 
2 34 That the thoughts of many hearts might be 
| opened. 275 | 
6 48 Bnwilt an houſe, and dizged deepe. 328 
$S 13 Which for awhilebeleene. 60 
| ” ith a good and honeſt heart. 107 
: Bring forth fruit with parience_. TI | 
7 cum 14. I6y | 
Io 31 Hepaſſeth by on the other ſide. 250 
11 41 Yegime Almes, and then will becleane. 159 | 
44. Ye are ad granes which appeare not , and the | 
men. I6 | 
12 T1 Takeheedof the leanen, which is hypocriſie. 
25 | 
51 That 1 amcome to gine peace f 273 | 
I4 18 cum 26. 202.203 
I thanke thee, O God, 13 
18 11 </ a92not an Extorllonere 32 
Nor as this Pnblican, ibid, 
Ig 17 Becauſe thou haſt bin faithfull in a little. 
3l5 
2T 34 Takeheed leſt your hearts bee oppreſſed with 
ſurfetting, 36 
Ee 3 Ton N | 
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Chap, Veiſe. 


TIOHN. 


37+ 3%: 39. TE” 
wo thou ne? Thou knowc/#. 
'Þ. 


Feed niy Sheep. 


ACTS, 


37 They were pricked in their — 
38 KRepent, 4+ 
o Totempt the Spirit of the Lord. 326 
29 From things ſtrangled, and from Fornicas 

tion, 184 


ROMANES, 


24 God gave them wp to their hearts luſfs, 260 

22 Te had your frut in helineſſe. IGI 

17 1t is no more I, that doeit, but ſinthat dwel. 
leth in me, 

$26 We know not what to pray. ? 

C27 Bnt he that ſearcheth the hearts, 3 34" 
1 T hat ye grue vp your v. 7s. GI 
I9 Simole, coacernm? eaill, 

20 God jhall tread Satan vnacr yourg 313 


feet, 
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| Chap.Vcilc, Page, | 
| 1. CORINTHIANS, 
| I 12 ] am Pris. Iam Chris, 231 
2 11 Whokuowves whats in man, (ane the Spirit 
that is inMan? ; ; 269 | 
3 Teare yicatrnal, 129 | 
IS If any jecrmetso be w/e, IC2 | 
| 20 That the thoughts of the wiſe be vaine—. | 
204 | 
'4& 4 1 know nothing by my ſeife, 104 | 
6 7 There ts 4 fault 4monzst you, becauſe ye go? | 
to Law. 33 | 
I2 1 willnot be brouzht vader the power of any | | 
| thing. p41 
9 20 Yutothelewes Thecame 4 lew, 1S5 | 
| 27 I beat downe my bodto, 127 | 


;Io 8 Committed fornication, and fel! fy one_- | 


day three and twenty thouſand. 139 | 


139-154 
| 1; No temptation but ſuch as appertaineah to | 
| Man, 20 
14 Flee from Idolatry, . 859 | 
11 14 1t#54 ſhame to weare long haire. 185 


I5 33 Be mi deceined , emll ſpeeches corrupt good \ 
manners, 162 | 
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: Chap,Veric, Page: 
2, CORINTHIANS, 


12 This is our retoycing , the teflimony of our 
Conſclences. 31S 
1; We writeno other things vnte you then that 
Ye read. 29 

N18 Our word was not Yea and Nay, 
) xg 


19 For the Soxne of God was not Yea 
and Nay, 

2 Thecloakes of ſhame. 16 

3 13 For whether we be out of our wit. ? 
> C 14 For the loue of Chriſt conſlraineth. 309 
10 Worldly ſorrow cauſeth death. 253 
2 Ymotherichliberality, I 97 
7 As ye abound inenery thing , ſee that ye 4- 
bonnd. I 94 
Not that wee ſhould ſceme approued , but 
that, 230 
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GALATHIANS., 


17 For the fleſh luſteth again#t the Spirit. 127 
1 Conſidering thy ſelfe, that thou mayeſt be 
tempted. 35 


EPHESIANS. 


26 LetnotibeSun goe downe wpon your wrath. 

183 
6 Let none dece ne you; For ſuch things, 154 
$16 Xe. | 
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receiving light from this Treatiſe, | 
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16 Readeeming the time, for the dayes ave enill. | 
130 
12 We wreſtle not againſt fleſh and bloud. 260 


PHILIPPIANS, 


27 Whether I come and ſee, or elſe be abſent,ebc. 


283 

12 That! may comprehend that , for whoſe ſa b 
1am comprehended, 59 

7 The peace of God ſhall preſerue your hearts. 
60 


CoLOSSIANS, | 
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18 By humbleneſſe of mind aduancing himſelf, 
I52 


1. THESSALONIANS, | 


1 Theworke of your Faith, 60 | 
23 That your whole Spirit and Soule, &rc, 196 
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3, IIMOTHIE, | 
CI Dodftrine f D -1u: [e. £ | | 


3 Abitaininge from meats, 
2 The younger » as Sifters , with all pure- | 
neſje 22S, 
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23 Drinke no longer water, 235 | 
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2, IIMOTHIE, 


F 


Not the ſbirit of fearc, but of 4 ſound mind, 
324 


PHILEMON, 


Becauſe by thee the Saints hearts are comfor- 
ted. 242 

Becanſe by thee, Fc. : 

1 beſeech thee for Onelimus, 193 


HeBREwES. 


12 Takeheed leſt there be in you an twill heart.268 


v5 
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13 


37 
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Leſt you be hardncd through the deceit fulnes 


of ſin. 160 


Neither ts their any creature that is not mani- 
feſt. 8 
And receined thankfully. 62 
T hey were hewen aſunaer, they were tempted. 
280 

Caſting away eutr; thing that preſſeth downe, 
and (in, 203 


TAMES, 


When ye fall into diners temptations 276 


From whence are wars ® Oc 140 
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1. PETER; 


11 which fight againit the Soule, 235 
2 Fortt « ſufficient. p; 
3 Thathenceforward we ſhouldline, S 144 


2? PETER | 

I; Hearts exerciſed with conetouſneſſe, G7 
| I'vDE. 
11 Bythedeceit of Balaams wages, _ | 


REVELATION, | 


5 Remember from whence thou art fallen , and 


repent, 68 | 
2 FYVhicharercaay to die, for 1 hate not foand, 
7c 306 


17 And God ſhall wipe away all tear-s from theiv | 
eyes, 76 
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Chiecte and choyſe things 


in this Treatiſe. 
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Bltinence from /inne is no true Reformation, 
Page 88 
Actions of oxr life muſt held proportion each 
with other. 281,283 
Aﬀe&tions are trials of a good heart, 234 
AﬀeRions corrupt the indgement. 253 
AﬀeRtions how variablethey are. 254 
AfiCtions diſcomer both Corruption and Grace. 276 
Eſpecially publique AﬀiQions. 275 
Affiitions pxb/1que diſconer hypocrites, id:d. 
Comfort againſt Afflition for Religion, 190 


Almcs giuen from, and gotten by oppreſſion, &-c. what to 


indge of them. 174 | 


We ſoould be more Angrie in Gods cauſes then our owne, 

248,284 
Hely Anger fits rather then vnfits for holy dutier. 249 
Anger muſt ſo be againſt ſinne that it be not ſinfwll. 248 
Anger, how it may be diſcerned, whether againſt tbe ſinne 


or perſon. 242 
Appearances of exz// ro be awoyded. 157,158 


Falſe Application and Apprehcnſion of ( brift, 56 
| Application 
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A Table of the chicke things 


Application of (briſt « mutual and reciprocall, ibid, 
Application # of the belcexer to Chriſt, as well as of (bri/t 
to the beleemer. 6x 


& perny Bleſſmgs rather ſigner of Gods anger, then 
owe, to the wiched. Page 44:45 


S$maeſt Beginnings of /inne to be auojaed, I55 
Good Beginnings 12 Grace , muſt make vs 006 on more 
carefully. 193 
Buſinefle of this wor/d muſt not ſhoulder out care for hea- + 
wenly things. 202 
[n what caſes 4a man may omit holy duties for worldly Bue 
fineſſe. | 203 
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0 mans Calling calls from God. Page 131 
Particular Calling muſt glue place to the generall, 
T32 
In our earthly Callings wee mnuft haue heauenty a_ 
| | 133 
A comfort to thoſe that arein meane Callings, 318 
Bare Ciuilitic condemned, and the Ciuill Iuſticiarie. 48 
Colouring of /inne with vertues colours. 
Colouring of /inne with /ubt:4 diſtinftions, 
Colouring :f vertue with vices filth, 
Combare betweene the fle/h and 1rit how it d: fers in the 
regenerate from that ſtrife in the vnregenerate, 128 
| Init the fleſh newer wholly prenailes. 129 
The 
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The Commandements kepr two wayer. 93 
Commandement from /uperiours no warrant to ſinne, 138 
Warineſſe to bee wſed, in not receining enerie into our 


Company, that make good ſhewes. 26, 37, 28 
| A Compertencie what zt 75, 255 
Confeſſion, the excellencre of it, $3 
Fal/e Confeſhon dr/conered. 84 
| 2 broken heart. 84 
| Zrue Confeſſion i frow a belerning heart, ibid, 
| an honeſt heart, 8 
| Confidence in God, how «:ſcerned from Confidence in the 
meanes. 257 
| Conſcience i» /mall matters, and not in great cenſured. 
| 290 
| Conſcicnce in great matters, and not in [mall condemned. 
291 
A good Conſcience 1s bold. 333 
Conſtellations, an idle excuſe for /inne, 1,6 
Contentions, their 0r471nall aud fountaine. 140,141 
Corruption, /ze:ng of it comfortable, thomgh ſtene vucom- 
fortable, 271 


Corruption z-ing/es it /elfe with our beſt attions, 235 
Our owne Corruption the greateſt helpe to Satan. 137 
Corruption of rime. See Time. 


Couenants wth God, how needful. 300, 301 
Counſell frm others, no warrant for /inne, 140,141 
God ſhewes the Crofle, before the Crowne. 190 
Cuftome, no /afe rule for our attivns, 113 
Cuſtome, no excuſe for /inne, 144 
Wicked Cuſtomes may be fhakenoff. 145 


Dancing. 
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Ancing. page 176, 183 

Dow ulneſſe of heart in the regenerate and vnre- 

generate, how it differs. 

How preat it 15. 

Original of it. 

{Cauſe of it. 

How aifficult the diſconerte of it 15. 

Aeanes how to diſconer it. 
Declining z the leaſt beginnings dangerous. 


Decree of God no cauſe of /inne, 


; Deſires falſe, di/conered. 


Falſe ones are faint. 
Lazie. 
Fickle. 
True Dehires, how ſtrong. 
How laborious. 
Deſires threefold. 
Carnall ones, how diſterned from ſpiritual, 256 
Naturall ones, how diſcerned from vnnaturall. 1Þid. 
TheDecuils temptations excuſe not ſinne. 135 
The Deuill could doe little without our owne corruptions, 
ibid. 
Difficultie of godlineſſeno ſrift for ſloth. 204 
Diſſembling eas? prattices wnder plauſible pretences. 
IO, 
Diſlembling 2fonr exs52:!! our ends obtained. 14,15,16 
Diſlembl! ng fſinnes committed. 17,18 
Diſflembling of xr religion, profeſſion, and grace, 20 
Diflimulation of ex: is ner jo bad as diſſimulation of goed, 
2l 
How 
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How a man doth Diſlemble exill, and conmerfet wicked- 
neſſe. 22 
| Subtil/DiſtinRions to colonr ſixne. 146 
In ca/esDoubtfull raks the are /ide. 182 
E 
| T7 Quiuocation, 4 zricke of the Dent/s. page 18 | 
 LiEquiuocation of the [eſtates werſe than the Dewi/s, 
18,19 | 
No man ts ſo traighted betweene two Euils as that one | 
mat be committed. 176 | 
Examination of the heart, why needfull, 303 
| Examination, 4 9eanes to /inceritie, 327 | 
Examples of the godl/zes fals, no excuſe for ſin. 121,122 
Examples of /uper:0nrs, no warrant for ſinne. x38 | 
Ezcuting and extenuaring of /inne. 119 | 
F 
Fan of the Libertine falſe in two things, page 52, 53 
T emporarie Faith 4» vn/ound Faith, SSh 
Faiths Application. See Application. 
Falſe and true Faith, how they differ. 58 
Farth not without conflicts, ibid. | 
Faith hath two hands. 59 
Faith be/cewes againſt ſenſe. (fs 
Faith a meancs of ſinceritie. 3 28 
Fals of the Saints teach feare rather then bolaneſſe to {in. 
| 125,126 


How we ſhould heare other mens Faults 
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Fickleneſſe in good _ 225 
The Fleſh »o excuſe for ſixne. 128 
Fornication more than a tricke of youth. I55 
Dangerons umn ſome kinde to be roo Forward in Religion. 
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Od of himſelfe , and onely, knowes the heart. Page 


331 
Three reaſons thereof. 334 
Godlineſſe nor /o painefullin the prattiſe, as ſinne. 207 
A little good, will not priniledge vs to commit enll. 171 
N ot to do good #5 to do endl. 198 
1 {eſſe 200d may not iuſtle out a greater. 238 
Good may not be negletted for anoyding of exill. i95 
| Carnall Goſpellers. See Libertines. 
Grace brookes not the fellowſhip of ſinne. 180 
According to the meaſure of Grace fballbe the meaſure of 
lorie. 352 


Griefe for other mens ſinnes a note of /inceritie. 295 
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Atred whether of the ſinne or perſon how to bee diſ- 


cerned. 

Long Haire. i85 
eAnkoneft Heart, what, 229,290 
A /igne of ſinceritie. ibid. 
A good Heart makes the difference betweene an bipocrite 
and 4/ound Chriſtian. Page 104 
Wandring of the Heart in prayers 226 
To be delinered vp to our owne Heart, worſe then to be de- 
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linered vp to Satan. 260 
The Heart of man, how eu:ll. 261 
All exill comes out of the Hearr, 263 
Heart of man, how hard to be ſearched. -} 269 
Seauen meaues to diſtouer the Heart. 272 


Heart »:«ft be the firſt in the prattiſe of Repentance. 260 
We 9 worke # eſteemed according to the goodneſſe of the 
cart, 34 
A good Heart then ſcene when outward helpes abſent. 282 
Heaucn mot to be looked for ſo long as we are tn ſinne. 758 
Heritiques , their pratti/e tn [preading their Hereſies. | 


| 244 
Hiding of //»7e. See Shifts. 
Hope of an after a mends, n2 excn/« for ſinne. 167 
Humiliation 4 meanes of /inceritie, 327 
Humilitic a note of /inceritie. 285 


Hipocrites make ſbew of that grace which they hawe not. 


23 
Hipocrites outwardly may go as farre if not further then 


the beſt Chriſtian. 24,91 
Hipocrites may /nffer martyrdome. 25,99 
The beſt uncaſing of the Hipocrite ts ts wncaſe himſelfe, 

29 
An Hipoccite thinkes not himſelfe ſo bad as he 55+ 31 
Wherein the Hipocrite «5 out-ſtript by the ſound ( hriſt1an. 
Hipocrifie and Pride go ener together. 285 | 
Hipocrifie the bane fl race. 316 | 
Hipocrifie how great and how vile a ſinge, zur | 
Hipocrifie in all men. 28, 29 | 
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Dolatrie , the /eaſt occaſions of it to be anoided. Page 
156 
Ignorance no excuſe for /inne. 123 
In the wſe of things Indifferent we muſt be waries 164 
Things Indifterent are /imuited in their w/e. 237 
Infirmitics cared and conered by inceritie. See Sinceritie, 
Good Intentions no warrant for our ations, 114 
Ioy fal/e diſconered. 63 
True loy ſtrong : and the ſtrength of it in three things. | 
65,66 


How one may know whether hisToy in outward thinos, bee 
in them onely as they are pleages of Gods lowe. 251 
How one may know whether his loy in Gods graces in his 


Brethren for themſelues, 251 
Better tobe deceined in ludging too 3/1, then too well, » f 
of our /elues. 49,41 


Comfort agaiuſt the Worlds peruerſe Judgement, 3 39 
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any may be in temporarie beleeners in a great 


meaſure. Page 56 
Knowledge of temporarie beleeners differs from the 
Knowledge of true beleeners m three things. 57,58 


H Vane Lawes toleratior. , no inſtification for ſinne 
Page 180 
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.igit - ' ture no good rule towalks by, = 
Lone art Þ, of mens perſons, not theirgoo: is, Fc. 246 
How ut 4.14 be diſcerned. 247 
Sporting Tye cenſured. 117 
Equal! c.:rriage of onr Lite an ar "Tument of ſinceritie, an 
the contr..? y of # pocrs its 280 
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He Meme hard to be hit. Page 221 

Hard to be kept. 233 
Mcancs muſt not be ſeporated from the end n ſpirituall 
tings. 204 | 


Truſting in Meanes, See Confidence, 
Good Mcar nings. See [ntentions, 
Gods Mercic not to bepreſumed vpon un ſinning, 167,168 


Merit confuted. 256 

Minifters aboxe all ſhould be ſincere, 332 
Moderation i» fian:ng 10 to/leration for inne. 18x 
Motiucs.of Gods Spirit not to be neglected, 304 
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Ne: mans Need and Neceſſity {ayes Aa Neceſhtic of 


ſonne vpn him. 168 
No Neceſlitic betweene two enils to do one, 176 
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Bediencefl/e, diſcomered. Page 91 

Three notes of true Obedience, * 92.97 
Hypocriticall Obcdience is yot without a reward, 355 
Outward Occofions of /inne no excuſe for ſinne., 124 
Occaſions, trials of our hearts. 289 
Preſent Occaſions to be [arid holden on. 241 
Originall ſine. See Srnnes 
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| _— muſt haue care in education of their Chilarez. 
Page 264 

The preateſi Perfection in thes life. 311 
aos. haw they may be ſuffered. 101 
Neither Pleaſure nor Profit in fonne. 209 
Polygamy of the Patriarches , what to thinke of it. 118 
Pouertie »o hinderence to grace and petite, 133 
Pride of Nature, how to take it downe, 70 
Pride 7rgres an ig12 ance of our naturall eftate, 278 
Profeſſion without obedience differenceth vs not from Pa- 
gans. : $1 
Proud perſons, whom they be. 152 
Promiſes made to Cod, how ſoone foroottens 217,218 
Promiſes in aff/3&tzon forgotten in peace, 219 
Proſpcritie a triall of our hearts, 276 
Proſperitie more dangeroxs then affiiftion, 277 
Profperitic 4 ſtronger temptation then adaerſitie. 277,278 
Prouidence of Gods particular, 253 
Uarietie of Gods Puniſhments, 348 
Greater finnes hane greater Puniſhments, 352 
The nature of the Puniſhment s according to the nature 
of the ſine. 354 
Reforma- 
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_O_—_ falſe, diſconered , page$83 
To Reioyce at other mens grace:, a noteof ſinceritie. 

295 

NegatiueReligon, 198 
Repenrance falſe, di/conered, 53 
Repentance not to be deferred. 199 
The right order in the pratt:ſe of Repentance 265,266 
Reprehenſion, /owe of it a ſigne of finceritie. 293 
Reftraint of /inne argnes not the abſence of it. 32 
Reſtraint of {ne #5 not Reformation. 82 
Reſtraincd 7/1i/1 will breake foorth at /aft. 16 
God hath an infinite treaſurie of Rewards. 348 
Temporal! Rewards are gizen to Hypocrites obedience, 
355 

Reward imploies no merit, 3 + 
( «mfort againſt the worlds partialitie in in as/pencing of 
Rewards, 363 
Riches notable inſtruments of vertue 43,44 
Riches make many thinke themſelues happre. 40 
Reaſons why Riches cannot make men happice 4344 
( burch of Rome :n her colours | 13,14 
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Criptures, that they are of God. page 335 
Securitie after good duties performed. =. my 
Seucritic againſt our owne ſinnes a ſignes of Sinceritie, 
294 

Seueritic ag4:nſt ſuch perſons ſinnes,towhom we are bound 

by any ourward reſpetts, a note of Sinceritic. 295 
Three Shifts to hide ſinne by. 17,18 
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Sliifts to aword good duties. . 
Sinccritic, fine #ores of 1t 
eAſpeciall d:fference "Wh tweene Sinceritic and Hiporrte, 
2<8 
Plenen motines 1 Sinceritic, 397 
Forire meanes of S\nccrine, 220 
N « Sinne /ma/l, Ys5 
Gre. t 7 dans OY S often 177 leſſer Sues. I56 
Sina 75 of ax incroaching nltures I57 
LinleS nnes yeelded vnro brizs vs on to greater. IGg 
SIANC though {weet mm the beginnmn; 7, yet batter #1 the end. 
IG5.191 
To Sinnc 2 vpon trill notſafe. 169 
Orzounall Sinne the /eminaree of all ſinne? 36.202 
It inclmes s.to the wales $f /14neF, ibi. 
Originall Sinne vninerſall, 261 
Sorrow for Sinne fal/e, diſconered, 7576 
Godly Sorrow diſoerned from worldly tia two things. 
252 
Sorrow how kwowne whether for the publique or our owne 
prinatereſ petts. 254 
Spirit . of God not alwayes alike in Gods Children. 227 
Succetie zo extidence A go2d attions 118,119 
No Succeſſe to bee looke for vpon mnſufficient grounds. 
; 215 
Superiours, See Commandement 
| Supcrttition cyeepes 02, and growes by degrees. 157 
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-j Aveecr deſtribed. page 12.13 
Temptations, oxr hearts are treacherous in them. 
256 
The 
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The Dinels temptations excu/> not /inne. See gg 
Thought »o# free. 


Goas eye. 342 
Good Thoughts, not good mn prayer. 253 
Tiches to bepaid by thoſe whoſe goods by Law are not 
Titheablc. 181 
eA bad Tonguc 1 a /igne of a bad heart. 267 
Tranſlation of /inne wpon other things and perſons. 124 
Trult, none to be gigen to a carnall man, 268 
Corruption of Tinics no warrant to finne, 29,130 
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aine-gloric ſets Hypocrites on worke, 286,237 
Viforie againſt Saran, howto be gotten. 266 
Voprofitablenefle by the Word is from men themſelues. 
142 
Vlurie. 108 
w 
Alking in Gods preſence a meanes of ſinceritie 
373, 


Wandring of theheart in prayer See Heart 
Watchfulnefle needefullin places of leſſe dos inver,as well as 
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Good and enill Thoughts are good and enill wor hes in 
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in places of greater danger, 2 3 
| Watchfulnefſe oxer our hearts,and how, 297 
| Way, how taken #7 Scripture, 330 

| | The Word diſcouers the corruption of orr hearts, 273 | 
| Words are but winae. i15 
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Emil I' Words breed exs/{ Workes. 163 
Outward Workes not enough. 5 
No Workes [atisfattorie for ine. I75 
Workcs merit not. 359 
Leaſt Workes regarded of God. 360 
A good Worke is eſteemed according to the goodneſſe of 


the heart. 243 
Will-worſhip condemmed. 116 


